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Book This Summer—Receive 10% o� Housing

University of San Diego

EDUCATE
Educate attendees

in our state of the art
event spaces:

- Classrooms (48)
- Theaters (6)

- Multipurpose 
  indoor (23)

- Scenic outdoor (8)

ENTICE
Campus cuisine is 

created by our 
award-winning 

culinary team. Dine at 
one of several casual 

eateries, La Gran 
Terraza restaurant, 
or enjoy a custom 
event catered to

your speci�cations.

ENJOY
Our stunning campus 

provides a serene 
night’s sleep in our:

- Apartments
- Suites

- Residence Hall Rooms
Accommodations for 

a variety of ages 
and budgets.

e: MeetAtUSD@sandiego.edu
p: (877) 336 - 5415MeetAtUSD.com
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Experience one of 

San Diego’s nearby, 
world renowned, 

attractions. USD is just 
minutes from the 

beach, Mission Bay, 
Sea World, San Diego 

Zoo and San Diego 
International Airport. 
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See yourself here.

Office of Conferences and Special Programs    
conferences.trinity.edu   |  210-999-7601

• One-stop shop 
certification

• 24-hour on-site
customer service

• Located 5 minutes
from downtown

Conference 
& Event Services

•	 Year	round	meeting	space,	including		
10,000	square	foot	exhibit	hall

•	 Summer	conference	housing
•	 Classically	trained	chefs
•	 Award	winning,	professional	event		
planning	services

•	 Complimentary	audio-visual		
hardware	(in-stock)

•	 Free	on-site	parking
•	 Free	WiFi

Meet The Court	
your best choice for conferences & events at the Jersey shore
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56PLANT-BASED DINING HALLS ARE GROWING ON CAMPUS.

A University Experience...  
     

A 1,600 acre park-like campus offering one-stop meeting planning services            
for conferences and events, summer group housing, meals and catering,                

transportation, and more. Minutes from Washington, DC and Baltimore; three         
international airports; campus housing for 6,000+; over 1,000 first-class               
hotel rooms; 400,000+ square feet of meeting and multi-use facilities. 
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Event Planning  Transportation  VIP Care  Hospitality  Parking  Technical Services 
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www.cvs.umd.edu        
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Conferences &  
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...with Honors!  



A University Experience...  
     

A 1,600 acre park-like campus offering one-stop meeting planning services            
for conferences and events, summer group housing, meals and catering,                

transportation, and more. Minutes from Washington, DC and Baltimore; three         
international airports; campus housing for 6,000+; over 1,000 first-class               
hotel rooms; 400,000+ square feet of meeting and multi-use facilities. 

Conferences and Events  Meeting Planning Services  Summer On-Campus Guest Housing 
Visitor Services  Site-Selection  Lodging  Food Arrangements  Meeting/Function Space 

Event Planning  Transportation  VIP Care  Hospitality  Parking  Technical Services 

301.314.7884         
www.cvs.umd.edu        
umdconf@umd.edu 

Conferences &  
Visitor Services 

...with Honors!  



CONTENTS
Colleges & Universities // Spring 2017

8 // unique venues // colleges & universities

On The Cover
Campus dining halls are showing 
the fruits of their latest efforts, 
with more and more turning to 
plant-based dining halls to cater 
to evolving ways of eating.
Page 56

Cliff  Notes

17 Work / Life / Balance
What’s your type? Discovering your 
personality archetype can help lead to 
successes at both work and home. 

20 Expert Advice
University of Utah’s Kristy Holt explains 
how to reach the fi nish line when planning 
action sports events.

24 Technology
Cisco’s new Spark Board is the 
whiteboard of the future with a slew of 
digital capabilities.

28 Happy Hour
A former student and his horse inspire the 
name of a signature drink at the University 
of Notre Dame.

32 Food for Thought
The University of Illinois provides a sweet 
treat with rich chocolate marquise.

Industry Updates

74 News & Awards
Unique Venues shares headline-making 
news from a number of its member venues.

28

24

THE DEXTER IS SERVED WITH AN INTERESTING STORY.

CISCO’S NEW SPARK BOARD GIVES WHOLE NEW MEANING TO THE 
IDEA OF SMART MEETINGS.

P
H

O
T

O
S

 C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

: 
C

IS
C

O



Spring 2017 // uniquevenues.com // 9

Seize The Moment
Exceptional events start with an exceptional setting. With world-class 

amenities, including a 300-seat ballroom and a state-of-the-art 20,000 square 

foot conference center, the Morris Inn can accommodate a broad range of 

events. And with well-appointed rooms complemented by our renowned 

hospitality, you will be made to feel welcome a thousand times over.

130 MORRIS INN // NOTRE DAME, IN 46556  

574.631.2000 // MORRISINN@ND.EDU // MORRISINN.ND.EDU
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SUMMER CAMP & CONFERENCE FACILITIES
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LEGENDARY EVENTS HAPPEN HERE.

PR ESIDENTS, K INGS, QU EENS, BUSINESS LEA DERS, CELEBRITIES A N D M EDIA ICONS 
H AV E BEEN M A KING HISTORY H ER E FOR OV ER 100 YEA RS.

WHY NOT MAKE YOUR EVENT HISTORIC?
Widely considered a premier Washington, DC landmark, the National Press Club is a truly unique experience and the 

ideal setting for business and social events. Located just two blocks from The White House and Washington monument 

with easy access to mass transit, dozens of hotels and featuring full-service catering and technology teams that have 

satisfi ed the most demanding of world leaders, The National Press Club  o� ers a unique setting like no other, with the 

convenience, value and world-class service, amenities and hospitality fi t for a king.

Located in beautiful Gainesville, Florida, UF is the center 
of outstanding recreational and educational facilities. 
We offer flexable lodging, dining, and meeitng options 
that allow convient conference packages. Plan your next 
conference or event with us today! 

• Meetings & Seminars
• Conferences
• Retreats
• Summer Camps

• Internships
• Reunions
• Customized Events

www.housing.ufl.edu/ConferenceServices | 352.392.2161 | ConferenceServices@housing.ufl.edu

SUNSHINE!

