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FUTURE
TRENDS
Food, Decor &
More in 2019

PEARL JAM
& Safeco Field
Team Up

ROAD TRIP!
Pacific
Northwest

BEST OF AWARD

Professional of the Year
Arrowhead Stadium's

KIMBERLY KRUSE

BEST OF AWARDBEST OF AWARD

Professional of the YearProfessional of the Year

http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=4962&m=db


MASSIVE 
IMPACT

Big screen,

560+ LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE     •    FULL-EVENT SERVICES    •   ONE POINT OF CONTACT

Amplify your message—share it on 
the big screen. With comfy seats, 

the perfect view, and custom event 
packages, Regal Business Events will 

give your guests an  

 award-winning experience. 

BLOCKBUSTER 
Company Meetings

PREMIERE 
Product Launches

RED CARPET 
V.I.P. Recognition

www.RegalBusinessEvents.com    
bizevents@regalcinemas.com  ·  866.507.3425
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Host your next 
event at  
New America.

Centrally located near The White House • Complimentary Wi-Fi • 
Walking distance from 4+ hotels • 9 di�erent AV services • 
15 minute drive from Reagan National Airport •  
Capacity for 8-250 people • Additional meeting rooms

For booking and additional information, contact: 
Ayahna Hunter | hunter@newamerica.org | (202) 735-2805
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1 mile

1 mile

 
TheLoftat600F.com 202.431.8516

IN THE HEART OF

DC

EVENT & MEETING SPACES

VOTED 2016

BEST VENUE FOR

SMALL
GATHERINGS

High ceilings and exposed brick in the historic 
OBA No. 6 are accented with modern tech and 
chic furnishings in the perfect downtown venue.

The Loft at 600 F is the premier collection of DC 
boutique event spaces. One mile from both the 
White House and Capitol Hill, we are one of the 
most centrally located event spaces in the 
nationa’s capitol and highest rated venues 
according to Yelp and Google Reviews.

Each floor can be set from a chic lounge to a 
formal conference table or from an engaging 
lecture or discussion panel to dual bar happy 
hour or seated dinner for up to 120 guests.

By day, our three floors are perfect for staff 
retreats, corporate meetings, workshops, hack-
athons, conferences and training seminars.
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 Stadium.
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BE THE HOST 
WITH THE 

MOST!
L E T  T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T E A M  M A K E  Y O U R  

H O L I D A Y  P A R T Y  W I S H E S  C O M E  T R U E !

 
1 5 9  B A L L V I L L E  R D  B O L T O N ,  M A  0 1 7 4 0

STAY ON THE NICE LIST & CONTACT OUR SPECIAL EVENTS TEAM!
SPECIALEVENTS@THEINTERNATIONAL.COM | 978-779-1330

UNIQUE VENUES
FESTIVE MENUS
COZY ON SITE 

ACCOMODATIONS
SMALL GROUP, BUT LOOKING 

TO CELEBRATE BIG? THIS 
EVENT IS FOR YOU!

 

DATES ARE STILL AVAILABLE!
ASK ABOUT COMPLIMENTARY 

LODGE ROOMS!

SMALL GROUP, 
BIG PARTY

THE INTERNATIONAL GOLF CLUB & RESORT
 

12/15 | 6-11PM
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PUBLISHER’S Letter
I’ve been thinking a lot about the concept of a “life’s work” lately. From the time 
most of us turn 16, we enter the workforce and commit most of our lives to 
work, hopefully finding our way to the projects that will define us and make an 
impact. So many of us are thankful to have a stable job, some of us are lucky 
enough to have a successful career, but very few are able to say they have 
found work they truly love. I’m so fortunate to be one of those individuals. 

Over the past 32 years leading Unique Venues, I’ve come to know what it means 
when people say, “When you love what you do, it’s not work.” I started the 
company at just 24 years old in the back bedroom of my home in Denver. Two 
years out of college with a degree in hotel administration from the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas, I had just left a full-time job with Westin Hotels & Resorts 
and dreamed of becoming an entrepreneur. With an IBM Selectric Typewriter, 
a push button phone, and stacks of paper all around me, I began what would 
become decades of pouring my heart and soul into my own company. 

I remember so many people telling me how hard it would be to start a business, 
most businesses fail, and had I really given enough thought to what I was doing. 
I also remember thinking, “Not this one, not me.” I was so focused on making it 
work, I could see it, I could taste it, I believed in it so much. 

There were dark days, moments where I questioned myself and my qualifications. Maybe I was naive, but I figured that if I got up 
every day and worked hard, really hard, it would all work out. And it did. Eventually Unique Venues carved out our rightful place 
within the meetings industry thanks to venues that believed in us in those early years and thanks to the meeting planners who 
were willing to try something new.

It’s time again for me to try something new. After 32 incredible years, I am stepping down from leading Unique Venues and 
heading back to my roots in hospitality to help fulfill my need for travel and adventure. I’ve come full circle from where I started 
and I look forward to continuing this journey while supporting Unique Venues’ future from afar. 

It’s serendipitous that this is our Best of issue, where I can introduce one of the best in the industry that will take over the reigns 
of Unique Venues. After being a dedicated, valued, key employee for 18 years, I am so proud to announce that Chuck Salem 
will be at the helm as the new co-owner of Unique Venues along with his husband and business partner, Neal Burghardt. I am 
comforted to know that two people I consider family will be keeping close watch over our extended community and ensuring all 
the best for all of you.

Those who know me best know that I credit my work ethic and entrepreneurial spirit to my Irish roots. I come from a long line 
of self-employed family members including my grandfather, father, brother, many uncles, and cousins. I also credit that same 
heritage for giving me a tough exterior, a practical approach, a frugal disposition, and one of the worst things...di°culties with 
saying goodbye. My family has mastered the “Irish exit” where we quietly, without attention, leave parties, gatherings, meetings, 
and events.

And so, with what will likely be one of the toughest goodbyes in my life, please allow me to make the ultimate Irish exit as I 
quietly, humbly, and gratefully say good-bye to an industry that has taught me so much, clients who believed in me and have 
become good friends, and co-workers who have loyally stood by me and become family. Thank you.

Michele Nichols, Founder
Unique Venues
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HOST YOUR EVENT HERE

Or at one of 30 other AEG Special Event Venues across the country.

ARVEST BANK THEATRE AT THE MIDLAND - KANSAS CITY, MO

Explore all of our venues on Unique Venues or at
WWW.AEGSPECIALEVENT VENUES.COM
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You won’t find 
a bored room 

anywhere.
With both indoor and outdoor meeting 

spaces, say goodbye to stu�y work 
meetings. The Springs Preserve o�ers 

numerous unique, fully equipped venue 
options across a lush 180-acre campus. 

Add a little life to your next meeting. 

Conveniently located near downtown 
Las Vegas at U.S. 95 & Valley View Blvd.  

702.822.8779  |  springspreserve.org

HOME

MEETATPURDUE.COM

WELCOME
HOSPITALITY
OUTREACH
MEETINGS
EVENTS
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50 College Street • South Hadley, MA 01075 

413-538-2333 • www.meetatmhc.com

Mount Holyoke College welcomes your 
conference or meeting to our historic 
and scenic campus. Our facilities 
include the Willits-Hallowell Conference 
Center and Hotel, a full-service facility. 
We o�er central coordination of state-
of-the-art classrooms and auditoriums, 
athletic facilities, professional catering, 
media services, and residence hall 
accommodations. Dining is provided 
in our brand new community center 
with water views, outdoor seating, and 
savory recipes.

Mount Holyoke College – a premier 
liberal arts college – is located in the 
heart of the Pioneer Valley of western 
Massachusetts, one of the nation’s 
most culturally vibrant regions. We’re 
minutes from interstate highways and 
35 miles from Bradley International 
Airport in Hartford, Connecticut.

Make It Memorable
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State-of-the-art meeting facilities in unique spaces
raise the level of your event. Personalized service to
fit your meeting needs in space proximate to after-
hours experiences can be sourced by contacting
Kimberly Wright, CMP at kwright@cnscvb.com.

north of
ordinaryfind your unique meeting space at

 visitchicagonorthshore.com

CNSCVB_UniqueV_Full_Nov18_V1  9/13/2018  4:32 PM  Page 1
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Host your next conference in 
Salem, Massachusetts.

15 miles from Boston

Ample parking

Minutes from historic Marblehead 

Overnight accommodations

Custom packages 

Meal flexibility

Let us help you with 
your needs:
conferenceservices@salemstate.edu 
(978) 542-7172

The perfect 
place for  
your next 
conference.

UT Conferences • Knoxville, Tennessee • (865) 974-0250
Fax: (865) 974-0264 • E-mail: conferences@utk.edu
www.utconferences.com

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E E

UT Conferences
From start to finish, our experience shows.

Meetings, conferences and youth events 
for 15 to 15,000 participants.

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E E

UT ConferencesUT ConferencesUT Conferences
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In the final days of life, no one will be 
talking about new business, revenue 
generation, or closed deals. But they 
will remember the people that made 
a difference. As our world grows 
increasingly digitally connected, it’s 
important that every encounter with 
each human you come across is sacred 
and special. 

Rather than rushing acquaintances 
at happy hour networking sessions, it’s 
essential to pursue every relationship 
not as a means to an end, but an end in 
itself. Doing so will make you stand out 
from the others that are just looking for 
a quick, easy way to gain a contact they 
might file away somewhere and instead 
be notable as someone who is looking 
for a long-lasting relationship. When 
someone wants to make a referral, who 
do you think they will call? The person 
that he or she has a good rapport with, 
of course. 

One of the key elements in 
becoming a “lifegiving networker” is in 
understanding someone’s personal story. 
Everyone has a deeply intimate narrative 
about their life that shapes their every 
move and thought. Connecting with a 
person on this level is one way to start 
building relationships. Rather than small 
talk, get to know someone’s chapters. 

Some key attributes of a “lifegiving 
networker” include:

• A genuine concern for the personal 
 and professional well being of others
• A sincere hope that others would 
 prosper and flourish in their business 
 ventures 
• A true commitment to offer the best 
 services and products to others at a 
 modest price 
• Awareness that every client is also 
 likely to be a great lead for a colleague
• A promise that regardless of the sales 
 outcome, each prospective client will 
 feel genuinely cared for 

Here are seven steps that will help you on 
your journey to becoming a “lifegiving 
networker”:

Step #1: Conduct market research and 
generate databases of potential clients
Step #2: Contact potential clients
Step #3: Connect with clients in order 
to understand their needs and desires
Step #4: Cultivate ongoing networking 
relationships with clients and decision 
makers 
Step #5: Convince these clients of the 
unique match between their vision and 
your business
Step #6: Close the deal with clients 
Step #7: Continue the follow-up and 
relationship building with clients to 
ensure repeat business

While working with tens of thousands 

of individuals within hundreds of 

organizations over the past 25 years, 

Dr. Brown has conceptualized fresh 

frameworks and developed innovative 

workshops that help companies and 

clients become the best version of 

themselves. He has a sharp instinct for 

assisting both teams and personalities 

to discover and develop their unique 

callings, passions, and core values 

through the lens of his unique Lifegiver 

LeadershipTM Model and the Twelve 

Dimensions of LifeTM Growth Plan. 

Not surprisingly, he also directs the 

sales and marketing efforts and leads 

the guest relations training program 

within Bowling Green State University’s 

Conference & Event Services in Bowling 

Green, Ohio. uv

A New Way to 
Network

THE AGENDA EXPERT ADVICE

G E T  C O N N E C T E D
Bowling Green State University

Bowling Green, OH
UniqueVenues.com/BowlingGreen

(419) 372.9019

Tips on how to become a “lifegiving 
networker” to give relationships more heart
As told by Dr. Michael S. Brown 
Manager of Guest Relations, Bowling Green State University
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DIRECTIONS:

1. Start with the acorn squash: Cut in half around the equator (or cut in a zig-zag 

 pattern), then scoop out and reserve seeds. Coat squash halves with maple 

 sugar, cinnamon, and nutmeg. Roast uncovered at 350 degrees, cut side up, for 

 about 45 minutes or until soft. Set aside.

2. Wash and trim spinach, then chop coarsely and hold.

3. Cook white rice and wild rice, but do so separately, with 1 to 2.5 parts water to 

 grains. Salt the water first before boiling.

4. Cook your choice of quinoa, farro, or barley according to directions (usually a 

 ratio of 1 part water to 2 parts grains), and let cool.

5. Mix together rice and grains and add dried cranberries or cherries.

6. Toast pecans on a baking sheet for a few minutes and add to grain mix.

7.  Bring apple cider to a boil and simmer. Add fresh thyme sprigs and salt/pepper 

 to taste. Reduce apple cider mixture until syrupy, and then strain herbs.

8. With the seeds removed from the squash, dry them completely and then spread 

 on a baking sheet and roast until crisp. Salt while still warm.

9.  Quickly sauté spinach in olive oil mixture and coat with salt/pepper to taste.

10. Place greens on plate, set acorn squash atop. Drizzle with apple cider reduction 

 and circle the plate with additional sauce.

11. Put grain mixture in squash and drizzle a bit more apple cider reduction.  

12.  (Optional) Top with cranberry relish and sprinkle salted seeds about the plate.

uv

INGREDIENTS:

2 acorn squash
2 Tbsp. maple sugar (or honey)
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. nutmeg
1 lb. baby spinach (or other soft greens 
 like kale or Swiss chard)
2 Tbsp.  olive oil
1 lb.  white rice
1 lb.  wild rice
½ lb.  quinoa, farro, or barley
6 oz.  dried cranberries (or cherries)
4 oz.  toasted pecans, chopped
½ gallon apple cider
3  thyme sprigs
 salt/pepper, to taste

G E T  C O N N E C T E D
National Press Club
Washington, DC
UniqueVenues.com/NationalPressClub
(202) 662.7587

THE AGENDA FOOD FOR THOUGHT

PECAN & WILD 
RICE STUFFED 
ACORN SQUASH
Courtesy of National Press Club 
(Washington, DC)

Who says meat eaters get to have all the fun? This 

delicious vegetarian dish from the National Press Club 

was created to cater to the growing number of diners 

who choose to eat plant-based dishes out of health, 

religious, or dietary concerns. With rich flavors of 

squash, maple sugar, cinnamon, and nutmeg, even 

non-vegetarians will love it.
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INGREDIENTS:
1.5 oz. Canadian Club Chairman’s Select 100% Rye
0.5 oz.  Grand Marnier Rouge
0.5 oz.  Cinzano Rosso Vermouth
1 Tbsp.  Pernod Ricard Pastis
2 dash  Angostura Aromatic Bitters
1 dash  Peychaud Bitters
 lemon twist

TO PREPARE:
1. Add all ingredients into a mixing glass, add ice, 
 and stir for 15 seconds. 
2. Strain into a chilled cocktail coupe. 
3. Express lemon oil over top and drop twist into 
 the glass.  uv

1927 VIEUX CUVÉE
Courtesy of The Polygon Gallery (Vancouver, BC)

This bold drink is inspired by the original Sazerac cocktail, 

first created in New Orleans in the early 20th century that 

originally used French cognac but was later replaced with 

the more affordable American rye whiskey. This recipe, 

created by Chris Chuy and Quinton Leary from Lavish Liquid 

and served at Vancouver’s Polygon Gallery, pays homage to 

the original with sweetness from the Grand Marnier while 

still maintaining rich spicy notes from the rye whiskey.

THE AGENDA HAPPY HOUR

G E T  C O N N E C T E D
The Polygon Gallery
Vancouver, BC
UniqueVenues.ca/PolygonGallery
(778) 288.4456

1927      Vieux                         Cuvée
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If the walls could talk at the University of Colorado–Colorado 
Springs, they’d have a lot to say. The campus initially began as 
the site of the Cragmor Sanitorium, which was first established in 
1905 as a place for treatment and therapy for those with mental 
illnesses (particularly for the very wealthy and famous) before 
these diseases were more widely understood. The building was 
nicknamed “Sun Palace” thanks to the architecture that radiated 
with the sun’s rays that bounced off the nearby Rocky Mountains. 
Because of the strain of the Great Depression, Cragmor went 
through hard times in the 1930s and 1940s, though it was briefly 
reinstated with a new purpose in the 1950s through a contract 
with the Bureau of Indian Affairs to treat members of the area’s 
Native American tribes diagnosed with tuberculosis. 

By 1965, its now permanent use as the home base of UCCS 
was established, which today is still one of the only four-year 
public universities in Colorado that has several key community 
stakeholders. This image pictured here was created for the 
school’s 50th anniversary in 2015 showing the campus’ historic 
origins in relation to its present and future. The image, set against 
Pikes Peak, demonstrates not only the growth of the university—
which transitioned from being a commuter school to recruiting 
freshmen in the early 2000s—but also the surrounding area of 

Colorado Springs. uv

THE AGENDA   FLASHBACK PHOTO

G E T  C O N N E C T E D
University of Colorado–Colorado Springs 
Colorado Springs, CO
UniqueVenues.com/uccs
(719) 255.4445

Sanitorium to Sanctuary - The story of the
University of Colorado–
Colorado Springs
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Book your next event at Philadelphia's
newest IACC-rated Conference Center

215.448.1165 | www.fi.edu/conferences

MEET AT A SMARTER LEVEL
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THE AGENDA   DECOR

Hygge
Holy
A Danish trend is 
revamping American 
aesthetics 

G E T  C O N N E C T E D
HeartSwell
HeartSwellCo.com

The Danish have been perfecting the idea of cozy and inviting for centuries 
with a practice called Hygge (pronounced Hoo-gah) that favors kinship over 
luxury and interactions over activations. In recent years it’s become a hot 
topic in America, too, with a premium put on living a mindful life. 
 “It’s about being welcoming and inviting and cozy, and the idea 
permeates all throughout Scandinavian culture. We’ve seen it really kind of 
take hold in the interior design world with people interested in having cozy 
inviting homes and a design that is from nature with wood elements and 
plants. Americans have really been inspired by it,” says Renee Griffith, a 
graphic designer and interior designer who is also the creator of the popular 
stationery line HeartSwell, sold in 100-plus locations across the world. 
 “I really do think it will take off in the event world, too,” Griffith adds. 
“Businesses now, especially small businesses, are focusing more on the 
whole aspect, making sure employees and customers are happy, and 
having more people-focused programs in their branding and beliefs about 
their company. The Hygge idea fits in with that, too. People want their 
guests to feel welcome and comfortable. Having that as part of an event is 
definitely something that will attract people to an event.”

