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COLLEGES        UNIVERSITIES

Find Daylight Savings
AT COMMUNITY COLLEGES

The New Trend on Tap
CAMPUS CHEERS!

TRUE NORTH
THE TIME IS NOW TO MEET IN CANADA



•	 Year	round	meeting	space,	including		
10,000	square	foot	exhibit	hall

•	 Summer	conference	housing
•	 Classically	trained	chefs
•	 Award	winning,	professional	event		
planning	services

•	 Complimentary	audio-visual		
hardware	(in-stock)

•	 Free	on-site	parking
•	 Free	WiFi

Meet The Court	
your best choice for conferences & events at the Jersey shore

T H E  M E R C Y  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E W  J E R S E Y

900	Lakewood	Avenue,	Lakewood,	NJ	08701		•		specialevents@georgian.edu		•		732.987.2263

Meet	Georgian	Court	University	at	
www.georgian.edu/special_events
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Meeting...
your needs.

	 •	State	of	the	art	audiovisual	&	meeting	presentation	equipment
	 •	Year-round	event	space
	 •	Summer	accommodations	available	June	&	July
	 •	On-site	caterer	available	but	not	required
	 •	On-line	web	registration	services
	 •	On-site	and	off-site	registration	and	event	management	services

Conference	Services
www.jhu.edu/conferences  |  410-516-3962

4120_conference_services-ad-2013FINAL.indd   1 4/26/13   10:19 AMJohnHopkins_FP_UVSum13.indd   1 5/23/13   2:01 PM

Colby Special Programs
Colby College 
4730 Mayflower Hill 
Waterville, Maine 04901
Phone:  207-859-4730
Email:  summer@colby.edu
Web:  colby.edu/specialprograms

Colby College Special Programs invites you to host your summer event 

on our spectactular college campus in the beautiful state of Maine.

Call or email to discuss your event. Visit our website for details.

DESTINATION:

MAINE!
Colby College offers a complete “one stop” conference operation 
along with many campus amenities. Located in Central Maine, you’ll 
enjoy easy access to the coast, shopping, the mountains, and more.
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ESPN IS JUST ONE OF THE MEDIA OUTLETS COVERING THE SPALDING 
HOOPHALL CLASSIC AT SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE.

THE EVENTS TEAM AT NOTRE DAME CONFERENCE CENTER HELPS 
MANAGE DOZENS OF EVENTS EVERY YEAR.
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Big City Venues . . .
 Small City Prices

MANHATTAN
Located in the heart of New York City, the Manhattan  
campus o�ers ready access to the cultural, business, and 
professional resources of a global metropolis. �e campus, 
between �ird and Fourth Avenues, is conveniently served by  
all public transportation. 

OAKDALE
Enjoy a 172-acre estate with a historic mansion, ornate 
ballroom, and up-to-date conference rooms and classrooms. 
�is waterfront retreat will inspire you.

STATEN ISLAND
Experience a tranquil, wooded property overlooking  
scenic New York Harbor. This 16.5-acre campus combines 
the friendly atmosphere of a small college  with the 
resources of a leading  University, all just a quick ferry  
ride from Lower Manhattan.

QUEENS
Make the most of high-tech classrooms, seminar  
rooms, professional sports venues, and state-of-the-art 
conference facilities available on this park-like,  
105-acre campus.

M1-10449/LR
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www.csun.edu/usu/reservations/bookaroom 

For your next Los Angeles 
meeting, experience the most 
versatile event facilities in 
the San Fernando Valley.

(818) 677-3644

Tallahassee Community College offers custom conference and 
event solutions to fit your budget while meeting your unique 
event planning needs. With first-rate support services,  professional 
amenities and a variety of venue options, TCC is the ideal choice to 
host your conference, seminar  , banquet, trade show or other event.

444 Appleyard Drive  |  (850) 201-6058  |  www.tcc.fl.edu/conferences

WE SUPPLY THE VALUE. 
YOU TAKE ALL THE CREDIT.



THE PERFECT MARRIAGE BEGINS 
WITH YOUR PROMISE TO EACH 

OTHER.  THE PERFECT WEDDING 
BEGINS WITH OUR PROMISE TO YOU...  

 

IT BEGINS WITH A 
PROMISE….                         

To book your dream wedding, contact one of 
our wedding specialists today. 

Longwood Event Services 

434.395.2228 or 434.395.2683 

www.longwood.edu/scheduling/
scheduling.htm 

Your special day will take place against a backdrop of unparalleled elegance 
and beauty in a venue where every detail is managed by a team of profes-
sionals. 

Longwood University, founded in 1839 and the commonwealth’s third-
oldest university, is located in beautiful, historic Farmville, Va. The campus is 
known for its Jeffersonian architecture and carefully landscaped grounds, 
offering you a choice of three picturesque outdoor ceremony locations and 
three tasteful reception locations. A Longwood wedding provides an unfor-
gettable experience for you and your guests.  

Longwood’s experienced event staff is dedicated to making your special day 
as magical as you imagined. We welcome the opportunity to discuss with 
you how the wedding of your dreams can come true at Longwood. 

Located on the University of Utah campus in Salt Lake City, 
the University Guest House & Conference Center is a venue 
unlike any other. With an on-campus hotel, residence halls, 
meal plans, and professional event planning services, the 

University of Utah and the Guest House have everything you 
need to make your conference a success.  

universityguesthouse.com

unique venues for

unique venues for educational conferences 
unique venues for sports camps

search

unique venues for youth groups

ROOMS & 
BEDS:
180 hotel 
rooms, 
1,000 dorm 
beds

DINING:
500 seats, 
meal plan 
options FIELD 

SPACE:
every size, 
every kind 

MEETING 
SPACE:
unlimited 
options 

LIGHT RAIL:
access to 
downtown 
and airport 
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Learn more at  614.287.5500 | cscc.edu/conferencecenter

room with a view

Call for a tour—with over 13,000 square feet of multi-functional space, 
we know we have a room with a view that’s just right for you.

We know affordability is important and our services include:
    n Business Center      

    n Free wireless
 internet service 

The Columbus State Conference Center is an ideal venue for your 
next conference, seminar or meeting. Whether a seated dinner for 
300 in our ballroom or a 10-person board meeting, our Center 
has lots of natural light and offers a panoramic view of the cityscape.

n On-site technical support
n Professional event 
  management team

Summer Programs and  
Conferences at Furman 
Discover a unique place 
to laugh, play and learn.

Furman University Summer Programs
furman.edu/summerprograms  |  864.294.2390

When you hold your gathering at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, you’re 
getting more than affordability. You’re getting modern, sustainable facilities 
with a focus on flexibility and tech savviness. From camps and competitions to 
conferences and events, you will find UNLV is the smartest option.

T: 702.895.4449     W: unlv.edu/eventservices     E: eventservices@unlv.edu

For your next event, make an educated choice.
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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

IF YOU HAVEN’T NOTICED YET, there’s something very special 
brewing in our Spring Issue. While we spend time discussing the growth of 
campus breweries and wine programs in our brand-new feature, the story 
behind-the-scenes is that we are also raising a glass to the 30th anniversary 

of Unique Venues in 2016. 
It’s certainly been an incredible journey for our company the past three de-

cades. Since launching in 1986, we’ve grown from a directory service for colleges 
and universities looking to attract hospitality clients to becoming the trusted re-
source for meeting and event planners on the hunt for non-traditional venues that 
impress. In that same time our membership has more than quadrupled as have 
our services, which now includes an annual conference, yearly Best Of Awards 
recognition, and this very magazine, one of the only publications covering our 
niche industry.

As you start to flip through the pages, you’ll understand why we find it so 
important. The featured venues in this all-campus issue are quickly becoming 
leaders in day meeting centers and have set the bar with exclusive meeting man-
agement packages that redefine the idea of a One-Stop Shop. One of our mem-
bers has hosted the prestigious Spalding Hoophall Classic tournament the past 
15 years, another has historic Royal connections, and a third was voted as having 
the “best outdoor adventure” program on the east coast by Outdoor Magazine. 
You’d be hard-pressed to find that at a traditional venue.

The truth is, thirty years ago, hotel chains were the majority of what was avail-
able in the market, and we were given so many reasons why a company like 
ours would not succeed. Today, however, our members have not only edged out 
the competition but verifiably become it by touting incredible service, affordable 
pricing, and benefits just as unique as the properties themselves. Having more to 
choose from only serves to make the industry stronger and provide you with more 
options to find the best setting for your meeting, conference, or event.

Just like wine gets better with age, so has our industry—and what better reason 
to toast to the future and everything that is yet to come.

Michele Nichols, Founder
Unique Venues





Affordable packages bundle: meeting with a/v,
choice of lodging, buffet dining, & recreation.
Team building programs are also available! 
7 locations in the Midwest & Midatlantic

877-833-2272
ChristianRetreatsNetwork.org Make Springfield College your unique 

venue summer destination.
Whether it’s for summer camp, a retreat, 

or conference, we offer exceptional facilities, 

staff, and accommodations to exceed 

your expectations.

We can’t wait to partner with you for your 

on-campus event.

We provide:

• State-of-the-art, award-winning facilities

• First-rate food service that can 
 accommodate food allergies and sensitivities

• Air conditioned spaces

• Free wireless

• Affordable overnight accommodations

• Ample parking

Book your reservation now through our Office of Conferences and Special Events.

The campus is conveniently located 

within proximity to Bradley International 

Airport, Amtrak, Peter Pan Bus Lines, 

the Massachusetts Turnpike, and 

Interstate-91.

Office of Conferences and Special Events 
263 A l d e n  St r e e t,  S p r i n g f i e l d,  M A S S Ac h u S e t t S
(413)  748-5287

springfield.edu/specialevents

@Scconferences               Scconferences



Make Spring�eld College your unique 
venue summer destination.

Whether it’s for summer camp, a retreat, 

or conference, we o�er exceptional facilities, 

sta�, and accommodations to exceed 

your expectations.

We can’t wait to partner with you for your 

on-campus event.

We provide:

• State-of-the-art, award-winning facilities

• First-rate food service that can 
 accommodate food allergies and sensitivities

• Air conditioned spaces

• Free wireless

• A�ordable overnight accommodations

• Ample parking

Book your reservation now through our O�ce of Conferences and Special Events.

The campus is conveniently located 

within proximity to Bradley International 

Airport, Amtrak, Peter Pan Bus Lines, 

the Massachusetts Turnpike, and 

Interstate-91.

O�ice of Conferences and Special Events 
263 A L D E N  ST R E E T,  S P R I N G F I E L D,  M A S S AC H U S E T T S
(413)  748-5287

spring�eld.edu/specialevents

@SCConferences               SCConferences



SUMMER@STONEHILL
Pre-College Program

Sunday, July 10–Saturday, July 30, 2016 
Experience the challenge of a 3-credit, college-level 
course in communication, fine arts, journalism, 
political science, or psychology. 

APPLy NOw 
Visit www.stonehill.edu/precollege 
to learn more and apply

High school students:  
Earn 3 college credits 
this summer!
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Spring into Action
As the weather takes a turn for the better,  
here’s how to keep up with that to-do list. 

The days are getting longer and warmer, and before you know it summer will 
be here offering so many distractions you’ll find yourself drowning in work if you 
keep heading to the pool. But, there are ways to enjoy the beautiful weather while 
still accomplishing your work to-do list, if you have a game plan. Here are three 
tips to “spring into action” and not get lost in the “summer daze.”

Work early bird hours. You’re on the sun’s 
schedule now. So get up early and enjoy 
it! If you start work at 7 a.m. and wrap up 
by 3 p.m. you’ll still have worked a regular 
eight-hour day and have plenty of daylight 
to enjoy other seasonal activities that you 
would have missed out on otherwise.

Find a new work desk. Just like kids head-
ing to camp, sometimes a change of pace 
can do you good and make you feel like you 
are adding some excitement to the workday, 
which will motivate you to keep at it. One 
option is to invest in a temporary co-working 
space that offers an office shared by other 
like-minded professionals—who knows, you 
could even make a business connection! 
You can rent one for the entire season at 
WeWork.com, or if you’re in Chicago, you can 
try a new local app called Deskpass (desk-
pass.com) that offers a membership plan 

to reserve a new space every day or week, 
however often you’d like to switch it up.

Schedule a team-building activity or 
mini outing regularly. Who says only kids 
can go on field trips? Treat your team or 
clients to a fun activity that will get you 
away from the office for just a few hours 
but also rejuvenate that creative spark that 
could help inspire a current project that 
has hit an impasse. There are so many 
options to choose from—arts classes, 
improv workshops, culinary cook-offs—but 
even more compelling could be adding in a 
charitable mission. Try a company like Team 
Bonding (teambonding.com) that can set 
up group programs like charity bike builds, 
assembling care packages for the 
homeless, even volunteering at dog 
shelters. Doing good for others 
could pay back for you, too. 

work / life / balance BY MANDY VOLPE

CLIFF NOTES

MANDY VOLPE
Unique Venues Marketing 
Manager

SUMMER@STONEHILL
Pre-College Program

Sunday, July 10–Saturday, July 30, 2016 
Experience the challenge of a 3-credit, college-level 
course in communication, fine arts, journalism, 
political science, or psychology. 

APPLy NOw 
Visit www.stonehill.edu/precollege 
to learn more and apply

High school students:  
Earn 3 college credits 
this summer!



utsc.utoronto.ca/conference   
416.287.7356 

conferences@utsc.utoronto.ca

offers exceptional value, service & 
flexibility in a unique setting

Pace University is a private, co-educational, and comprehensive multi-campus university in 
the New York metropolitan area. Locations include our quintessential urban campus in 
New York City, blocks from Wall Street and South Street Seaport, our traditional suburban 
collegiate setting in the heart of beautiful Westchester County, and our White Plains campus 
with 13 acres of landscaped grounds and easy access to transportation.

Our campuses accommodate a wide range of clients who hold events ranging from 
conferences, and corporate trainings to formal dinners and cocktail receptions.  Our 
elegant, a�ordable spaces are situated close to all forms of major transportation.  Our team 
of professional sta� can help provide you with the planning and execution you need to 
ensure your next gathering is a success. 

MARIA GABRIELA DIRUSSO, AUXILIARY SERVICES SUMMER PROGRAM MANAGER 
TRACY C. JACKSON, DIRECTOR OF AUXILIARY SERVICES HOUSING OPERATIONS

212-346-1015    AUXILIARYSERVICES@PACE.EDU    ONE PACE PLACE, NY 10038
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expert advice BY ANNE MCCAW

CLIFF NOTES

GOAL!
Canadian meetings have never been 

more affordable.

As the strength of the American dollar continues to grow, the Canadian dollar 
has significantly decreased, valued at about $1.45 per every one U.S. dollar. That 
is as low as it’s been in 11 years, which is creating really strong buying power for 
groups interested in traveling across the border. If you consider contract and rate 
negotiations and then take half off the top, you can see how cost effective it can be 
to bring conferences, meetings, and incentive programs up north. Of course, there 
are some other advantages, too: 

IT’S YOUR PASSPORT TO A FAMILIAR 
BUT FOREIGN DESTINATION. There are 
plenty of similarities between America and 
Canada—the language and cuisine are 
familiar—but the differences allow your 
group an experience from another world. 
Depending on what part of the country 
you visit, you’ll find a different European 
atmosphere. In the Maritimes, the eastern 
provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland, 
you’ll find a strong nautical history and 
heritage of Scots and Irish Celts. Out west 
in Victoria, British culture is abundant.

CROSSING THE BORDER IS EASY. There’s 
good reason inbound traffic is increasing to 
Canada, particularly from the U.S., which 
gave tourism an 8% boost in 2015 accord-
ing to Statistics Canada. The country is 
accessible by both land and air from most 
American hubs, and with prices continuing 
to drop at the gas pump, many are opting 
to travel by car or coach.

FACILITIES ARE MODERNIZING JUST 
ABOUT EVERYWHERE. The Canadian 
Sport Tourism Alliance has been promoting 
Canada as a preferred sports destination, and 
acquiring a number of major sporting events 
in the process, such as the Olympic Games 
in Vancouver, Pan Am Games in Toronto, 

and the women’s FIFA championship. As 
such, a lot of money and effort has been put 
into updating facilities in many provinces 
to support the new business sector. That 
includes a number of college and university 
campuses that have played host.

THERE’S A LITTLE SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE. In 2015, the International 
Congress & Convention Association re-
ported their top 10 list of meeting destina-
tions in North America, and Canada ap-
peared three times in the top 5 (Vancouver 
at #1, Toronto at #2, and Montreal at #5). 
Perhaps it’s because all the different regions 
cater to different tastes. Corporate retreats 
can find themselves at home in Banff and 
the Canadian Rockies or even planning an 
urban adventure in Vancouver or Victoria. 
Those looking for a metropolitan experi-
ence will love Toronto while those favoring 
old world charm can look to Quebec. 

IT’S ALSO A TIME FOR CANADIANS TO 
CONSIDER STAYING HOME. With our 
buying power so much weaker travel-
ing abroad, now is the time to promote 
Canada to locals, too. With so much to 
see and do, consider a different experience 
such as taking your meeting to the prairies 
or Newfoundland—or anywhere that can 
give a change of pace.  