Why do so many people visit 

The University of Florida?

It must be the
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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

S THE GREAT MIND HELEN KELLER ONCE SAID, “Alone 
we can do so little; together we can do so much.” Solid partnerships 
are the key to so many parts of life—from marriages and parenting 

to health care and business. Even Bill Gates has credited the many 
partnerships he built from the very beginning for the long success of his company. 
The message comes in loud and clear in this latest issue, which looks at how many 
collegiate conference departments are working smarter by sharing resources and 
developing conjoined programs that benefit the venue, planners, and even the 
larger community.

The most prominent example is in our feature on the rise of sharing economies 
at campuses (see page 69). Kim Araya, director, university conferences & guest 
services at American University helped establish a D.C. Consortium, which in-
cludes several area colleagues that meet each semester to share ideas and contacts. 
Not only do they refer business to fellow members, but they also tour each other’s 
properties to know the latest selling points. “The way we see it, there’s plenty of 
business to go around,” she says. “And any [campuses] that don’t engage in this 
kind of collaboration are just hurting themselves.”

In our cover story looking at the growing interest in plant-based dining op-
tions, starting on page 56, we also learn about how a new multi-million dollar 
dining complex and greenhouse at the University of Colorado Boulder is im-
pacting the city at large. School officials opted to install biodigestors that help 
efficiently transform water into a clean supply for neighboring communities. “If 
you really talk about the stakeholders, the city of Boulder is one as well,” says Dan 
Dykstra, director of CU Conference Services. “Our hope is that if it works well, 
it can be a model that can really take off and be used elsewhere.”

This topic is also touched on in our trend report (page 36), covering the rising 
costs of A/V services and Wi-Fi at many meeting and event venues—but not 
colleges and universities where “they have made an investment in [these services] 
because they recognize that’s part of what students require and expect,” says 
meetings technology expert Corbin Ball. Because planners get to share in these 
standards, there are savings involved, too. 

The real beauty for planners that partner with campuses, though, is seen in the 
comments of our Person of Interest, University of Arizona’s Joel Hauff. “Cam-
puses are a great value because their primary mission is not to make a huge profit, 
but to make some revenue to reinvest into the institution,” he says. In that way, 
he furthers, “they are there as a public service … and are getting savvier by not 
selling themselves short.”

Campuses have always been about community, but with these latest trends, 
they’re proving how much they are willing to give a fair share. 

Michele Nichols, Founder
Unique Venues
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meetatsonoma.com

reservat ions@sonoma.edu

Sonoma State University

• Meeting space for groups up to 1,500

• Modern suite style housing accommodations 

• Conveniently located 45 miles north of San Francisco 

W I N E   C O U N T R Y
elegance  affordability in the heart of&  &  
E X P E R I E N C E 

udel .edu /conferences  |  800 -823-2214

Meeting expectations.

90% of our clients 
return to UD to host 
their meeting or event.
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376 Hale Street | Beverly, Massachusetts 01915
 978.232.2128 | MisselwoodEvents@endicott.edu
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Wide range of settings ideal for your next event 
Weddings   •   Corporate   •   soCial   •   residential
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work / life / balance BY CYNTHIA FORSTMANN

What’s 
Your 

Type?
Discovering your 

personality archetype 
can help lead to 

successes at both 
work and home.

People are complicated creatures—we all have various likes and dislikes, 
pleasures and triggers, and styles of negotiating and communication. In fact, 
communication is one of the biggest reasons relationships, both personal and 
professional, can become strained. Yet there are better ways to connect with 
fellow humans by coming to a place of understanding about what makes 
people tick. 

Everyone has their own “archetype” or 
identity that shapes their methods of 
learning and interacting with others 
and the world around them; these types 
cross time, history, and culture and are 
universally relevant. I’ve been study-
ing this field for more than 25 years 
and helping individuals and organiza-
tions learn how to identify archetypes 
on a personal level and within group 
dynamics. �e idea is to then hone in 
on how to use that knowledge to lead 
to better interaction with colleagues, 
clients, even family members. It can 
also help create an organizational cul-
ture that can lead to really powerful, 
authentic brands that consumers relate 
to as well. 

�e first step to harnessing this power 
is knowing your own archetype and how 

that informs your story. �ere are 12 dif-
ferent types, and no one is better than 
the other—all have strengths and what 
we call a shadow side, but knowing these 
characteristics can be incredibly eye-
opening and help you find more balance. 
�ink you know who you are? Take a 
look at the names of the 12 archetypes 
to the right and then start the survey at 
culturetalk.com to find out your truth. 

CYNTHIA FORSTMANN
Partner, Culture Talk | culturetalk.com

THE 12 ARCHETYPES

THE INNOCENT

THE EVERYPERSON

THE HERO

THE CAREGIVER

THE EXPLORER

THE LOVER

THE REVOLUTIONARY

THE CREATOR

THE RULER

THE MAGICIAN

THE SAGE

THE JESTER

CLIFF NOTES



INTRODUCING
EAST CAMPUS COMMONS

3 Small Conference RoomsYear Round Meeting Space Main 3,000 sq/ft Meeting Space 
Capacity for 10-300 Participants

State of  the Art AV
On-Site CateringComplimentary Wifi

On-Site Parking 300 Double Bedrooms With Private Bathrooms

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | CONFERENCE & GUEST SERVICES | CONFERENCES@AMERICAN.EDU | 202.885.UCGS

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS!

COMING SOON
SUMMER 2019

With a planned 132,000 square footage of space, the new Campus Life Center at Emory University promises to bring fresh 
energy and enhance inclusivity as an innovative nexus for engagement, collaboration, and community building.

1,400-1,600 person multi-purpose space
Greenroom + integrated light/sound rigging
Ample pre-function space

Open dining stations that integrate into seating plan
Retail dining that blends interior + exterior space
Dining design influenced by Atlanta neighborhoods

conferences.EMORY.EDU             conferences@emory.edu             404.727.0427             facebook.com/emoryuconf

MAKE A 
STATEMENT. 