Here are Griffith’s tips for how to implement Hygge in your next event:
 • Incorporate warm lighting with candles, a fireplace, or twinkling 
  bistro lights
 • Go for a neutral décor palette, rather than bright and bold
 • Add in natural elements like wood and stone, or anything you’d 
  find in nature
 • Engage guests in activities where they can get to know one another 
  and talk about personal things rather than just work 
 • For catering, think comfort food  uv



OTTAWA’S LARGEST HOTEL  
CARLETON UNIVERSITY HAS OVER 

3,000 BEDS AVAILABLE FROM 
MID-MAY TO MID-AUGUST

•  Located minutes from 
 Parliament Hill, Ottawa 
 International Airport    
 and the downtown core
• Traditional rooms and suites   
 available

• Complimentary WIFI for all   
 guests
• 40,000 square feet of dedicated   
 conference and meeting space
• More than 100 state-of-the-art 
 theatres and multi-media 
 classrooms

Contact us today!
Carleton University Conference Services 
1125 Colonel By Drive 
Ottawa, ON, Canada, K1S 5B6 
613-520-5611 | ConferenceServices@carleton.ca
www.carleton.ca/ConferenceServices

CONVENIENT. AFFORDABLE. FRIENDLY SERVICE.
Located in the heart of DC, our facilities are near monuments, museums, and activities! Accomodations are priced to meet your 
budgetary needs, and we work hard to provide our guests with services and ammenities to create the best possible experience!

residentialliving.georgetown.edu/summer
conferencehousing@georgetown.edu

202.687.4593



10.4 miles of on-campus bike 

trails and public bike share 

stations to get around town 

Campus-wide single stream 

recycling program

Dining Centers divert 93% of food 

waste through composting and 

waste to energy programs

CSU has 26 LEED CERTIFIED 

buildings on campus
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THE AGENDA   GOTTA HAVE IT

Gifts That K�p On

Without fail, every holiday, you’ll get at least one card that says a donation has 
been made in your name. While the gesture is nice, what if the recipient could make 

the choice about where those dollars were sent for a more personal connection to the 
gift? Daniel B. Goodman decided to do just that with the creation of CharityChoice. With 
this unique program, the gift giver buys a gift card with any denomination of funds and 
sends it to the recipient who is able to choose the charity they’d like to spend it on. To 

date, CharityChoice has more than 1,000 nonprofits as partners, including the American 
Red Cross, St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital, and the American Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, among many other (even smaller) organizations. These 
gift cards are great for holiday gifts, but also incentive programs and client gifts that 

show a company’s dedication to corporate social responsibility. uv

Get more details at  charitygiftcertificates.org

Giving

unique venues  unique venues  <   winter 2019<   winter 20192828



WORLD-CLASS HOSPITALITY.
INTIMATE SETTINGS. IVY LEAGUE LEGACY.

Experience Yale.

yale.edu/meet    203.432.0465



(702) 895-4449
www.unlv.edu/eventservices
EventSales@unlv.edu

A Daring Vision

A Different V
eg

a
s

A Diverse V
en

u
e

UNLV Event Services offers a wide variety of unique venues to host your next conference, meeting, or 
event.  Our daring vision includes a 9,000 sq ft Ballroom featuring a high-definition projector, 9 meeting 

rooms that are perfect breakout session spaces for your next conference, and partnerships with Aramark 
to offer full-service catering.  Our Student Union represents a different side of Vegas - and we are proud 
to be one of the most diverse institutions in the U.S. for 2018.  As an ACCED-I One-Stop Shop, we are 

fortunate to offer diverse venues for our clientele, such as over 165,000 sq ft of recreational space in our 
Student Recreation and Wellness Center, reception space in the historic Barrick Museum of Art, and 

many event areas within the campus' arboretum. 
Book your next event at UNLV and experience Vegas without the Strip.  



San Diego State University is ideally situated in the heart of America’s Finest City, conve-
niently located near many popular attractions here in Southern California. On Montezuma 
Mesa, SDSU offers an array of professional services including an award-winning on-site ca-
tering team as well as facilities ranging from small classrooms to large banquet rooms and 
athletic facilities. Come and take advantage of our beautiful conference and event spaces 
and let one of our helpful staff assist you in planning the perfect event to fit your overall 
budget and program objectives. We invite you to Meet at SDSU!

SAN DIEGO
STATE OF MIND

SDSU CONFERENCE SERVICES OFFERS
Overnight accommodations for groups ranging from 10 to over 4,000 guests

Conference Services

SANDIEGOSTATE
UNIVERSITY

meetatsdsu.com
619-594-1077

• 490-seat Theatre – Don Powell Theatre
• 4,600-seat Outdoor Amphitheatre – Cal 

Coast Credit Union Open Air Theatre
• 12,000-seat Multi-use Arena – Viejas 

Arena
• 1,500-seat Gymnasium – Peterson Gym
• Over 190 classrooms/meeting spaces 

accommodating 10 to 1,100 guests

• 12 Tennis Courts 
• 5 Athletic Fields and 2 Green Spaces – 

including 3 Turf Fields, 2 Grass Fields
• Parking for 10,000 Vehicles
• Easy Access to the Interstate
• Nearest Airport: San Diego International 

 Distance: 20 mins
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LOCATED INSIDE THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY BUILDING  |  WALTHAM, MA

CONFERENCE DINING
Complete Package Pricing includes 

continuous and abundant refreshments  
and a delightful bu	et luncheon.

LOCATION
Conveniently located in Waltham  

just o	 Route 128 and minutes  
from the MA Turnpike.

BUSINESS MEETINGS
17,000 square feet of multi-sized meeting 

rooms with in-room technology  
and unsurpassed service.

To discover the di	erence at Waltham Woods, call our sales o�ice at 781.434.7499 and schedule a personal site tour or email conferencecenter@mms.org.
www.ConferenceCenteratWalthamWoods.com

Boston’s Conference Center
Located in the technology corridor surrounding Boston, MA the Conference Center at 
Waltham Woods is a full-service meeting venue.
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One of Pearl Jam’s biggest accomplishments of their career 
may not be the number of albums sold or Grammys won, but  
rather for the amount of money they helped raise in 2018—
$10.8 million to be exact—to help combat homelessness in 
their hometown of Seattle.

The initiative, called the Home Shows, banded together 
more than 190 partners (including 60 local businesses) and 
thousands of individuals that provided donations around a 
central week of events that culminated with two Pearl Jam 
concerts. One of those businesses was Unique Venues member 
Safeco Field, home of the Seattle Mariners, that played host 
to the sold-out shows in August, which alone raised nearly 
$870,000 in ticket sales for the effort; an additional $597,300 
was contributed through proceeds from local restaurants, 
businesses, and merchandise sales over the course of the 
weekend, according to the Seattle Times. Money will be given 
to housing projects and for outreach and engagement over 
the next several years.

“The event was Pearl Jam’s idea, and we embraced it 
from the beginning. Homelessness is an initiative of the 
Mariners as well and we try to advocate and help as much as 

we can,” says Alisia Anderson, senior director of event sales 
at Safeco Field. 
 Besides the double header concerts, the Mariners also 
orchestrated other opportunities to contribute, such as a 
fireworks night with Pearl Jam’s music in the background 
and special collector cups sold at concession stands, with 
more than $54,000 in proceeds provided to Vitalogy, Pearl 
Jam’s charitable arm. “And we’re still in discussions,” says 
Anderson. “We forged this great partnership with the Pearl 
Jam team and the Vitalogy group and want to look to partner 
with them in 2019 and beyond to continue making an 
impact.”
 Though Safeco Field has held several popular concerts in 
its history (2018 being their most active year with four shows), 
Anderson says, “This is the first time that there was a real 
campaign behind an event that included so many community 
partners. We have done events of this scale before, and 
events that are charitable in nature, but I do feel like this 
one was special in that the band was really passionate about 
a mission and had that top of mind throughout the whole 
planning process.”

By Selena Fragassi
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Pearl Jam’s Home Shows at 
Seattle’s Safeco Field were a 
sold-out success, helping to 
contribute millions to combat 
homelessness in the band’s 
birthplace.
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The idea first started germinating 
a year prior, in July 2017, as 
representatives of three groups—Pearl 
Jam, Safeco Field, and the promoter 
Live Nation—came together on a 
12-person committee to “figure out 
the best experience,” says Anderson, in 
particular crediting the Vitalogy team 
who hired a PR company and created a 
website and all the messaging behind 
the fully-fledged campaign. “Our initial 
plans included picking out dates, laying 
the groundwork, figuring out vendors, 
and coming together on all the strategic 
decisions.”

When it comes to vendors, 
Anderson notes it takes about 40 
different companies to produce an 
event of this scale including staging, 
rental chairs, security, sound, and more. 

Pearl Jam considered a few venues 
in the city, though Anderson believes 
part of the reason they eventually 
opted to go with Safeco Field is for a 
few key logistics. “Because the events 
were in August, we were able to provide 
a longer duration for setup and we have 
a roof that is always a big bonus when 
dealing with any kind of inclement 

weather,” she says. “Plus our ballpark is 
a really good size for a band like Pearl 
Jam that can sell 30,000-40,000 tickets 
without worrying about trying to fill a 
stadium or having to play six nights in a 
row at a smaller venue to have the same 
impact.”
 Though the ballpark was ready for 
the crowds inside, the external audience 
and anticipation was something the 
Safeco Field team had to think through 
and “pull upon other venues for their 
best practices,” says Anderson.   
 For example, the Home Shows 
were the first time that Safeco Field 
had attendees camping outside. “Most 
of our shows have a ticketed floor. 
But in this case, the floor was general 
admission so people arrived days in 
advance to secure their spot,” notes 
Anderson. “That was new for us. We 
had to think about porta-potties, 
barricades, and cleaning services, not 
to mention security. And once they 
entered the ballpark, deciding which 
entrance they’d use, how they’d get 
their wristbands, and how we could 
keep aisles clear, for example.”

 Pearl Jam is known for its rabid 
fans that collect, too. So having a 
merchandise tent outside the ballpark 
was another first for Anderson and 
her team. “Typically you sell merch 
after gates open but this tent was set 
up five days in advance, and anyone, 
even without a concert ticket, could get 
in line to make purchases,” she says. 
“Lines were three to four hours long to 
get into the tent.”
 Anderson says not only were 
the Home Shows a huge success for 
the community but also a learning 
opportunity for her team. “Every time 
something new comes up and you 
work through the solution, it becomes 
an opportunity for the future. We 
look forward to implementing these 
activations again on a future show.” uv

G E T  C O N N E C T E D
Safeco Field

Seattle, WA
UniqueVenues.com/SafecoField

(206) 346.4023
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An Unforgettable Event Venue. 
Plan your next event at the Vancouver Aquarium. 
With stunning galleries as a backdrop and inspired cuisine, 
the Vancouver Aquarium hosts events of all sizes. 

Learn more at vanaqua.org/plan/conference-events

200 Oak Street S.E., Minneapolis, MN  •  612-624-9831

An Award-Winning Meeting & Event Venue

 Just off Interstate 35W

 Adjacent Parking Ramp

 10 Flexible Meeting Rooms

 Award-Winning Catering

 Superior Audio Visual Capabilities

 Adjacent Graduate Minneapolis Hotel

“A TREMENDOUS LOCATION FOR 

A  CONFERENCE—CONVENIENTLY 

 LOCATED, THE MEETING 

ROOMS HAVE  DISTINGUISHING 

CHARACTERISTICS,  AND THE 

SERVICE IS OUTSTANDING.” 

—Allina  Hospitals & Clinics

Best High Tech Venue 2015
Best Venue Website 2016



(603) 862-1900   |   CONFERENCES@UNH.EDU
WWW.UNH.EDU/CONFERENCES-CATERING

Our Campus. Your Playground.

The University of New Hampshire is an open door for your next event. Your guests will be greeted by 
our quintessential New England landscape and enjoy all of our campus amenities. Nestled in the heart of 
the Seacoast Region, you will be within reach of the ocean, mountains, and endless recreational activities.

We invite you to Meet, Eat, Stay and Play at UNH!

Plan your experience now!





Gettysburg College 
Conference 

Services

At Gettysburg College, 
people meet in the present 

and learn from the past, 
to create the future.

Gettysburg College Conference Services offers a variety of event and 
conference planning amenities and services to make hosting your 

conference or event at Gettysburg great. 

Large group housing 
60+ meeting facilities 
Award winning meals and catering 
Swimming pool, climbing wall and fitness center  

For more information or to book a conference, 
visit www.meetatgettysburg.com
or call 717-337-6924.



Every year, Unique Venues members are invited to gather 
together to learn, network, and unwind at our Annual 

Member Conference (UVAMC). It’s an opportunity to share 
ideas, hear from industry experts, benchmark conference 

programs and services, pick one another’s brains, and 
prepare for what’s ahead in the industry. 

Our goal at the UVAMC is simple: to be better. 

All of our members strive to be a planner’s first choice when 
considering a location for their upcoming meeting or event. 

This conference gives attendees the ideas, the focus, and the 
tools to continue improving operations and our niche in the 

industry.  Here are pictures of our time together.
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Unique Venues
Annual Member Conference 

Z 2018 UVAMC Z
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 ronald.diment@villanova.edu

    www.conferenceservices.villanova.edu

Contact Villanova University Conferences Today!
610-519-7580

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE SERVICES 
The Main Line to Successful Meetings and Events

LOCATION…LOCATION – In the prestigious, Philadelphia Main Line suburbs with an on-campus train 
connection into Center City and Philadelphia International Airport, ½ mile from I-476, near Valley Forge 
National Park and top-ranked shopping, dining and attractions on the historic Lancaster Pike.

EDUCATE attendees in state-of-the-art-equipped learning environments, auditoria, meeting/class rooms and 
technology at a university known for academic excellence.

MOTIVATE attendees and facilitate team building in a pastoral, 250-acre landscape with classic, stone 
architecture and modern recreation facilities.

SERVE attendees with Ivy Award-winning, University-operated dining hall and catering services, comfortable 
guest apartments, and unique event venues such as the Connelly Center, Dundale Mansion, the Pavilion and 
more...

PLAN ON receiving one-stop-shop, professional conference service for all of the details at a value that will 
exceed expectations and the hospitality which reflects our welcoming Augustinian heritage.

Why come to Riverside?
Hint: We have more than you bargained for!

Service:  One phone call is all you need to make

Location:  Short drive to mountains, beaches, Disneyland and downtown LA

Facilities: Venues for groups from 40 to 4000; great dining options

Rates: Pricing structures for every budget, and good enough to seal the deal

(951) 827-5471     |     conferences.ucr.edu

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services



TOTO DODO:: pick the date, choose a venue, decide on reservation times, brainstorm a theme, buy decorations,  pick the date, choose a venue, decide on reservation times, brainstorm a theme, buy decorations, 

find a florist, look for a caterer, mull over the menu, taste test the menu, advertise to attendees, send find a florist, look for a caterer, mull over the menu, taste test the menu, advertise to attendees, send 

the invites, make a website, try to learn HTML, give up on the website, use social media instead, set-up the invites, make a website, try to learn HTML, give up on the website, use social media instead, set-up 

registration online, troubleshoot registration once it is online, set the registration fees, design directional registration online, troubleshoot registration once it is online, set the registration fees, design directional 

signage, obtain parking passes, attend a tradeshow, collect business cards, cold call sponsors, visit signage, obtain parking passes, attend a tradeshow, collect business cards, cold call sponsors, visit 

vendors, hire an intern, create a brochure, hire another intern, pass out fliers, mail postcards, interview vendors, hire an intern, create a brochure, hire another intern, pass out fliers, mail postcards, interview 

guest speakers, hunt for local hotels, create hotel blocks, type up directions, investigate local attractions guest speakers, hunt for local hotels, create hotel blocks, type up directions, investigate local attractions 

and activities, plan field trips, rent the tent, order the audiovisual equipment, put together a presentation, and activities, plan field trips, rent the tent, order the audiovisual equipment, put together a presentation, 

call IT to find the cables, print handouts, make copies, collate the papers, order speaker gifts, research call IT to find the cables, print handouts, make copies, collate the papers, order speaker gifts, research 

quotes for giveaway items, buy the items, put all the items in tote bags, hire the band, curate a playlist, quotes for giveaway items, buy the items, put all the items in tote bags, hire the band, curate a playlist, 

print name tags, assemble the name tags, contact the grounds department to turn off the sprinklers, set print name tags, assemble the name tags, contact the grounds department to turn off the sprinklers, set 

up hydration stations, organize clean-up, save everything in a binder, get ready to do it all again…up hydration stations, organize clean-up, save everything in a binder, get ready to do it all again…

 V I S I T  U S  AT  E V E N T S . U C D AV I S . E D U

E V E RY T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D  I S  A L R E A D Y  H E R E

F O R G E T  A B O U T  I T
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Deeley Exhibition 
(Vancouver, BC)
Motorcycle enthusiasts will want to make a pit stop at this 
Vancouver venue, home to one of Canada's largest private 
motorcycle collections that has also been named a Trip Advisor 
Top 5 Museum to visit in the city. In 2017, Deeley Exhibition 
celebrated its 100th anniversary, after it was originally 
established at the turn of the 20th century by the Deeley family 
who moved to Vancouver from the U.K., bringing with them 
a thriving bike and car dealership. While a huge selling point 
of the museum is its exhibits, says Manager Naomi Deildal, 
there are several opportunities for corporate meetings and 
social events. “Clients like that they can come into the venue 
and most of what they need is already here,” she says, noting 
that the main conference room has a built-in A/V system while 
the entire venue just updated its Wi-Fi network. Planners 

can choose from the 1,800-square-foot conference room for 
daytime events up to 90 people or opt for a full buyout of the 
property, which allows access to the conference room, foyer, 
and museum, welcoming 250-300 people depending on the 
format of the event. “We usually set up registration in the 
foyer, put a bar in the museum, and have passed appetizers for 
cocktail receptions,” says Deildal. “In the exhibit, there’s also 
a silver 1938 police motorcycle with sidecar perfect for photo 
ops. Guests can climb aboard and have their photos taken to 
commemorate the event.” Deeley Exhibition is open year-
round, seven days a week, with free parking, a bonus since the 
property is located just off Highway 1 and just 15 minutes from 
downtown Vancouver.