ANNE MCCAW
Unique Venues 
Canadian Representative

Find comprehensive 

listings of all our 

Canadian venues 

at UniqueVenues.ca 

and in the index on 

page 77.
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Western Carolina University is the perfect place to conduct meetings, training 
programs, retreats, conventions, reunions, festivals, and summer camps.

ï Assortment of meeting rooms, dining 
rooms, recreation and theater space

ï Celebrating 125 years in 2014

ï 8,000 seat multi use arena

828.227.3024
dnease@wcu.edu

Conference Services

ï Expert conference staff assistance

ï Dining catering services

ï Voted “Top Adventure College” by 
Blue Ridge Outdoors magazine

Book for Summer 2016 - Receive 10% o� Housing

University of San Diego

EDUCATE
Educate attendees

in our state of the art
event spaces:

- Classrooms (48)
- Theaters (6)

- Multipurpose 
  indoor (23)

- Scenic outdoor (8)

ENTICE
Campus cuisine is 

created by our 
award-winning 

culinary team. Dine at 
one of several casual 

eateries, La Gran 
Terraza restaurant, 
or enjoy a custom 
event catered to

your speci�cations.

ENJOY
Our stunning campus 

provides a serene 
night’s sleep in our:

- Apartments
- Suites

- Residence Hall Rooms
Accommodations for 

a variety of ages 
and budgets.

e: MeetAtUSD@sandiego.edu
p: (877) 336 - 5415MeetAtUSD.com

ESCAPE
Experience one of 

San Diego’s nearby, 
world renowned, 

attractions. USD is just 
minutes from the 

beach, Mission Bay, 
Sea World, San Diego 

Zoo and San Diego 
International Airport. 

800.233.7505
www.pennstatehotels.com

Connection
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gotta have it
CLIFF NOTES
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TAKE A 
LOAD OFF

Every meeting planner should 
own this brand-new “bag.”

LAPTOPS, SMART PHONES, CHARGERS, WALLETS, pen 
and paper. It can be tough remembering everything you need 
to bring with you to do your job every day, let alone figuring out 
how to get it all in one bag with easy access. To the rescue comes 
this brand-new invention that has a whole new handle on what a 
modern bag looks like.

THE BAUBAX TRAVEL JACKET
It’s been called “the Swiss Army Knife of travel wear” by 
CNN Money and is the most funded clothing project in 
the history of crowdfunding, raising more than $10 mil-
lion from 45,000-plus backers last year. It’s the BauBax 

Travel jacket, developed by a husband-and-wife team, 
that has 15 pockets to carry nearly everything you need 
traveling or just on the go. Find compartments for your 

tablet, pen/stylus, phone, charger, passport, sunglasses, 
earphones, neck pillow, eye mask, gloves, blanket, mi-
crofiber cloth, a pocket for each hand, and even a drink 

compartment. It’s available in four different styles—wind-
breaker, sweatshirt, bomber, and blazer for both men 
and women. $170-$250. Pre-order at baubax.com. 

Close to the SeacoastClose to the Seacoastthe SeacoastAward-winning Dining OptionsComfortable Accommodations

Book your conference now! (603) 862-1900
conferences@unh.edu

unh.edu/conferences-catering

Modern meeting facilities, gorgeous surroundings, and delicious meals prepared by 
world-class chefs set the tone for an exciting, di�erent kind of conference! Located in 

close proximity to the ocean, mountains, beautiful walking trails and a vibrant nightlife, 
everything you want – and maybe a couple things you hadn’t thought of – are right here. 

Reinvent your annual conference. Reinvigorate your people!
Reach out to our professional conference planner today.

Conferences are in!Conferences are in!Conferences are in!Summer
When school is out,

UNH_1513_UV_8.375x10.875_SUMMERCONF.indd   1 7/1/15   8:38 AM
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CLIFF NOTES
food for thought

Steak with 
Brandied 

Cherry Sauce 
Courtesy of UCLA Lake Arrowhead 
Conference Center & Bruin Woods 
Family Resort (Lake Arrowhead, CA)

We’re over winter, but not quite yet into summer, 
which makes this dish perfect for the in-between 
spring season. Combining grilled steaks with a 
rich, tart cherry sauce, it’s a dish that’s not only 

filling but also unforgettable.

INGREDIENTS: 
8     beef steaks (6 oz. each)

    salt and pepper 

1 Tbsp.  olive oil 

1 ½ Tbsp.  shallots, peeled and slivered

2 tsp.   garlic cloves, peeled and slivered

1 tsp.   green peppercorns, in brine

¾ cup   sherry wine 

¾ cup   red tart cherries (frozen, in juice)

¼ cup   brandy

¾ cup   veal demi glaze  

½ tsp.   Dijon mustard  

½ tsp.   fresh thyme, chopped 

½ tsp.   fresh mint, chopped

½ tsp.   fresh tarragon, chopped

½ tsp.   fresh sage, chopped
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TO PREPARE:
TART RED CHERRY SAUCE:

1. Heat a thick-bottomed pan until 
very hot. Add oil followed by garlic 
and shallots, and sauté until  
slightly browned. 
2. Add sherry wine, peppercorns 
with juice, half of the cherries with 
juice, half the brandy, and half of the 
herbs. Reduce by one half. 
3. Add the veal demi glaze and Dijon 
mustard, followed by the other half 
of the cherries with the juice. Simmer 
until slightly thickened.
4. Add the other half of the herbs 
and brandy. Adjust seasoning as 
desired.
5. Hold at warm temperature. 

THE STEAKS:

1. Season steaks with salt and pepper.
2. Grill or sauté the seasoned steaks 
over high heat until the desired  
temperature. 
3. Top with sauce and serve.   
Makes 8 servings.

GET CONNECTED
UCLA Lake Arrowhead Conference 

Center & Bruin Woods Family Resort 
Lake Arrowhead, CA

UniqueVenues.com/UCLALakeArrowhead
(909) 337.2478

1300 Eagle Rd. St. Davids, PA 19087 • 610.341.5902 • eastern.edu/conferences

EASTERN 
U N I V E R S I T Y

Experience our welcoming staff, beautiful 
campus, technology equipped classrooms, 

accommodating dining services, and 
climate-controlled residence halls.  

130 MORRIS INN  // NOTRE DAME, IN 46556
574.631.2000  // MORRISINN.ND.EDU

A Higher Degree of Inspiration
Ideas come to life at Morris Inn, nestled in the heart of Notre Dame’s 

historic campus. Your group will benefit from an enlightening 

academic atmosphere, as well as the opportunity to experience 

unique Notre Dame traditions, from personalized wine dinners  

to private stadium tours.

Call (574) 631-2000 to book your custom itinerary!  
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Come to Texas Tech University for 
your next summer conference!

• Various conference dining locations
• Traditional and suite-style housing options 
• 24-hour friendly, professional staff 
• Leisure Pool

housing.ttu.edu/conferences/

7 0 7 - 6 6 4 - 3 3 3 6 meetatsonoma.com reservat ions@sonoma.edu

W I N E   C O U N T R Y

elegance  elegance  affordability in the heart ofaffordability in the heart of&&  &  
• Convenient location, just 45  
   miles from San Francisco 
• Over 3,000 suite-style housing       
  accommodations
• Brand new event center,  
  featuring 12,000 sq. ft. flexible    
  event space
• A variety of smart meeting  
  spaces and breakout rooms

UNIVERSITY OF PUGET SOUND is a national liberal 

arts college in the vibrant city of Tacoma, Washington. Our 

beautiful, 97-acre campus in the city’s scenic North End offers 

state-of-the-art facilities, varied housing and dining options, 

24/7 assistance, and close proximity to Tacoma’s natural parks, 

cultural amenities, and neighborhood shops and restaurants. 

Puget Sound is the ideal setting for your conference, retreat, 

camp, or special event. 

We offer meeting spaces tailored to your event needs. 

Choose from auditoriums, athletic facilities and sports �elds, 

classrooms, conference rooms, exhibit space, and lecture halls. 

Most facilities contain modern audio/visual equipment, and 

technical assistance is available. Guests enjoy free parking and 

WiFi, and on-site registration services.

On-campus housing options, including single- and double-

occupancy rooms and suite-style accommodations, are 

available from mid-May through mid-August, and include 

optional linen service. All lodging facilities are within a short 

distance of academic buildings, meeting rooms, and Wheelock 

Student Center, the hub of campus, where meals are served.

Our privately owned and operated dining services department 

has meal plans and special food service options to meet your 

needs. Cafeteria-style service is provided for complete meals 

for overnight groups, and our catering staff prepares and serves 

excellent events of all sizes, from refreshment breaks and 

beverage service to receptions and banquets.

Guests are welcome to use, at no additional charge, the 

university �tness center and pool, running/walking track, and 

tennis courts. Just a short drive from campus visitors can 

explore the award-winning Point De�ance Zoo and Aquarium, 

Tacoma’s theater and museum districts, and downtown 

galleries and eateries.

Contact us today to discuss your event with a  

Puget Sound conference team member.

253.879.3483  |  conferences@pugetsound.edu

pugetsound.edu/conferences
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happy hour

Does your event space have a popular custom drink? 
We’d love to feature it. Submit your recipes to 

ann@uniquevenues.com.

Sesqui 
Sangria

Courtesy of Lehigh 
University

(Bethlehem, PA) 

Lehigh University toasted 
to their Sesquicentennial 

celebration in 2015 with this 
refreshing non-alcoholic 

version of sangria that was 
enjoyed by all at a special 

Diner en Blanc and Brown 
event attended by 500 

students and administrators.

INGREDIENTS:
3 boxes  white grape juice  

  (48 oz. each)

750 ml.  Welch’s sparkling
   white grape juice

20 oz.   pulp-free orange juice

TO PREPARE:
1. Mix all the ingredients together 
and chill for 2-3 hours prior  
to serving.
2. For garnish, add orange slices or 
white grapes sliced in half. 
Makes 30 servings. 

GET CONNECTED
Lehigh University

Bethlehem, PA
UniqueVenues.com/Lehigh
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UW Ranked #1 - Public University 
Reuters Top 100 World’s Most Innovative Universities

A WORLD OF 
POSSIBILITIES
Host your conference at University of Washington 
Driven by the determination to transform our world, people at the University of Washington are united 
by a steadfast belief in what’s possible.  In this environment of boundless possibility, the UW campus 
is a dynamic place to host your next conference, lecture or meeting. 

Our friendly Conference Services staff will:
>  Create a custom package for you to accommodate 10 to 10,000 guests
>  Help with the details, from guest registration to conference planning across our campus
>  Provide you with one point of contact, one contract and one bill for University services 

Imagine the possibilities!
Call us at 206-543-7636 or visit hfs.washington.edu/conferences.
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WHAT’S TRENDING
BY SELENA FRAGASSI 

MILLENNIUM CONFERENCE CENTRE
Though community colleges vary in their food services, 

Millennium Conference Centre has a certified master chef 
on staff who creates menus that draw culinary enthusiasts 

from around the region.
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A Day to REMEMBER
As more community colleges open up their doors for day meetings, planners 

are finding an unforgettable experience that couldn’t be closer to home.  

The day has come for community colleges to be regarded for their day 
meeting services. If you and your group are working 9-5—and don’t need 
overnight accommodations—“our rates are very competitive and can beat 
those of other institutions,” says Dustin Frost, auxiliary services manager of 
Tallahassee Community College. 

In 2015, the Florida campus decided 
to become even more competitive by 
offering a block rate schedule for their 
490-seat theater for groups that, more 
or less, need to reserve space by the 
hour. Day rates and half-day rates are 
also available for the other 15 spaces 
Tallahassee Community College has 
to offer to meeting planners, which 
includes two 11,000-square-foot gym-
nasiums, a pair of ballrooms (for 250-
300 people), auditorium, and standard 
classrooms for 12 to 75. 

“Each space comes with all the 
technology a meeting would need, in-
cluding a computer, projector, screen, 
audio, and free Wi-Fi. It’s all included 

with the rate,” says Frost who notes 
that nonprofits, by far, are their biggest 
client due to an added discount as well 
as a strong connection to the commu-
nity. “It’s in our name. Being a part of 
Tallahassee is something people take to 
heart. They look at us as their institu-
tion and want to come here.”

The popularity of Columbus State 
Conference Center (at Columbus State 
Community College) follows the same 
rationale. “Our current president, 
Dr. David Harrison, is very active 
in the community and in building 
community partnerships. We do quite 
a bit of co-sponsored day meetings with 
government and educational entities,” 

remarks CSCC Director Rita Bedritis, 
CMP, estimating that the Central 
Ohio-based facility pulls in 1,000-plus 
events with 48,000 attendees coming 
through every year. That’s an all-time 
high for the 10-year-old property 
that occupies the entire fourth floor 
of the college’s Center for Workforce 
Development building. 

CSCC offers 13,000 square 
feet of space spread out amongst a 
4,700-square-foot ballroom and bal-
cony and six flexible breakout rooms. 
Pricing here, too, is all-inclusive with 
bundled services including a profes-
sional events management team, A/V 
technology, Wi-Fi, and parking.

“Now, we actually have fewer confer-
ences under 100 people, and the average 
attendee per event is larger,” Bedritis 
says of the latest trend, which she be-
lieves is due to a rise in smaller budgets 
that planners have to work with and her 
team’s legwork of connecting with more 
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COLUMBUS STATE CONFERENCE CENTER
The venue offers 13,000 square feet of space 
for rent spread out across a lavish ballroom 
with balcony and six fl exible breakout rooms.

associations through organizations 
like MPI, PCMA, ISES, ACCED-I, 
and OSAE.

One of the amenities that does 
seem to vary at community colleges 
is food service. Columbus State has a 
list of fi ve approved  caterers they work 
with, for example, while Tallahassee 
Community College has no 
restrictions, as long as the food service 
provider can present documentation. 

At Millennium Conference Centre 
in Johnson City, Tennessee, however, 
the property actually specializes in 
complete food and beverage service 
that’s “considered a cut about the rest,” 
says General Manager Adam Maurer, 
noting they draw “culinary enthusiasts 

Image
www.gcc.campusdish.com     |     860.768.4951     |     graycc@hartford.edu

Your meeting 
your way

Summer Conferences | Corporate Retreats | Celebrations | And More

Your Meeting, Your Way

CONFERENCE S  &  E VENTS  S ERVICE S
PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY, TACOMA, WA

253-535-7670                          plu.edu/conferences

Whether you are planning an athletic competition or a major 
conference, we offer the spaces, services and experiences 

guaranteed to make your next event a success: 

• Technology • Campus Restaurants • Overnight Lodging
• On-Site Catering • Conference Team  for 1 to 1,200
• Indoor & Outdoor • Competitive Pricing • Custom Packages

Athletic Facilities   

A COZY PLACE TO

CHECK OUT OUR

SPORTS & ARTS

On-Site Services
•  Multimedia Packages
•  Free Wifi 
• Stage Lighting
• Parking: FREE and

Plentiful
• Concierge ServicesAdvertising Services

• Design & Print 
• Video Recordings 
• Free Advertising on

Campus Calendar

LET US TAKE CARE OF THE

• Apartment-Style  
Lodging

• Traditional Style  
Residence-Hall Rooms

• Flexible Length Stays 



WHAT’S TRENDING
BY SELENA FRAGASSI 

GET CONNECTED
Columbus State Conference Center

Columbus, OH
UniqueVenues.com/ColumbusStateConfCtr

(614) 287.5500

Tallahassee Community College 
Tallahassee, FL

UniqueVenues.com/TallahasseeCC
(850) 201.6058

The Millennium Conference Centre
Johnson City, TN

UniqueVenues.com/millenniumconferencecentre
(423) 232.2006
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throughout the region.” Menus are 
crafted by Certified Master Chef Jean-
Claude Seruga, a Paris native who has 
the distinction of being the youngest 
CMC in French culinary history. 

The setup here is a bit different 
since The Millennium Conference 
Centre is located directly next to East 
Tennessee State University with a 
pedestrian walkway connecting the 
two, offering convenience for uni-
versity and conference attendees. As 
well, Millennium Conference Centre 
has offered exclusive day meetings 
since opening in 1999 with special 
Day Meeting Packages that are popu-
lar says Director of Operations Terry 
Woodward because “it offers clients 
an easily understood price point for 
less than an ‘a la carte’ structure.”

Internal clients at ETSU and local 

medical groups are the most regu-
lar clientele that utilize the Centre’s 
66,000 square feet of space that in-
cludes a 5,900-square-foot ballroom, 
two auditoriums, breakout rooms, and 
a centralized dining area. That’s mostly 
because coordinating travel into a re-
gional airport with few direct flights 
“can be a challenge,” says Woodward.

At Tallahassee Community College, 
attracting large national events is also 
difficult since there are no overnight ac-
commodations, though Frost says they 
do partner with local hotels to offer 
room block deals. 

“Most would also say that this is 
a small challenge in relation to the 
meeting experience they receive,” says 
Woodward, noting their retention rate 
is 92%.