BE 

At Emory, we believe your event should be about you, not the stress of the meeting planning details. Our dedicated Conferences staff will arrange all your event needs, 
from catering and meeting spaces to transportation and overnight accommodations.  Let us handle the details so you can focus on being uniquely you.
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CLIFF NOTES

20 // unique venues // colleges & universities

Taking It to

EXTREMES
How to reach the finish line when 

planning action sports events.

�e Nitro World Games are like few other sporting events, featuring high-
adrenaline performances in the fields of freestyle motorcross (FMX), bicycle 
motorcross (BMX), scooters, and skateboarding. �ese games not only push 
the limits, they really have no boundaries with incredibly talented athletes 
offering daredevil stunts at unbelievable speeds. �e University of Utah had 
the pleasure of hosting the first-ever Nitro World Games last summer at 
Rice-Eccles Stadium, and we look forward to welcoming the group back this 
year—while still keeping in mind these takeaways from year one.

THROW CONTROL OUT THE WINDOW.
�e athletes and personnel involved 
in action sports are highly creative and 
big risk takers. �at can be frustrating 
for meeting planners used to living in a 
world of order and organization. Know 
this client will always look for bigger, 
higher, and faster—and they will change 
plans mid-stream if they think they can 
“wow” the audience more. Still, it’s excit-
ing to work with these groups because it’s 
always different and they will constantly 

be thinking outside the box.

PLAN FOR VIPS. It’s helpful to remem-
ber that action sports are more of a show 
than a competition, so this client wants 
to take care of the athletes like a concert 
organizer would the musical artist. �ey 
will likely have requirements for VIP 
treatment since the promoter believes that 
if the athletes are taken care of, they will 
be able to perform at a level that will make 
for an exciting show for the paying public. 

KRISTY HOLT
Senior Event Manager for the University of 

Utah Stadium & Arena Event Services
The Tower at Rice-Eccles

Salt Lake City, UT
UniqueVenues.com/TowerRiceEccles

(801) 581.7695

GET CREATIVE WITH DEADLINES. With 
so many teams involved—media rela-
tions, ticketing, operations, TV produc-
tion (the event is broadcast on NBC)—
it can be difficult getting the necessary 
information to pass along to everyone 
prepping for the event. When deadlines 
need to be met for layouts, timelines, 
or budgets, you might consider imple-
menting some sort of cost incentive to 
obtain these important documents. For 
example, if all the information is re-
ceived on time, the client will receive 
a 10% discount on equipment rental, 
but for every day or week that the docu-
ments are not available they will have an 
additional percentage added on to the 
overall cost. Monetary incentives often 
help firm up plans.

BE PREPARED FOR THE FANS. �is 
event brings a completely different 
crowd that’s not used to our venue. 
You’ll want to have extra directional 
signage and guest service personnel 
available to help guide them, and plan 
to over-communicate venue policies to 
eliminate surprises. �is type of event 
also often has an on-field, pre-event 
for special ticketholders. It’s ideal to 
begin this experience well in advance of 
the actual show time in order to move 
guests throughout this important area 
without feeling rushed, and therefore 
avoiding any complaints. 

University of Nebraska does not discriminate based upon any protected status. Please see go.unl.edu/nondiscrimination. ©2017 The Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska. All rights reserved.

EAT. MEET. SLEEP.

Exceptional made simple.
800-809-8681   »   conferenceservices.unl.edu
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MILLER CAMPUS 9750 S 300 W SANDY, UT 84070 - (801) 957-5294 

MILLER CONFERENCE CENTER

We’re happy to host your next 
conference, reunion or retreat. 
Come to Tifton, GA and stay at 
beautiful Abraham Baldwin 
Agricultural College.

Housing in 4BR Apartments or 
1BR/2BR Suites • Internet/WiFi • 
Laundry 
Available on campus:
Dining | Transportation | Meeting Space 

Housing Available:
May - August 

the ideal
retreat settingCall today

to reserve
your space!

Nightly Rentals start at $25
per night, and include:

Uniquevenues.com/abac
229-391-5140 

Transforming our space into your place

C O N F E R E N C E  &  E V E N T  S E R V I C E S  |  B O W L I N G  G R E E N  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

We can become exactly what you need.  

Whether you’re planning a business or youth conference, corporate training workshop, 
spiritual retreat, sports camp, or educational symposium, our professional event management 
team takes a personalized approach to hosting conferences and events of all styles and sizes. 
At Bowling Green State University in Northwest Ohio, we literally transform our space into 

your place.  Call today, so that we can begin preparing our campus for your visit.

419-372-9019   |   planevents@bgsu.edu   |   www.bgsu.edu/conferences

MENTION THIS PROMOTION FOR A SPECIAL DISCOUNTED RATE
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tech
CLIFF NOTES

A SPARK OF GENIUS
Some are calling Cisco’s new high-tech 

whiteboard its best product yet.

WHEN IT WAS UNVEILED AT A SPECIAL LAUNCH IN SILICON VALLEY in January, Cisco’s 
Spark Board had everyone’s attention. This “touch-based, 3-in-1 collaboration device” is 
the whiteboard of the future, created by the computer networking and video conferencing 
giant. While it looks (and acts) like a traditional whiteboard, the magic lies within the 
digital capabilities. 

It can be used as a screen to display presenta-
tions from smart devices, and also turns into a 
collaborative tool by allowing attendees to add 
to the document in real-time via a cloud-based 
service. Even better, the Spark Board has full 
connectivity and internal microphones, acting 
as a speaker phone and video conferencing 
system with crystal-clear 4K resolution. So, 
everyone can participate in the session whether 

they are in the room or not. 
Not only does Cisco’s invention eliminate the 

need for projectors, microphones, speakers, and 
a whole bunch of cables, the Spark Board is also 
compact and attractive, as thin as an iPad with 
the option for a 55-inch or 70-inch screen. It 
can be mounted to the wall or placed on a stand 
and is touted as being extremely user-friendly. 
For more information, visit ciscospark.com.  