UniqueVenues.ca/deeleymotorcycleexhibition
(604) 909.6234

The Pacific Northwest is a scenic spot 
to plan meetings and events with 

location, location, location.   

by Selena Fragassi 

From Portland to Vancouver and the Idaho Panhandle, we tour five of the 
most unique properties in the Pacific Northwest that tap into the region’s 

natural resources and have settings that are second to none.

North by
Northwest

DEELEY EXHIBITION

unique venues  <   winter 201946



Lewis & Clark College 
(Portland, OR)
History abounds at the Portland campus of Lewis & Clark College. 
It was first founded in 1867 as the Albany Collegiate Institute in a 
remote part of the state of Oregon. But with a rapidly increasing 
enrollment by 1942, the college moved to its current home and 
changed its name “symbolizing the heritage of exploration and 
discovery,” says Cassandra Craft, assistant director of conferences 
and events. The sprawling 137-acre campus, located in the southwest 
hills of Portland, consists of an undergraduate school, graduate 
school, and law school with a number of historic buildings that have 
kept their original details. “We have maintained the integrity even 
when we need to restore or repair the properties,” adds Craft. One of 
the most popular spots is the 460-seat Agnes Flanagan Chapel with 
stained glass windows and an ornate 85-rank Casavant pipe organ 
that provides the perfect setting for performances and weddings. The 
five-tier Estate Gardens is another preferred wedding choice with an 
outdoor patio, reflecting pool, and tenting. The open layout of the 
Diane Gregg Memorial Pavilion (attached to the chapel) has maple 
floors and wood paneling to match the natural surroundings, and is 
ideal for receptions of up to 200 people. Smith Hall is another option, 
with meeting space for conferences as well as a room for sit-down 
dinners and special events up to 100 people. Lewis & Clark College is 
considered one of the prettiest campuses in the country, in a wooded 
area with an incredible view of Mt. Hood that takes advantage of the 
great outdoors. “We have all sorts of ecosystems surrounding us so 
it’s never boring, whatever season it is,” says Craft.

UniqueVenues.com/lewisandclark
(503) 768.7235

Viking Pavilion at the 
Peter W. Stott Center 
(Portland, OR)
This brand-new sports arena, part of Portland State University, 
is a champion of sustainable design and flexible functionality. 
Viking Pavilion is a valuable add-on to the Peter W. Stott Center, 
the long-standing athletics hub on campus; in addition to 
hosting competitions and practice facilities, it’s also a vibrant 
space for conferences, banquets, receptions, lectures, concerts, 
commencements, and tradeshows. “It’s a 3,400-seat venue with 
a 7,500-square-foot arena floor but with the retractable seats, we 
are able to expand that floor space to 14,500 square feet, which 
gives us great show space for conferences and expos,” says General 
Manager Jenna Wilson. “Plus, there are two 20-foot video boards 
with advanced resolution that are great for projecting content.” 
In addition to the main arena space, the Viking Pavilion has a 
functional concourse with floor-to-ceiling windows and comfortable 
lounges, as well as six classroom spaces and breakout spaces fully 

Lewis & Clark 
College 

Viking Pavilion at 
the Peter W. Stott 
Center



<   winter 2019

equipped with A/V capabilities including 
state-of-the-art technology. There’s also 
a café with healthy options such as salads 
and fresh-pressed juices. The internal food 
service provider, PSU Caters, can also help 
with formal dinners and menu planning. 
Viking Pavilion at the Peter W. Stott Center 
has an enviable location in the heart of the 
downtown district and at the gateway of 
Portland’s stunning South Park Blocks that 
leads into a pathway comprised of eight 
miles of breathtaking greenery. Additional 
benefits of booking events here include 
onsite ticketing, convenient parking, and 
access to the university’s overnight hotel-
style accommodations. 

UniqueVenues.com/portlandstate
(503) 725.9373

Red Horse 
Mountain Ranch
(Harrison, ID)
Live out your Western cowboy dreams at 
this all-inclusive dude ranch, set on over 
560 deeded acres in the northern panhandle 
of Idaho, just 45 minutes south of Coeur 
d’Alene and 90 minutes from Spokane 
International Airport. Red Horse Mountain 
Ranch specializes in corporate retreats, 
reunions, and solo traveler vacations (from 
mid-May through October) that include 
a stay for six nights including all meals, 
nightly entertainment, and activities. Some 
of the opportunities include horseback 
riding, water sports, rock climbing, zip 
lining, and mountain biking. “Our kids 
programming is also a big attraction. We are 
one of the only places to get children in the 
saddle starting at age 3,” says Reservations 
Manager Andi Bordelon, noting that there 
are plenty of activity options that can be 
tailored so everyone can find something 
they enjoy. “No one ever has to sit on the 
sidelines.” Meeting rooms are also available, 
though they require planners to bring their 
own A/V equipment. The ranch has three 
different indoor meeting rooms as well as 

outdoor areas to meet, with the largest room 
coming in at approximately 2,500 square 
feet and the smallest at 1,500 square feet, 
for groups of up to 40 people. 

UniqueVenues.com/
RedHorseMountain
(208) 689.9680

World Forestry 
Center
(Portland, OR)
Natural resources are the focus of the World 
Forestry Center, a nonprofit organization 
and museum first opened in the ‘60s that 
teaches guests of all ages “about forests 
and forestry in the Pacific Northwest and all 
around the world,” says Jennifer Kent, event 
services director. The five-acre campus 
is located in Washington Park, a bustling 
neighborhood that’s home to the Oregon 
Zoo, Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the 
Portland Children’s Museum, and Japanese 
Gardens. In addition to the museum, the 
World Forestry Center has two banquet halls 
and two meeting rooms that are rented out 
as an additional source of revenue to support 
its mission. “Funds raised from each meeting 
and event support the museum and help all 
our programs, including a demonstration 
forest about 25 miles away as well as an 
international fellowship we established 
where we bring environmental fellows from 
around the world that intern with us for six 
months,” adds Kent. The Center attracts 
groups looking for a natural setting, which 
is found in the rustic design with wood “just 
about everywhere,” says Kent. In addition to 
the banquet halls and meeting rooms (one of 
which has a view of Mt. Hood), planners can 
rent out the whole museum for after-hours 
events that give attendees access to all the 
exhibits. The venue is open year-round and 
is just a 10-minute ride from downtown 
Portland with a train stop that comes right 
to the museum’s campus. 

UniqueVenues.com/
WorldForestryCenter
(503) 488.2101  uv

Red Horse 
Mountain Ranch

World Forestry 
Center
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San Francisco State Conference & Event Services has centrally  
located housing, dining, recreational spaces, and  meeting  rooms 
within the heart of the residence  community. Overnight lodging 
available early June through early August.  

EXPLORE  WALKING ADVENTURES FROM CAMPUS 

 0.9 miles to shopping, food and fun 

 2.1 miles to local movie theaters   

 2.2 miles to Ocean Beach 

IMAGINE 

FEATURES 
 2,500 bed spaces   

 2 Conference Centers  

 Classrooms & Lecture 
Halls   

 Theater &  Specialty 
Rooms  

 Fields & Gyms  

 A/V Equipment Rental  

 Catering & Dining                
Services  

WWW.SUMMERCONF.SFSU.EDU 

Our services are               
customized to fit almost 
any conference budget. 

LIVE 

Your next conference or event in                   
the city that knows how to...  

MEET DINE PLAY 

800 Font Boulevard • San Francisco , CA 94132 • 415-338-3972 • events@sfsu.edu 
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At SNHU, we make planning events simple, 
easy, and stress free. We provide �rst-
class conference facilities, state-of-the-art 
audiovisual equipment, and impeccable service 
for a wide range of events. No matter your 
event, SNHU is here to help.

• Meetings and seminars • Customized events

• Overnight accommodations • Summer retreats

603-645-9612  |  conferences@snhu.edu  |  snhuconferences.com

         /SNHU Conference and Event Services

         @SNHUConference               @SNHUConferences

NO MATTER YOUR NEED,
SNHU IS YOUR EVENT SOLUTIONS PARTNER.



HOST YOUR NEXT
SUMMER CAMP
UNIVERSITY OF
CENTRAL OKLAHOMA!

at the

TO BOOK FOR NEXT SUMMER, CONTACT US!
EMAIL SUMMERCAMPS@UCO.EDU
OR CALL (405) 974-2715

Our value-added packages include overnight accommodations, breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, daily break service, general session meeting space & an  
audio-visual package. Complimentary shuttle service provided to BWI Airport, 
Amtrak & Light Rail. 

Special Discount 
$67 Daily Meeting Package (DMP) 
$159 Guestroom Package

Book Before
Dec 31, 2018 

Learn More

Hot Dates
Promotion

www.mccbwi.org
Available on all 2018 dates (Valid on new bookings only, not available over black out dates, rates quoted do not include tax).

692 Maritime Boulevard,  
Linthicum Hts., MD 21090

Toll-Free (866) 629-3196
www.mccbwi.org
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Christian Retreats Network is committed to 
being your partner in effective off-site ministry. 
With eight retreat centers in the Midwest and 
Mid-Atlantic regions, our goal is to provide 
excellent facilities and guest services while 
maintaining affordable rates for our guests.

Christian Retreats Network is committed to 
being your partner in effective off-site ministry. 
With eight retreat centers in the Midwest and 
Mid-Atlantic regions, our goal is to provide 
excellent facilities and guest services while 
maintaining affordable rates for our guests.

8 Conference Centers | ChristianRetreatsNetwork.org | 877.833.22728 Conference Centers | ChristianRetreatsNetwork.org | 877.833.2272

Imagine your group here.Imagine your group here.

A F F O R D A B L E  A L L - I N C L U S I V E  P A C K A G E S  I N C L U D E :A F F O R D A B L E  A L L - I N C L U S I V E  P A C K A G E S  I N C L U D E :

recreationrecreationmeetingmeetingdiningdininglodginglodging



I t's more than just housing, it's an experience! 

S T A Y  HE R E  

State of the art facilities located in North County San Diego 

ME E T  HE R E  

E A T  HE R E  P L A Y  HE R E

C ONT A C T  US  

apartment style accommodations 

9,0 0 0  square foot ballroom 

smart &  standard classrooms 

pristine fields 

unique spaces 

outdoor plazas 

dining &  catering services 

year- round reservations 

summer overnight accommodations 
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By
Selena 
Fragassi 

As event 
planners, you 
know there’s 
no time like the 
present to plan 
for the future. 

Planners are 
always working 
months ahead for 
long-lead events 
and researching 
where the industry 
and trends might 
be headed before 
they happen. 

To make it a little 
easier on you, we 
polled our own 
Unique Venues 
members to get 
their thoughts on 
what they expect 
to change or 
stay the same 
in several key 
areas including 
food, rates, 
social media, 
and renovations. 
Here are their 
responses. 

 The Unique Venues 2019

  Trend
Forecast 

As we bid adieu to all the great accomplishments of 2018, we’ll 
soon be focusing on 2019. We polled our members to find out 
what will be trending for food, décor, technology, rates and 
more in the new year. 

TREND REPORT

unique venues  <   winter 201954
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62%

26%

6%

4%

2%

92%

74%

18%

8%

6%

6%

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100%

60%

22%

14%

2%

2%

Professional Meetings/ Trainings/Conferences/Retreats 

Youth Competitions/Retreats/Social Events

Wedding Ceremonies/Receptions

Adult Social Events/Gatherings/Family Reunions 

Leisure Travel

Which business type are you expecting will bring
your venue the most revenue in 2019?

f

l

i

P

T

Facebook

LinkedIn

Instagram

Pinterest

Twitter

Which social media platform will you use the most to
engage with meeting & event planners in 2019?

Wi-Fi

Built-in Projection & Screens in Meeting Rooms

Video Conferencing

Smart Boards

Apple TV/Smart TV

Other

What complimentary technology does your venue
provide for meeting & event spaces?



10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100%

28%

26% 

24% 

22% 

58%  

42% 

52%  

41% 

7% 

68%  

32%

22%

20% 

12% 

25 - 50%

51 - 75%

0 - 25%

76 - 100%

What percentage of your food and beverage
are you expecting to source locally in 2019?

YES

NO

Are you planning any renovations or
updates to your venue in 2019?

Aesthetic Renovation

New Venue

An Addition to an Existing Venue

Which type of renovations or
updates are you planning?

Catering / Food Trucks

Team Building Activities

Live Music

Other

Art / Décor

What local experiences such as entertainment,
dining, attractions, & culture do you offer

meeting & event planners when booking events?
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10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100%

58% 

38%

4%

76% 

24%

58% 

38%

2%

2%

53% 

47%

3-5%

1-2%

> 5%

What percentage do you expect rates to increase?

YES

NO

Does your venue offer one-stop-shop services to
meeting & event planners? One-stop-shop services are 
defined as one contact, one contract, and one invoice.

What is the average group size
you will serve at your venue in 2019?

100-499 attendees

< 100 attendees

1,000-4,999 attendees

500-999 attendees

In 2019, rates are expected to:

Increase

Stay the Same
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River City Venues
River City Venues is the most sophisticated event complex on the Mississippi. For an intimate 
group of 25, or a dynamic group of 25,000, our expert event planners will make your event 

shine. And what better place to plan your next event than in New Orleans? Get in touch to learn  
more about our venues, catering, mask-making workshops, and French Quarter hotel packages!

Your Unforgettable Event Starts Here! 
www.RiverCityVenues.com

Parties • Conferences • Team Building • Weddings • Corporate Events

River City Ballroom River City Ballroom

MGW Plaza

MGW Plaza

Grand Oaks Mansion River City Ballroom

River City BallroomRiver City Plaza & TentFloat Den



And the

are...

It’s award season at Unique Venues as we celebrate the 22 
winners in the Fifth Annual Best of Awards. From the best venue 
for sports/youth camps to the best venue to film a movie or TV 

show, here are the shining stars of our industry.

By Selena Fragassi

For the past five years, we have honored the unique, non-traditional, special, and 
memorable venues that don’t always get as much credit as the run-of-the-mill spaces that 
fill up the meetings and events industry. We are proud to pay homage to your picks for 
the business centers, campuses, museums and cultural centers, and more that are going 

above and beyond to provide unparalleled service and professionalism—and making our 
community grow even stronger. Congratulations to all the winners and runners up!
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Best High-Tech Venue
Winner: Enclave, Las Vegas, NV
Located about a mile outside of  Vegas’ McCarran International 

Airport, Enclave offers cutting-edge audio, visual, and lighting 

capabilities for all event needs. Enclave’s main space, 

The Signature Room, was acoustically treated for optimal 

sound with more than 1,000 amps of  power and a rigging 

capacity of  40 tons. In addition, Enclave offers top-of-the-line 

Crestron video teleconference technology, allowing seamless 

collaboration with colleagues all around the world. Throughout 

the building, private boardrooms come equipped with LED 

screens and easy laptop connectivity. Plus, an extensive fiber 

optic network runs throughout the venue, making it possible to 

share content between all spaces within the facility. There’s also 

a dedicated loading dock and multiple loading areas, including 

large glass elephant doors to accommodate oversized vehicles 

and displays from street level. “Enclave has this amazing fiber 

optic network that allows us to push video signal to and from 

just about every room in the building, wherever we want it, 

however we design it,” says Joshua Sieck, technical director 

for AFWERX FusionXperience, just one of  Enclave’s clients. 

“It’s that capability that is the primary reason that we chose 

Enclave.”

UniqueVenues.com/Enclave // (702) 747.9900

Runners Up: University of Maryland, College Park (College Park, MD, 

UniqueVenues.com/umcollegepark); Sheridan Conference Centre & 

Residence (Oakville, ON, UniqueVenues.ca/SheridanOakville)

Best Venue for When the Meeting’s Over
Winner: Birch Aquarium at Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, La Jolla, CA
It’s an ocean out there, and guests can learn more about 

what lurks underneath 71 percent of  the Earth’s surface at 

the Birch Aquarium. This special venue, part of  the Scripps 

Institution of  Oceanography at the University of  California San 

Diego, not only has full event and meeting capabilities (hosting 

more than 100 educational and corporate events a year), but 

also provides a breadth of  experiences that guests can enjoy. 

“Birch Aquarium events include exclusive use of  the entire 

facility. Guests are able to explore ocean habitats, get hands-

on with groundbreaking science, and take pictures with one of  

the largest whale sculptures in the world—all while enjoying 

exquisite farm-to-table and locally-sourced food from one 

of  the venue’s exclusive caterers,” says Beth Downing Chee, 

marketing director. Some options include a Shark Discovery 

program; a hands-on encounter with sea stars, hermit crabs, 

and sea cucumbers; an exclusive viewing of  the 20-minute Kelp 

Forest Dive Show; and a behind-the-scenes Octopus Encounter, 

all led by professional, knowledgeable staff. In the next few 

years, Birch Aquarium will also develop a new daytime venue 

space for conferences and groups with indoor and outdoor 

access that will take advantage of  the aquarium’s $20 million 

view of  the Pacific Ocean.