Bedritis seconds that. “Because we 

are a smaller property there is that spe-
cial attention and detail to service and 
flexibility. Our rules are not hard and 
fast like you might find elsewhere.”

Though perhaps the best news about 
these growing day meeting centers is 
that you can always find one in your 
community. 
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TALLAHASSEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Last year, the college became an even more 
competitive day meeting center by offering a 
block rate schedule for its 490-seat theatre.



529 14th Street, NW, 13th Floor, Washington, DC 20045
202-662-7541 • sales@press.org • www.press.org/host

LEGENDARY EVENTS HAPPEN HERE.

PR ESIDENTS, K INGS, QU EENS, BUSINESS LEA DERS, CELEBRITIES A N D M EDIA ICONS 
H AV E BEEN M A KING HISTORY H ER E FOR OV ER 100 YEA RS.

WHY NOT MAKE YOUR EVENT HISTORIC?
Widely considered a premier Washington, DC landmark, the National Press Club is a truly unique experience and the 

ideal setting for business and social events. Located just two blocks from The White House and Washington monument 

with easy access to mass transit, dozens of hotels and featuring full-service catering and technology teams that have 

satisfi ed the most demanding of world leaders, The National Press Club  o� ers a unique setting like no other, with the 

convenience, value and world-class service, amenities and hospitality fi t for a king.

IN THE HEART OF SEATTLE
Some cities claim to thrive, but the 
streets of Seattle pulse with vitality. 
A few steps beyond the downtown 
bustle is a campus that’s an urban 
wildlife sanctuary. Picture restful 
accommodations, meeting facilities 
with tech wizardry, award-winning 
catering and a staff  that under-
stands good service.

Conference and Event Services
901 12th Avenue, Seattle, WA 
98122-1090
206-296-5620 
http://seattleu.edu/ces /
conferences@seattleu.edu



STATE OF CONNECTION. Convenient Location. Unique Venues. Award-Winning Catering. Recreation & Entertainment. Cutting-Edge Technology. Summer Overnight Housing

32 Campus Drive
University Center, Rm 340
Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-4119
umt.edu/mteventservices
#mteventservices 

Situated at the halfway point between Yellowstone and Glacier 
National Park, the University of Montana sits at the hub of five 
valleys where three mountain rivers converge. With recreation 
opportunities steps away from a full-service conference center, 
UM’s Montana Event Services has the space, resources, and 
expertise to make any event an epic experience. 

Come for work. Stay for play.

#MEETATVU

www.meetatvanderbilt.com   |   facebook.com/meetatVU   |   twitter:@meetatVU   |   instagram:@meetatVU

For Conferences and Special Events

 505.277.5706 | cjcardenas@unm.edu
To plan your next conference or special event, contact Chris Cardenas:

The University of New Mexico | Events & Conferences | events.unm.edu 



 505.277.5706 | cjcardenas@unm.edu
To plan your next conference or special event, contact Chris Cardenas:

The University of New Mexico | Events & Conferences | events.unm.edu 
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THE MAIN EVENT
BY SELENA FRAGASSI 

The university used all 
their resources to make 
the event a sucess.
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SLAM DUNK
Now in its 15th year, Springfield College has mastered 

hosting the Spalding Hoophall Classic, ensuring 
nothing but net success for everyone involved.

they say, is history.
�ough weather can still be a con-

cern for the Spalding Hoophall Classic, 
which draws players from all over the 
country in the middle of January, it 
has never been sidelined by any winter 
storms. “We couldn’t a�ord to have that 
happen, especially on televised game 
days,” says Smith who even remembers 
the one time her sta� had to drive to 
the airport to retrieve lost luggage that 
contained necessary uniforms. 

“�e major growth of the event has 
been in the ability to get national TV 
coverage,” says Greg Procino, Vice 
President of Operations for the Basket-
ball Hall of Fame. In fact, the ESPN 
networks have covered much of the �ve-
day program since 2005. “�at, in turn, 
has expanded interest in viewership and 
for fans who come to the games.”

It’s an important point for Spring�eld 
College that has not only weathered 
great increases in attendance—last year 
alone 8,000 tickets were sold and 140 
media credentials distributed—but also 
increased the venue’s pro�le with a spot-
light on the college. �at includes ad 
space in the o�cial program book and 
a 30-second national television spot. To 
that end, the college just went through a 
rebranding process that produced a new 

�e game of basketball was invented on the Massachusetts campus 
of Spring�eld College. So, it was only logical that the annual Spalding 
Hoophall Classic High School Invitational—featuring 50-plus teams made 
up of the sport’s next stars—would take center court here.

“It’s really become a partnership between 
the [Naismith Memorial] Basketball 
Hall of Fame and Spring�eld College, 
in a symbolic way, too, since the inven-
tor of basketball was actually on our fac-
ulty,” says Director of Conferences and 

Special Events Katherine Smith, recall-
ing how Dr. James Naismith created the 
game 125 years ago. He was tasked with 
coming up with an “athletic distrac-
tion” after a brutal Northeast winter left 
many of his students rowdy. �e rest, as 
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Last year alone the Springfield 
Hoophall Classic issued 8,000 

tickets and 140 media credentials, 
all of which puts a spotlight on  

the college.

logo and banners for the long weekend.
“We are on the map for five days, 

and we take that very seriously in how 
we execute all the details,” says Smith, 
noting that the planning process is a 
12-month cycle working in tandem with 
the Basketball Hall of Fame just as the 
current year wraps up. “It really becomes 
a microcosm of everything we do best 
with all our conferences, and we try to 
[showcase that].”

For this particular event, that means 
constantly being on-site providing cus-
tomer service, making connections for 
new business, “even picking up litter in 
the aisles if it will make the venue look 
better,” she jokes. She’s also come up with 
new ideas in recent years such as turning 
the jogging track above the main arena 
into a hospitality area.

Though the college is not in session 
at the time of the Spalding Hoophall 

Classic, Smith ensures grounds crews are 
available to clear sidewalks and parking 
lots. She also organizes a shuttle system 
and hires 40 part-timers to help with 
manpower since the program involves 
not only the games but also meals and 
concessions, sponsor activations, and 
facilitating large production crews 
(everyone is housed off-site at nearby 
hotels). The event has also been used in 
recent years as a learning lab for sports 
management majors who make up 
additional volunteers. 

“We have a lot of moving parts we 
have to accommodate internally and ex-
ternally, and I think we have put together 
a super team,” says Smith, acknowledg-
ing the comfortability that comes with 
having a repeat annual event. “There’s 
less time spent triple checking some of 
those details because everyone knows 
their role.”

Procino agrees. “The working team 
between the Basketball Hall of Fame 
and Springfield College has been pretty 
much the same group of people for a 
number of years so we all know how 
each other works. Because of the strong 
partnership, any challenges we have en-
countered have been easily fixed.” Plus, 
he says, the venue is perfect—beyond 
even those historical facets. “The college 
is cozy but big enough to accommodate 
our crowds. We use every ounce of 
space and jam it in there so it feels like 
something is really happening.”  

GET CONNECTED
Springfield College

Springfield, MA
UniqueVenues.com/springfield

(413) 748.5287



Elevate 
at the University of Denver

YoUr ExpEctations

CONTACT US
303.871.4333    events@du.edu    
www.du.edu/events

Just minutes away from downtown, our vibrant campus 
gives you access to it all—unique facilities, advanced 
technology, on-site catering, sustainability, and much more. 

Summer Housing & Dining
Meetings & Conferences
Weddings & Special Events

aq
aq
aq

Make the smart choice.Make the smart choice.Smart Choice

visitames.com  515.232.4032

NINE             TEN 
tastebuds agree
 ames is a sweet place to meet.
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Southern Charm
If you’re looking for a little southern hospitality for your next meeting or event, 

these five venues are a sweet tease of what awaits. 

From North and South Carolina to Georgia, Virginia, and Florida, 
there’s something to be said about meeting in the South. It’s a place where 
history and attractions collide and nature is at your doorstop—and as these 
�ve venues show, it’s a place where you can �nd true southern hospitality for 
every meeting, conference, and event.

Florida Gulf Coast University 
(Fort Myers, FL)
Having just opened in 1997, groups won’t 
�nd much of anything “old school” at 
Florida Gulf Coast University besides its 
idyllic preserved surroundings. “We are 
able to o�er very new, modern facilities 
in a really natural environment,” says 
Ruth Rodrigues, director, campus 
reservations and records management of 
the sprawling campus that’s set on 800 
acres, half of which have been kept in 
their natural state. Guests can take it all 

in while traversing �ve miles of nature 
trails and boardwalks.

As such, FGCU was thoughtful in 
the design, such as creating a 15-acre 
solar �eld to power three of its largest 
academic buildings and achieving Silver 
LEED certi�ed status for Osprey Hall 
located in the campus’ “resort-style” 
South Village where buildings have solar 
water heaters and parking for energy 
e�cient cars. �e campus’ Northlake 
area is another option that’s on the wa-
terfront with a man-made beach. 

Here, each of the 3,000 total beds 
comes with a private bedroom, a key 
feature that led to college ranking site 
Niche naming the university to its 
list of the 10 campuses with the best 
residence halls. Accommodations are 
available from May to August and can 
be reserved through the certi�ed One-
Stop Shop conference department.

During the academic year, day 
meetings are a great option with 
accommodations at eight hotels “just 
�ve minutes away,” says Rodrigues. 
For unique spaces, she recommends 
the Wine Tech Lab, modeled after the 
Culinary Institute of America, Napa 
Valley campus and the interactive Client 
Health Education Center for smaller 
meetings and events. A ballroom and 
lecture halls are also available.

BY SELENA FRAGASSI

COLLEGE ROAD TRIP
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FLORIDA GULF COAST UNIVERSITY

GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY

Much of the appeal of FGCU is its idyllic 
surroundings, many of which are preserved 
in their natural state. Five miles of trails and 
boardwalks let you take it all in.

GSU’s prime location in downtown Atlanta 
allows staff to work with planners to help 
manage every aspect of events held both on-
site and off-site.

Georgia State University 
Housing (Atlanta, GA)
One of Georgia’s peachiest areas is, of 
course, Atlanta—and one of the prime 
places to be if you want to experience 
all the city has to o�er is Georgia State 
University. “Our entire campus is in 
downtown Atlanta,” says Donata Davis, 
senior meeting coordinator for Georgia 
State University Housing Conference 
Services. �e campus is in between 
two MARTA public transportation 
stops and housing is adjacent to bus 
and street car lines so guests can get to 
attractions like the Atlanta Convention 
Center, Centennial Park, and the Coca-
Cola Center with ease. “It’s a completely 
walkable area, and we have our own 
Panther Shuttle that goes all around 
downtown, too,” furthers Davis.

�ough perhaps the biggest bene�t 
GSU provides to summer conferences is 
an a�ordable housing option in the busy 
metropolitan area. “We often work with 
larger groups that have over�ow,” says 

Fabulous Facilities. 
Midwestern Hospitality.

housing.illinois.edu/conferences

University Housing University of Illinois

We are still accepting reservations for Summer 2016. 
For more information, contact the O�ce of Conference Services.

www.meetationa.com  (914) 637-7790

                         
Summ� at 
Iona!
In New Rochelle, N.Y., just 20 miles from Midtown Manhattan

Follow us on Twitter  
@Iona_OCS
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BY SELENA FRAGASSI

COLLEGE ROAD TRIP
Davis, providing an example of how the 
university housed 1,600 of the 50,000-
person Alcoholics Anonymous confer-
ence held o�-site last year. �e campus 
currently has 2,500 beds, but that will 
expand to 4,200 with the opening of a 
new high-tech residence hall this fall.

�e Student Center is GSU’s “central 
hub” that Davis and her team partner 
with for on-site meetings. “It has a 
number of conference rooms, ball-
rooms, and an auditorium they provide 
if available,” she says, also noting that 
her team works with local venues to 
help accommodate day meeting space. 
As well, the One-Stop Shop is known 
for their full-scope event management 
services. “If you are an out-of-state client 
we can assist you with the full planning 
and logistics of any events here in At-
lanta, on-site or o�-site.”

The College of William and Mary 
(Williamsburg, VA)
History repeats itself in many unique 
ways at this college. Not only is it the 
second oldest institute of higher learn-
ing in America (just behind Harvard), 
but it’s also the nation’s only college 
founded by a royal charter school “of 
King William III and Queen Mary II 
of England in 1693,” says Mariellynn D. 
Maurer, director of conference services. 

�e College of William and Mary is 
the alma mater of �gures like �omas 
Je�erson and is across the street from 
Colonial Williamsburg, “the country’s 
largest living history museum; they 
reenact the 18th century,” says Maurer 
noting that the college works with the 
museum to provide tours and other 
features. “You can have ‘Je�erson’ be a 
speaker at your welcome session or have 
a �fe and drum corps at your closing 
banquet.” �e department also o�ers 
day trips to historic plantations and 
Washington, D.C., three hours away.

Yet not everything is stamped in time 
here. �e college’s pedigree is also met 
with modern spaces and amenities in-

cluding a beautiful, 2,000-seat outdoor 
Lake Matoaka Amphitheatre and a 
certi�ed One-Stop Shop that o�ers full 
registration services. “We also have a big 
focus on sustainability with buildings 
that are not only state-of-the-art but are 
environmentally kind,” says Maurer. A 
number of them are LEED certi�ed, 
which the college hopes to continue 
with a new Integrated Science Center 
opening in August (with a greenhouse 
on the roof) and an Integrated Wellness 
Center that is also planned to break 
ground this year. �e college also just 
purchased a nearby hotel with plans 
to turn it into a residence hall. Says 

Maurer, “�ere’s a lot coming in the 
next few years.”

University of South Carolina 
(Columbia, SC)
Southern charm is a part of everyday life 
at this bustling campus located in South 
Carolina’s capital city. “Because our 
campus is so large we have visitors here 
daily, and we are very welcoming,” says 
Kate Shelton, director of continuing 
education and conferences, which is a 
certi�ed One-Stop Shop. “We appreci-
ate them being here and want to include 
them in our campus. Hospitality is what 
we are all about.”

THE COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY

UNIVERSITY OF  
SOUTH CAROLINA

The college is the second oldest institute 
of learning, but its pedigree is met with the 

most modern facilities and services.

University of South 
Carolina has everything 

from historic 
architecture to very 

modern buildings, and 
quaint meeting spaces 

to a large arena.
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 10 minutes from the beach. 
 30 minutes from Providence.
 40 minutes from Cape Cod.

60 minutes from Boston. 

Plan your event at UMass Dartmouth
  Variety of meeting venues
  Comfortable accommodations
  Catering services as needed
  Professional event sta�
  Competitive prices

See for yourself: umassd.edu/myevent

Location. Location.  Location.

Conference 
& Event Services
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GET CONNECTED

Florida Gulf Coast University
Fort Myers, FL
UniqueVenues.com/floridagulfcoast
(239) 590.1426

Georgia State University 
Housing 
Atlanta, GA 
UniqueVenues.com/GeorgiaState
(404) 413.1994

The College of William and 
Mary
Williamsburg, VA
UniqueVenues.comWilliamandMary
(757) 221.4084

University of South Carolina
Columbia, SC
UniqueVenues.com/UnivSoCarolina
(803) 777.9444

Western Carolina University 
Cullowhee, NC
UniqueVenues.com/WCU
(828) 227.3024

TIP:
Find your perfect 

unique venue with 
new, advanced 

search options on 
UniqueVenues.com 

and UniqueVenues.ca 
that let you browse  

by region.

Turn to page 64 to  
see a comprehensive 
list of all our member 

venues.

BY SELENA FRAGASSI

COLLEGE ROAD TRIP

�at includes sharing many of the uni-
versity’s notable spaces such as traditional 
classrooms and auditoriums as well as the 
Russell House Student Union with a ball-
room seating up to 600, a 300-seat theatre, 
and 11 meeting rooms. �ere’s also the 
multi-purpose Campus Room for up to 
400 that can be divided into two salons; in 
the same building is a revolving restaurant, 
Top of the Carolina, on the 18th �oor. For 
much larger events, the Colonial Center is 
an 18,000-seat arena and the Koger Center 
for the Arts seats up to 2,254. “We boast 
everything from historic architecture to 
very modern buildings, quaint meeting 

space to a large arena seating,” says Shelton, 
noting the most exciting development is the 
new Carolina Alumni Center that opened 
last fall decorated with the o�cial Game-
cocks mascot motif. “You really get the 
spirit of our brand and hospitality there.”

�e university’s location is also ideal, 
centrally located in the state and close to 
the coast and the mountains. “We can o�er 
a lot of great resources for groups from the 
Riverbanks Zoo and Garden to a great 
state museum and the Columbia museum 
of art,” some of which are in walking 
distance, says Shelton. “We work closely 
with our clients to ensure everything goes 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
The large TCF Bank Stadium is the newest 

field in the conference, offering premium 
spaces for rent and top-of-the-line catering, 

as seen here.
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WESTERN 
CAROLINA 

UNIVERSITY
Western Caro-
lina University 

can book thrilling 
adventures like 

whitewater rafting 
(above), but when 

it’s time to get 
down to business, 

venues like the 
John W. Bardo Fine 

and Performing 
Arts Center (below) 

offer state-of-the-
art spaces.
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smoothly. We really want them to have a 
very successful program.”