CONFERENCES@UNH.EDU             (603) 862-1900             UNH.EDU/CONFERENCES-CATERING

Make your conference 
one of them.

Book your
experience now!

At the University of New 
Hampshire, we create 
a summer conference 

experience like no other. 
After all, there’s no other 

place quite like New 
England. Conveniently 

located in the quaint college 
town of Durham, you’re 
surrounded by nature, 

minutes from the beach 
and a short drive from 

the mountains.

Our team is ready to 
help you plan everything 
from meals to overnight 

accommodations to 
your agenda.

Make it to New Hampshire 
this summer, and make it a 
conference to remember.

Every

has memorable
stories.

Every

has memorable
Summer
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www.augusta.edu/housing  |  706.729.2300

Augusta University
offers "The Garden City" housing

for any occasion.
Diverse housing offerings
Meeting spaces on both Health Sciences
and Summerville campuses
Flexible parking and dining options
Free Wifi & Laundry
Nightly, Weekly, and Monthly stays
available

$25/night*

*Available May  August

www.meetatmontclair.com

1 Normal Avenue • Montclair, NJ 07043 • 973-655-3391 • conference@montclair.edu

Flexible meeting space, ideal for groups 
of 10 to 500 people

State-of-the-art audio/visual

Award–winning catering services

Breathtaking view of the Manhattan skyline

Centrally located in North Jersey, 
14 miles from NYC
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happy hour

Does your event space have a popular custom drink? 
We’d love to feature it. Submit your recipes to 

ann@uniquevenues.com.

GET CONNECTED
University of Notre Dame

Notre Dame, IN
UniqueVenues.com/notredameconfcenter

(574) 631.2004

The
DEXTER 

Courtesy of the University of  
Notre Dame (Notre Dame, IN) 

In 1902, Notre Dame student Ernest M. Morris 
could not afford tuition. With his dreams of 
a diploma slipping away, Morris asked the 
school president, Father John W. Cavanaugh, 
for two favors: to let him continue enrollment 
on credit, and to take care of his horse Dexter, 
which he used as transportation to the campus 
and boarded while in class. Father Cavanaugh 
graciously agreed. Morris graduated and went 
on to establish his own investment firm. He 
donated $1 million to aid the university in its 
post-war expansion; Morris Inn was constructed 
in his honor and is proud to offer this signature 
cocktail, the Dexter.

INGREDIENTS:
1 ½ oz.  Blanton’s Bourbon

½ oz.  Cointreau

½ oz.  Gallo sweet vermouth

½ oz.  fresh-squeezed  
  orange juice 

TO PREPARE:
ON THE ROCKS
1. Add ingredients in order listed into an ice-filled rocks glass.
2. Stir and garnish with Luxardo cherries.
 
STRAIGHT UP
1. Build ingredients into an ice-filled shaker.
2. Stir (don’t shake).
3. Pour into chilled martini glass and garnish with Luxardo 
cherries. Makes 1 serving   

Contact  
Event Coordinator 

864.294.2390
younts@furman.edu Furman University | 3300 Poinsett Hwy |  Greenville SC 29613

furman.edu/younts

The Perfect Venue 
for Any Event

Weddings, Business Meetings  
& Summer Programs

Venues:  
Younts Conference Center
Daniel Memorial Chapel
DeSantis Pavilion
Janie E. Furman Rose Garden
Bell Tower 
Cherrydale Mansion
Timmons Arena
McAlister Auditorium
Outdoor Amphitheatre

Services:  
Audio Visual Support
Full-Service Catering
Event Coordinating
Golf Packages
Free Parking 
Free Internet

 

Named one of the most beautiful campuses in the U.S., Furman 
is the ideal location for your event. Take advantage of multiple 
venues complemented by an array of services and amenities.

Furman UniversityCLIFF NOTES
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Elevate YOUR EXPECTATIONS 
at the University of Denver

CONTACT US
303.871.4333  |  events@du.edu    
www.du.edu/events

Summer Housing 
& Dining

Just minutes away from 
downtown, our vibrant campus 
gives you access to unique 
facilities, advanced technology, 
onsite catering, sustainability, 
and so much more. 

Weddings & 
Special Events

Meetings & 
Conferences

*Available exclusively at our Dine-In Theatre locations. ©2016 AMC

Make Your Next Event 
> Amazing

Make your screening, seminar, corporate event or private 
party AMC amazing by adding a touch of movie magic. 
Just a few of the things we offer:

Tailor your space to your needs! Contact an 
> representative by calling 888-555-1212
or emailing Rentals@amctheatres.com

• Customized, Casual Meals*

• Unparalleled A/V Capabilities

• Comfortable Seating

• Ample Parking

NS_1304_Unique_Venues_Ad.indd   2 9/27/16   10:27 AM
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food for thought

Chocolate Marquise
Courtesy of the University of Illinois (Champaign, IL)

Chef Curtis Nesler’s signature dessert has become an instant hit at U of I since the first 
time it was served by University Catering in honor of a retiring administrator that had a 
love of chocolate. �e dish resembles the filling of a chocolate mousse truffle but can be 

sliced like a cake. It has a deep chocolate flavor with a velvety-smooth, light texture.  

GET CONNECTED
University of Illinois Conferences and 

Special Events // Champaign, IL
UniqueVenues.com/uillinoisconferences

(217) 333.1766

TO PREPARE:
1. Butter two standard size glass 
loaf pans, and then line carefully 
with foil.

2. Melt the bittersweet chocolate 
over a double boiler; then turn off 
the heat.

3. Beat one cup butter until fluffy, 
then beat in a half-cup of sugar and 
the cocoa powder.

4. In a separate metal bowl, whisk 
the egg yolks, water, the other half-
cup of butter, and sugar. Place the 
mixture over a double boiler and 
heat gradually to 160 degrees, then 
remove from heat.

5. Beat until thick and cool, then 
add in the cocoa powder mixture.

6. Fold in the melted bittersweet 
chocolate and vanilla extract.

7. In another bowl, beat the cold 
whipping cream until soft peaks 
form. Fold in the chocolate mixture 
and then spread into the prepped 
loaf pans.