UniqueVenues.com/BirchAquarium // (858) 822.5439

Runners Up: University of Georgia Center for Continuing Education & Hotel 

(Athens, GA, UniqueVenues.com/ugcce); Museum of Science and Industry 

(Chicago, IL, UniqueVenues.com/MSIChicago)

Birch aquarium at scripps institution 
of oceanography, la jolla, ca

Enclave, Las Vegas, NV
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Best City Center Venue
Winner: Vantage Venues, Toronto, ON
Street smarts are part of  the identity of  this lush Toronto 

venue, which provides a wealth of  big city conveniences as well 

as an urban paradise just outside its doors. To start, Vantage 

Venues is located atop one of  the downtown district’s busiest 

subway stations, making it easy for those commuting to 

meetings or events. The repurposed commercial office space is 

also near a myriad of  restaurants and theatres like the famous 

Roy Thomson Hall and the Opera House, and though it doesn’t 

have overnight accommodations, Vantage Venues is within 

three blocks of  five major downtown hotels. And when you book 

an event in the Club Suite on the 27th penthouse floor, you’ll 

get views of  major Toronto landmarks seen from double height 

windows that provide a sense of  spaciousness uncommon in 

office towers. However, the big city charm doesn’t come with 

a big price tag, says Managing Director Andrew Hodd. “We 

are affordable because we offer everything in-house. There is 

no need to engage a separate caterer or A/V company.” While 

financial clients are still their biggest market sector, Hodd also 

works with legal, government, medical, and other organizations 

that are attracted to the burgeoning technology hub in Toronto.

UniqueVenues.ca/VantageVenues // (416) 366.4228

Runners Up: Boston University (Boston, MA, UniqueVenues.com/

BostonUniv); Arts Club Theatre Company, BMO Theatre Centre (Vancouver, 

BC, UniqueVenues.ca/ArtsClubTheatreCompany-BMOTheatreCentre)

Best Venue for LGBTQ-Friendly Events
Winner: Grant Humphreys Mansion, Denver, CO
Pride runs deep at the Grant Humphreys Mansion, which is 

one of  the top venues serving Denver’s LGBTQ community. To 

better cater to the needs of  its clientele and make everyone feel 

welcome, the venue decided to change the layout and signage 

of  its building to be as inclusive as possible. The mansion 

has neither groom rooms nor bridal suites, but rather gender-

neutral changing suites open to all parties. Grant Humphreys 

Mansion also only adds vendors that are known to be inclusive 

to its preferred list; as well, the venue routinely publishes 

photos of  same-sex couples in their print publications, and 

publicly showcases LGBTQ wedding examples to prospective 

clients. “I want to highlight our venue as not just an inclusive 

space but a safe, judgment-free space where we celebrate the 

rainbow of  love rather than restricting it,” Director Rita Rollman 

says. “We have #OpenColorado listed on our webpage and our 

social media accounts so everyone knows we are an inclusive 

venue.” In addition to welcoming transgender and same-sex 

weddings, the Grant Humphreys Mansion recently hosted the 

Pride and Prejudice gay bridal show as the staff  continues to 

spread a message of  love for all.

UniqueVenues.com/GrantHumphreysMansion // (303) 894.2505

Runners Up: Smooth Sailing Celebrations (New York, NY, UniqueVenues.

com/SmoothSailing); Silver Falls Lodge & Conference Center (Sublimity, OR, 

UniqueVenues.com/SilverFallsLodge)

Grant Humphreys Mansion, Denver, CO

Vantage Venues, Toronto, ON
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Best Venue to Gather for the Day
Winner: OFFSITE Chicago, Chicago, IL
The beauty of  a space like OFFSITE Chicago is that you never 

have to leave the building to get what you need for a meeting. 

Though, you’ll want to since it’s located in Chicago’s bustling 

West Loop neighborhood with many top-notch dining venues 

that make up the city’s Restaurant Row. OFFSITE Chicago is 

a planner’s dream, a turnkey meeting space that was built 

from the ground up to optimize productivity as well as inspire 

creativity with a functional layout and inclusive meeting 

packages. “OFFSITE is a modern option that’s broken out 

of  the mold of  traditional event spaces,” says Co-founder 

Patrick Everett. “There are endless possibilities for the flow of  

your event.” Flexibility is a key selling point, with no food and 

beverage minimums (work with an in-house menu coordinator 

or bring your own catering) and a floor plan and furniture (all 

included) that are versatile for a variety of  functions, from 

board meetings and brainstorming sessions to focus groups, 

product launches, and social events. 

UniqueVenues.com/OffsiteChicago // (312) 655.8000

Runners Up: The Conference Center at Waltham Woods (Waltham, MA, 

UniqueVenues.com/walthamwoods); University of Miami, Office of 

Conference Services (Coral Gables, FL, UniqueVenues.com/UnivMiami)

Best Venue for Small Gatherings
Winner: Historic Rosemont Manor, Berryville, VA
Size does matter—especially when you have a small 

meeting group that you don’t want to feel overwhelmed in 

an oversized room. A great fit is Historic Rosemont Manor in 

scenic northern Virginia, which has been offering its brand of  

charming hospitality for 200 years. While the newly renovated 

carriage house can host up to 200 attendees, 

Historic Rosemont Manor excels at more intimate 

gatherings. The manor includes boutique options 

like the parlor and sunroom, which offer cozy 

space for 10 guests, a mini conference center with 

room for up to 15 people, and a dining room that 

accommodates up to 40 guests. “In the evenings, 

our groups love to gather around the fire pit on our 

Grand Terrace and roast s'mores or sip a glass of  

wine (sometimes both),” says Communications and 

Marketing Manager Jackie Puglisi, adding that the 

60-acre property also has chances for unique team-

building. Package pricing is also custom and can 

include overnight accommodations (for up to 85 

guests), A/V equipment, conference supplies, and breakfast, 

lunch, and dinner. Chefs, too, are trained to accommodate 

each guest's dietary needs. In 2019, the venue plans to open 

Historic Rosemont Springs, an elegant barn venue catering to 

the wedding market that features a grand fireplace, garden 

terrace, and a 10-foot waterfall. 

UniqueVenues.com/RosemontManor // (540) 955.2834

Runners Up: Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum (Springfield, 

IL, UniqueVenues.com/LincolnLibrary); Boston College Connors Center 

(Boston, MA, UniqueVenues.com/BCConnorsCenter)

OFFSITE Chicago, Chicago, IL

Historic Rosemont Manor, Berryville, VA



Best Venue to Film A Movie 
or TV Show
Winner: The Polygon Gallery, North Vancouver, BC
In recent years, Vancouver has affectionately become known 

as “Hollywood North,” and it isn’t difficult to see why when big 

networks such as Netflix and The Hallmark Channel come rolling 

into town to film projects at the brand-new Polygon Gallery. 

Located in the revitalized Shipyards District full of  boutique 

shops and restaurants, The Polygon Gallery might be only a 

year old, but the space has quickly become a highly coveted 

venue for film scouts, bringing in more than $82,000 in film 

productions in 2018 alone. In addition to Netflix, its client list 

includes an impressive roster of  talent, including an upcoming 

Orlando Bloom project, called “Needle in a Timestack,” which 

was filmed in part here. “We work closely with the City of  

North Vancouver to provide indoor/outdoor spaces which are 

very attractive to location scouts,” says Faye Bednarczyk, who 

heads up venue rentals and tourism partnerships. With floor-

to-ceiling glass walls built by world-renowned architects and 

majestic views that pour out over the harbour, many “regular” 

clients are also choosing this waterfront space as the backdrop 

for their own cinematic-like masterpieces.

UniqueVenues.ca/PolygonGallery // (778) 288.4456

Runners Up: The Art Factory (Paterson, NJ, UniqueVenues.com/

TheArtFactory); University of Toronto Scarborough (Scarborough, ON, 

UniqueVenues.ca/utorontoscarborough)

Best Venue with Outdoor/
Rooftop Event Space
Winner: President Lincoln’s Cottage, 
Washington, D.C.
Once an important venue for entertaining during the Civil War, 

President Lincoln’s Cottage offers a unique and storied setting 

for private and corporate events that once housed Lincoln and 

his family during his administration. Beyond the extensively 

renovated 34-room main building, the Cottage also offers a 

“green sanctuary” in the heart of  the nation’s capital. The 

272-acre campus, A National Trust Historic Site, features “a 

majestic lawn, ancient trees, and verdant gardens that lend an 

air of  enchantment, while the impressive architecture of  19th 

century buildings offer a striking backdrop for any event,” says 

Event Manager Sahand Miraminy. “The lawn can accommodate 

formal receptions, ceremonies, large festivals, team-building 

events, and a favorite pastime that has been enjoyed on the 

grounds for generations—lawn games.” Miraminy adds that 

the grounds are fully accessible and free and ample parking 

is provided. Recently, President Lincoln’s Cottage announced 

that more than 25,000 square feet of  newly available historic 

buildings and ground space will be open to the public 

exclusively for events, including the largest lawn tent in D.C. for 

outdoor events.

UniqueVenues.com/PresidentLincolnsCottage // (202) 688.3732

Runners Up: Birch Aquarium at Scripps Institution of Oceanography (La 

Jolla, CA, UniqueVenues.com/BirchAquarium); Enclave (Las Vegas, NV, 

UniqueVenues.com/Enclave)

The Polygon Gallery, 
North Vancouver, BC

President Lincoln’s Cottage, Washington, D.C.
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Best Venue for Expos and
Tradeshows (TIE)
Winner: Chase Center on the Riverfront, 
Wilmington, DE
Expos have met their match with Chase Center on the Riverfront, 

which offers 16 expansive rooms spread across 90,000 square 

feet overlooking the Christina River in Wilmington, Delaware. 

All rooms are fully equipped with state-of-the-art A/V, including 

projection, staging, lighting, electrical, video conferencing, 

and complimentary Wi-Fi, and all rooms are located on one 

floor, providing seamless and easy access for attendees. 

Wilmington Hall has 21,900 square feet of  exhibit space 

that can accommodate 130 booths, and it flows right into 

Governors’ Hall, which has 10,300 square feet allowing for an 

additional 50 booths. For smaller exhibits the 12,800-square-

foot Riverfront Ballroom can fit 65 booths. “We have a long-

standing relationship with a trade show company in our area 

that is very well equipped at providing booths, assembly, 

drayage, and any other services that may be needed,” says 

Theresa M. Fera, director of  sales and marketing. The Center 

also offers drive-in access and 24-hour on-site security to assist 

vendors during load-in and load-out. Previous clients include 

major large-scale events such as the Delaware Auto Show and 

the Delaware Antique Show that enjoyed cost-savings since the 

Center is located in a tax-free state.  

UniqueVenues.com/ChaseCenter // (302) 425.3929

Winner: MetLife Stadium, East Rutherford, NJ
Located a stone’s throw away from Manhattan is MetLife 

Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey, home of  the New York 

Jets and Giants. In addition to housing two premier football 

teams, the oversized venue can also host major functions such 

as the American Bridal Expo as well as events for clients like 

FedEx and Dodge RAM thanks to the abundance of  tradeshow 

space and a loading dock with extendable hours. MetLife 

Stadium comes equipped with four flexible rooms ranging from 

a generous 18,000 square feet all the way to 60,000 square 

feet. “All spaces are continuous, and have a great view of  the 

field and stadium,” says Kelli Frazier, manager of  special events 

sales and services. The stadium’s field is also available to rent 

and stadium tours can be coordinated for guests, making this 

venue a win-win for planners and attendees.

UniqueVenues.com/MetLifeStadium // (201) 559.1710

Runner Up: Coppin State University (Baltimore, MD, UniqueVenues.com/Coppin)

Best Venue for Transportation Access
Winner: Boston University, Boston, MA
Whether by land, air, sea, or on foot, Boston University is 

easily accessible given its convenient location near the city’s 

downtown hub and just eight miles from Logan International 

Airport. Attendees have a variety of  options to explore the city 

while visiting, too, with many free or affordable transportation 

opportunities including a citywide trolley service and abundant 

Zipcars. Boston University has its own free shuttle, too, and the 

university offers boating options from its BU Sailing Pavilion 

(private boat tours are also available). Boston’s citywide 

bikeshare program, Bluebikes, is another option that lets you 

Chase Center on the Riverfront, 
Wilmington, DE

MetLife Stadium, East Rutherford, NJ

Boston University



unique venues  <   winter 201966

pick up and drop off  a ride from several locations on campus.

Plus, the campus’ central location lets you venture on foot 

easily, with several museums, shops, restaurants, and even 

Fenway Park an easy walk away. BU’s Commonwealth Avenue 

Improvement Project will also “enhance pedestrian and cyclist 

safety as well as beautify the urban landscape,” says Miranda 

McLean, assistant director, sales & client services at Boston 

University Events and Conferences. Once completed, the 

project will offer sidewalk improvements, raised crosswalks, 

protected bike lanes, and many more enhancements.

UniqueVenues.com/BostonUniv // (617) 353.3520

Runners Up: Virginia Tech Executive Briefing Center (Arlington, VA, 

UniqueVenues.com/VTEBC); University of Miami, Office of Conference 

Services (Coral Gables, FL, UniqueVenues.com/UnivMiami)

Best Small Market Venue
Winner: Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & 
Museum, Springfield, IL
History buffs will feel right at home at this special venue 

located just a few hours south of  Chicago and 90 minutes 

from St. Louis in Springfield, Illinois, a town renowned for its 

relationship with President Abraham Lincoln.  “[The venue] 

tells the story of  perhaps our nation’s greatest president, in 

the city where he once lived and worked,” says Britta Brackney, 

promotions manager at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 

Library and Museum. Though it’s located in a small market, 

its opportunities are exponential. The museum is near a 

regional airport and because it’s situated in the central U.S. 

it’s convenient for travelers. Plus, Brackney says, “Day or night, 

the event experiences we offer are what I believe make us stand 

out in the market.” During the day the Library’s multipurpose 

room is ideal for meetings and seminars with several setup 

options and built-in A/V including an expansive video wall. 

The rental also includes a reception gallery for breakout or 

lunch space. Evening events are held in the Museum Plaza 

rotunda with a replica of  the log cabin where Lincoln and his 

family lived as well as a replica of  the White House; guests 

have sole use of  the property after hours. By the end of  2018, 

the museum plans on updating its daytime event packages to 

include locally focused menu options and other new amenities.

UniqueVenues.com/LincolnLibrary // (217) 558.8873

Runners Up: University of Notre Dame (Notre Dame, IN, UniqueVenues.

com/notredameconfcenter); Boulders Conference Center (Denison, IA, 

UniqueVenues.com/BouldersConferenceCenter)

Best Renovation
Winner: The Club & Guest House at University of 
California, Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, CA
Originally built in 1968 by architect Charles W. Moore and 

associate William Turnbull, for five decades this historic 

building has been considered a “living room” on the campus of  

the University of  California, Santa Barbara. Members, faculty, 

students, the local community, and visitors from around the 

world have socialized, dined, and stayed overnight in its lagoon-

front digs complete with ocean views. In 2014, the once named 

Faculty Club began an extensive renovation and expansion 

plan, in partnership with the university’s Housing, Dining & 

Auxiliary Enterprises. With its reopening in January 2017, 

the space now boasts a modernized design with LEED silver 

certification recognizing the sustainable and energy-efficient 

construction. With the new space also came a rebranding 

strategy, from its name change to The Club & Guest House and 

a logo redesign. “We offer an all-inclusive guest experience with 

fine-dining luncheon settings in a spacious main dining room, 

a 34-room, boutique hotel-style Guest House, private meeting 

areas, an inviting bar and lounge, state-of-the-art conference 

spaces, and an outdoor terrace for special occasions,” says 

Whitney Morris, assistant director of  Conference & Hospitality 

Services at UC Santa Barbara. 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library & Museum, Springfield, IL

The Club & Guest House at University of 
California, Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, CA

A
B

R
A

H
A

M
 L

IN
C

O
L

N
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
IA

L
 L

IB
R

A
R

Y &
 M

U
S

E
U

M
 P

H
O

TO
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y O
F

 JIL
L

 G
U

M
 P

H
O

TO
G

R
A

P
H

Y



winter 2019  >  uniquevenues.com 67

UniqueVenues.com/UCSB // (805) 893.3072

Runners Up: York University (Toronto, ON, UniqueVenues.ca/YorkUniversity); 

Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art (Vancouver, BC, UniqueVenues.ca/

BillReidGallery)

Best Venue for Reunions
Winner: Silver Bay YMCA Conference and Family 
Retreat Center on Lake George, Silver Bay, NY
This year marks an impressive fifth win for Silver Bay YMCA 

Conference and Family Retreat Center in the “best venue for 

reunions” category, which is no surprise to anyone that has 

visited this scenic location situated on 700 acres on Lake 

George in the Adirondack Mountains. “We are so honored to 

have won this category every year since the award’s inception,” 

says Marketing and Communications Director Liz Lastowski. 

“Silver Bay YMCA excels at reunions because we truly love to 

serve. We have guests who have been part of  the Silver Bay 

fabric for generations and we welcome each new guest into our 

Silver Bay family as well.” In fact, the staff  is made up of  college 

students that grew up vacationing at Silver Bay and add to the 

warm atmosphere. An exciting recent addition is the opening 

of  the new William Boyd Center in 2018, a 43,000-square-foot 

building that boasts 22 air-conditioned guest rooms, including 

four sets of  suites. Most rooms also feature a balcony with 

stunning lake views. As well, the new facility features a large 

dining room with both indoor and outdoor seating, and a 

dividable conference room that can host up to 300 people. In 

2018 alone, the Retreat Center hosted more than 40 formal 

family reunions with multi-generational visitors from 15 states.