Western Carolina University 
(Cullowhee, NC)
For the second year in a row, this lush 
campus (located in the Appalachian 
Mountains, 50 miles from Asheville) 
has been voted “best outdoor adventure 
school” on the east coast by Outdoor 
Magazine. As Director of Conference 
Services Devon Nease explains, the 
university even has its own year-round 
adventure group called Basecamp Cullo-
whee so that visitors can explore all the 
nature that is right at its backdoor. “We 
can take folks on guided tours of white-
water rafting, rock climbing, hiking, 
canoeing, kayaking, mountain biking, 
camping, caving, and backpacking; any-
thing you can think of to do outdoors 
we have the equipment and sta� to make 
it happen.”

�ere are some great indoors at WCU, 
too, including 50 smart classrooms 
and meeting rooms. Notable options 
include the John W. Bardo Fine and 
Performing Arts Center with a 900-seat, 
state-of-the-art theater and lobby for 
breakout sessions and registration. “It’s 
one of the nicest theaters in the North 
Carolina system,” says Nease. �ere’s 
also the Ramsey Center, an 8,000-seat 
arena that can be broken down to host 
as few as 200 people and the attached 
Ramsey Concourse with exterior patios 
for cookouts and tented events. Soon, a 
new 400-bed, mixed-use residence hall 
with dining and retail options will also 
be unveiled adding to the capacity to 
host up to 3,500 guests overnight.

“Groups especially like coming here 
in the summer because our climate is 
very attractive,” admits Nease, thinking 
ahead to next season. “Some come here 
just to get away to a place that is not crazy 
hot or humid.” 

MEETING, EVENT 
& CONFERENCE 
SERVICES

CONFERENCE
AND GUEST 
ACCOMMODATIONS

meetbby@sfu.ca | sfu.ca/mecs
     @SFUMECS 

 stayhere@sfu.ca | sfu.ca/stayhere
      @SFUstayhere 

Stay Dine Meet

I T’S  A L L  H E R E !
Play

Simon Fraser University - Burnaby B.C.

     @SFUMECS       @SFUstayhere 



WHAT’S ON 

TAP
something is brewing at colleges and universities as 

microbreweries and wineries start to crop up 
on campus, giving planners something 

to “cheers” about.

By Selena Fragassi

50 // unique venues // colleges & universities
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T
here’s something in the water in Fort Collins, Colorado. Since ending its “dry” spell in 1969, the town has become 
a literal mecca for micro beer distributors in the know of the natural resources of the Cache la Poudre River that 
distributes fresh snowmelt from the Rocky Mountains throughout town. “It makes [Fort Collins] an ideal place for 
brewing some of the nation’s best beer,” says the Visit Fort Collins website, and the river’s desirable properties 
have, in essence, created the “Napa Valley of beers” with nearby institutes like Colorado State University 
catching on to the growth potential.

“It’s become almost a fad for breweries 
to come here. � ey are all over town,” 
says CSU Conference & Event Services 
Director Dezarai Brubaker. � e campus 
will soon add to the mix, opening their 
own microbrewery in the fall, which 
will become the 21st in town behind 
respected brands like Odell Brewing 
Company and New Belgium. 

� e latter, in fact, donated $1 million 
and equipment to CSU’s new project, 
which will in kind be called the New 
Belgium Fermentation Science and 
Technology Lab. It is being built adja-
cent to the campus’ popular  Ramskeller 
Pub where “you will be able to actually 
see the process of fermentation and all 
the barrels while enjoying a drink by the 
glass windows, the same as if you went 
to any other microbrewery in Fort Col-
lins,” adds Sales & Marketing Manager 
Elodie Vigneron. 

� e New Belgium Fermentation 
Science and Technology Lab (and 
the smaller Anheuser Busch Founda-
tion Quality Lab already in place) are 
primarily learning tools for the 125 or 
so students enrolled in CSU’s newly 
off ered (and quite rare) fermentation 
degree program—but the conference 
and event services department is also 
looking forward to promoting its brews 
and activities to the public, including 
conferences and visiting groups.

“A lot of groups that come to campus 
have found the brewing in Fort Collins 
to be very exciting, but up until now 
we’ve set up tours off -campus at New 
Belgium and Odell. Now we will be 
able to give that experience right here 
and off er packages where you can watch 
beer being made and then do tastings of 
the small batches,” Brubaker envisions. 
Her team is also planning on promoting 

Ramskeller more and more as a venue 
option especially since the bar, fi rst built 
in the ‘60s, received a recent facelift as 
part of the Lory Student Center up-
grades in October 2014. 

“So if you have a conference and then, 
in the evening, you want to have a recep-
tion at the bar, it has multiple TVs, pool 
tables, and music,” says Vigneron noting 
the laidback setting is great for a more 
informal social event or as an addendum 
to a meeting. “Some conferences are 
looking into that for the summer with 
the Olympic Games and World Cup 
events. Our international clients want to 
watch those sporting events while they 
are still attending their conference. We 
are particularly excited that we can pro-
mote the idea to them since many have 
no idea about craft brewing, and that’s 
one more level of interest we can provide 
right here. ”

Colorado State University’s popular Ramskeller Pub will soon add on with the adjacent New Belgium Fermentation 
Science and Technology Lab that will offer guests the chance to try home-made microbrews and take tours.
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The Growing Buzz
In Canada, the craft beer craze has also 
hit a fever pitch. 

“�e movement really began in the 
late ‘70s/early ‘80s, but what we are 
seeing now is a larger percentage in the 
market being taken by craft beer, and 
the response in stores is to carry more 
of them on shelves. With that economic 
boost it’s become impetus for people to 
go and make their dreams come true, 
open a microbrewery, and be their own 
boss. Not all of them make it but a good 
portion do—and the thing is there’s 
enormous capacity for growth. It’s not 
slowing down, it’s gaining speed and 
will do so for a long time to come,” says 
Dale Wood, an associate professor and 
chair of the Department of Chemistry at 
Bishop’s University in Quebec. He’s also 
the founder and co-owner/operator of 
the campus’ brand-new Bishop’s Arches 
Brewery (opened in August 2015) and 
says that the popular-
ity and attention paid 
to microbrewing was 
“absolutely essential” 
in getting the univer-
sity to come on board 
with the idea.

“It actually started 
with a course I began 
offering about seven 
years ago called ‘�e 
History and Science of Brewing.’ I de-
veloped it as a means of introducing 
chemistry, biology, and biochemistry 
to non-science students. And those 
students continuously asked why there 
wasn’t a lab to go along with this idea. 
A lot jokingly said, ‘wouldn’t it be great 
if we could actually brew beer?’” recalls 
Wood. “�e more I developed the con-
cept, I thought that’s a good question. 
Why can’t we get a brewery going?”

He originally pitched the idea to the 
university about three-and-a-half years 
ago. “�ey said yes right away as they 
recognized the multi-disciplinary aspect 
of a microbrewery, not only for the sci-
ence department, but it had elements of 
business, financing and accounting, en-
trepreneurship, even fine arts as students 
in graphic design could contribute with 
the beer labels. It touched all aspects of 

the university.” 
Bishop’s also realized the revenue 

potential. �ough the brewery was 
considered an academic project and was 
therefore eligible for renovation funds 
supplied by the provincial government, 
the university did have to buy fermen-
ters and appliances, which was done 
with the recognition that the brewery 
would be able to generate money to pay 
back the debt.

“So we decided if we were going to 
make beer we might as well sell beer to 
generate revenue for the project and the 
university, and so from the beginning 
we looked at getting proper permits to 
brew and sell,” says Wood, noting they 
mostly have four to five varieties ready 
for purchase at any time. To do so, the 
university had to complete a federal and 
provincial process, which provided the 
two permits.

Testing the Limits
If you’re wondering how on earth a 
brewery would be approved for a college 
campus, well in Canada, consider that 
Bishop’s has the benefit of having a low-
ered drinking age. In Quebec, it’s only 
18 years of age so “our students come in 
from the first year and are legally able 
to participate. �at’s something that is 
critical to us,” says Wood.

It’s less common in the States since 
the legal drinking age is a hard 21 years. 
“We are the only Division 1 Univer-
sity to have a bar on campus and can 
serve alcohol in our athletic venues,” 
says Vigneron of CSU where the Lory 
Student Center, and its ballroom, have 
liquor licenses. “It’s really the culture of 
where we are. Brewing and craft beers 
are essential to tourism and our commu-
nity. It’s provided a lot of jobs here and 

brought revenue. And brewing is now 
becoming an art and science so it’s been 
a perfect fit for places like New Belgium 
to partner with us to legitimize what 
they do with even more expertise and 
acknowledgement.”

Brubaker does admit, “We had a dis-
cussion several years ago about underage 
drinking and over-drinking and really 
wondered if we should we be selling 
beer on campus, but I think our new 
fermentation lab is the answer to give 
it more credit; it’s more about having a 
learning living lab for educational pur-
poses rather than just having a bar on 
campus.”

Not that responsible adults can’t enjoy 
its rewards. 

The Toast of the Town
“All of [the events] are buying kegs,” 
says Wood, noting that faculty and stu-
dent events have proven to be the most 

popular, including 
beginning of the se-
mester, holiday, and 
graduation parties. 
“But any group that 
wants to have our 
beer available, we are 
more than happy to 
accommodate them.”

For now there’s 
no restaurant or bar 

attached at Bishop’s as there is at CSU 
and tours are more difficult because the 
facilities only fit up to 12 people, “but 
who knows what the future will bring,” 
says Wood, as the program continues to 
attract attention.

As well, he says, “Conference Services 
does a good job of making people aware 
we are available and planners are taking 
us up on it.”

So, too, at Colorado State, which not 
only hosts the 300-person Master Brew-
ers Association of America Conference 
every other year, but Vigneron also 
remembers a recent American Society 
of Virology conference that, through a 
partnership with former CSU students, 
was actually able to make their own 
brew, fittingly called Hopatitis. “We 
made about 12 kegs for the conference 
and gave everyone a beer glass with the 

If you’re wondering how on earth a brewery 
would be approved for a college campus, well 

in Canada, consider that Bishop’s has the 
benefit of having a lowered drinking age.
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Opened in August 2015, the Bishop’s Arches 
Brewery at Quebec’s Bishop’s University is a 
learning lab for students taking courses in the 
history and science of brewing. They produce 
up to fi ve varieties at a time, which can be 
used for conferences and events on campus.

Opened in August 2015, the Bishop’s Arches 
Brewery at Quebec’s Bishop’s University is a 
learning lab for students taking courses in the 
history and science of brewing. They produce 
up to fi ve varieties at a time, which can be 
used for conferences and events on campus.
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logo of the conference and the name of 
beer imprinted on it. It was a big hit,” 
she says.

Something to Wine About, Too
Beer, however, is not the only idea fer-
menting on campus. At California’s 
Sonoma State University, the Wine 
Business Institute is also a burgeoning 
department that, since 2008, has been 
off ering undergrad and MBA degrees as 
well as professional certifi cate programs, 
including several online options. “We 
are still the only place in America where 
you can earn a graduate degree in the 
wine business, and the only executive-
level wine business degree in the world,” 
says Director Ray Johnson, and enroll-
ment is skyrocketing. 

Geographically speaking, Sonoma 
State University is in the  “perfect trian-
gle” for such a platform. “Napa Valley is 
to the east, Sonoma County to the west, 
and just to the south is San Francisco so 
there’s a nexus of world-class wine pro-
duction at our back door,” he furthers. 
“It’s turned out to be good niche for us 
as folks who already have great careers in 
wine production are doing masters with 
us as the industry becomes more profes-
sional and people are focused on getting 
numbers as well as quality right.”

� ere’s no production done at Sonoma 
State University; rather, the focus is  on 
“preparing students to take on busi-
ness leadership roles in a dynamic and 
evolving industry,” says Johnson. How-
ever, the campus nonetheless has a lot 
of intersection with various partnering 
wineries such as the Wilson Winery and 
Kokomo Winery where students can 
shadow winemakers. Johnson’s depart-
ment can also set up tours for visiting 
groups, working directly with alumni at 

the Sonoma County Tourism division.
In June, Sonoma State University will 

also break ground on the new Wine 
Spectator Learning Center, projected 
to open in 2017. “For us it will become 
a showcase of programs around wine 
that we can share with the public, the 
wine industry, and the broader busi-
ness community. We’ll be able to bring 
people to campus to host events around 
wine,” Johnson says. “For consumers, 
that might mean contributing to their 
programs by bringing in alumni who 
are connected with the university and 
work within the wine industry, or for ex-
ample, bringing on board Cuban som-
meliers who are visiting northern Cali-
fornia. We have great partnerships, and 
the university can off er a broader view of 
the industry that’s not just commercial. 
People call on us to be the objective look 
at the industry as a whole.”

� e educational component is a huge 
part of what separates universities from 
the run-of-the-mill brewery or winery 
experiences, says Wood. 

“I think what we can off er is the aca-
demic aspect. We can answer questions 
from procedure to in-depth science, so 
depending on the level of the group or 
what they are looking for it can be a fun 
or educational experience with a tour 
and tasting,” which is something univer-
sities hope attendees can remember long 
after the last sip.  

Get Connected
BISHOP’S UNIVERSITY
Sherbrooke, QC
UniqueVenues.ca/BishopsUniversity
(819) 822.9651

COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY
Fort Collins, CO
UniqueVenues.com/CSU
(970) 491.2633

SONOMA STATE UNIVERSITY
Rohnert Park, CA
UniqueVenues.com/SonomaState
(707) 664.3513

In 2017, Sonoma State University will 
open the Wine Spectator Learning 

Center (seen above in renderings) that 
will further showcase programs around 
wine for the general public. It will also 

complement the instruction provided at 
the school (featured at left), one of the 
only in the country to offer a graduate 

degree in wine business.



 
1 Global 

Thunderbird Executive Inn & Conference 
Center is a unique Arizona destination   
serving clients from around the world. 

Nestled on the historic campus of Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, the recently 
renovated Thunderbird Executive Inn will 
surprise and delight you with:

4�134 upscale guest rooms

4�More than 40,000 square feet of meeting 
space, including six state-of-the-art  
auditoriums and 24 breakout rooms

4�Unique diversions such as the world 
famous Thunderbird Pub, located in an  
historic WWII military airfield control tower

Whether you’re planning a conference,  
business meeting, training program, trade 
show or simply a vacation escape to sunny 
Arizona — our hotel and conference center  
is an exceptional choice.

Thunderbird Executive Inn & Conference Center  |  Glendale, Arizona

www.thunderbirdexecutiveinn.com 
1 Global Place, Glendale, AZ 85306 

Inquiries: 602.978.7987  
Email: hotelsales@thunderbird.edu 

Let Utica College Host Your Next Event

O�ce of Corporate and Professional Programs
1600 Burrstone Road • Utica, NY 13502 • (315) 792-3344

www.utica.edu

• Beautiful, park-like suburban setting
• Exceptional service with attention to detail
• State-of-the-art conference and meeting 

space

• Comfortable overnight accommodations
• Delicious dining and catering services
• Expert technology with on-site support
• A�ordable, customized meeting package
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With all the talk of One-Stop Shops, these three universities 
have taken their services even further by creating 

comprehensive event management programs that do all the 
planning for the planner. By Selena Fragassi

Imagine for a second that you didn’t have to do your job. No, seriously. 
Imagine if, after simply selecting your venue, someone else would “take it from there.” They would create 

a unique website for your conference, design all the tools for registration, collect all the payments and 

data, track financials, coordinate the details of food and beverage and A/V services, execute room setup, 

plan activities and spouse programs, book travel itineraries, update and manage social media accounts, 

and even print out all the official programs. 
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The team behind the conference management program at University of New Brunswick 
(featured at right) can offer a full range of services, from venue booking to social 
media management and website creation.

You’re not dreaming. That, in fact, has become the reality that many meeting and 

event planners have found working with colleges and universities that have started to carve out 

comprehensive conference management packages.

“For us it’s so easy, and it saves the planner a lot 
of time,” admits Julia Clarke, business development 
manager at University of New Brunswick in Freder-
icton, Canada, which has evolved their full-service 
conference management program over a period of 
ten years to become a dedicated division within the 
conference services department. �ey offer all the 
components listed above through optional and flex-
ible meeting planning packages, which are starting to 
become popular. Clarke recently outlined the program 
in a well-received speech at the Canadian Univer-
sity and College Conference Organizer’s Association 
(CUCCOA) summit for colleagues that are starting to 
buy into the idea. 

“For us, it started when we saw the need, specifically 
with our internal customers on campus, to help to run a 
conference, whether that be basic logistical planning or 
offering full registration services and website creation,” 
she continues. “It evolved from there. Our job is now so 
much more than just booking rooms.”