8. Chill for 6 hours before slicing 
and serving.

Optional: It can be topped with your 
favorite flavored whipped cream 
and served with any type of berry or 
fruit coulis. Serves 20-25 guests    

INGREDIENTS:
20 oz.  bittersweet chocolate  

(around 58% cacao)

1 ½  cups  unsalted butter, soft
1 cup   sugar
5 Tbsp.   unsweetened cocoa powder
8    large egg yolks
½ cup   water
2 Tbsp.  vanilla extract
1 cup   cold whipping cream
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CONFERENCES • WEDDINGS
SPECIAL EVENTS • CAMPS
Located halfway between Los Angeles and Santa Barbara 
along the California coast, the 1930s Mission and Spanish 
Colonial Revival buildings and sprawling grounds of 
CSU Channel Islands house a state-of-the-art university.  
Buildings are a short walking distance from one another 
nestled among a variety of inspiring open spaces 
nurturing a retreat like feel.  

EVENTS@CSUCI.EDU  •  WWW.CSUCI.EDU/CONFERENCES-EVENTS  •  805-437-3900

CSU Channel Islands ad
Unique Ventures
CMYK -7.75” x 5”
September 2015

Office of Conference Services
715 North Avenue
New Rochelle, NY 10801
www.iona.edu/conferenceservices
914.637.7790

Iona College is the ideal venue for your next
meeting, camp or conference.
Located only 20 miles from Midtown
Manhattan, Iona gives your event the big city
feel in the heart of the suburbs. Our unique
and affordable facilities and accommodations
will make your event unlike any other.

SUMMER SEASON AVAILABLE DATES OF STAY 
MAY I4 -AUGUST 1,2017

Located in the heart of Downtown Atlanta, Georgia State 
University offers a competitive one-stop-shop summer 
conference program. Conference services provide a 
variety of housing, meeting space and dining options to 
organizations, groups and conferences. Our services 
include: registration, attendee management, 
accommodations, meeting space, dining options, catering, 
audio/visual and much more! 

Georgia State University Summer Housing is pleased to 
offer a long-term stay program for individuals interning in 
the metro Atlanta area. We provide first-class housing, 
many amenities and an exceptional location; in the heart of 
Downtown Atlanta. Our intern program offers the most 
competitive rates in the city, while continuing to provide 
superior service and convenience! 

Summer housing can also accommodate individual business 
travelers and vacationers during the summer for shorter 
stays, providing you with an affordable and convenient 
option for your travel plans. 

SECURE YOUR NEXT GROUP, CONFERENCE 
ONE-STOP-SHOP OR INTERNSHIP ACCOMMODATIONS AT GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY, TODAY! 

• Accommodations
(4500 + beds with apartment and suite 
style floor plans) 

• Dining and Catering
(3 - 330 seat dining centers) 

• Meeting Space
(Various sizes and configurations) 

• Event Management Services
• Attendee and Registration

Management

AMENITIES INCLUDE 

• Covered Parking 

• Wi-Fi & Ethernet Connections 

• Free Laundry 

• On-site Exercise Facility 

• AV Services & Tech Support 

• Walking Distance to Major Attractions 

• IO Min from Atlanta Hartsfield 

International Airport 

• Access to City Public Transportation 

• Professional Client Focused Staff 

CONTACT US 

Conference Services 
75 PiedmontAve NE 
Ste: 110
Atlanta, GA 30345
Office: 404-41 3-1 994 
Email: Conferences@gsu.edu 

�\, 
GcorgiaStatc I u NI v ER s IT Y 

Umvers1ty HOUSING 
DIVISION OF STUDENT AFFAIRS 
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WHAT’S TRENDING
BY SELENA FRAGASSI 
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The Cost to
CONNECT

If you haven’t looked closely at your latest invoices, 
you might have missed that Wi-Fi and A/V services are 
becoming more expensive—at some venues, that is.

The future is looking SMART. We are on the brink of having widespread 
public Wi-Fi, with Chicago and Halifax, Canada leading the charge in plans 
to develop hot spot kiosks and municipal broadband access, according to 
recent developments. And that’s a very good thing since, in America alone, 
229 million are smartphone users—a figure that’s expected to jump to 264 
million in four years, according to Statista. 

Yet, with so many users and access 
growing by the day, how is it that the 
cost to connect is only going up and up, 
particularly in large proportions in the 
meeting and event industry? The rules of 
supply and demand would make sense 

for airplanes, for example, where there is 
only one option for Internet accessibility, 
and therefore a premium price. But why 
would the same be the case for hotels 
and other traditional venues, especially 
when there’s so much competition in 

attracting meeting business? 
Planners that were polled in a recent 

Meetings Today survey about 2017 
trends cited complimentary Wi-Fi and 
in-house A/V services at hotels continue 
to be some of the biggest hurdles. “I 
continue to see bids as high as $31,000 
for a 400-person, three-day program,” 
said one planner. The issue is so exten-
sive that some planners have now started 
requiring packaged and affordable A/V 
and Wi-Fi as an RFP criteria.

Corbin Ball CSP, CMP, DES, a 
former planner and meetings technol-
ogy expert, knows the struggle all too 
well. “I used to grapple with this all the 
time,” he says. The reason, in the case of 
hotels at least, is that these services are a 
not-so-secret revenue stream and com-
mission comes into play. “You’re paying 
for the convenience of not having to go 
to an outside, separate firm to [supply] 
those services,” Ball says. “Oftentimes, 
the price tag is in surplus of 30-50 per-
cent, and service charges are added on 
top as well.” 

And Wi-Fi is no better, he says. “It’s 
the Wild West out there with so many 
variations; some hotels offer it for free, 
some have outrageous prices.” Unlike the 
public hotel spaces, like lobbies and guest 
rooms where Wi-Fi is becoming more of 
an automatic amenity, Ball says, “for the 
meeting space it’s actually a cost center.”