UniqueVenues.com/SilverBayYMCA // (518) 543.8833

Runners Up: The Conference Center at Montclair State University (Montclair, 

NJ, UniqueVenues.com/MontclairStateConfCtr); Sheridan Conference Centre 

& Residence (Oakville, ON, UniqueVenues.ca/SheridanOakville)

Best Venue for Unique or Locally 
Sourced Catering
Winner: The College of William & Mary, 
Williamsburg, VA
The team at The College of  William and Mary are truly 

getting their hands dirty providing an authentic farm-to-table 

experience for diners at its facilities. In addition to sourcing 

from area and local farms at the Williamsburg Farmers Market, 

the Dining Services team plants, tends, and harvests seasonal 

crops at Kel Rae Farms in Toano, Virginia. The work is done by 

staff  and students at the college, and the bounty is brought 

back to be used in the dining program, including the annual 

Farm to Fork Dinner. The popular Fall event is planned around 

the seasonal crops, served family style on long banquet tables 

in the college’s Sunken Garden, and has become a popular 

tradition at William and Mary for both students and the 

community that are welcome to attend with the purchase of  

a modestly priced ticket. “Not only is it important to know 

where your food is coming from, but it’s also important to 

support and engage with the farm community in your area,” 

says Mariellynn D. Maurer, director of  conference services at 

the college. “People connect over food. Just as we’ve seen a 

cultural shift of  people wanting to know more about their food, 

we notice that our events are becoming more mindful as well.”

UniqueVenues.com/WilliamandMary // (757) 221.4084

Runners Up: Chicago Botanic Garden (Glencoe, IL, UniqueVenues.com/

ChicagoBotanicGarden); Alnoba (Kensington, NH, UniqueVenues.com/Alnoba)

THE College of William 
& Mary, Williamsburg, VA

Silver Bay YMCA Conference and Family Retreat 
Center on Lake George, Silver Bay, NY
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Best Venue for Youth/Sports Groups
Winner: University of Maryland, College Park, MD
The third time is a charm for the University of  Maryland, 

College Park, taking home the award in this category for the 

third year in a row. With more than 8,000 beds, two dining 

halls, and two-layer security on the fully contained suburban 

campus, UMD is an ideal place for youth groups, particularly 

in the summer. “Each summer, sports camps, run by our BIG 

TEN Conference coaches, combine with college immersion, 

special studies, and STEAM programs of  many types to make 

[our campus] a truly premier venue,” says Joe E. Criscuoli, 

marketing, sales, publications & outreach coordinator. “Plus, 

our Ropes Challenge Course, Rock Climbing Wall, Ice Cream 

Socials from the Maryland Dairy, and TerpZone facility are 

must do add-ons for any youth program.” The campus can 

also provide in-house motor coach charters for easy ground 

transportation to nearby Baltimore and Washington, D.C. 

Groups big and small flocked to the campus located near 

the nation’s capital this past year, from a 16-student summer 

program to National History Day, where thousands of  students 

from across the country congregated at the university for a 

large-scale academic competition. Options for groups will 

continue to expand as the campus is about to break ground on 

two new residence halls and a new dining hall this year.

UniqueVenues.com/umcollegepark // (301) 314.7884

Runners Up: Camp Chief Hector YMCA (Exshaw, AB, UniqueVenues.ca/

CampChiefHector); Simon Fraser University - Burnaby (Burnaby, BC, 

UniqueVenues.ca/SimonFraser)

Best Earth-Friendly Venue 
Winner: Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO
Sustainability is at the very foundation of  Colorado State 

University, with a program committed to actively engaging 

students, guests, and staff  to be responsible stewards when 

it comes to preserving the environment. And it shows in the 

numerous awards bestowed upon the university, including 

being named the number-one Greenest College in 2017 by 

BestColleges.com and maintaining its Sustainability Tracking, 

Assessment & Rating System’s platinum level, the first 

institution in the world to receive this rating and now maintaining 

it for a second consecutive year. “As a land-grant university, 

we’re compelled to conserve and protect the world around us,” 

says Marketing Manager Jen Smith. “It’s central to everything 

we do, an ongoing mission that we embrace together.” Besides 

a robust overall program that includes electric car charging 

stations on campus, trayless dining centers that divert 93 

percent of  food waste and donates leftovers to local food 

banks, and sustainability-related research in more than 90 

percent of  CSU’s departments, the campus is busy with new 

developments. That includes pursuing more LEED certified 

buildings on campus (currently there are 26) and a plan to be 

completely carbon neutral by 2050. 

UniqueVenues.com/CSU // (970) 491.0416

Runners Up: StFX University Hotel & Conference Services (Antigonish, NS, 

UniqueVenues.ca/StFrancisXavierUniv); Humboldt State University (Arcata, 

CA, UniqueVenues.com/humboldtstate)

University of Maryland, College Park, MD

Colorado State University Conference & Event 
Services, Fort Collins, CO
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Best Venue for Spiritual/Wellness 
Gatherings
Winner: Boston College Connors Center, 
Dover, MA 
Owned and operated by Boston College, The Connors Center’s 

primary mission is “to provide a venue for contemplative 

retreats,” says General Manager Susan Burton. It’s an easy task 

given the location and amenities offered here. Located in Dover, 

Massachusetts, the 80-acre estate house is a 50,000-square-

foot facility that offers a main house with 12 light-filled rooms 

including built-in bookshelves, fireplaces, wood-paneled 

parlors, and large windows that look out over ornate stone 

pathways and archways. The focal point for spiritual retreats is 

The Chapel of  St. Ignatius, which offers private reflection rooms 

furnished with plenty of  pillows for relaxation and reflection. 

Serenity continues outside with wooden walking trails and 

formal gardens on the grounds, along with comfortable sitting 

areas that are perfect for yoga sessions, or groups can take 

a break with a walk along the Charles River. Given the calm 

surroundings, it’s no surprise a number of  groups have used 

the facilities for silent retreats, Burton points out, while other 

groups have incorporated wellness components into their 

meetings, including mindfulness and yoga. “We’ve partnered 

with local parishes hosting student and/or staff  retreats, 

university campus ministry offices coordinating student 

vocational and spiritual retreats, as well as Dharmas seeking 

a week-long experience,” adds Burton. The overnight lodging 

can accommodate up to 90 guests with six signature suites, 

21 guest wing suites, and 36 single-occupancy guest rooms.

UniqueVenues.com/BCConnorsCenter // (617) 552.9210

Runners Up: Silver Bay YMCA - Conference and Family Retreat Center on 

Lake George (Silver Bay, NY, UniqueVenues.com/SilverBayYMCA); Colorado 

State University (Fort Collins, CO, UniqueVenues.com/CSU)

Best Meeting Package 
Winner: The Conference Center at Waltham 
Woods, Waltham, MA 
In the competitive Boston market, The Conference Center at 

Waltham Woods offers all-inclusive options and top amenities 

to attract new and returning clients. Since its inception in 

2003, the Center has offered comprehensive meeting packages 

for both full- and half-day offerings, giving options to mix 

and match or stack the deck for a fully furnished event. “We 

continually strive to offer our guests the latest in technology, 

food trends, and furnishings,” says Sales Coordinator Isabelle 

Aurelio. From the latest available technology to a variety of  

menu options and even ergonomic chairs to ensure attendees 

are comfortable throughout the event, the Center strives to 

make sure every detail is covered in each full-service package 

with convenient per person pricing. The popular full-day 

package includes furnished meeting rooms with a variety 

of  audiovisual equipment options, including projection, a 

sound system, and teleconferencing availability, continental 

breakfast, continuous morning and afternoon refreshments, 

and a healthy and abundant lunch buffet. Planners can choose 

to add a reception at the end of  a meeting with a variety of  

hors d’oeuvres and bar service with a full liquor license. Half-

day packages are also offered with or without lunch service. 

On-site meeting planners work with you to make sure every 

need is met. 

UniqueVenues.com/walthamwoods // (781) 434.7499

Runner Up: Metro Meeting Centers - Boston (Boston, MA, UniqueVenues.

com/MetroMeetingBoston)

Boston College Connors Center, 
Dover, MA

The Conference Center at Waltham Woods, 
Waltham, MA
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Best Event Package 
Winner: McNamara Alumni Center, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
Clients looking to save money while simultaneously raising 

funds have found a venue partner with McNamara Alumni 

Center. The 231,000-square-foot center, opened in 2000, hosts 

nearly 900 meetings a year, including 8-12 galas per year 

on average. Many take advantage of  the McNamara Alumni 

Center’s fundraiser package. “We have offered this package 

with ‘freebies’ for a few years now and it has nice perks for 

planners,” says Amy T. Leyden, director of  marketing and 

sales. “It seems to give us a competitive edge.” The extras, 

offered at no additional charge for fundraising events, include 

portable panels to hang auction items from and wooden easels 

for signage, as well as Lavalier or handheld microphones 

for auctioneers, two small meetings rooms for storage or 

volunteer headquarters, discounts on equipment rental, and a 

variety of  other amenities that help keep costs down. “Having 

these options really helps with estimates for gala planners and 

it helps convey our expertise in hosting complex, multi-room 

events,” Leyden says. 

UniqueVenues.com/mcnamara // (612) 625.8876

Runners Up: 1909 Taverne Moderne - Montreal (Montreal, QC, 

UniqueVenues.ca/1909TaverneModereneMontreal); Bowlero - Eden Prairie 

(Eden Prairie, MN, UniqueVenues.com/BowleroEdenPrairie)

Best Venue for Formal Affairs
Winner: National Archives Museum, 
Washington, D.C.
You’d be hard pressed to find more formal event space in the 

nation’s capital than the National Archives Museum, which 

is home to the Declaration of  Independence, the American 

Constitution, and the Bill of  Rights. “While the museum is 

not one of  the largest event spaces in the D.C. area, what the 

museum lacks in space, it makes up in history and ambience,” 

says Cerise Motley, special events assistant. When guests enter 

they are welcomed into the Visitor Orientation Plaza where 

they can enjoy a reception outside of  the David M. Rubenstein 

Gallery, home to the permanent “Records of  Rights” exhibit. 

During galas, if  groups would like to have a formal program 

before they are seated for dinner, the William G. McGowan 

Theater offers a 290-seat room. Next to the Rotunda for the 

Charters of  Freedom (where the Declaration of  Independence, 

the Constitution, and the Bill of  Rights live) is the Rotunda 

Galleries where guests are seated and wined and dined. The 

room has added ambiance with 75-foot vaulted ceilings, 

marble floors, and bronze accents that pair up well with black 

tie events. One of  the biggest events the museum hosts every 

year is the Records of  Achievement Award Ceremony and 

Gala, a tribute to individuals “whose work has cultivated a 

broader national awareness of  the history and identity of  the 

United States”; previous recipients have included Tom Hanks,           

Lin-Manuel Miranda, and Robert Edsel. In November, the 

National Archives Museum will also open its doors for its very 

first wedding ceremony.

UniqueVenues.com/NationalArchives // (202) 357.5404

Runners Up: Grant Humphreys Mansion (Denver, CO, UniqueVenues.com/

GrantHumphreysMansion); Keep Memory Alive Event Center (Las Vegas, NV, 

UniqueVenues.com/KeepMemoryAliveEventCenter)

McNamara Alumni Center, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN

National Archives Museum, Washington, D.C.
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Best Conference Center
Winner: University of Georgia Center for 
Continuing Education & Hotel, Athens, GA
Conferences of  every size (up to 600 people) will find their 

home at this full-service conference center and hotel, owned 

and managed by the University of  Georgia. “If  a client needs 

something, our employees are empowered to make sure it’s 

done,” says Elizabeth J. Hovell, senior sales professional. High-

tech services are provided from in-house teams (rather than 

third party vendors) while the conference services team can 

offer full service registration including collection of  funds, 

and booking hotel suites, meeting facilities, and banquet 

rooms. Originally opened in 1957, the venue was purpose 

built with meetings in mind. “We have a lot of  meeting space 

proportionally to the number of  hotel rooms so we don’t have 

to double dip, groups meet in separate rooms from breakout 

spaces and there are dedicated dining rooms, too,” adds Hovell. 

Each room has ergonomic chairs and intentional lighting, and 

meals happen at 60-inch round tables where guests can talk 

to each other, “because we believe that interaction is also an 

important part of  education,” she says. Currently the property 

is mid-renovation “putting the modern into Mid-Century” with 

a total renovation of  dining facilities, the ballroom, hotel, and 

lawn areas. “We want to make sure our hotel is on par with our 

meeting facilities, which are recognized as some of  the best in 

the state,” says Hovell.

UniqueVenues.com/ugcce // (706) 542.2654

Runners Up: UCLA Lake Arrowhead Conference Center (Lake Arrowhead, 

CA, UniqueVenues.com/UCLALakeArrowhead); StFX University Hotel & 

Conference Services (Antigonish, NS, UniqueVenues.ca/StFrancisXavierUniv)

Best Venue for Team-Building
Winner: The Conference Center at Montclair State 
University, Montclair, NJ
As the old adage goes, there’s no “I” in “Team,” and the staff  

at The Conference Center at Montclair State University makes 

sure team-building activities incorporate everyone in the group 

to help lead to successful outcomes such as critical thinking, 

team bonding, and problem solving. Some of  the most popular 

options include culinary team exercises, adventure/escape 

rooms, and game show-inspired activities including “finish that 

line” karaoke and “Family Feud” match ups. “Team-building 

has always been a critical aspect of  successful businesses, 

but we have definitely seen a spike in the past few years,” says 

Associate Director of  Conferences Kaitlin Kurdyla. “Some are 

coming for a full day of  team-building similar to a retreat. 

Others are just making team-building a scheduled portion of  

their day.” The generous space at the conference center also 

helps provide a space conducive for activities. “Because the 

space is so large with large screens, everyone can see what 

is going on and participate, and we can divide the room up 

various ways for escape rooms. We’ve also had an increase 

in the use of  interactive activities that utilize technology, 

for example a trivia game with synergy on our screens and 

on people’s smartphones,” Kurdyla adds. “These events are 

always fantastic.”

UniqueVenues.com/MontclairStateConfCtr // (973) 655.3431 

Runners Up: Historic Rosemont Manor (Berryville, VA, UniqueVenues.com/

RosemontManor); Alnoba (Kensington, NH, UniqueVenues.com/Alnoba) uv

University of Georgia Center for Continuing 
Education & Hotel, Athens, GA

The Conference Center at Montclair State 
University, Montclair, NJ
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A turn-of-the-20th-century mansion set on 80 acres of landscaped 

grounds, Boston College’s Connors Center offers all the amenities  

of a full-service conference facility in a bucolic setting only 20 miles 

from downtown Boston.

2017 winner—best small-market venue

features
– Twelve meeting rooms

– Built-in audiovisual systems

– Overnight accommodations

meet@bc.edu  |  www.theconnorscenter.com   |  617-552-9210

– Outdoor function areas

– Formal gardens

– Hospitality suite

Destination
800.233.7505

www.pennstatehotels.com
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By Selena Fragassi

In addition to our celebration of the best venues of 2018, Unique Venues also commends the work 
behind the scenes that has been put into unforgettable marketing campaigns—both print and online—
as well as social media. These thorough and one-of-a-kind pieces have helped to get the word out 
about non-traditional venues and have led to more business. Congrats to all the winners!

Best Marketing Collateral 
Winner: VenueND, University of Notre Dame (Notre Dame, IN)

The University of  Notre Dame’s Office of  Event Management had a big task at hand earlier this year when 

they wanted to let planners know about the opening of  new buildings on campus as well as establishing 

a highly convenient one-stop office. The developments started in late 2016 when the university unveiled 

a new centralized sales and event services office, called VenueND; several months later, in August 2017, 

three new buildings opened surrounding the Notre Dame Stadium that now bring together academics, 

athletics, student life, and hospitality spaces. 

“We worked with z2 Marketing and Visit South Bend [CVB] to create the mailer kit sent to over 250 meeting and event 

planners within a five-hour driving distance,” says Molly Di Carlo, marketing manager. “We wanted to help gain awareness of  all 

the beautiful spaces now available on campus, including the new Duncan Student Center, Corbett Family Hall, O’Neill Hall, the 

AAA Four Diamond Hotel, the Morris Inn, Notre Dame Conference Center, and South Dining Hall.”

The mailer included a large box packed with a 24-page brochure and gold key flash drive offering a video tour, plus 

Market
Our salute to the “best of the year” doesn’t just stop at the places that 

put on thrilling meetings and events, but also for the creative work 
that goes into the attention-grabbing marketing campaigns.

MarketMarket  Appeal 



branded items such as a journal, coffee mug, and 

external charger. A new logo was also utilized for 

VenueND featuring an outline of  the Notre Dame 

skyline with the dome of  the Main Building and the 

Basilica of  the Sacred Heart featured. At the back 

of  the brochure there was also information on the 

university’s special “Golden Experiences,” which offer 

the chance to arrange private tours of  the recently 

renovated stadium as well as private use of  the field 

for activities.

“Each piece was well thought out; we wanted to 

include items that would not only bring awareness to 

VenueND, but we wanted items that would also be useful to the recipients,” says Di Carlo. 

“The direct mailer was a wonderful way to kick off  the opening of  the VenueND office and 

celebrate the new buildings, as well as showcase the beauty and ease of  planning a meeting 

on the historic campus.” 

Di Carlo notes that the sales team followed up with phone calls to the 250 recipients 

of  the mailer and has booked business directly because of  this campaign. “The piece is also 

bringing in future business as the sales team uses the 24-page brochure on tours and at 

conferences and tradeshows,” adds Di Carlo. “It’s also helped us with messaging for future 

campaigns as we learn more about what resonates with meeting 

planners and other guests.”

 UniqueVenues.com/notredameconfcenter // (574) 631.1400

Best Print Ad
Winner: University of Delaware Conference and 
Event Services (Newark, DE)

There are many words that describe the University of  Delaware 

Conference Services in Newark. Decisively. Uniquely. Undoubtedly. 

Impressively. Tastefully. Ultimately. Neighborly. So, the team decided 

to use all seven in a print ad series that simply and directly talks to 

busy meeting planners. Rather than overloading the ads with text, 

the conference services team opted to focus on photos of  the great 

spaces in the Clayton Conference Center and the people behind the 

sales team, in addition to straight-to-the-point two word headlines and 

brief  messaging that hits at the heart of  what they offer. 