FROM START TO FINISH

Instead, Clarke and her staff “take an event from start 
to finish,” with each person honing in on a specialty to 
ensure everything is streamlined and given the utmost 
attention. “We build a committee around each confer-
ence. One person manages travel, one person creates the 
registration site, and normally myself or our senior di-
rector does the logistical planning,” she says, explaining 
the inherent benefit. “We are always in the loop, so we 
can anticipate and ideally prevent challenges that might 
come up rather than someone coming in and planning it 
all on their own. We fully understand the entire meeting 
process, and how it flows.”

�at came as a huge benefit to Jodi Goguen who 
works for the Student Recruitment Office at UNB and 
says she has yet to find the complete “start-to-finish” 
services off-site that she does on campus through 
Clarke and her team. 

“Michelle, Julia, and the conference service team 
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handle absolutely everything and anything that you 
need—they see everything as an opportunity where 
I often saw challenges or road blocks,” she says. “They 
saved us not only time but also money since they have 
excellent relationships with vendors both on and off 
campus. They also always have unique and innovative 
ideas that we could never think of; there has never been 
one issue or hurdle that they didn’t have a plan for.”

That’s an important selling point, says Megan Akatu, 
director of sales and marketing for the Morris Inn & 
Notre Dame Conference Center at the Indiana-based 
university. “We find that planners like to work with other 
planners. That way, they have ample time to discuss their 
event and review all the details. The creative juices start 
flowing, and the next thing you know [there’s] a custom 
menu and a beautiful room.” 

THE TEAM SPIRIT

To help, the Notre Dame Conference Center has its 
very own Events Team at its disposal, one of the oldest 
official meeting planning departments at a univer-
sity—it’s been around for 35 years. It’s comprised of a 
director of events, four event specialists, two wedding 
specialists, and two registration coordinators that auto-
matically work with clients when a meeting or event is 
booked to iron out logistics, housing, and décor. Com-
plete registration services—including website creation, 
payment processing, badges, and follow-ups—are also 
available at an additional tier. 

After the event specialists determine menus, A/V 

needs, and timing for events, they enter the information 
into an event management system, called EBMS, that 
helps them coordinate with the kitchen and banquet 
staff.  The Event Team also controls overnight accom-
modations and works with the Office of Housing on the 
client’s behalf to secure blocks at the adjacent Morris Inn 
or dormitories for larger summer conferences. “We have 
individual rooms and keys assigned and have developed a 
sign-in/sign-out [system] with the residence hall manag-
ers so that they know where everyone is and can keep the 
meeting planner informed.”

One of the ways Duke University, located in North 
Carolina, has set itself apart is through its wide-rang-
ing registration services. “We have had varying degrees 
of registration services for at least 15 years, and we are 
continually growing that business on campus,” says 
Jim Hodges, associate director of University Center 
activities and events. 

FINDING THE ONLINE LINK

At Duke, the conference and events services office is part 
of the student union, which is a unique model support-
ing not only campus conferences but also event logistics 
for campus activities and student events, too. “So we 
are the logistical support for any programs on campus, 
whether they are conferences, departmental meetings, or 
student events.” Their operations have also transformed 
over the years, from a paper and snail mail operation to 
a more convenient process that Hodges equates to shop-
ping on Amazon.com. “You put what you want in your 

Duke’s Associate Director of University Center Activities and Events Jim Hodges (at 
left) works with his team to arrange comprehensive registration tools for events held 
at Penn Pavilion, a 25,000-square-foot flexible events space for up to 750 people.
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‘cart,’ provide a credit card, and you’re done. …Most of 
the work is done on our end to get the website correct for 
the client, which means they really need to map out their 
website and have that planning done before they meet 
with us,” he continues, “But once it’s solidified, including 
all the different price points, price breaks, and however 
they need to set it up, all the attendee has to do is pay, 
they get a confirmation, and they are good to go.” 

His department uses the same software for website 
development to process meeting room requests and 
summer accommodations, which further simplifies the 
facilitation of a meeting or event. �e University Center 
staff has also started offering abstract management ser-
vices much to the delight of academic meeting planners.

Having such streamlined procedures has been a 
godsend, says Hodges. “Twenty years ago, faculty and 
external planners oftentimes had an assistant, but they 
are few and far between now. So having these assisted 
services has increased the business coming to the con-
ference and events office, and the revenue generation,” 
he says. �ough the registration services are optional, he 
estimates that, in just the first half of the 2015-2016 fiscal 
year, the department has fulfilled more than 4,000 space 
requests, worked with 75 unique conferences and, re-
ceived 11,000 registrations totaling $1.2 million in fees. 

ROOM FOR GROWTH

Having the event management programs at the Notre 
Dame Conference Center is a bonus for Akatu as well. 

“We do find the dedication of an event specialist does 
improve client loyalty. Our clients have long-term rela-
tionships with the event specialists and know that they 
will work hard to coordinate all of the details of their 
event,” she says. 

So, too, at University of New Brunswick. “We get a 
lot of people who keep coming back to book with us,” 
says Clarke noting that about 70% of internal clients 
use the event management programs for large confer-
ences (of 80+ people) in some way since theirs is an á 
la carte service.

While the universities interviewed don’t necessarily 
have event management programs, Hodges notes that 
“one of my assistant managers did come to us through 
the event industry and another was an undergrad at 
Duke who worked with the Union, so there is a lot of 
experience in our team.”

At the Notre Dame Conference Center, several of 
the staff “have been with us for over 25 years and have 
a vast knowledge of our clients and how to navigate the 
campus to provide a single point of contact,” says Akatu. 
�e other half have come from former corporate meet-
ing planning positions. “Because of the varying back-
grounds, we engage in a great deal of training. Everyone 
participates in Guest Service training because we want 
all clients to be treated as if they are VIPs.”

Clarke is also working towards her CMP designation 
and the UNB department is part of professional orga-
nizations such as PCMA and MPI, which they use for 
continued training opportunities. 

Event specialists at the Notre Dame Conference Center include Megan Akatu (at right) that work to 
create long-term relationships with clients needing help with renting spaces and ironing out logistics, 
housing and decor. Optional registration packages are also available.
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�at has helped extend the branch-
es of the conference management 
program even further, she says, to 
now working with meetings and 
events that are not even held on 
their campus that still need help 
managing programs—that includes 
this year’s Canada Wide Science 
Fair held off-site in Montreal. “It’s 
a whole spin off, essentially we have 
people working as meeting planners 
within our conference services.”

At Notre Dame Conference 
Center, event specialists have also 
started working and developing 
relationships with local decorators. 
“Together we can walk the client 
through linen and floral selections, 
as well as uplighting and other décor 
elements and actually have samples 
in the office for them,” says Akatu, 
explaining the decision to expand 
with external talent. “We want ev-
eryone working with us to say that 
this was the best experience they 
ever had.”  

Get Connected
DUKE UNIVERSITY

Durham, NC
UniqueVenues.com/Duke

(919) 660.1708

UNIVERSITY OF  
NEW BRUNSWICK

Fredericton, NB
UniqueVenues.ca/UNB

(506) 458.7298

UNIVERSITY OF  
NOTRE DAME
Notre Dame, IN

UniqueVenues.com/notredameconfcenter
(574) 631.2004
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news & awards BY SELENA FRAGASSI

INDUSTRY UPDATES

Old Is New Again at Unity College 
with Modern Farmhouse Project 

In the year 2000, Unity College did the unthinkable: 
turning a two-story 19th century farmhouse and barn 
on the Maine campus into the college’s Center for the 
Performing Arts. When it opened 15 years ago, guests 
were able to have access to a 200-seat theater as well as a 
banquet hall and art gallery. Administrative o�ces are 
also housed inside. However the college was not done. 
Realizing how expensive energy costs would be to operate 
the building, personnel started investigating ways to 
reduce costs and become more environmentally friendly. 

�e “green energy project” reached its completion 
in January, which included in no short order replacing 
light sources with LED lamps, installing heavier 
insulation and air sealing in the attic while also spray 
foaming the basement, and upgrading to modern, 
programmed air sources for air conditioning and heating 
uses. �e cost for the project was estimated at more 
than $100,000, part of which was supplied through 
grants; however, the college estimates it will save nearly 
$15,000 annually and also cut down signi�cantly on 
electricity and heating oil. “We’re proud to be able to 
demonstrate how to modernize an older building for 
21st-century uses. It’s an example of solving legacy 
e�ciency issues using partnerships, creative thinking, 
and state-of-the-art technology,” Unity College President 
Melik Peter Khoury told the Portland Press Herald.
UniqueVenues.com/UnityCollege

Illinois’ North Central College  
in the Midst of a Building Boom

Last fall, the college in Naperville, Illinois opened 
the doors to a new residence hall that offers 

single, double, and quadruple occupancy suites 
for up to 229 total people. Each suite is fully 
furnished and comes complete with a living 

room area, kitchenette, and private bathroom 
(or bathrooms). Great for meetings, the building 

is a one-stop for business purposes, too, 
and is geared towards corporate training and 

conferences. In addition to guest rooms, it also 
boasts a large breakout meeting space, computer 

lab, lounges on each floor, and Wi-Fi access 
throughout the building. 

Earlier in 2015, the college also broke ground 
on a new 125,000-square-foot Science Center 

“that ranks among the most transformative facility 
upgrades in the College’s 154-year history,” 

according to the Chicago Tribune. It’s expected 
to wrap up by the summer of 2017 and will 
offer high-tech facilities for students looking 
to advance in STEM fields. Inside will be 15 

classrooms/seminar rooms, a lecture hall, and 
multiple gathering spaces that could also become 
beneficial to groups in the non-academic season. 

UniqueVenues.com/NCCollege



MacEwan Identifies 
with All Gender 
Washrooms

The students asked and MacEwan 
listened. At the request of the 
Students’ Association of MacEwan 
University, the Edmonton, Alberta 
campus has started introducing 
all gender washrooms. Signage 
bearing the words “all gender” 
(rather than unisex, which is also 
limiting) appears on the doors 
of a number of single-occupant 
washrooms indicating that they 
are accessible by anyone of any 
gender, including gender variant 
individuals, as well as people with 
disabilities who have a personal 
care attendant, and those with 
chronic illnesses. 

“Transgender and gender variant 
individuals often experience open 
or covert emotional abuse and 
physical harassment when using 
gender-segregated washrooms. All-
gender washrooms are important 
in contributing to their sense of 
safety, well-being, and security 
when exercising their basic right to 
use a washroom,” said a statement 
on the official university website. 
Cathryn Heslep, vice-president of 
student services for the university, 
also added, “University is a time 
of growth, learning, discovery, and 
finding one’s way in the world. 
We are happy to be part of that 
process, and we are committed 
to supporting various diversity 
initiatives for students, faculty, 
and staff, including all gender 
washrooms.” 

UniqueVenues.ca/MacEwanUniv

Come Find Out What Makes Us Unique

unb.ca/meet | meet@unb.ca | 506.453.5010

MacEwan University is centrally located 
in the heart of downtown Edmonton 
and offers a wide variety of classrooms, 
meeting rooms, and special function 
spaces. 

Conference Services offers: 
• Dedicated Meeting planner
• Audiovisual Services 
• Full Service Catering
• Online Registration
• Suite Style Accommodations
• On-Site Parking

Leave the details to us at 
meet@macewan.ca More than a 

university.

NOTRE DAME OF MARYLAND UNIVERSITY is situated on a 
beautiful and peaceful 58-acre campus in North Baltimore—a perfect 
location for conferences, meetings, or weddings. With our �nely land-
scaped grounds, walking paths, state-of-the-art training rooms, lovely 
Marikle Chapel of the Annunciation, and exceptional in-house caterer, 
Notre Dame can make your event a memorable one.

Contact: 410-532-5782, events@ndm.edu  
or ndm.edu/conferenceservices

Notre Dame of Maryland University  |  4701 North Charles Street |  Baltimore, Maryland, 21210

Flexible venue perfect for conferences, weddings, parties and more!



64 // unique venues // colleges & universities

ALABAMA

Tom Bevill Conference Center & Hotel // 
Huntsville

uniquevenues.com/BevillConfCenter

ARIZONA

NOAH’S Event Venue - Chandler // Chandler
uniquevenues.com/NoahsChandler

Parsons Center // Phoenix
uniquevenues.com/ParsonsCenter

Sea of Glass - Center for the Arts // Tucson
uniquevenues.com/seaofglass

The Falls Event Center // Gilbert
uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenter

Thunderbird Executive Inn & Conference 
Center // Glendale

uniquevenues.com/ThunderbirdExecutiveInn

University of Phoenix, Phoenix-Tempe // Tempe
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixTempe

ARKANSAS

Arkansas 4-H Center // Little Rock
uniquevenues.com/arkansas4hcenter

Arkansas State University // State University
uniquevenues.com/ArkansasState

NOAH’S Event Venue - Little Rock // Little Rock
uniquevenues.com/NoahsLittleRock

CALIFORNIA

AMA San Francisco Conference Center  
// San Francisco

uniquevenues.com/amasanfrancisco

Bently Reserve // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BentlyReserve

California State University Channel Islands 
// Camarillo

uniquevenues.com/calstatechannelislands

California State University, Northridge  
// Northridge

uniquevenues.com/CalStateNorthridge

California State University, Northridge - 
University Student Union // Northridge

uniquevenues.com/CSUNUSU

Chapman University // Orange
uniquevenues.com/Chapman

Dolce Hayes Mansion // San Jose
uniquevenues.com/hayesmansion

Event Services at U.C. Berkeley // Berkeley
uniquevenues.com/UCBerkeleyUnion

Hubble Studio // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/HubbleStudio

Loyola Marymount University // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/LoyolaMarymount

Meetings & Events @ Edwards Irvine 
Spectrum 21 IMAX & RPX // Irvine

uniquevenues.com/EdwardsIrvine

THE FOLLOWING PAGES FEATURE A COMPREHENSIVE INDEX OF ALL THE UNIQUE VENUES 

MEMBERS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA. EACH LISTING IS ORGANIZED 

ALPHABETICALLY FOR EASE OF USE AND FEATURES THE NAME OF THE VENUE, CITY AND 

UNIQUE VENUES WEBSITE ADDRESS, WHICH HOLDS EVEN MORE INFORMATION FOR PLANNERS.

start your
 SEARCH now

F o r  i n - d e p t h  i n f o r m a t i o n 
i n c l u d i n g  p h o t o s ,  v i d e o , 

r e n t a l  f e e s  a n d  m o r e ,  v i s i t 

UniqueVenues.com 
a n d 

U n i q u e Ve n u e s. c a
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Meetings & Events @ Edwards Mira Mesa 
Stadium 18 IMAX & RPX // San Diego

uniquevenues.com/EdwardsMiraMesa

Newport Church // Irvine
uniquevenues.com/NewportChurch

Occidental College // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/Occidental

Pali Mountain Retreat // Running Springs
uniquevenues.com/PaliMountain

Pepperdine University // Malibu
uniquevenues.com/Pepperdine

Pickwick Gardens Conference Center  
// Burbank

uniquevenues.com/Pickwick

Pomona College // Claremont
uniquevenues.com/PomonaCollege

Reuben H. Fleet Science Center // San Diego
uniquevenues.com/FleetScienceCtr

Ripley’s Believe It or Not! - Hollywood  
// Hollywood
uniquevenues.com/RipleysHollywood

Saint Mary’s College of California // Moraga
uniquevenues.com/SaintMarysCA

San Jose State University // San Jose
uniquevenues.com/sjsu

San Ramon Valley Conference Center  
// San Ramon

uniquevenues.com/sanramonvalleycc

Santa Clara University // Santa Clara
uniquevenues.com/SantaClaraUniv

Sonoma State University // Rohnert Park
uniquevenues.com/SonomaState

SPiN Los Angeles // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/SpinLA

SPiN San Francisco // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/SpinSF

The Lodge Beverly Hills // Beverly Hills
Uniquevenues.com/LodgeBeverlyHills

The Quad at CSU San Marcos // San Marcos
uniquevenues.com/quadcsusanmarcos

UCLA Lake Arrowhead Conference Center  
// Lake Arrowhead
uniquevenues.com/UCLALakeArrowhead

University of California, Los Angeles  
// Los Angeles

uniquevenues.com/ucla

University of California, Riverside // Riverside
uniquevenues.com/UCRiverside

University of California, Riverside - Palm Desert 
Center // Palm Desert
uniquevenues.com/ucrpalmdesert

University of California, Santa Barbara  
// Santa Barbara
uniquevenues.com/UCSB

University of Phoenix, Pasadena // Pasadena
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixPasadena

University of Phoenix, Sacramento // Sacramento
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixSacramento

University of Phoenix, San Diego (Stonecrest)  
// San Diego
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixStonecrest

University of Redlands // Redlands
uniquevenues.com/UnivRedlands

University of San Diego - Hospitality Services 
// San Diego

uniquevenues.com/USD

University Student Union, California State 
University, Long Beach // Long Beach
uniquevenues.com/CSULB