While he suggests always negotiating 
with your hotel contact (up to 95 per-
cent are willing to negotiate on Wi-Fi 
and up to 82 percent on A/V fees, ac-
cording to the “American Express 2017 
Meetings Trend Report”) or bringing in 
an outside agency, there is another way 
to get these meeting essentials with an 
affordable price tag. Go to schools. “At 
venues like universities, it’s been a stan-
dard for years,” says Ball. So the price is 
more economical.
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To his point, Unique Venues un-
covered the cost differences between 
a hotel and campus in two major 
markets, Chicago and New York 
City. The results are staggering.

 FOR WI-FI
In New York:

 New York Marriott Marquis Hotel 
charges $40 per person per day for 
100 people (the fewer people, the 
higher the rate)

 At Manhattan College, Wi-Fi is 
complimentary for groups

In Chicago:
 Chicago Marriott Downtown Mag-

nificent Mile charges $20/person/
day for 100 people (again, the fewer 
people, the higher the rate)

 Loyola University Chicago charges 
$10/device for the day regardless of 
head count

 FOR A/V
In New York:

 At New York Marriott Marquis Ho-
tel, the cost to use an LCD projector, 
sound system, and wired microphone 
(with labor cost and service fees) is 
approximately $1,650

 At Manhattan College, the cost 
to use projector, screen, mic, and 
speakers is $200

In Chicago:
 At Chicago Marriott Downtown 

Magnificent Mile, the cost to use an 
LCD projector, sound system, and 
wired microphone (with labor cost 
and service fees) is approximately 
$1,350

 At Loyola University Chicago, the 
projector, screen, mic, and speakers 
are included in SMART classrooms 
that range from $50-$100

The model on campus is so drasti-
cally different because they are not a 
commercial profit center, and Wi-Fi 
and A/V are already necessities for 
students. “Higher education makes 
an investment in it because they 
recognize that’s part of what stu-
dents require and expect,” says Ball. 
That’s unlike the investments hotels 
and other conventional venues also 
make to offer good quality Wi-Fi, 
but then expect to recoup their 
money—and then some. “Planners 
are paying so much in premium 
kickback that goes right back to the 
hotel,” says Ball.

That discrepancy could change in 
the near future for all meeting and 
events venues, says Ball. “We’re still 
pretty early in the game of Wi-Fi. 
It’s only been around since about 
2003, and really only in the last five 
years has it become the lifeblood of 
communications. It’s a must-have 
right now, but eventually it will all 
work its way into the woodwork and 
be considered a utility like lights or 
water, which are expected for meet-
ings to function.” 

  HOW TO 

GET THE BEST DEAL
Corbin Ball shares his 
tips for getting plugged 
in without getting priced 
out, at any venue:

KNOW YOUR NEEDS. Take the 
time to wholly determine your 
connectivity requirements before 
putting out an RFP. “Make sure 
your needs are specifically broken 
out or expressed to the venue,” 
says Ball.

ASK FOR UTILIZATION RE-
PORTS FROM PAST EVENTS. 
“They are widely available,” says 
Ball. Use them to see what other 
planners needed for number of 
connections and bandwidth size.

REQUEST REFERENCES. In the 
same token, it’s good to have a 
vote of confidence about a venue 
from another planner—ask for 
contact info of those that recently 
hosted a similar group size.

GO RIGHT TO THE SOURCE. 
Instead of just working with the 
sales person at a venue, make 
sure to touch base with the tech 
team as well. Not only can they 
give you more info upfront, they 
will be your point of contact if 
any kind of issue arises. 

PUT STIPULATIONS IN THE 
CONTRACT. This is essential for 
short-term functions, says Ball, 
“but with events three to five 
years out, it’s a futile effort since 
so much can change in  
that time.”

CONSIDER FLAT RATES. If your 
head count is large, flat rates are 
the way to go, though you might 
want to opt for a per person price 
if your group is smaller.

GET CONNECTED

Corbin Ball, CSP, CMP, DES
corbinball.com

Loyola University Chicago
Chicago, IL

UniqueVenues.com/loyolachicago
(773) 508.8090

Manhattan College
New York, NY

UniqueVenues.com/ManhattanCollege
(718) 862.7579



Let Utica College Host Your Next Event

O�ce of Corporate and Professional Programs
1600 Burrstone Road • Utica, NY 13502 • (315) 792-3344

www.utica.edu

• Beautiful, park-like suburban setting
• Exceptional service with attention to detail
• State-of-the-art conference and meeting 

space

• Comfortable overnight accommodations
• Delicious dining and catering services
• Expert technology with on-site support
• A�ordable, customized meeting packages

Western Carolina University is the perfect place to conduct meetings, training 
programs, retreats, conventions, reunions, festivals, and summer camps.

ï Assortment of meeting rooms, dining 
rooms, recreation and theater space

ï Celebrating 125 years in 2014

ï 8,000 seat multi use arena

828.227.3024
dnease@wcu.edu

Conference Services

ï Expert conference staff assistance

ï Dining catering services

ï Voted “Top Adventure College” by 
Blue Ridge Outdoors magazine



           We cater to you.
Our beautiful Wooster, Ohio campus offers a venue for every need for groups from 50 - 500. | Meeting spaces 
| Sports Camps | Conferences | Wedding ceremony and Reception. Our on-campus catering service and event 
specialists make it easy. Contact Linda Gray: lgray@wooster.edu or 330-263-2355. Let us cater to you!
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SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY 

Imagine your next conference or event at SF State University.  
SF State Conference & Event Services provides year-round on-campus meetings and events.  
During the summer months we offer overnight accommodations in our traditional residence 
halls, suites, and apartments at the heart of the residential community. 

Meeting Facilities: 
 Conference Centers 
 Classrooms 
 Theatres 
 Fields and Gyms 

Other Services: 
 A/V Equipment Rental 
 Catering & Dining Services 
 Other Support Services 

Conference & Event Services 

For more information, please contact Conference 
& Event Services at (415) 338-3972 or visit         
summerconf.sfsu.edu 
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THE MAIN EVENT
BY SELENA FRAGASSI 

Wheeling AND Dealing
Nichols College helps Cycle Massachusetts get into gear for a successful ride.