“This is my favorite campaign to date,” says Director of  

Conference Services Polly Weir, noting that the idea grew out of  brainstorming sessions with 

Rebecca Del Fabbro, the department’s ad agency partner. “We had input from our young 

blog writer, Peter, as well. We were batting around ideas and words to describe who we are 

and the campaign evolved from there.” She adds, “We wanted to simplify the message with 

great visuals from our new photo [shoot] and rotating, descriptive two-word headlines. Our 

strategy was to build overall awareness and our hopes are that our varying adjectives and 

winter 2019  >  uniquevenues.com 75
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adverbs will stick in people’s minds over time. Ultimately, this campaign was designed to grab attention and 

to get across bigger ideas very simply.”

Another benefit of  this versatile print ad campaign, which was placed in the Delaware Business Times 

and Delaware Today magazine and will soon include digital components, is that “it can be tailored to target 

multiple market segments,” Weir says. “This works well for us because we have several venues beyond 

Clayton Conference Center, each with their own targeted markets. We have used these ads to attract 

corporate meetings, association gatherings (local and regional), social events, and summer housing groups. 

We also market to our internal university staff  and faculty.”

Weir admits the department has seen more awareness since launching the campaign and has booked 

new business as a result, in particular catering to local business meetings, social events, and meetings 

including overnight stays at the university’s beach location.

 “We believe this campaign has longevity and that it can go on for a while,” Weir adds. “We will build on 

the current concept at least for another year.”

UniqueVenues.com/UnivDelawareNewark // (302) 831.3714

Best Website
Winner: Crooked Can Brewery (Orlando, FL)

We say “cheers” to the great design of  the brand-new website promoting this local brewery in Orlando, 

Florida. Not only is it colorful and engaging in bright yellow tones and with full-size photography, but 

the information is laid out logically and easily for the user to find what they need to know about this 

multipurpose venue. 

At the top of  the homepage, users can find an “about us” option, separate sections covering brews 

and food, more on the Plant St. Market where the brewery resides, an event calendar, info on hosting private 

parties, and a shopping portal for unique merchandise. Crooked Can also made a smart decision to offer 

a photo gallery, video gallery, and 3D virtual tour option to give visitors a comprehensive look at the venue, 

especially helpful for those that may not be local to Orlando but are looking for a destination 

meeting or event venue.

 “CrookedCan.com was a completely new redesign from the ground up 

in 2018. The website combines what was originally three separate websites 

into one extremely user-friendly [portal],” says Sean Hughes, managing 

partner of  Avenue Event Group, LLC, which has an exclusive partnership 

with the venue. Hughes notes that the original three websites included 

Crooked Can’s webpage outlining their beers and tap room, a website for 

Plant St. Market that promoted all 15-plus vendors (including Crooked 

Can), and a website that the event team used to promote private parties. 

 “The brand new design serves all three purposes at once and has 

so much to offer to the user. In particular, the virtual tours offered 

throughout the site really give the user the opportunity to ‘be here’ 

and get a feel for the venue and atmosphere.” Hughes adds that the 

revamped CrookedCan.com has been particularly 

successful from an events 
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perspective. “We’ve been able to gain exposure with more potential event 

planners, and have converted more inquiries into actual events booked. …We are 

constantly updating the site to improve content, photos, and events in order to keep it 

up-to-date and relevant for our visitors.” 

UniqueVenues.com/CrookedCanBrewery // (407) 456.7144

Best Social Media Presence 
Winner: Southern Exchange Ballrooms (Atlanta, GA)

With a place as beautiful as Southern Exchange Ballrooms, it’s hard not to talk 

about it on social media. The luxurious and historic settings make for prime 

throwback posts and galleries as well as for promotions highlighting one of  

Southern Living’s best Atlanta-area wedding venues. 

“I am excited to say that we have organically increased our followers by 

over 2,000 people in the last year alone on Instagram,” says Marketing & Social 

Media Manager Tamara Comstock, noting that she is most active on the venue’s 

Instagram and Facebook pages but also maintains a presence on Pinterest, 

Twitter, and LinkedIn. 

For Facebook and Instagram, in particular, Comstock says the plan is to 

generally post once a day, and more when there are exciting events happening. 

“As any event venue would do, our strategies revolve around our events. We do 

sneak peeks in our Facebook and Instagram stories during setup, followed by 

subsequent posts in our stories during the events, too, making sure to tag the 

various vendors we have in-house to give them credit for their work. I will often do 

at least one standard post during an event as well, reminding people to check out 

our Instagram stories for more behind-the-scenes content.”

After events, Comstock also spends time editing and organizing photos 

(which are all taken on her phone, with no special cameras or equipment), and 

will post a final, curated album on Facebook. “I then take some of  my favorite 

images to store away for future use on Instagram so I can keep content going 

every day,” she says. 

When it comes to building followers, Comstock adds that comes about from 

building positive relationships. “I take the time to scroll through Instagram every 

day to see what our friends and partners in the hospitality industry have been working on and 

offer them compliments or feedback. I also answer every comment and respond to every review 

on our various platforms. I want followers to know that I am here to answer their questions or 

connect them with an expert who can.”

There are also new, exciting developments in store. “The newest item we have added is 

a virtual tour, which can be found via our link in our Instagram bio or from our website,” says 

Comstock. “This will be an ongoing project of  mine, as I am continually working to improve it. As 

it stands now, people can actually walk through our entire venue on this virtual tour; if  you have a 

VR headset you can also experience the space in VR! This is a great option for out-of-town or after-

hours clients and will come in handy when the venue is unavailable due to an event or filming.”

UniqueVenues.com/SouthernExchangeAtl // (404) 522.5522 
uv



Nestled on a 300 acre natural wonderland, and bejeweled with its own private lake, 
Beaver Hollow features gourmet cuisine, luxurious overnight accommodations, unlimited 

recreation, and of course, Beaver Hollow’s legendary nightly bonfires with S’Mores.

CALL NOW: 585-457-3700 / BeaverHollow.com 
1083 Pit Road • Java Center, NY 14082 • about 45 minutes from Buffalo International Airport

Mention this ad when booking your next retreat for a complimentary
1-Hour Team Building Session or Gourmet Farm-to-Table Dinner Upgrade*

*Offer excludes prior bookings. Only valid for groups booking 20 or more overnight guest rooms. Not valid with any other offer. Offer expires 01/31/2019.

FullPage.indd   1 10/3/18   1:49 PM
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529 14th Street, NW, 13th Floor, Washington, DC 20045
202-662-7587 • events@press.org • www.press.org/host

PR ESIDENTS, K INGS, QUEENS, BUSINESS LEA DERS, 
CELEBRITIES AND M EDIA ICONS HAVE BEEN 

M A KING HISTORY HER E FOR OVER 100 YEA RS. 

WHY NOT MAKE 
YOUR EVENT HISTORIC?

Widely considered a premier Washington, DC landmark, the National Press Club is a 

truly unique experience and the ideal setting for business and social events. Located 

just two blocks from The White House and Washington monument with easy access 

to mass transit, dozens of hotels and featuring full-service catering and technology 

teams that have satisfi ed the most demanding of world leaders, The National Press 

Club  o� ers a unique setting like no other, with the convenience, value and world-class 

service, amenities and hospitality fi t for a king.

LEGENDARY EVENTS HAPPEN HERE.



w: amctheatres.com/reserve-theatre
e: rentals@amctheatres.com
p: 913.213.2000 x7500

Take Your Event
 to the Next Level! 

Big Screen • Comfortable 
Seating • Blockbuster Movie •  

Nationwide Locations



THE CARTER HALL
CONFERENCECENTER

1 7 9 7

OWNED & OPERATED
All revenue supports

HOPE’s mission.
www.projecthope.org

Carter Hall welcomes your meeting,  
conference, or retreat to our elegant and 

private venue just west of DC.

CONTACT A  MEETING  PLANNER TODAY!
540-837-9550

info@carterhallconferences.org

›

›

›

›

›

›
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WALDEN HALL PROVIDES A HAPPY ENDING FOR 
DESERVING BRIDE AND GROOM
On August 12, 2017, Marcus Martin and then fiancée Marissa 
Blair weren’t sure they’d ever make it down the aisle. On that 
day, the couple was in the middle of the melee of protestors 
clashing with white nationalists in Charlottesville, Virginia. 
When perpetrator James Field Jr. plowed his car through a 
crowd of demonstrators, he hit Martin, who suffered a broken 
leg, and the couple’s friend Heather Heyer was killed. It was 
a day they won’t ever forget, but wedding planner Christina 
Moore wanted to make sure that the couple would also have a 
day to remember for their wedding. She reached out via social 
media to offer her services pro bono and then spent months 
asking vendors to do the same, providing their services free 
of charge to the couple. All 30 of them did, including their 
choice of venue—Unique Venues member Walden Hall in 
Reva, Virginia. Walden Hall provided their entire property free 
of charge all weekend for family, friends, and special guests 
including recording artist Major. Coverage of the event was 
seen in papers like the New York Daily News. 
UNIQUEVENUES.COM/WALDENHALL

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO–COLORADO SPRINGS 
DOES DOUBLE DUTY WITH TWO NEW VENUES
The sprawling campus in Colorado Springs is expanding once 
again with two new venues that opened this fall. The first was 
the Mountain Lion Fieldhouse, which opened its doors for 
the first time on September 5, aiming to promote the school’s 
athletic facilities, in particular the cross-country and track and 
field programs. Construction began a year prior in July 2017 in 
conjunction with a revamped baseball stadium. Shortly after the 
Mountain Lion Fieldhouse debut, the UCCS Downtown building 
was unveiled on September 10. As a dedicated community 
space, the facility serves as the teaching grounds for several 
non-credit certificate and degree programs in collaboration 
with local business and government entities. Examples include 
a Teacher Leader Academy, mini MBA program, and certificates 
in nonprofit management and cyber security. In addition, the 
Office of Alumni Relations plans to host numerous programs 

News &       Awards

INDUSTRY UPDATES

Walden Hall 

University of Colorado–Colorado Springs 
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throughout the year such as networking and social events, a 
faculty speaker series, and more. 
UniqueVenues.com/uccs

VANTAGE VENUES HAS ONE GREAT COOK IN THE 
KITCHEN WITH COPPER SKILLET WINNER
Congrats to Toronto, Ontario’s Vantage Venues who can now 
claim they have award-winning cooking at their property 
thanks to Chef Kyle McClure. The culinary whiz recently 
took home the top award in the Canadian Copper Skillet 
competition, sponsored by the International Association of 
Conference Centers (IACC). The winning dish was a creative 
plate of cumin and curry quail with citrus potato hash and 
coconut curried mussels. McClure beat out six other hopefuls 
and will now advance to the Americas Chapter, to be held in 
January 2019, which will pit winners from the U.S. and Canada 
in a real food fight to the finish. Vantage Venues is known for its 
comprehensive catering, including all-day food and beverage 
service, holiday meals, and beyond standard breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner packages that are all prepared in-house using fresh 
ingredients. Whether plated, buffet-style, or passed apps for a 
reception, the team, including Chef McClure, makes sure no 
one goes into a meeting hungry.
UNIQUEVENUES.CA/VANTAGEVENUES

IPLAY AMERICA SHOWS ITS TRUE COLORS WITH 
GREEN BUSINESS AWARD
The New Jersey venue—the largest themed indoor amusement 
park and entertainment venue in the Northeast—is not just 
all fun and games. In late September, the property got down 
to business with a distinguished award that recognizes them 
as an environmentally conscious venue, too. iPlay America 
was recognized with a platinum rating from Green Business 
Bureau, the most trusted online green business certification 
available, where “good business is green business.” The 4-acre 
space was awarded based on 25 various criteria including 
designating special carpool and hybrid parking spaces, 
utilizing motion sensors for water faucets, replacing all light 
bulbs with LED options, installing timers on non-essential 
appliances, promoting filtered water rather than bottled water, 
using environmentally friendly cleaning supplies, and creating 
days where the entire company gets involved in a community 
project such as Earth Day or Habitat for Humanity.
UNIQUEVENUES.COM/IPLAY uv

VANTAGE VENUES

IPLAY AMERICA
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The following pages feature a comprehensive index of all the Unique 
Venues members across the United States and Canada.  

For in-depth information including photos, videos, rental fees and 
more, visit UniqueVenues.com and UniqueVenues.ca

Start Your Search Now
venue

Canada
ALBERTA

Arts Commons // Calgary

Bow Cliff Centre // Calgary

Camp Chief Hector YMCA // Exshaw

cSPACE King Edward // Calgary

Evergreen Theatre & Community Spaces // 
Calgary

Glenbow Museum // Calgary

Hellenic Society of Calgary // Calgary

Mount Royal University - Event and Theatre 
Services // Calgary

Olds College // Olds

The Baron // Calgary

University of Alberta Conference Centre // 
Edmonton

White Diamond Conference Centre // Calgary

Wild Rose Brewery Barracks Room // 
Calgary

WinSport Canada Olympic Park // Calgary

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Annacis Research Centre // Delta

Anvil Centre // New Westminster

Arts Club Theatre Company BMO Theatre 
Centre // Vancouver

Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art // 
Vancouver

Cloverdale Exhibition Grounds // Surrey

Deeley Exhibition // Vancouver

False Creek Yacht Club // Vancouver

John M.S. Lecky UBC Boathouse // 
Richmond

Nest Catering & Conferences at UBC // 
Vancouver

Pacific National Exhibition // Vancouver

Residence & Conference Centre - Kamloops 
// Kamloops

Richmond Olympic Oval // Richmond

RockRidge Canyon: BC Retreat Centre // 
Princeton

Scotiabank Dance Centre // Vancouver

Simon Fraser University - Burnaby // 
Burnaby

Simon Fraser University - Downtown 
Vancouver // Vancouver

The Polygon Gallery // North Vancouver

University of British Columbia - Vancouver 
// Vancouver

Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre 
// Vancouver

Vancouver Island University // Nanaimo

Vancouver Lookout // Vancouver

Waterview Special Event Space // Vancouver

MANITOBA

Club Regent // Winnipeg

NEW BRUNSWICK

University of New Brunswick Conference 
Services // Fredericton

NEWFOUNDLAND

Memorial University of Newfoundland - St. 
John's Campus // St. John's

Memorial University, Grenfell Campus // 
Corner Brook

NOVA SCOTIA

Annapolis Basin Conference Centre // 
Cornwallis Park

Dalhousie University // Halifax

Mount Saint Vincent University // Halifax

Saint Mary's University // Halifax

StFX University Hotel & Conference Services 
// Antigonish

University of King's College // Halifax

ONTARIO

Breather 330 Bay Street // Toronto

Breather 357 Bay Street // Toronto

Breather 555 Richmond Street // Toronto

Breather Peter Street // Toronto

Breather Spadina Ave // Toronto

Breather Toronto // Toronto

Brock University // St. Catharines

Carleton University, Conference Services // 
Ottawa

CN Tower // Toronto

Design Exchange // Toronto

Fanshawe College Conference Services // 
London

Humber Accommodations & Conference 
Services // Toronto

Ivey Tangerine Leadership Centre // Toronto

Long Point Eco-Adventures // St. Williams

McMaster Innovation Park // Hamilton

McMaster University // Hamilton

NAV Centre // Cornwall

Residence & Conference Centre - Kitchener-
Waterloo // Kitchener

Residence & Conference Centre - Toronto 
Downtown // Toronto

Residence & Conference Centre - Windsor 
// Windsor

Sheridan Conference Centre & Residence 
// Oakville

St. Lawrence College Conference Services 
// Kingston

The Ballroom Bowl // Toronto

The Globe and Mail Centre // Toronto

The Second City Toronto // Toronto

TMX Broadcast Centre // Toronto

Training Centres of Canada // Toronto

Trent University // Peterborough

University of St. Michael's College // Toronto

University of Toronto Scarborough // 
Scarborough



winter 2019  >  uniquevenues.com 85

University of Waterloo // Waterloo

Vantage Venues // Toronto

Western University // London

York University // Toronto

QUEBEC

1909 Taverne Moderne - Montreal // 
Montreal

1909 Taverne Moderne-Laval // Laval

Bishop's University // Sherbrooke

Breather Montreal // Montreal

Breather Robert Bourassa // Montreal

Centre Mont-Royal // Montreal

Chapel Charm // Laval

SASKATCHEWAN

University of Regina // Regina

USA
ARIZONA

AMC Esplanade 14 // Phoenix

Camelback Vista at Scottsdale Plaza Resort 
// Scottsdale

Cave Creek Casa // Cave Creek

ClubCorp Venues - Phoenix/Scottsdale 
Metro // Scottsdale

Glendale Civic Center // Glendale 

Parsons Center // Phoenix

The Venues at Peoria Sports Complex // 
Peoria

Thunderbird Executive Inn & Conference 
Center // Glendale

ARKANSAS

Arkansas 4-H Center // Little Rock

Arkansas Tech University // Russellville

University of Arkansas-Faulkner Performing 
Arts Center // Fayetteville

CALIFORNIA

AMC Bay Street 16 // Emeryville

AMC Burbank 16 // Burbank

AMC Mercado 20 // Santa Clara

AMC Van Ness 14 // San Francisco

Aquarium of The Pacific // Corona del Mar

AV Irvine // Irvine

Bad to the Bone BBQ Event Center // San 
Juan Capistrano

Bently Reserve // San Francisco

Birch Aquarium at Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography // La Jolla 