Visit West Hollywood // West Hollywood
uniquevenues.com/VisitWestHollywood

Whittier College // Whittier
uniquevenues.com/WhittierCollege

COLORADO

Bella Vista Estate // Steamboat Springs
uniquevenues.com/BellaVista

Boettcher Mansion // Golden
uniquevenues.com/BoettcherMansion

Clock Tower Events // Denver
uniquevenues.com/clocktowerevents

Colorado Christian University // Lakewood
uniquevenues.com/CCU

Colorado State University // Fort Collins
uniquevenues.com/CSU

Gozo // Denver
uniquevenues.com/gozo

Grant-Humphreys Mansion // Denver
uniquevenues.com/GrantHumphreysMansion

History Colorado Center // Denver
uniquevenues.com/ColoradoHistoryMuseum

Howl at the Moon // Denver
uniquevenues.com/HowlDenver

NOAH’S Event Venue - Westminster  
// Westminster
uniquevenues.com/NoahsWestminster

Pueblo Community College // Pueblo
uniquevenues.com/pueblocc

Quaker Ridge Camp & Conference Center  
// Woodland Park
uniquevenues.com/quakerridge

The Dome at AMG // Denver
Uniquevenues.com/TheDome

University of Colorado Boulder // Boulder
uniquevenues.com/CU

University of Colorado Colorado Springs  
// Colorado Springs

uniquevenues.com/uccs

University of Denver // Denver
uniquevenues.com/uofdenver

University of Phoenix, Denver (Lone Tree)  
// Lone Tree
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixColorado

Wash Park Studio // Denver
uniquevenues.com/WashParkStudio

CONNECTICUT

The Amber Room Colonnade // Danbury
uniquevenues.com/amberroom

The Bushnell Center for the Performing Arts 
// Hartford

uniquevenues.com/BushnellCenter

Toyota Presents Oakdale Theatre // Wallingford
uniquevenues.com/OakdaleTheatre

University of Hartford // West Hartford
uniquevenues.com/UnivHartford

Yale University // New Haven
uniquevenues.com/yale

DELAWARE

Chase Center on the Riverfront // Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/ChaseCenter

Delaware Art Museum // Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/delawareartmuseum

Goodstay Mansion & Gardens // Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/UDelWilmington

Univ of Delaware Conference and Event 
Services // Newark

uniquevenues.com/UnivDelawareNewark
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

1331 G Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/1331gconferencecntr

20 F Street NW Conference Center  
// Washington

uniquevenues.com/20fstreetcc

AMA Washington, DC Executive Conference 
Center // Washington

uniquevenues.com/AMADC

American University // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AmericanUniv

Bobby McKey’s Dueling Piano Bar  
// National Harbor-MD

uniquevenues.com/bobbymckeys

Credit Union House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/CreditUnionHouse

District Architecture Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/DistrictArchitectureCenter

Downtown DC Event Space - WDCEP  
// Washington

uniquevenues.com/DCPartnership

Elizabeth’s on L // Washington
uniquevenues.com/elizabethsonl

Fathom Gallery // Washington
uniquevenues.com/FathomGallery

FHI360 Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AEDConferenceCenter

Georgetown University // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Georgetown

Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital  
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/hillcenter

Hillyer Art Space // Washington
uniquevenues.com/hillyerartspace

Josephine Butler Parks Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/josephinebutlercenter

Madame Tussauds Washington DC  
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/MadameTussaudsDC

Meetings & Events @ Regal Gallery Place 
Stadium 14 // Washington

uniquevenues.com/RegalGalleryPl

National Cathedral School // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NationalCathedralSchool

Nationals Park // Washington
uniquevenues.com/nationalspark

Partnership for Public Service Conference Center 
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/PartnershipConferenceCenter

President Lincoln’s Cottage // Washington
uniquevenues.com/PresidentLincolnsCottage

The Carriage House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/CarriageHouse

The Catholic University of America  
// Washington

uniquevenues.com/CUA

The Grill From Ipanema // Washington
uniquevenues.com/GrillfromIpanema

The Loft at 600 F // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Loftat600F

The National Archives Museum // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NationalArchives

The National Press Club // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NationalPressClub

The Warner Theatre // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WarnerTheatre

The Whittemore House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WhittemoreHouse

University of Phoenix, Washington DC Campus  
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixDC

US Navy Memorial // Washington
uniquevenues.com/USNavyMemorial

Venable Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Venable

FLORIDA

Florida Gulf Coast University // Fort Myers
uniquevenues.com/floridagulfcoast

Florida Institute of Technology // Melbourne
uniquevenues.com/FloridaTech

Meetings & Events @ Regal South Beach 
Stadium 18 // Miami

uniquevenues.com/RegalSoBeach

NOAH’S Event Venue - Lake Mary // Lake Mary
uniquevenues.com/NoahsLakeMary

Royal Caribbean International // Miami
uniquevenues.com/royalcaribbean

Tallahassee Community College Conference & 
Events // Tallahassee
uniquevenues.com/TallahasseeCC

The Farm Wynwood // Wynwood
uniquevenues.com/FarmWynwood

University of Florida Conference Services  
// Gainesville

uniquevenues.com/UnivFlorida

University of Miami Conference Housing  
// Coral Gables
uniquevenues.com/UMiamiConfHousing

University of Phoenix, Tampa // Temple Terrace
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixTempleTerrace

University of South Florida-St. Petersburg  
// St. Petersburg
uniquevenues.com/USFStPetersburg

GEORGIA

AMA Atlanta Conference Center // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/amaatlanta

Armstrong State University - Armstrong Center 
// Savannah
uniquevenues.com/armstrongcenter

Atlanta Metropolitan State College // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/amsc

Emory University // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/EmoryUniv

Georgia Institute of Technology // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/georgiatech

Georgia International Horse Park // Conyers
uniquevenues.com/GAHorsePark

Georgia Southern University // Statesboro
uniquevenues.com/georgiasouthern

Georgia State University Housing - 
Conference Services // Atlanta

uniquevenues.com/GeorgiaState

Meetings & Events @ Regal Atlantic Station 
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX // Atlanta

uniquevenues.com/RegalAtlanticStation

Meetings & Events @ Regal Perimeter 
Pointe Stadium 10 // Atlanta

uniquevenues.com/RegalPerimeter

Oxford College of Emory University // Oxford
uniquevenues.com/oxfordcollegeofemory

Richmond Hill City Center // Richmond Hill
Uniquevenues.com/RichmondHill

Riverside EpiCenter // Austell
uniquevenues.com/RiversideEpiCenter

Terminus 330 // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/terminus330
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The Dennard Conference Center // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/ClevelandDennardCenter

University of Georgia Hotel and Conference 
Center // Athens

uniquevenues.com/ugcce

University of Phoenix, Atlanta // Sandy Springs
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixAtlanta

IDAHO

North Idaho College // Coeur d’Alene
uniquevenues.com/nic

University of Idaho - University Support Services 
// Moscow
uniquevenues.com/UnivIdaho

ILLINOIS

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum 
// Springfield
uniquevenues.com/LincolnLibrary

American Dental Association // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/AmericanDentalAssoc

Arrowhead Golf Club // Wheaton
uniquevenues.com/ArrowheadGolfClub

Athletico Center // Northbrook
uniquevenues.com/acceleratedcenter

Chicago Botanic Garden // Glencoe
uniquevenues.com/ChicagoBotanicGarden

Chicago Southland Convention & Visitors 
Bureau // Lansing

uniquevenues.com/chicagosouthland

Chicago’s North Shore Convention and 
Visitor’s Bureau // Skokie

uniquevenues.com/ChicagoNorthShoreCVB

Conference Chicago at University Center  
// Chicago

uniquevenues.com/ConferenceChicago

Elgin Community College // Elgin
uniquevenues.com/elgincc

Esplanade Lakes at DoubleTree Suites by 
Hilton Hotel & Conference Center  

// Downers Grove
uniquevenues.com/doubletreecc

Illinois State University // Normal
uniquevenues.com/IllinoisState

Illinois Wesleyan University // Bloomington
uniquevenues.com/IllinoisWesleyan

Judson University // Elgin
uniquevenues.com/JudsonUniversity

Lake Williamson Christian Center  
// Carlinville

uniquevenues.com/LakeWilliamsonCenter

Lewis University // Romeoville
uniquevenues.com/LewisUniv

Loyola University Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/loyolachicago

Loyola University Chicago Retreat & Ecology 
Campus // Woodstock
uniquevenues.com/LUCRetreatCenter

McHenry County College // Crystal Lake
uniquevenues.com/McHenryCC

Meetings & Events @ Regal Webster Place 
11 // Chicago

uniquevenues.com/RegalWebster

Museum of Science and Industry // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/MSIChicago

Navy Pier Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/NavyPier

NOAH’S Event Venue - Lincolnshire  
// Lincolnshire
uniquevenues.com/NoahsLincolnshire

NOAH’S Event Venue - Naperville // Naperville
uniquevenues.com/NoahsNaperville

North Central College // Naperville
uniquevenues.com/NCCollege

North Shore Conference Center at Double Tree by 
Hilton Chicago North Shore // Skokie
uniquevenues.com/NorthShoreCC

Northern Illinois University Conference Centers 
// Naperville
uniquevenues.com/NIUConferenceCenters

Office Evolution // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/OfficeEvolution

OFFSITE Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/OffsiteChicago

Southern Illinois University Carbondale  
// Carbondale
uniquevenues.com/siuc

SPiN Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/SpinChicago

St. John’s Catholic Newman Center  
// Champaign
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsNewmanCtr

The Field Museum // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/FieldMuseum

The Student Life Center at East-West 
University // Chicago

uniquevenues.com/SLC@EWU

The University of Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/UChicago

University Center of Lake County // Grayslake
uniquevenues.com/UCLC

University of Illinois at Chicago Event Spaces  
// Chicago
uniquevenues.com/UICEvents

University of Illinois Conferences and 
Special Events // Champaign

uniquevenues.com/uillinoisconferences

INDIANA

Anderson University // Anderson
uniquevenues.com/Anderson

Ball State University // Muncie
uniquevenues.com/BallState

Bethel College // Mishawaka
uniquevenues.com/BethelCollege

Bloomington Monroe County Convention 
Center // Bloomington

uniquevenues.com/bloomingtonmonroecc

Indiana University - Purdue University - 
Indianapolis // Indianapolis

uniquevenues.com/IUPUI

Palais Royale at Morris Performing Arts Center 
// South Bend
uniquevenues.com/PalaisRoyale2

Purdue University // West Lafayette
uniquevenues.com/Purdue

University of Notre Dame // Notre Dame
uniquevenues.com/notredameconfcenter

Valparaiso University // Valparaiso
uniquevenues.com/Valparaiso

IOWA

Iowa State University // Ames
uniquevenues.com/IowaState

NOAH’S Event Venue - Des Moines  
// West Des Moines
uniquevenues.com/NoahsDesMoines

Sunstream Retreat Center // Ogden
uniquevenues.com/Sunstream
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KANSAS

NOAH’S Event Venue - Overland // Overland Park
uniquevenues.com/NoahsOverland

NOAH’S Event Venue - Wichita // Wichita
uniquevenues.com/NoahsWichita

KENTUCKY

Buffalo Trace Distillery // Frankfort 
uniquevenues.com/BuffaloTrace

CityPlace Expo Center  // LaGrange
uniquevenues.com/CityPlace

NOAH’S Event Venue - Louisville // Louisville
uniquevenues.com/NoahsLouisville

Northern Kentucky University  
// Highland Heights

uniquevenues.com/NKU

The Galt House // Louisville
uniquevenues.com/GaltHouse

LOUISIANA

Tulane University // New Orleans
uniquevenues.com/Tulane

MAINE

Bates College // Lewiston
uniquevenues.com/BatesCollege

Colby College // Waterville
uniquevenues.com/ColbyCollege

Unity College // Unity
uniquevenues.com/UnityCollege

University of Maine // Orono
uniquevenues.com/UnivMaine

MARYLAND

Anne Arundel Community College // Arnold
uniquevenues.com/AnneArundel

Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum // St. 
Michaels
uniquevenues.com/ChesapeakeBayMaritime

Coppin State University // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/Coppin

Frostburg State University // Frostburg
uniquevenues.com/Frostburg

Glenview Mansion & F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre 
// Rockville
uniquevenues.com/GlenviewMansion

Harbor Tower Events at Legg Mason Tower  
// Baltimore

uniquevenues.com/LeggMasonTower

Howl at the Moon // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/HowlattheMoonMD

Johns Hopkins University Conference 
Services // Baltimore

uniquevenues.com/johnshopkins

Loyola University Maryland // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/loyolamaryland

National 4-H Conference Center  
// Chevy Chase

uniquevenues.com/National4-H

Notre Dame of Maryland University // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/NotreDame

Redskins Special Events at FedExField  
// Landover
uniquevenues.com/FedExField

The Grand // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/GrandHistoricVenue

University of Maryland, College Park  
// College Park

uniquevenues.com/umcollegepark

MASSACHUSETTS

Anna Maria College // Paxton
uniquevenues.com/AnnaMariaCollege

Boston College Connors Center // Dover
uniquevenues.com/BCConnorsCenter

Boston Conference Center // Wenham
uniquevenues.com/BostonCC

Boston University // Boston
uniquevenues.com/BostonUniv

Curry College // Milton
uniquevenues.com/CurryCollege

Earthdance // Plainfield 
uniquevenues.com/Earthdance

Fitchburg State College // Fitchburg
uniquevenues.com/Fitchburg

Hampshire College | Event Services & 
Summer Programs // Amherst

uniquevenues.com/HampshireCollege

Hotel UMass // Amherst
uniquevenues.com/UMassAmherst

Meetings & Events @ Regal Fenway 
Stadium 13 & RPX // Boston

uniquevenues.com/RegalFenway

Metro Meeting Centers - Boston // Boston
uniquevenues.com/MetroMeetingBoston

Misselwood Events at Endicott College  
// Beverly

uniquevenues.com/Endicott

Mount Holyoke College and Willits-Hallowell 
Conference Center // South Hadley

uniquevenues.com/mountholyoke

Nichols College // Dudley
uniquevenues.com/NicholsCollege

Northern Essex Community College // Haverhill
uniquevenues.com/NECC

Simmons College // Boston
uniquevenues.com/SimmonsCollege

Spirit Fire Retreat Center // Leyden
uniquevenues.com/SpiritFire

Springfield College // Springfield
uniquevenues.com/springfield

Stonehill College Conference & Event 
Services // Easton

uniquevenues.com/Stonehill

The Conference Center at Bentley // Waltham
uniquevenues.com/ConferenceCtrBentley

The Conference Center at Waltham Woods  
// Waltham

uniquevenues.com/walthamwoods

The Joseph B. Martin Conference Center at 
Harvard Medical School // Boston
uniquevenues.com/harvardmedicalconferencecenter

Tufts University // Medford
uniquevenues.com/Tufts

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth  
// Dartmouth

uniquevenues.com/UMassDartmouth

University of Massachusetts Lowell // Lowell
uniquevenues.com/UMassLowell

UTEC Events & Catering // Lowell
uniquevenues.com/UTEC

Wylie Inn and Conference Center at Endicott 
College // Beverly
uniquevenues.com/WylieInn

MICHIGAN

Ann Arbor Area Convention & Visitors Bureau 
// Ann Arbor

uniquevenues.com/AnnArborCVB
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Calvin College // Grand Rapids
uniquevenues.com/calvincollege

Central Michigan University  
// Mount Pleasant

uniquevenues.com/CMU

Colombiere Conference & Retreat Center  
// Clarkston
uniquevenues.com/ColombiereCtr

Faholo // Grass Lake
uniquevenues.com/Faholo

GENEVA Camp & Retreat Center // Holland
uniquevenues.com/Genevacamp

Grand Valley State University // Allendale
uniquevenues.com/grandvalleystate

Gull Lake Ministries Conference Center  
// Hickory Corners
uniquevenues.com/gulllake

Hope College // Holland
uniquevenues.com/HopeCollege

Irene’s Myomassology Institute // Southfield
uniquevenues.com/IrenesInstitute

Lost Valley Retreat Center // Gaylord
uniquevenues.com/LVRetreat

Michigan State University // East Lansing
uniquevenues.com/MichiganState

NOAH’S Event Venue - Auburn Hills  
// Auburn Hills
uniquevenues.com/NoahsAuburnHills

Oakland University - Oakland Center  
// Rochester
uniquevenues.com/OaklandCenter

University of Michigan // Ann Arbor
uniquevenues.com/UnivMichigan

VisTaTech Center at Schoolcraft College  
// Livonia
uniquevenues.com/vistatechcenter

Washtenaw Community College // Ann Arbor
uniquevenues.com/WCC

MINNESOTA

Austin Convention & Visitors Bureau // Austin
uniquevenues.com/austincvb

Earle Brown Heritage Center  
// Brooklyn Center

uniquevenues.com/EarleBrownCenter

Macalester College // Saint Paul
uniquevenues.com/Macalester
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McNamara Alumni Center, University of 
Minnesota // Minneapolis

uniquevenues.com/mcnamara

Oak Ridge Hotel & Conference Center // Chaska
uniquevenues.com/OakRidge

Shire in the Woods // McGrath
uniquevenues.com/ShireWoods

St. Catherine University // St. Paul
uniquevenues.com/StCatherineUniv

St. Olaf College // Northfield
uniquevenues.com/stolaf

Univ of Minnesota Conference and Event 
Services // Minneapolis

uniquevenues.com/UnivMinnesota

Univ of St. Thomas, Minneapolis & St. Paul 
// Minneapolis

uniquevenues.com/StThomasMinn

Winona State University // Winona
uniquevenues.com/WSU

MISSOURI

Arrowhead Stadium // Kansas City
uniquevenues.com/arrowheadstadium

Charles F. Knight Executive Education & 
Conference Center // St. Louis
uniquevenues.com/KnightCenter