�e state of Massachusetts isn’t short on sightseeing. As the gateway 
to colonial America, the birthplace of sports like basketball, and the home 
of MIT and Harvard, the “make it yours” state is always a one-of-a-kind 
experience—just ask the participants of the annual Cycle Massachusetts 
statewide bike tour. 

Every summer since 2005, these en-
durance cyclists choose to spend any-
where from two to seven days “cruis-
ing through the beautiful countryside 
of rolling fields, majestic woods, and 
picturesque towns.” Of course, it can’t 
all be done without some quality rest 
along the way, which is where venue 
partners become an important compo-
nent—especially those with plenty of 
green space for the bicyclists to camp 
out. In 2016, Cycle Massachusetts 
found that combination with Nichols 
College, chosen to be the starting and 
ending point of the ride, which includ-
ed roughly 150 people.

“We were staying two nights and 
wanted to have a nice facility for every-
one to stay at overnight, especially at 
the beginning of the tour,” says Cycle 
Massachusetts Event Director Bruce 
Lederer who found the college on the 
UniqueVenues.com portal. He ulti-
mately chose the campus for its central 
location in Dudley, which is an hour 
from Boston and three hours from New 
York City. “�ey were very accommo-
dating and gave us many options,” he 
furthers.

�at includes using a majority of 
the campus’ Shamie Quad for tenting, 
the Olsen and Shamie Residence Halls 

and Athletic Center for restrooms and 
showering, and the green space on 
Copper Beech Quad for various activi-
ties, including an acoustic concert, an-
tique bike show and mobile bike repair, 
as well as recreational games. 

“What they needed from us was es-
sentially a place to camp out for the 
weekend. �is was not the traditional 
residence hall lodging and classroom 
space like we were used to,” says Event 
Coordinator Wellesley Kosak, noting 
that college staff prepared by getting 
as much information as possible early 
on. “We researched their website to 
know more about the event and talked 
to group leaders [like Bruce] to un-
derstand what they needed from us.” 
Since January 2016, when Lederer first 
contacted the college, Kosak says they 
had constant contact. “Overall we just 
go with flow and are very flexible with 
last-minute changes or on-the-fly deci-
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sions,” she says. “We always come 
with an open mind and are ready for 
anything.”

Kosak engaged in some smart pre-
planning, too, such as working with 
the town of Dudley to get entertain-
ment permits for the outdoor music 
performance. “We’re on a hill and have 
neighbors so we wanted to get the right 
permissions. We also informed those 
in the area about it to further cover 
ourselves [from noise complaints],” she 
says. Her team also ensured the group 
had the necessary A/V and staging 
requirements. Another point of con-
tact was with the tent rental company, 
Comfy Campers, to ensure workers 
protected the grounds while setting up 
and breaking down. 

“It was really just to make sure they 
didn’t hit any irrigation or gas lines, 
but we had a campus map to make it 
easy to see the grid,” says Kosak. 

Last summer, 150 people took part 
in Cycle Massachusetts, an annual 
statewide biking trip that takes in 

all the local scenery. One of the 
resting points was Nichols College 

in nearby Dudley.

Purdue Conferences

ANYTIME, ANYWHERE.

meetatpurdue.com 1.800.955.6385

• Traditional residence halls, 
historic mansions, modern 
apartments

• State of the art facilities —  
smart classrooms, banquet 
halls, theaters, fitness center

• 10-minute walk to downtown 
Colorado Springs

• 90-acre, pedestrian-friendly, 
beautifully landscaped, 
wooded campus

• Accommodations for up to 
800 overnight guests

• Experienced event planners

Plan your summer
conference today!
Call the O�ce of Housing & 
Conferences at (719) 389-6012.

HOST YOUR NEXT 
CONFERENCE 
AT COLORADO COLLEGE
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THE MAIN EVENT
BY SELENA FRAGASSI 

In general, the campus provided a 
number of benefits—one of which was 
the self-contained design. “�e quad 
where we camped is in the middle of 
everything, so that was ideal,” says 
Lederer. Although some people did 
choose to sleep inside, and for them, 
“Nichols had a wonderful [residence 
hall] that had lots of rooms, all air-
conditioned,” he continues. “�ere 
were also plenty of showers that were 
readily available, and we had space to 
set up entertainment. We also used the 
dining halls. �ey were great facilities 
for everything we needed.”

Security and parking was also impor-
tant. “We have 100 cars or so that we 
have to leave for a week; it’s not always 
been easy at venues in the past, but the 
parking situation at Nichols was really 
good,” says Lederer. And because the 
campus was quiet with the student 
population gone for the summer, Kosak 
says that there were no risks for the 
group since they were not able to lock 
the tents. 

Having coordinated this event for 11 
years, Lederer admits, “Some venues are 

better than others.” But, when it comes 
to Nichols College, he says the staff 
“worked really hard to make sure we 
were well taken care of. …Cycle Massa-
chusetts is a 24-hour event but no matter 
what time of day questions might have 
come up, they were always there to be in 
touch. In many ways [non-traditional] 
venues like this are wonderful.”  GET CONNECTED

Nichols College // Dudley, MA
UniqueVenues.com/NicholsCollege

(508) 213.2103
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Pictured at top: A mobile bike 
repair unit was set up on campus 
to help straighten out gears and 

fix tires. At bottom: Two of the 
many pictures from the multi-

day bike trip.
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Host an  
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Give your meetings a fresh approach 
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www.csusm.edu/summerconferences 760.750.8898summerconferences@csusm.edu

In beautiful North County San Diego
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9,000 sq. ft. ballroom
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and much more!
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CORVIAS
Corvias started as a military housing operation 

but now manages accommodations on 
campuses, including Howard University. In a 
new partnership, Corvias will renovate these 

10-story Towers.

Capital 

CITY
Washington, D.C. has been 
making history since the 
founding of the nation, and 
these five venues are prime 
examples of the district’s 
never-ending appeal. 
 