Breather - Berkeley St // San Francisco

Breather Brannan St // San Francisco

Breather E. 8th Street // Los Angeles

Breather Harrison St // San Francisco

Breather Howard St // San Francisco

Breather LA - Melrose // Los Angeles

Breather Los Angeles // Los Angeles

Breather Market St // San Francisco

Breather Mission St // San Francisco

Breather New Montgomery // San Francisco

Breather Rose Ave // Los Angeles

Breather San Francisco Bay Area // San 
Francisco

Business Expo Center // Anaheim

Calamigos Equestrian // Burbank

California College of the Arts // San 
Francisco

California State University Channel Islands 
// Camarillo

California State University San Marcos // 
San Marcos

California State University, Northridge // 
Northridge

Chapman University // Orange

Clifton's Republic // Los Angeles

ClubCorp Venues - Los Angeles/Orange 
County Metro // Costa Mesa

ClubCorp Venues - San Diego Metro // San 
Diego

El Rey Theatre // Los Angeles

Gladstone's Malibu // Pacific Palisades

Hard Rock Cafe - San Francisco // San 
Francisco

Hard Rock Cafe Hollywood Blvd // 
Hollywood

Humboldt State University // Arcata

Madame Tussauds Hollywood // Hollywood

Meetings & Events @ Edwards Irvine 
Spectrum 21 IMAX & RPX // Irvine

Meetings & Events @ Edwards Mira Mesa 
Stadium 18 IMAX & RPX // San Diego

Mission Bay Conference Center @ UCSF // 
San Francisco

Mistura  // Paso Robles 

Mountain Winery // Saratoga

Occidental College // Los Angeles

Pali Retreat // Running Springs

Pepperdine University // Malibu

Pickwick Gardens Conference Center // 
Burbank

Pomona College // Claremont

Regency Center // San Francisco

Rosewood Commons Conference Center // 
Pleasanton

Roxy Theatre // West Hollywood

Rumba Room Live // Anaheim

San Diego State University // San Diego

San Diego Training and Conference Center 
// San Diego

San Francisco State University Conference 
and Event Services // San Francisco

San Francisco Zoo // San Francisco

San Jose State University // San Jose

San Ramon Valley Conference Center // San 
Ramon

Santa Clara University // Santa Clara

Shrine Auditorium & Expo Hall // Los 
Angeles

South San Francisco Conference Center // 
San Francisco

The Belasco Theater // Los Angeles

The Fonda Theatre // Los Angeles

The Novo by Microsoft // Los Angeles 

The Redwoods In Yosemite // Wawona

The Warfield // San Francisco

Tiki Mermaid // Marina Del Rey

UCLA Lake Arrowhead Conference Center // 
Lake Arrowhead

University of California, Davis // Davis

University of California, Irvine Conference 
Center // Irvine

University of California, Los Angeles // Los 
Angeles

University of California, Riverside // 
Riverside

University of California, Santa Barbara // 
Santa Barbara

University of California, Santa Cruz // Santa 
Cruz

University of Redlands // Redlands

University of San Diego - Hospitality 
Services // San Diego

Wanderlust Hollywood // Los Angeles

Yamashiro Hollywood // Los Angeles

Yokayo Ranch // Ukiah

COLORADO

1stBank Center // Denver

AMC Flatiron Crossing 14 // Broomfield

Bluebird Theatre // Denver

Boettcher Mansion // Golden

INDEX
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Cielo at Castle Pines // Castle Rock

Colorado Christian University // Lakewood

Colorado College // Colorado Springs

Colorado School of Mines // Golden

Colorado State University // Fort Collins

Estes Park Center/YMCA of the Rockies // Estes Park

Field House Event Venue // Denver

Gothic Theatre // Englewood

Grant Humphreys Mansion // Denver

History Colorado Center // Denver

Meadows Event Center // Platteville

Meetings & Events @ UA Denver Pavilions 
Stadium 15 & RPX // Denver

Ogden Theatre // Denver

Shambhala Mountain Center // Red Feather Lakes

Snow Mountain Ranch/YMCA of the Rockies // Estes Park

Sylvan Dale Guest Ranch // Loveland

The GRID // Denver

The Ranch Events Complex // Loveland

University of Colorado - Colorado Springs // Colorado Springs

University of Colorado Boulder // Boulder

University of Denver // Denver

Wash Park Studio // Denver

Western State Colorado University // Gunnison

CONNECTICUT

Albertus Magnus College // New Haven

Scene Art Bar // Unionville

The Amber Room Colonnade // Danbury

University of New Haven // West Haven

Yale University // New Haven

DELAWARE

Chase Center on the Riverfront // Wilmington

The educated choice  
for your next event.

MeetatCumberland.com
856-691-9196
Like us on  @LucianoConferenceCenter
Scan the QR code to go to our website.

venue
University of Delaware Conference and Event Services // 
Newark

Virden Retreat Center // Lewes

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

1331 G Conference Center // Washington

1615@DuPont Circle // Washington

20 F Street NW Conference Center // Washington

AMA Washington, D.C. Executive Conference Center // 
Washington

AMC Georgetown 14 // Washington

American University // Washington

American University Washington College of Law // 
Washington

Arts Club of Washington // Washington

Bobby McKey's Dueling Piano Bar // National Harbor-MD
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Albright College is rich with tradition and provides an eclectic mix of meeting rooms, 
lecture halls, and classrooms for any event. Conveniently located near major highways 
and the PA Turnpike, Albright is neighbor to Philadelphia, Harrisburg, Baltimore, New 
York City and Washington, D.C. Let us transform your events into beautiful memories.

Founded in 1856, our beautiful 118-acre campus is rich with history.

Call 610-921-7612 or email lkubinak@albright.edu

E�e�anceCLASSIC

INDEX
Breather 15th Street // Washington

Breather DC Venues // Washington

Breather DeSales // Washington

Breather Thomas Circle // Washington

Congressional Club // Washington

Credit Union House // Washington

District Architecture Center // Washington

Dumbarton House // Washington

Fathom Gallery // Washington

FHI360 Conference Center // Washington

Foundry Gallery // Washington 

Georgetown University // Washington

Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital // Washington

Howard University Conference Housing // Washington

IA&A at Hillyer // Washington

Josephine Butler Parks Center // Washington

Madame Tussauds Washington DC // Washington

Meetings & Events @ Regal Gallery Place Stadium 14 // 
Washington

National Cathedral School // Washington

National Union Building // Washington

Nationals Park // Washington

New America // Washington

OpenGov Hub // Washington 

Partnership for Public Service Conference Center // Washington

President Lincoln's Cottage // Washington

The Carriage House // Washington

The Catholic University of America // Washington

The City Club of Washington // Washington

The Gallery at Elevate // Washington

The Loft at 600 F // Washington

The National Archives Museum // Washington

The National Housing Center // Washington

The National Press Club // Washington

The Warner Theatre // Washington

The Whittemore House // Washington

Trinity Washington University // Washington

Tudor Place Historic House // Washington 

FLORIDA

AMC Altamonte Mall 18 // Altamonte Springs

AMC Aventura Mall 24 // Aventura

Cafe Tu Tu Tango - Orlando // Orlando

ClubCorp Venues - Tampa/Orlando/Jacksonville // Tampa

Crooked Can Brewery // Orlando

Gaspar's Grotto // Tampa

Meetings & Events @ Regal Kendall Village Stadium 16 IMAX & 
RPX // Miami
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Meetings & Events @ Regal Pointe Orlando 
Stadium 20 & IMAX // Orlando

Meetings & Events @ Regal South Beach 
Stadium 18 // Miami

Meetings & Events @ Regal Waterford Lakes 
Stadium 20 & IMAX // Orlando

Minus 5 Ice Bar // Orlando

Snap! Orlando // Orlando

Southeastern University // Lakeland

The Hangar // Orlando

The Rooftop Orlando Event Venue // Orlando

Tomko's Tavern // Orlando

University of Miami // Coral Gables

University of South Florida-St. Petersburg // St. 
Petersburg

Zenith Art & Fashion // Miami

GEORGIA

AMA Atlanta Conference Center // Atlanta

AMC Parkway Pointe 15 // Atlanta

ClubCorp Venues - Atlanta Metro // Atlanta

dk Gallery // Marietta

Emory University // Atlanta

Georgia Institute of Technology // Atlanta

Georgia International Horse Park // Conyers

Jekyll Island Club Resort // Jekyll Island

Meetings & Events @ Regal Atlantic Station 
Stadium 18 IMAX & RPX // Atlanta

Meetings & Events @ Regal Avalon 12 // 
Alpharetta

Meetings & Events @ Regal Perimeter Pointe 
Stadium 10 // Atlanta

Oxford College of Emory University // Oxford

Riverside EpiCenter // Austell

Southern Exchange Ballrooms // Atlanta

The Appalachia Event Center // East Ellijay

University of Georgia Center for Continuing 

Education & Hotel // Athens

Young Harris College // Young Harris
HAWAII

NaLaNi an Agricultural Gathering Place // 
Lahaina

IDAHO

Red Horse Mountain Ranch // Harrison

ILLINOIS

52EIGHTY at the Cambria Chicago // Chicago

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum 
// Springfield

AMC River East 21 // Chicago

American Dental Association // Chicago

Bowlero - Buffalo Grove // Buffalo Grove

Bowlero - Naperville // Naperville

Bowlero - Randall Road // Algonquin

Bowlero - Romeoville // Romeoville

Breather - Franklin // Chicago

Breather - West Erie // Chicago

Breather - West Huron // Chicago

Breather - West Jackson // Chicago

Breather - West Washington // Chicago

Breather Chicago // Chicago

Charles A. Hayes Family Investment Center // 
Chicago

Chicago Botanic Garden // Glencoe

Chicago Private Yacht - Adeline's Sea Moose // 
Chicago

Chicago Southland Convention & Visitors Bureau 
// Lansing

Chicago's North Shore Convention and Visitors 
Bureau // Skokie

ClubCorp Venues - Chicago Metro // Chicago

Conference Chicago at University Center // 
Chicago

Galena Country Tourism // Pekin

Glendale, Arizona’s award-winning,
multi-purpose event facility

Features nearly 40,000 square feet
of flexible event space that can

accommodate small and large groups

State-of-the-art audio-visual and
lighting technology

Two beautiful outdoor gardens for
receptions and banquets

Conveniently located in Historic
Downtown Glendale, Arizona

Business. Pleasure.
Perfect.

5750 West Glenn Drive  |  Glendale AZ, 85301
623-930-4300  |  GlendaleCivicCenter.com

Explore our virtual tour to view our meeting spaces Explore our virtual tour to view our meeting spaces Explore our virtual tour to view our meeting spaces Explore our virtual tour to view our meeting spaces Explore our virtual tour to view our meeting spaces Explore our virtual tour to view our meeting spaces Explore our virtual tour to view our meeting spaces Explore our virtual tour to view our meeting spaces Explore our virtual tour to view our meeting spaces Explore our virtual tour to view our meeting spaces 

venue
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•  Catering and food service

•  Accommodations
•  Event registrations (online and/or            
   onsite)

•  Audio-visual and wifi

•  Marketing and mailings

•  Budget planning/fiscal agent

•  Ordering and preparing conference
   materials

•  Transportation to offsite events

•  Print materials and electronic 
   communications

207.581.4093
conference.services@maine.edu

umaine.edu/conferences
The University of Maine is an equal

 opportunity/affirmative action institution.

Your destination for conferences, 
workshops, trainings, corporate 

retreats, board meetings, and 
special gatherings.

We focus on the details so you can
focus on the program.

Illinois State University // Normal

Lake Williamson Christian Center // Carlinville

Lewis University // Romeoville

Loyola University Chicago // Chicago

Meetings & Events @ Regal City North Stadium 
14 IMAX & RPX // Chicago

Meetings & Events @ Regal Webster Place 11 
// Chicago

Millikin University // Decatur
Museum of Science and Industry // Chicago

Navy Pier Chicago // Chicago

North Central College // Naperville

North Shore Conference Center at Double Tree 
by Hilton Chicago North Shore // Skokie

Northern Illinois University - DeKalb // Dekalb

Northern Illinois University Conference Centers 
// Naperville

OFFSITE Chicago // Chicago

Sky Garden at Embassy Suites Magnificent Mile 
// Chicago

Southern Illinois University Carbondale // 
Carbondale

The Field Museum // Chicago

The Student Life Center at East-West University 
// Chicago

University of Illinois Conferences & Special 
Events // Champaign

Western Illinois University // Macomb

Wheaton College // Wheaton

Wojcik Conference Center at Harper College // 
Palatine

INDIANA

AMC Indianapolis 17 // Indianapolis

Anderson University // Anderson

Horizon Convention Center // Muncie

Indiana Wesleyan University - Merrillville // 
Merrillville

Monroe Convention Center // Bloomington

Purdue University // West Lafayette

Saint Mary's College // Notre Dame

University of Indianapolis // Indianapolis

University of Notre Dame // Notre Dame

Zionsville Performing Arts Center // Zionsville

IOWA

Boulders Conference Center // Denison

Iowa State Center // Ames

Iowa State University // Ames

Sunstream Retreat Center // Ogden

KANSAS

AMC Studio 28 // Olathe

Wheat State Camp // Augusta

KENTUCKY

Buffalo Trace Distillery // Frankfort 

Indiana Wesleyan University Education and 
Conferencing Center - Florence // Florence 

Indiana Wesleyan University - Lexington // 
Lexington

Indiana Wesleyan University - Louisville // 
Louisville

Northern Kentucky University // Highland 
Heights

LOUISIANA

AMC Elmwood Palace 20 // Harahan

Joy Theatre // New Orleans

New Orleans Athletic Club // New Orleans

River City Venues // New Orleans

University of Louisiana at Lafayette // Lafayette

MAINE

University of Maine // Orono

University of New England // Biddeford

INDEX
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Breather Boston // Boston

Breather Cambridge // Cambridge

Breather Congress Street // Boston

Breather Fort Point // Boston

BSA Space // Boston

Buxton School // Williamstown

Curry College // Milton

Emmanuel College // Boston

Essex Woods // Essex

Fitchburg State College // Fitchburg

Hampshire College | Event Services & Summer Programs 
// Amherst

Hotel UMass // Amherst

Meetings & Events @ Regal Fenway Stadium 13 & RPX // 
Boston

MARYLAND

Anne Arundel Community College // Arnold

B&O Railroad Museum // Baltimore

Badlands, LLC // Rockville

Bobby McKey's Dueling Piano Bar // National Harbor-MD

Camden Yards Sport Complex // Baltimore

Conferences @ Johns Hopkins University // Baltimore

Coppin State University // Baltimore

F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre // Rockville

Frostburg State University // Frostburg

Glenview Mansion // Rockville

iFLY Baltimore Indoor Skydiving // White Marsh

Loyola University Maryland // Baltimore

Maritime Conference Center // Linthicum Heights

Meetings & Events @ Regal Bowie Stadium 14 // Bowie

Meetings & Events @ Regal Majestic Stadium 20 & IMAX // Silver 
Spring

National 4-H Conference Center // Chevy Chase

New Psalmist Retreat & Meeting Center // Baltimore 
Ram's Head Live! // Baltimore

The Arthouse // Baltimore

The Grand & Embassy Suites by Hilton - Baltimore Inner Harbor 
// Baltimore

Towson University Event & Conference Services // Towson

University of Maryland Baltimore County // Baltimore

University of Maryland Baltimore SMC Campus Center // 
Baltimore

University of Maryland, College Park // College Park

Washington College // Chestertown

MASSACHUSETTS

AMC Boston Common 19 // Boston

Anna Maria College // Paxton

Boston College Connors Center // Dover

Boston University // Boston

CONFERENCES  &  EVENTS  SERVICES
PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY, TACOMA, WA

253-535-7670                          plu.edu/conferences

Whether you are planning an athletic competition or a major 
conference, we offer the spaces, services and experiences 

guaranteed to make your next event a success: 

• Technology • Campus Restaurants • Overnight Lodging
• On-Site Catering • Conference Team  for 1 to 1,200
• Indoor & Outdoor • Competitive Pricing • Custom Packages
 Athletic Facilities   

A COZY PLACE TO

CHECK OUT OUR

SPORTS & ARTS

On-Site Services
•  Multimedia Packages
•  Free Wifi 
• Stage Lighting
• Parking: FREE and
 Plentiful
• Concierge ServicesAdvertising Services

• Design & Print 
• Video Recordings 
• Free Advertising on
 Campus Calendar

LET US TAKE CARE OF THE

• Apartment-Style  
 Lodging
• Traditional Style  
 Residence-Hall Rooms
• Flexible Length Stays 

venue
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Metro Meeting Centers - Boston // Boston

Misselwood Events at Endicott College // Beverly

Mount Holyoke College Summer Conferences // South 
Hadley

Nichols College // Dudley

Northern Essex Community College // Haverhill

Salem State University // Salem

Simmons University // Boston

Spirit Fire Retreat Center // Leyden

Springfield College // Springfield

Stonehill College Conference & Event Services // Easton

Suffolk University // Boston

The Conference Center at Waltham Woods // Waltham

The International // Bolton

The Joseph B. Martin Conference Center at Harvard Medical 
School // Boston

The Sinclair // Cambridge

Tufts University // Medford

University of Massachusetts Lowell // Lowell

UTEC Events & Catering // Lowell

Wheaton College - Massachusetts // Norton
Willits-Hallowell Conference Center & Hotel - Mount Holyoke 
College // South Hadley

Wylie Inn and Conference Center at Endicott College // Beverly

MICHIGAN

AMC Star Southfield 20 // Southfield

Central Michigan University // Mount Pleasant

Faholo // Grass Lake

Hope College // Holland

Lost Valley Retreat Center // Gaylord

Michigan State University // East Lansing

Oakland University - Oakland Center // Rochester

Royal Oak Music Theatre // Royal Oak

Studio Center // Farmington Hills

University of Michigan-Flint // Flint

VisTaTech Center at Schoolcraft College // Livonia

Washtenaw Community College // Ann Arbor

MINNESOTA

Bell Museum // Minneapolis

Bethel University // Saint Paul

Bowlero - Blaine // Blaine

Bowlero - Eden Prairie // Eden Praire

Bowlero - Lakeville // Lakeville

Brunswick Zone XL - Brooklyn Park // Brooklyn Park

Campus Club at the University of Minnesota // Minneapolis

City of St. Louis Park // St. Louis Park

Hamline University // Saint Paul

Macalester College // Saint Paul
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McNamara Alumni Center, University of 
Minnesota // Minneapolis