Eagle Rock Retreat Center // Eagle Rock
uniquevenues.com/EagleRockRetreatCtr

Evangel University // Springfield
uniquevenues.com/EvangelUniv

Howl at the Moon St. Louis // St. Louis
uniquevenues.com/HowlStLouis

Missouri State University // Springfield
uniquevenues.com/MissouriState

University of Central Missouri // Warrensburg
uniquevenues.com/UCMO

Washington Univ Medical Center Eric P Newman 
Education Center // St. Louis
uniquevenues.com/EPNEC

MONTANA

Rainbow Ranch Lodge // Gallatin Gateway
uniquevenues.com/rainbowranch

Spruce Lodge // Lakeside
uniquevenues.com/SpruceLodge

University of Montana // Missoula
uniquevenues.com/universityofmontana

NEBRASKA

Lied Lodge & Conference Center  
// Nebraska City

uniquevenues.com/liedlodge

NOAH’S Event Venue - Omaha // Omaha
uniquevenues.com/NoahsOmaha

University of Nebraska // Lincoln
uniquevenues.com/UnivNebraska

NEVADA

MEET Las Vegas // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/MeetLasVegas

Springs Preserve // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/SpringsPreserve

Temple Sinai Event Center // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/TempleSinai

University of Nevada, Las Vegas // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/UNLV

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Colby-Sawyer College // New London
uniquevenues.com/ColbySawyerCollege

Keene State College // Keene
uniquevenues.com/KeeneState

Saint Anselm College // Manchester
uniquevenues.com/saintanselmcollege

Southern New Hampshire University  
// Manchester

uniquevenues.com/SNHU

Univ of New Hampshire Conferences and 
Catering // Durham

uniquevenues.com/UnivNewHampshire

NEW JERSEY

Bloomfield College // Bloomfield
uniquevenues.com/BloomfieldCollege

College of Saint Elizabeth // Morristown
uniquevenues.com/CollegeStElizabeth

Conference & Event Services at Rowan 
University // Glassboro

uniquevenues.com/Rowan

Conference Center at RWJ Hamilton  
// Mercerville

uniquevenues.com/RWJHamilton

Drew University // Madison
uniquevenues.com/DrewUniv

Essex County College // Newark
uniquevenues.com/EssexCountyCollege

Georgian Court University // Lakewood
uniquevenues.com/GeorgianCourt

Grounds For Sculpture // Hamilton
uniquevenues.com/GroundsforSculpture

Ibis Venue Center // Hamilton
uniquevenues.com/Ibis

iPlay America’s Event Center // Freehold
uniquevenues.com/iplay

Kean University Conference & Event Services  
// Union
uniquevenues.com/keanuniversity

Luciano Conference Center at Cumberland 
County College // Vineland
uniquevenues.com/CumberlandCC

Raritan Valley Community College // Somerville
uniquevenues.com/RaritanValleyCC

Rutgers University Inn & Conference Center 
// New Brunswick
uniquevenues.com/RutgersCSCC

Saint Peter’s University // Jersey City
uniquevenues.com/SaintPetersUniv

Seton Hall University School of Law // Newark
uniquevenues.com/setonhall

The College of New Jersey // Ewing
uniquevenues.com/collegeofnewjersey

The Conference Center at Montclair State 
University // Montclair

uniquevenues.com/MontclairStateConfCtr

NEW MEXICO

National Museum of Nuclear Science & History  
// Albuquerque
uniquevenues.com/NuclearMuseum

NOAH’S Event Venue - Albuquerque  
// Albuquerque
uniquevenues.com/NoahsAlbuquerque

St. John’s College // Santa Fe
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsNM

University of New Mexico // Albuquerque
uniquevenues.com/UNM
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NEW YORK

19th Avenue Event & Exhibition Center  
// Astoria

uniquevenues.com/19thAveStage

3 West Club // New York
uniquevenues.com/3West

353 West NYC // New York
uniquevenues.com/353west

Adelphi University // Garden City
uniquevenues.com/adelphi

AMA New York Conference Center // New York
uniquevenues.com/amanewyork

Beaver Hollow Conference Center  
// Java Center

uniquevenues.com/BeaverHollow

Carnegie Hall // New York
uniquevenues.com/CarnegieHall

Center for Automotive Education & Training  
// Queens
uniquevenues.com/AutoEdCenter

Clarkson University // Potsdam
uniquevenues.com/ClarksonUniv

Glen Cove Mansion Hotel and Conference 
Center // Glen Cove

uniquevenues.com/GlenCove

Hofstra University // Hempstead
uniquevenues.com/hofstra

Hornblower Cruises & Events // New York
uniquevenues.com/HornblowerNY

#Iona College // New Rochelle
uniquevenues.com/ionacollege

Ithaca College // Ithaca
uniquevenues.com/Ithaca

Keuka College // Keuka Park
uniquevenues.com/Keuka

LaGuardia Community College  
// Long Island City
uniquevenues.com/LaGuardiaCC

Manhattan College // Riverdale
uniquevenues.com/ManhattanCollege

Meetings & Events @ Regal Battery Park 
Stadium 11 // New York

uniquevenues.com/RegalBatteryPark

Meetings & Events @ Regal E-Walk Stadium 
13 & RPX // New York

uniquevenues.com/RegalEWalkStadium

WEDDI NGS
AT SAIT POLYTECHNIC

Meet in Historic Newport, Rhode Island
www.salve.edu
(401) 341-2460

www.salve.edu
(401) 341-2460

Meet in Historic Newport, Rhode Island
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Meetings & Events @ Regal Union Square 
Stadium 14 // New York

uniquevenues.com/RegalUnionSquare

New York Historical Society // New York
uniquevenues.com/nyhistoricalsociety

Nyack College // Nyack
uniquevenues.com/Nyack

Nyack College in Manhattan // New York
uniquevenues.com/Nyack2NYC

NYIT Auditorium on Broadway // New York
uniquevenues.com/NYITAuditorium

NYU Wasserman Center for Career Development 
// New York
uniquevenues.com/NYUWasserman

OFFSITE Loft NYC // New York
Uniquevenues.com/OffsiteLoft

OFFSITE New York // New York
uniquevenues.com/offsite

Output // Brooklyn
uniquevenues.com/output

Pace University Conferences and Event 
Planning // New York

uniquevenues.com/PaceUniv

Paul Smith’s College // Paul Smiths
uniquevenues.com/PaulSmithsCollege

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute // Troy
uniquevenues.com/RPI

Rubin Museum of Art (RMA) // New York
uniquevenues.com/RubinMuseum

Silver Bay YMCA - Conference and Family 
Retreat Center on Lake George // Silver Bay

uniquevenues.com/SilverBayYMCA

SPiN New York // New York
uniquevenues.com/SpinNY

St. John’s University - Manhattan // New York
uniquevenues.com/stjohnsmanhattan

St. John’s University - Queens // Queens
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsQueens

St. John’s University - Staten Island  
// Staten Island
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsStatenIsland

St. John’s University, Oakdale // Oakdale
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsOakdale

Stony Brook University  // Stony Brook
uniquevenues.com/StonyBrookUniv

SUNY Maritime College // Bronx
uniquevenues.com/SUNYMaritime

The College at Brockport // Brockport
uniquevenues.com/brockport

The Cooper Union // New York
uniquevenues.com/CooperUnion 

The Farm Soho // New York
uniquevenues.com/farmsoho

The Graduate Center // New York
uniquevenues.com/GraduateCenter

Transfiguration Monastery // South Windsor
uniquevenues.com/TransfigurationMonastery

Utica College // Utica
uniquevenues.com/utica

NORTH CAROLINA

Art of Living Retreat Center // Boone
uniquevenues.com/artofliving

Duke University // Durham
uniquevenues.com/Duke

Lenoir-Rhyne University // Hickory
uniquevenues.com/LenoirRhyne

Loray Mill Event Hall // Gastonia
uniquevenues.com/loraymill

Lutheridge Camp and Conference Center  
// Arden

uniquevenues.com/Lutheridge

Lutherock // Newland
uniquevenues.com/Lutherock

NOAH’S Event Venue - Morrisville // Morrisville
uniquevenues.com/NoahsMorrisville

The Graylyn Estate // Winston-Salem
uniquevenues.com/Graylyn

University of North Carolina at Wilmington  
// Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/UNCWilmington

Wake Forest University // Winston-Salem
uniquevenues.com/WakeForest

Western Carolina University // Cullowhee
uniquevenues.com/WCU

OHIO

Arden Shisler Conference Center // Wooster
uniquevenues.com/ShislerConfCtr

Bowling Green State University  
// Bowling Green

uniquevenues.com/BowlingGreen

CMBA Conference Center // Cleveland
uniquevenues.com/CMBACC

Columbus State Conference Center  
// Columbus

uniquevenues.com/ColumbusStateConfCtr

Denison University // Granville
uniquevenues.com/denison

Kenyon College // Gambier
uniquevenues.com/KenyonCollege

Miami University Conference and Event 
Services // Oxford

uniquevenues.com/MUOhio

Mount Vernon Nazarene University  
// Mount Vernon

uniquevenues.com/MVNU

NOAH’S Event Venue - Mentor // Mentor
uniquevenues.com/NoahsMentor

NOAH’S Event Venue - New Albany // New Albany
uniquevenues.com/NoahsNewAlbany

Ohio Union at The Ohio State University  
//Columbus
Uniquevenues.com/OhioUnionOSU

Ohio University // Athens
uniquevenues.com/OhioUniv

Sodexo Conferencing // Lewis Center
uniquevenues.com/SodexoConferencing

The Marcum Hotel & Conference Center  
// Oxford

uniquevenues.com/TheMarcum

Tinkham Veale University Center // Cleveland
uniquevenues.com/tinkhamvealecenter

Victory Park Ohio // North Ridgeville
uniquevenues.com/victoryparkohio

OKLAHOMA

NOAH’S Event Venue - Oklahoma City  
// Oklahoma City
uniquevenues.com/NoahsOklahomaCity

NOAH’S Event Venue - Tulsa // Tulsa
uniquevenues.com/NoahsTulsa

Oral Roberts University // Tulsa
uniquevenues.com/ORU

University of Central Oklahoma // Edmond
uniquevenues.com/UnivCentralOk
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OREGON

Central Oregon Community College // Bend
uniquevenues.com/centraloregoncc

Lewis & Clark // Portland
uniquevenues.com/lewisandclark

Meetings & Events @ Regal Lloyd Center 10 
& IMAX // Portland

uniquevenues.com/RegalLloyd

Oregon State University Conference Center  
// Corvallis
uniquevenues.com/OregonState

Salem Convention Center // Salem
uniquevenues.com/salemconferencecenter

Southern Oregon University // Ashland
uniquevenues.com/southernoregonuniv

University of Oregon // Eugene
uniquevenues.com/univoregon

PENNSYLVANIA

AFC Fitness // Bala Cynwyd
uniquevenues.com/AFCFitness

Albright College Conference & Event 
Services // Reading

uniquevenues.com/AlbrightCollege

Allegheny College // Meadville/Erie
uniquevenues.com/Allegheny

California University of Pennsylvania  
// California
uniquevenues.com/CalU

Carnegie Mellon University // Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/CarnegieMellon

Conference Center at Penn State Great Valley  
// Malvern
uniquevenues.com/PSUGreatValley

Drexel University // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/Drexel

Eastern University Conferences // St. Davids
uniquevenues.com/EasternUniv

Elizabethtown College // Elizabethtown
uniquevenues.com/ElizabethtownCollege

Gettysburg College // Gettysburg
uniquevenues.com/Gettysburg

Indiana University of Pennsylvania  
// Indiana

uniquevenues.com/IUP

Northern Kentucky University is located 
just seven miles from downtown Cincinnati. 
We offer outstanding facilities with buildings 
of a modern, architectural design at an 
economical rate.

For more information:
AMANDA STEINBRUNNER
859-572-6502
steinbrunnea@nku.edu
nku.edu
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Lehigh University // Bethlehem
uniquevenues.com/Lehigh

Marywood University // Scranton
uniquevenues.com/Marywood

Meetings & Events @ Regal King of Prussia 
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX // King of Prussia

uniquevenues.com/RegalKingPrussia

Messiah College // Mechanicsburg
uniquevenues.com/MessiahCollege

Miller Symphony Hall // Allentown
uniquevenues.com/MillerSymphonyHall

Millersville University of Pennsylvania  
// Millersville

uniquevenues.com/Millersville

Muhlenberg College // Allentown
uniquevenues.com/muhlenbergcollege

National Museum of American Jewish History 
// Philadelphia

uniquevenues.com/nmajh

Nittany Lion Inn // State College
uniquevenues.com/NittanyLionInn

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts  
// Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/pafa

Philadelphia Museum of Art // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/PhiladelphiaMuseumArt

Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens  
// Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/PhippsConservatory

PNC Park // Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/pncpark

Slippery Rock University // Slippery Rock
uniquevenues.com/SlipperyRockUniv

Spruce Lake Retreat // Canadensis
uniquevenues.com/SpruceLakeRetreat

Temple University // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/TempleUniv

The Barnes Foundation // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/BarnesFoundation

The Franklin Institute // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/FranklinInst

The Penn Stater Conference Center Hotel  
// State College

uniquevenues.com/PennStater

University of Phoenix, Philadelphia  
// Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixCenterCity

University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown  
// Johnstown

uniquevenues.com/upj

University of Scranton // Scranton
uniquevenues.com/universityscranton

Villanova University Conference Center  
// Radnor

uniquevenues.com/VillanovaConfCenter

Villanova University Conferences // Villanova
uniquevenues.com/VillanovaUniv

Washington & Jefferson College // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WashingtonJefferson

West Chester University of Pennsylvania  
// West Chester

uniquevenues.com/westchester

RHODE ISLAND

Bryant University // Smithfield
uniquevenues.com/Bryant

Rhode Island School Of Design // Providence
uniquevenues.com/RISD

Salve Regina University // Newport
uniquevenues.com/SalveRegina

SOUTH CAROLINA

Furman University Summer Programs - 
Adults & Youth Welcome! // Greenville

uniquevenues.com/furman

Riverbanks Zoo & Garden // Columbia
uniquevenues.com/RiverbanksZoo

Tanglewood Plantation // Lynchburg
uniquevenues.com/TanglewoodPlantation

Univ of South Carolina, Conference and 
Event Services // Columbia

uniquevenues.com/UnivSoCarolina

Younts Conference Center at Furman 
University // Greenville

uniquevenues.com/Younts

TENNESSEE

Fogelman Executive Conference Center  
// Memphis
uniquevenues.com/Fogelman

Maryville College // Maryville
uniquevenues.com/Maryville

Meetings & Events @ Regal Hollywood 
Stadium 27 & RPX // Nashville

uniquevenues.com/RegalHollywood

Scarritt-Bennett Center // Nashville
uniquevenues.com/ScarrittBennett

The Millennium Conference Centre  
// Johnson City

uniquevenues.com/millenniumconferencecentre

The University of Memphis // Memphis
uniquevenues.com/UnivMemphis

The University of Tennessee // Knoxville
uniquevenues.com/UnivTennessee

Vanderbilt University // Nashville
uniquevenues.com/Vanderbilt

TEXAS

Canyon View Event Center // Austin
uniquevenues.com/canyonvieweventcenter

Cooper Hotel, Conference Center // Dallas
uniquevenues.com/cooperhotel

Howl at the Moon - Houston // Houston
uniquevenues.com/howlatthemoonhouston

Meetings & Events @ Edwards Houston 
Marq’e Stadium 23 & IMAX // Houston

uniquevenues.com/EdwardsHouston

NOAH’S Event Venue - Dickinson/Bay Area  
// Dickinson
uniquevenues.com/NoahsDickinson

NOAH’S Event Venue - Fairview/Allen // Fairview
uniquevenues.com/NoahsFairview

NOAH’S Event Venue - Fort Worth // Fort Worth
uniquevenues.com/NoahsFortWorth

NOAH’S Event Venue - Frisco/Plano // Plano
uniquevenues.com/NoahsFrisco

NOAH’S Event Venue - Katy // Katy
uniquevenues.com/NoahsKaty

NOAH’S Event Venue - Las Colinas // Irving
uniquevenues.com/NoahsLasColinas

NOAH’S Event Venue - Richardson // Richardson
uniquevenues.com/NoahsRichardson

NOAH’S Event Venue - San Antonio // San 
Antonio
uniquevenues.com/NoahsSanAntonio

NOAH’S Event Venue - Sugar Land // Sugar Land
uniquevenues.com/NoahsSugarLand
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Revention Music Center // Houston
uniquevenues.com/RMC

Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Odditorium  
// Grand Prairie
uniquevenues.com/RipleysGrandPrairie

San Antonio Meeting Center // San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/SanAntonioMeetingCenter

Texas Tech University // Lubbock
uniquevenues.com/TexasTech

The University of Texas at Dallas // Richardson
uniquevenues.com/univtexasdallas

The University of Texas at San Antonio  
// San Antonio

uniquevenues.com/UTSA

Trinity University // San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/trinityuniversity

University of Houston // Houston
uniquevenues.com/UnivHoustonConfServ

University of Phoenix, Dallas // Dallas
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixDallas

UTAH

Dixie Center at St. George // St. George
uniquevenues.com/dixiecenter

Miller Conference Center at Salt Lake 
Community College // Sandy

uniquevenues.com/MillerConfCenter

NOAH’S Event Venue - South Jordan // South 
Jordan
uniquevenues.com/NoahsSouthJordan

NOAH’S Event Venue - Utah County // Lindon
uniquevenues.com/NoahsUtahCounty

The Tower at Rice-Eccles // Salt Lake City
uniquevenues.com/TowerRiceEccles

University of Utah // Salt Lake City
uniquevenues.com/UnivUtah

Weber State University // Ogden
uniquevenues.com/WeberState

VERMONT

Champlain College // Burlington
uniquevenues.com/champlain

Lyndon State College  // Lyndonville 
uniquevenues.com/LyndonState

The Mountaintop Inn & Resort // Chittenden
uniquevenues.com/mountaintopinn

Where exceptional events
unfold with ease!

meetattrent.com    705-748-1260
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The University of Vermont // Burlington
uniquevenues.com/UVM

VIRGINIA

AMA’s Washington Area Executive Conference 
Center at Arlington Virginia // Arlington

uniquevenues.com/amaarlington

Carter Hall Conference Center // Millwood
uniquevenues.com/carterhall

CEB Waterview Conference Center // Arlington
uniquevenues.com/Waterview

Eastern Mennonite University  
// Harrisonburg

uniquevenues.com/EMU

Green Acres // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/GreenAcres

Historic Blenheim // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/historicblenheim

Historic Rosemont Manor // Berryville
uniquevenues.com/RosemontManor

James Madison University // Harrisonburg
uniquevenues.com/JMU

Longwood University // Farmville
uniquevenues.com/Longwood

Meetings & Events @ Regal Ballston 
Common Stadium 12 // Arlington

uniquevenues.com/RegalBallston

Old Dominion University // Norfolk
uniquevenues.com/OldDominion

Old Town Hall // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/oldtownhall

Pine Creek Retreat Center // Gore
uniquevenues.com/PineCreek

Richmond Raceway Complex // Richmond
uniquevenues.com/RichmondRaceway

Roanoke College // Salem
uniquevenues.com/Roanoke

The College of William and Mary  
// Williamsburg

uniquevenues.com/WilliamandMary

The National Conference Center // Leesburg
uniquevenues.com/nationalconferencecenter

The Stacy C. Sherwood Center // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/thesherwood

The Yummy Pig // Leesburg
uniquevenues.com/YummyPig

Tuckahoe Sports, Inc // Henrico
Uniquevenues.com/TuckahoeSports

University of Richmond // Richmond
uniquevenues.com/UnivRichmond

Virginia Commonwealth University // Richmond 
uniquevenues.com/VCU

Virginia Tech Executive Briefing Center  
// Arlington
uniquevenues.com/VATechResearchCtr

WASHINGTON

Camp Berachah Conference & Retreat Center 
// Auburn
uniquevenues.com/CampBerachah

Gonzaga University // Spokane
uniquevenues.com/GonzagaUniversity

Meetings & Events @ Regal Meridian 16  
// Seattle
uniquevenues.com/RegalMeridian16

Melrose Market Studios // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/MelroseMarket

Pacific Lutheran University // Tacoma
uniquevenues.com/PacificLutheran

Seattle University // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/SeattleUniv

The Parlor Collection//Bellevue
uniquevenues.com/ParlorCollection

University of Puget Sound // Tacoma
uniquevenues.com/UnivPugetSound

University of Washington // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/UnivWashington

WEST VIRGINIA

Potomac Park Retreat & Conference Center  
// Falling Waters
uniquevenues.com/PotomacPark

WISCONSIN

Carroll University // Waukesha
uniquevenues.com/CarrollUniv

George Williams College of Aurora University  
// Williams Bay
uniquevenues.com/GeorgeWilliams

Initiative’s Retreat // Green Bay 
uniquevenues.com/InitiativesRetreat

Manitowoc Area Visitors & Convention 
Bureau // Manitowoc

uniquevenues.com/ManitowocCVB

Marquette University Conference Services  
// Milwaukee
uniquevenues.com/Marquette

NOAH’S Event Venue - Madison // Madison
uniquevenues.com/NoahsMadison

Univ of Wisconsin-Oshkosh Alumni Welcome & 
Conference Center // Oshkosh
uniquevenues.com/UWOshkosh

University of Wisconsin-Platteville  
// Platteville

uniquevenues.com/UWPlatteville

Wayland Academy // Beaver Dam
uniquevenues.com/WaylandAcademy

WYOMING

University of Wyoming Conference Center  
// Laramie

uniquevenues.com/uwyomingconferencectr

OVER 300 GLOBAL  
PORTS OF CALL

Royal Caribbean Adventure of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/adventureoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Allure of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/AllureoftheSeas

Royal Caribbean Brilliance of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/brillianceoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Enchantment of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/enchantmentoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Explorer of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/exploreroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Freedom of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/Freedomofhe Seas

Royal Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/grandeuroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Independence of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/independenceoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Jewel of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/jeweloftheseas

Royal Caribbean Legend of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/legendoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Liberty of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/libertyoftheseas
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Royal Caribbean Majesty of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/majestyoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Mariner of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/marineroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Monarch of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/monarchoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Navigator of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/navigatoroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Oasis of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/oasisoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Radiance of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/radianceoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Rhapsody of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/rhapsodyoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Serenade of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/serenadeoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Splendour of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/splendouroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Vision of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/visionoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Voyager of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/voyageroftheseas

CANADA

ALBERTA

Arts Commons // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/ArtsCommons

Cineplex Alberta // 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexAlberta

Cineplex Cinemas Eau Claire  // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexEauClaire

Cineplex Cinemas South Edmonton // Edmonton
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonSouthEdmonton

Cineplex Cinemas Windermere & VIP Cinemas  
// Edmonton
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonWindemere

Cineplex Sunridge Spectrum Cinemas // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonSunridge

Dow Centennial Centre // Fort Saskatchewan
uniquevenues.ca/dowcentennialcentre

MacEwan University // Edmonton
uniquevenues.ca/MacEwanUniv

A Truly Unique Venue in the Heart of Cleveland

Take a virtual tour of our event spaces online at:
case.edu/universitycenter
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Metropolitan Centre // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/MetropolitanCentre

Mount Royal University Event and Theatre 
Services // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/MRUECS

SAIT Polytechnic // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/SAIT

Scotiabank Theatre Chinook (Cineplex)  
// Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexChinook

The Banff Centre // Banff
uniquevenues.ca/BanffCtr

The Kahanoff Conference Centre // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/Kahanoff

University of Alberta Conference Centre  
// Edmonton

uniquevenues.ca/UAlberta

University of Calgary // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/UnivCalgary

University of Calgary Downtown Campus  
// Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/UCalgaryDowntown

University of Lethbridge // Lethbridge
uniquevenues.ca/UnivLethbridge

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Anvil Centre // New Westminster
uniquevenues.ca/AnvilCentre

Bethlehem Retreat Centre // Nanaimo
uniquevenues.ca/BethlehemRetreat

Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art  
// Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/BillReidGallery

Cineplex British Columbia // 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexBritishColumbia

Deeley Exhibition // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/deeleymotorcycleexhibition

Diamond Ballroom and Catering // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/diamondballroom

Hard Rock Casino Vancouver // Coquitlam
uniquevenues.ca/HardRockCasinoVancouver

Hatley Castle at Royal Roads University  
// Victoria

uniquevenues.ca/RoyalRoads

Pacific National Exhibition // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/PNEBC

Painted Boat Resort // Madeira Park
uniquevenues.ca/PaintedBoat

PAL Studio Theatre // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/PALStudio

Residence & Conference Centre - Kamloops  
// Kamloops
uniquevenues.ca/ThompsonRiversKamloops

Robert H Lee Alumni Centre UBC // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/LeeAlumniCentre

Scotiabank Theatre Vancouver (Cineplex)  
// Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/ScotiabankVancouver

Simon Fraser University // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/MorrisWosk

Simon Fraser University - Burnaby // Burnaby
uniquevenues.ca/SimonFraser

The Nest at UBC // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/AMS

University of British Columbia - Vancouver  
// Vancouver

uniquevenues.ca/UBC

Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre  
// Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverAquarium

Vancouver Art Gallery // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverArtGallery

Vancouver Lookout // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverLookout

Waterview // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/WaterviewBC

MANITOBA

Cineplex Cinemas McGillivray & VIP // Winnipeg
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMcGillivray

The University of Winnipeg // Winnipeg
uniquevenues.ca/UnivWinnipeg

NEW BRUNSWICK

Huntsman Fundy Discovery Aquarium // St. 
Andrews
uniquevenues.ca/HuntsmanFundy

University of New Brunswick Conference 
Services // Fredericton

uniquevenues.ca/UNB

NEWFOUNDLAND

Memorial University of Newfoundland - St. John’s 
Campus // St. John’s
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUnivStJohns

Memorial University, Grenfell Campus  
// Corner Brook
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUniv

NOVA SCOTIA

Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21  
// Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/CaMuseumImmigration

Mount Saint Vincent University // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/MSVU

Saint Mary’s University // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/SaintMarysUniversity

University of King’s College // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/UnivKingsCollege

ONTARIO

Brescia University College // London
uniquevenues.ca/BresciaUniv

Brock University // St. Catharines
uniquevenues.ca/Brock

Carleton University, Conference Services  
// Ottawa

uniquevenues.ca/CarletonUniv

Cineplex Cinemas Lansdowne // Ottawa
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexLansdowne

Cineplex Cinemas Queensway & VIP // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonQueensway

Cineplex Cinemas Varsity & VIP // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonVarsity

Cineplex Cinemas Yonge and Dundas // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonYongeDundas

Cineplex Cinemas Yorkdale // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/SilvercityYorkdale

CINEPLEX Groups & Events // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/Cineplex

Fanshawe College Conference Services  
// London

uniquevenues.ca/fanshawecollege

Georgian Conference and Event Services  
// Barrie

uniquevenues.ca/GeorgianConferenceServices
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Glendon College - Accommodation and 
Conference Services // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/Glendon

Humber Accommodations & Conference 
Services // Toronto

uniquevenues.ca/Humber

Ivey Tangerine Leadership Centre // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/iveying

NAV Centre // Cornwall
uniquevenues.ca/NAVCentre

Residence & Conference Centre - Hamilton   
// Hamilton
uniquevenues.ca/MohawkHamilton

Residence & Conference Centre - Niagara-on-the-
Lake // Niagara on the Lake
uniquevenues.ca/NiagaraNOTL

Residence & Conference Centre - Oakville  
// Oakville
uniquevenues.ca/SheridanOakville

Residence & Conference Centre - Oshawa  
// Oshawa

uniquevenues.ca/DurhamCollege

Residence & Conference Centre - St. Clair College  
// Windsor
uniquevenues.ca/rccstclaircollege

Residence & Conference Centre - Toronto  
// Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/SenecaNewnham

Ryerson Conference Services and Lodging  
// Toronto

uniquevenues.ca/ryerson

Scotiabank Theatre Toronto (Cineplex) // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/ScotiabankToronto

SPiN Toronto // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/SpinToronto

St. Lawrence College Conference Services  
// Kingston
uniquevenues.ca/StLawrence

The Second City Toronto // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/secondcitytoronto

TMX Broadcast Centre // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/TMXBroadcast

Trent University // Peterborough
uniquevenues.ca/TrentUniv

University of Toronto at Scarborough  
// Scarborough

uniquevenues.ca/utorontoscarborough

University of Waterloo // Waterloo
uniquevenues.ca/UnivWaterloo

Western University // London
uniquevenues.ca/uwesternontario

QUEBEC

Bishop’s University // Sherbrooke
uniquevenues.ca/BishopsUniversity

Centre Mont-Royal // Montreal
uniquevenues.ca/CentreMont-Royal

Crowley Arts Centre // Montreal
uniquevenues.ca/CrowleyArts

Scotiabank Theatre Montreal (Cineplex)  
// Montreal
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMontreal

SASKATCHEWAN

Galaxy Regina Cinemas (Cineplex) // Regina
uniquevenues.ca/GalaxyRegina

Kinasao Lutheran Bible Camp  
// Christopher Lake
uniquevenues.ca/Kinasaolutheran

La Troupe du Jour // Saskatoon
uniquevenues.ca/LaTroupe

Scotiabank Theatre Saskatoon & VIP (Cineplex)  
// Saskatoon
uniquevenues.ca/GalaxyCinemas

UniqueVenues.com 

Attention 
Venues!

To join, call Jeanne 
Feathers at 814.254.1310 

or email 
jeanne@uniquevenues.com

JOIN OUR 
NETWORK

Reach 50,000
planners

Grow your 
conference 

business
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COLLEGES         UNIVERSITIES

MARCH 
MADNESS
6 Universities  
SLAM DUNKING CONFERENCES

HERE TO TALK
Speaker's bureaus 

speak up

FIND YOUR 
PERFECT 
VENUE IN
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meet the 
{ F I R S T- E V E R }  
WINNERS

INCLUDING
PROFESSIONAL 

OF THE YEAR
Julie Wiggins
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The  PLACE to BEPLANNERS TAP INTO UNIQUE SPACES FOR UNIQUE EVENTS

ROAD TRIP!5 Toronto Venues

 Secret GardensThe grass is greener here

WITH PRIDE: Welcoming the  LGBTQ Community
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BY SELENA FRAGASSI

DEAN’S LIST
THE GRADUATE

As an alumnus of UCLA, Jason Walley couldn’t 
wait to get back to campus—and when he did, the 

perfect job was practically waiting for him. 

“I’m a lifelong learner,” admits Jason Walley. “I know a lot of people may say 
that about themselves, but in our information age, I try to stay on top of what is 
going on and educate myself in order to stay up-to-speed on everything.” True to 
his word, the once history major at UCLA has made it his career to continually 
research and devour information. This time around, though, it’s used to enhance the 
university’s collegiate conference department where he has worked for 13 years and 
was recently promoted to director of sales for conferences and catering.

“Since graduating I had been looking to 
find a job at UCLA,” Walley says, admitting 
demand was high. Yet after working for a 
number of years developing Musiker Discov-
ery Programs for college-bound high school-
ers, he finally found an opening as a sales 
manager. “UCLA is a prestigious school, and 
I think having that DNA within the team is 
a positive thing and provides a connection to 
the campus beyond a paycheck.” That bond 
has helped Walley to triumph in his role, 
bringing Olympic committees to campus, 
gaining attention for all of Housing & Hos-
pitality services from the California Council 
for Excellence, and becoming involved in the 
Association of Collegiate Conference and 
Events Directors-International (ACCED-I). 

“I don’t think kids are running around 
saying, ‘I want to be a collegiate conference 
professional one day,’ but it’s a job that, if you’re 
lucky, you fall into and it fits your personality.”

Unique Venues: How does being an alum 
benefit your role and your clients?
Jason Walley: “I have realized I have a 
unique experience to offer clients that can 
help them not just with logistics, but to give 
them an additional level of familiarity with 
the campus and help them solve headaches 
to make their programs better.”

UV: In what ways has the department 
changed in your 13 years, and how were you 
instrumental in shaping that growth?
JW: “In the beginning, I spent a lot of time 

developing and managing the relationship 
between our sales office and operations, and 
creating work teams to solve issues. Work-
ing together made us more forgiving of each 
other and that helped move us into the next 
phase. I also went a step further and helped 
spearhead an initiative to apply for an award 
with the California Council for Excellence 
so Housing & Hospitality could use the pro-
cess, and the scrutiny of examiners, to look 
at the department and tell us where we were 
doing things right or could do things better. 
I’ve done many improvement projects, like 
helping to create a professional development 
program for managers within housing.

UV: What other accomplishments at UCLA 
are you particularly proud of?
JW: “Most recently, helping to manage the 
International Special Olympics in L.A. last 
summer. I also participated in L.A.’s (unsuc-
cessful) bid for the 2016 Olympic Games. 
The Olympic Committee came to campus, 
and I toured them around and gave them a 
sense of what we could do for them.”

UV: Are there trends or developments you 
are uncovering this year?
JW: “L.A. is a top market in the hospitality 
industry. Being here, we are seeing rates go 
through the roof at hotels for sleeping ac-
commodations, catering, and everything 
else. This trend is going to continue to be 
a benefit to us, making us one of the best 
values in the market.” 

JASON WALLEY
Director of Sales for Conferences 
and Catering at UCLA

GET CONNECTED
UCLA
Los Angeles, CA
UniqueVenues.com/ucla
(888) 825.5305
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Exceptional made simple.
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