St. Olaf College // Northfield

University of Minnesota Conference and 
Event Services // Minneapolis

University of St. Thomas, Minneapolis & St. 
Paul // Minneapolis

Windows on Minnesota // Minneapolis

MISSISSIPPI

The University of Southern Mississippi // 
Hattiesburg

MISSOURI

AMC Theatres // Kansas City

Arrowhead Stadium // Kansas City

Arvest Bank Theatre at the Midland // 
Kansas City 

Cedar Creek // New Haven

Eagle Rock Retreat Center // Eagle Rock

Missouri State University // Springfield

Washington University Medical Center Eric P 
Newman Education Center // St. Louis

Wilderness Lodge // Lesterville

MONTANA

University of Montana // Missoula

NEBRASKA

Lied Lodge & Conference Center // Nebraska 
City

University of Nebraska // Lincoln

NEVADA

Beer Park // Las Vegas

Celebrity Cars Las Vegas // Las Vegas

Chateau Lounge, Main Room // Las Vegas

Chateau Rooftop // Las Vegas

Chayo Mexican Kitchen & Bar // Las Vegas

Enclave  // Las Vegas

Hexx Kitchen & Bar // Las Vegas

Keep Memory Alive Event Center // Las 
Vegas

MEET Las Vegas // Las Vegas

Meetings & Events @ Regal Red Rock 
Stadium 16 & IMAX // Las Vegas

Meetings & Events @ Regal Summerlin 
Luxury 5 // Las Vegas

Springs Preserve // Las Vegas

Temple Sinai Event Center // Las Vegas

The Beacon Center // Las Vegas

University of Nevada, Las Vegas // Las Vegas

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Alnoba // Kensington

Colby-Sawyer College // New London

Saint Anselm College // Manchester

Southern New Hampshire University // 
Manchester

The Music Hall // Portsmouth

University of New Hampshire Conferences 
and Catering // Durham

NEW JERSEY

AMC Garden State 16 // Paramus

College of Saint Elizabeth // Morristown

Conference Center at RWJ Hamilton // 
Mercerville

Drew University // Madison

Essex County College // Newark

Georgian Court University // Lakewood

Glynallyn Castle // Asbury Park

Grounds For Sculpture // Hamilton

iPlay America's Event Center // Freehold

Kean University Conference & Event Services 
// Union

Lake Terrace // Lakewood

Liberty Science Center // Jersey City

Luciano Conference Center at Cumberland 
County College // Vineland

MetLife Stadium // East Rutherford

Raritan Valley Community College // 
Somerville

Rutgers University Inn & Conference Center 
// New Brunswick

Saint Peter's University // Jersey City

Seton Hall University School of Law // 
Newark

Sirena Ristorante // Long Branch

Smooth Sailing Celebrations // Weehawken

Starland Ballroom // Sayreville

Stella Marina Bar & Restaurant // Asbury 
Park

TCNJ - The College of New Jersey // Ewing

The Art Factory // Paterson

The Conference Center at Mercer // West 
Windsor

The Conference Center at Montclair State 
University // Montclair

NEW MEXICO

Blame Her Ranch // Santa Fe

El Morro Theatre and Events Center // 
Gallup

Red Rock Park Convention Center, Arena & 
Amphitheater // Gallup

University of New Mexico // Albuquerque

NEW YORK

3 West Club // New York

Adelphi University // Garden City

Adelphi University's Hauppauge Center // 
Hauppauge

Adelphi University's Manhattan Center // 
New York

AMA New York Conference Center // New 
York

AMC 34th Street 14 // New York

AMC Empire 25 // New York

AMC Lincoln Square 13 // New York

Art Omi // Ghent

Beaver Hollow Conference Center // Java 
Center

Bowlmor-AMF Lanes // New York

Breather - 459 Clementina // New York

Breather New York - Brooklyn // Brooklyn

Breather New York - Chelsea // New York

Breather New York - Financial District // 
New York

Breather New York - Grand Central // New 
York

Breather New York - Soho // New York

Breather New York - Union Square // New 
York

Breather New York Flatiron District // New 
York

Breather NYC - 86 Chambers // New York

Breather NYC - Chelsea Market // New York

Breather NYC - Grand Street // New York

Breather NYC - SoHo Broadway // New York

Breather NYC - SoHo Grand // New York

Breather NYC - TriBeCa // New York

Breather NYC - W 17th Street // New York

Breather NYC - W 28th // New York

Breather West 27th Street // New York

Breather Wooster // New York

Brooklyn Steel // Brooklyn

Carnegie Hall // New York

Center for Automotive Education & Training 
// Queens

Dunham's Bay Resort // Lake George
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INDEX
Frost Valley YMCA Retreat & Conference Center // Claryville

ILR Conference Center - New York City // New York

Ithaca College // Ithaca

Lower East Side Tenement Museum // New York

Manhattan College // Riverdale

Meetings & Events @ Regal Battery Park Stadium 11 // 
New York

Meetings & Events @ Regal E-Walk Stadium 13 & RPX // 
New York

Meetings & Events @ Regal Union Square Stadium 14 // 
New York

Meetings & Events @ UA Court Street Stadium 12 & RPX 
// Brooklyn

Music Hall of Williamsburg // Brooklyn

New York Historical Society // New Yo

NFL Experience Times Square // New York

Niagara University // Niagara University

Nyack College // Nyack

Nyack College in Manhattan // New York

NYIT Auditorium on Broadway // New York

NYU Wasserman Center // New York

OFFSITE Loft NYC // New York

OFFSITE New York // New York

Opry City Stage // New York
Paul Smith's College // Paul Smiths

PlayStation Theater // New York

Rough Trade NYC // Brooklyn

Rubin Museum of Art (RMA) // New York

Silver Bay YMCA - Conference and Family Retreat Center on 
Lake George // Silver Bay

Smooth Sailing Celebrations NY // New York

St. John's University - Manhattan // New York

St. John's University - Queens // Queens

SUNY Maritime College // Bronx

Terminal 5 // New York

The City College of New York // New York

The College at Brockport // Brockport

The Culinary Institute of America - New York // Hyde Park

Velvet Brooklyn // Brooklyn

Wagner College // Bronx

NORTH CAROLINA

Castle of Joy // Murphy

Dilworth Neighborhood Grille // Charlotte

Duke University // Durham

East Carolina University // Greenville

Lenoir-Rhyne University // Hickory

Meetings & Events @ Regal Ballantyne Village Stadium 5 // 
Charlotte

University of North Carolina at Wilmington // Wilmington

Western Carolina University // Cullowhee

Wild Wing Cafe - Charlotte Uptown // Charlotte

Wild Wing Cafe - Raleigh/Cary // Raleigh 

Special Programs
310.506.4264 | pepperdine.edu/specialprograms

A classic campus setting in idyllic MALIBU,
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OHIO

Agora Theatre // Cleveland

AMC Easton Town Center 30 // Columbus

Arden Shisler Conference Center // Wooster

ASM International - Geodesic Dome // 
Materials Park

Bowling Green State University // Bowling 
Green

Cleveland Metropolitan Conference Center 
// Cleveland

ClubCorp Venues - Cleveland/Akron Metro 
// Cleveland

College of Wooster // Wooster

Indiana Wesleyan University  Education and 
Conferencing Center - Dayton // Dayton

Indiana Wesleyan University - Columbus, 
Ohio  // Hilliard

Indiana Wesleyan University - Independence, 
OH // Cleveland

Indiana Wesleyan University Education and 
Conferencing Center - Cincinnati  // West 
Chester

John A. Spitzer Conference Center // Elyria

Kenyon College // Gambier

Miami University Conference and Event 
Services // Oxford

Ohio University // Athens

The Inn at Honey Run // Millersburg

The Marcum Hotel & Conference Center // 
Oxford

The Ohio State University // Columbus

University of Dayton // Dayton

University of Toledo // Toledo

OKLAHOMA

University of Central Oklahoma // Edmond

OREGON

Artful Venues at Portland Art Museum // 
Portland

Central Oregon Community College // Bend

Lewis & Clark // Portland

Meetings & Events @ Regal Pioneer Place 
Stadium 6 // Portland
Oregon Institute of Technology // Klamath 
Falls

Oregon State University-Cascades // Bend

Portland State University - Viking Pavilion & 
Smith Memorial Student Union // Portland

Silver Falls Lodge & Conference Center // 
Sublimity

University Place Hotel and Conference 
Center // Portland

World Forestry Center // Portland

PENNSYLVANIA

Albright College Camps and Conferences 
// Reading

Allegheny College // Meadville/Erie

Bucknell University // Lewisburg

California University of Pennsylvania // 
California

ClubCorp Venues - Philadelphia Metro // 
Philadelphia

ClubCorp Venues - Pittsburgh Metro // 
Pittsburgh

Conference Center at Penn State Great Valley 
// Malvern

Eastern University Conferences // St. Davids

Elizabethtown College // Elizabethtown

Franklin Music Hall // Philadelphia

Gettysburg College // Gettysburg

Greater Johnstown Cambria County CVB // 
Johnstown

Historic Acres of Hershey // Hershey

iFLY Indoor Skydiving // King of Prussia

Indiana University of Pennsylvania // 
Indiana

Keswick Theatre // Glenside

KMR Research Studio // Collegeville

Lackawanna County Convention & Visitor's 
Bureau // Moosic

Lehigh University // Bethlehem

Meetings & Events @ UA Riverview Plaza 17 
IMAX & RPX // Philadelphia

Millersville University of Pennsylvania // 
Millersville

Muhlenberg College // Allentown

National Museum of American Jewish 
History // Philadelphia

Nittany Lion Inn // State College

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts // 
Philadelphia

Philadelphia Museum of Art // Philadelphia

PNC Park // Pittsburgh

Roundtop Mountain Resort // Lewisberry

Slippery Rock University // Slippery Rock

Temple University // Philadelphia

The Barn at Fallingwater // Mill Run

The Franklin Institute // Philadelphia

The Inn at Villanova // Radnor

The Penn Stater Hotel and Conference 
Center // State College

The University of Scranton // Scranton

University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown // 
Johnstown

Ursinus College // Collegeville

Villanova University Conferences // 
Villanova

Walk In Art Center // Schuylkill Haven

Washington & Jefferson College // 
Washington

West Chester University of Pennsylvania // 
West Chester

Westmoreland College // Youngwood

RHODE ISLAND

Bryant University // Smithfield

Rhode Island College // Providence

Salve Regina University // Newport

The University of Rhode Island // Kingston

SOUTH CAROLINA

Furman University Summer Programs // 
Greenville

Riverbanks Zoo & Garden // Columbia

Wild Wing Cafe - Columbia Downtown // 
Columbia

Wild Wing Cafe - Greenville Downtown // 
Greenville

Wild Wing Cafe - Hilton Head Island // 
Hilton Head Island

Wild Wing Cafe - Spartanburg Downtown // 
Spartanburg

Younts Conference Center at Furman 
University // Greenville

TENNESSEE

Dawg House Saloon // Nashville

Elvis Presley's Graceland // Memphis

Losers Bar Nashville // Nashville

National Civil Rights Museum // Memphis

Scarritt-Bennett Center // Nashville

Tennessee State University // Nashville

The University of Tennessee // Knoxville

Vanderbilt University // Nashville

TEXAS

A Quixotic World // Dallas

AMC Grapevine Mills 30 // Grapevine

AMC Stonebriar 24 // Frisco

AMC Studio 30 // Houston

Cityplace Events // Dallas

ClubCorp Venues - Austin Metro // Austin

ClubCorp Venues - Dallas/Fort Worth // 
Dallas

ClubCorp Venues - Houston Metro // 
Houston
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ClubCorp Venues - San Antonio Metro // 
San Antonio

Dallas Zoo // Dallas
Lone Star Park // Dallas

Meetings & Events @ Edwards Houston 
Marq'E Stadium 23 IMAX // Houston

Perot Museum of Nature and Science // 
Dallas

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Odditorium // 
Grand Prairie

San Antonio Meeting Center // San Antonio

Texas Lutheran University // Seguin

The Graeber House at 410 // Austin

The Theatre at Grand Prairie // Grand Prairie

The University of Texas at Dallas // 
Richardson

The University of Texas at San Antonio // 
San Antonio

Trinity University // San Antonio

Waller Creek Boathouse // Austin

Yogi Bear's Jellystone Park Hill Country // 
Canyon Lake

UTAH

Dixie Center at St. George // St. George

Miller Conference Center at Salt Lake 
Community College // Sandy

The Tower at Rice-Eccles // Salt Lake City

Thomas S. Monson Center // Salt Lake City

University of Utah Guest House and 
Conference Center // Salt Lake City

VIRGINIA

AMA's Washington Area Executive 
Conference Center at Arlington, Virginia // 
Arlington

AMC Tysons Corner 16 // McLean

Carter Hall Conference Center // Millwood

ClubCorp Venues - Virginia/Washington DC 
// Tysons

Eastern Mennonite University // 
Harrisonburg

Goodstone Inn & Restaurant // Middleburg

Green Acres // Fairfax

Historic Blenheim // Fairfax

Historic Rosemont Manor // Berryville

James Madison University // Harrisonburg

Meetings & Events @ Regal Ballston Quarter 
Stadium 12 // Arlington

Meetings & Events @ Regal Potomac Yard 
Stadium 16 // Alexandria

Morven Park // Leesburg

Old Dominion University // Norfolk

Old Town Hall // Fairfax

Pine Creek Retreat Center // Gore

Richmond Raceway Complex // Richmond

Roanoke College // Salem

The College of William and Mary // 
Williamsburg

The National // Richmond

The NorVa // Norfolk

The Stacy C. Sherwood Center // Fairfax

Virginia Commonwealth University // 
Richmond 

Virginia Tech Executive Briefing Center // 
Arlington

Virginia Zoo // Norfolk

Virtue Feed & Grain // Alexandria

Walden Hall // Reva

WASHINGTON

AMC Factoria 8 // Bellevue

ClubCorp Venues - Seattle Metro // Seattle

IFIOC // Spokane

Pacific Lutheran University // Tacoma

Safeco Field - Seattle Mariners // Seattle

Seattle University // Seattle
Showbox SoDo // South Seattle

The Showbox at Market // Seattle

University of Puget Sound // Tacoma

University of Washington // Seattle

Whatcom Community College Conference & 
Events // Bellingham

WEST VIRGINIA

Potomac Park Retreat & Conference Center 
// Falling Waters

WISCONSIN

Green Lake Conference Center & Lakeside 
Hotels // Green Lake

Manitowoc Area Visitors & Convention 
Bureau // Manitowoc

Marquette University Conference Services 
// Milwaukee

University of Wisconsin-Platteville // 
Platteville

Washington County Fair Park & Conference 
Center // West Bend

Wingspread Retreat & Executive Conference 
Center // Racine

WYOMING

Alpine Adventures in the Big Horn 
Mountains // Buffalo
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PERSON OF INTEREST

As the event sales manager for the Kansas City Chiefs’ Arrowhead 
Stadium, Kimberly Kruse discusses accomplishing her field goals, 
including leading a Stadium Special Events Group.

By Selena Fragassi

UV: How did you get started in the 
meeting and events industry and what 
keeps you in this field?
KK:  “I have been with the Chiefs for five years, but 

I have been doing hotel catering, event sales, and 

marketing for 23-plus years. Growing up, I always 

enjoyed vacation time and staying in hotels. When 

I was younger I thought the hotel industry was the 

direction I wanted to go and had the opportunity 

to work in hospitality at Whiteman Air Force Base 

here in Missouri and get my feet wet. I stayed 

in hotels for a good while but literally tripped 

over this opportunity with the Chiefs. They were 

looking to grow their event business as they had 

recently renovated Arrowhead Stadium, adding 

over 200,000 square feet of event space, and as our 

paths crossed, we identified we were the perfect 

match for each other.”

UV: So are you a Chiefs fan?
KK:  “I am! My husband has been a lifelong fan 

though and got me on board with the team well 

before I started working with them, but I truly love 

the organization. Not only for what they do on the 

field but also in the community.”

UV: How involved are you with the 
community aspect?
KK:  “We have a great community outreach 

department that focuses on giving back, primarily 

in youth programs. I’m lucky to see a lot of that 

because some of those same organizations then 

turn back around and want to host fundraising 

galas at Arrowhead. So I get to see how those 

relationships we make in one department can 

impact another department. It really comes full 

circle.”

UV: It might be overwhelming for some 
planners to work with such a large 
event space. How do you help manage 
that?
KK:  “The first and most important thing is a 

personal touch. We are a very small department. 

I’m the only person on the sales side right now 

who works with individuals. I like to talk to 

planners and get a feel for what they are trying to 

do and goals they are trying to accomplish. There 

are so many unique styles of event spaces within 

our stadium that by visiting with them and getting 

a handle on what they want to do, I can guide 

them to spaces that will be successful and gain 

attendees.”

UV: You started the Stadium Special 
Events Group about 4 years ago. Why 
was that necessary?
KK:  “A small group of women that represented 

a few teams in the NFL identified that we were 

all looking to have the same type of outcomes 

in our venues but didn’t have any association or 

organization that allowed us to share best practices 

or ideas. We have a board and we meet once a 

year for our annual conference. Through the 

group we can assist each other in our professional 

development as well as the goals of our individual 

clubs. We have several stadiums that have 

been newly built in the past couple years and 

new members that have no standard operating 

procedures, so we can share that content, such as 

job descriptions and contract language.” uv

When the Kansas City Chiefs aren’t winning games during football season, Kimberly Kruse is making plays to ensure more than 400 
events held annually at Arrowhead Stadium are victories, too. Starting in the hotel industry, Kruse nearly “tripped over” the opportunity 
with the NFL organization five years ago and co-developed a Stadium Special Events Group to help share best practices with event 
sales professionals just entering the still-growing field. “It allows us to collaborate on ideas and share business models so that we can 
strengthen and grow our non-game day event sales revenues as well as our niche in the event industry.”

Professional       
of the Year

G E T  C O N N E C T E D
Arrowhead Stadium

Kansas City, MO
UniqueVenues.com/arrowheadstadium

(816) 920.4995
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