With a new president, Washington, 
D.C. has been the focus of much 
attention in recent months and 
also continues to be a top tourist 
destination and business capital. 
These five venues are examples 
of its historical significance and 
adaptability. 

Corvias
Washington, D.C. is not only the na-
tion’s capital but it’s also the headquar-
ters of the United States Military, which 
is how Corvias got its start. In 1998, 
this housing management company was 
founded as Picerne Military Housing, 
offering a range of placement services to 
the Armed Forces. 

However, four years ago, Corvias took 
on its current name and began branching 
out to include colleges and universities in 
its portfolio. That includes the university 
system of Georgia and, most recently, 
D.C.’s Howard University. Under a 40-
year partnership, Corvias will vastly 
renovate the two, 10-story Howard Plaza 
Towers it manages. In addition, Corvias 
oversees operations for the on-campus 
Drew Hall and Cook Hall. 

“We handle everything from mainte-
nance and custodial needs to residence 

life and also summer conferencing, 
internships, and housing. That includes 
about 1,300 beds,” says Mark Miller, 
director of campus relations and op-
erations. The program includes distinct 
services for short- and long-term stays. 
“Short-term stays are held in the tradi-
tional residence halls with meal plans 
provided,” he adds. “For long-term stays, 
we place guests in our apartment-style 
housing with full kitchens.”

Not only is Howard’s location ideal—
in close proximity to many national 
monuments and the Smithsonian Insti-
tute—but Miller also says affordability 

is a big selling point. “Our price point 
is very affordable compared to other 
housing available in this popular market, 
and it gives people the opportunity to be 
right in heart of D.C.”

The Catholic University of America
As its name would imply, there is some-
thing quite sacred about The Catholic 
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THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA
The national university of the Catholic Church 
is housed in an area of D.C. called “Little 
Rome,” which features a number of historical 
sites including a Basilica and a shrine to Saint 
John Paul II.

University of America. “We are the na-
tional university of the Catholic Church 
in the U.S., founded by the bishops and 
chartered by the Holy See. We have 
direct connection to bishops who are 
on our board of trustees, and they have 
a direct connection to the Vatican,” says 
Executive Director of Events and Con-
ference Services Bill Jonas.

In fact, CUA is located in a northeast 
pocket of the D.C. metro area called 
Brookland, which is often referred to 
as “Little Rome” thanks to historic 
sites like the monumental Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception and a shrine to Saint John 
Paul II. �ere’s no religious affiliation 
needed to meet on this campus, but 
its history and the location make for a 
unique and historical setting.

�e setting is also quite scenic with 
176 acres offering a wealth of green space 
and 50 buildings providing a variety of 
meeting spaces. �e Pryzbyla Center 
has the largest multipurpose room with 
7,500 square feet of space. �e building 
also hosts several other smaller meeting 
rooms and an information desk, “so 
it’s a perfect place for registration and 

CONVENIENT, 
PROFESSIONAL, 
ACCOMMODATING 
AND AFFORDABLE

TO START PLANNING TODAY, CONTACT US AT: 
E hcs@humber.ca   P 1.888.548.6327
W humber.ca/conference

Choose from Sheridan’s new state-of-the-art Conference  
Centre and Residence in Oakville – or our campuses in 
Brampton, Mississauga and Oakville. We’ll help to make 
your next meeting, banquet, wedding or special event 
unforgettable.

Make your next event a success at Sheridan.
Email: conferences@sheridancollege.ca 
Phone: 905-815-4242

For future promotions, follow us!

 @SheridanEvents

 @SheridanConferenceCentre

www.sheridanconferencecentre.ca

Bring creativity  
and style to your 
next event.
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check-in,” says Jonas. Also in the Pryz-
byla Center are an all-you-can-eat dining 
hall, food court, and Starbucks. 

�e renovated Heritage Hall is another 
option with a 4,500-square-foot space ac-
commodating 400 for a lecture or 200 for 
a seated reception. �e 595-seat Hartke 
�eatre is also ideal for conference groups. 
In the summer, overnight accommoda-
tions are available, from traditional-style 
residence halls to full suites. Even better, 
a dedicated metro stop makes the campus 
“very accessible,” says Jonas.

Georgetown University
If your group really wants the presiden-
tial feel, head to Georgetown University, 
which is the campus where Bill Clinton 
studied and received his undergraduate 
degree. “He lived in the building our 
office is located in,” says Bill Huff, as-
sociate director of summer programs. 
Georgetown’s legacy dates even farther 
back, all the way to 1789 when it was 
established as the first Jesuit Catholic 
University in the country.

Another charm of Georgetown is 

that it’s a campus located in an historic 
neighborhood removed from the urban 
landscape of D.C. �e retreat feel is 
enhanced by sprawling lawns, large oak 
trees, and Gothic-style buildings. “It is 
a quieter part of town for people that 
desire that experience, but we are across 
the bridge from Arlington, Virginia and 
just a quick metro ride away from one of 
the country’s most bustling cities,” says 
Huff. To that effect, the campus offers a 
free shuttle service to a number of Metro 
transit stations. 

On-site, Georgetown offers 18 differ-
ent meeting rooms accommodating up 
to 100 people in a variety of classroom 
settings and up to 1,200 people in the 
largest theatre space. One of the busiest 
spots is the Southwest Quad, which was 
finished in 2006 with the “purposeful 
intention to create a community,” says 
Huff. �at includes communal lounges 
and close proximity to a newer dining 
hall that will be renovated this summer.

One of the most recent additions is 
Arrupe Hall that opened last fall with a 
variety of two- to six-person suites with 

double bedrooms, private baths, and 
private mini refrigerators and micro-
waves in each unit. In total, Georgetown 
has 5,200 beds for the summer—and 
all buildings have air conditioning and 
guests have complimentary access to the 
Yates Fitness Center. Says Huff, “It’s a 
priority that our guests are comfortable.”

Trinity Washington University
Women’s history is another important 
part of American history, and Trinity 
Washington University is a prominent 
part of that timeline. “Trinity was 
founded in 1897 by the Sisters of Notre 
Dame in response to women’s inability 
to gain admission to other universities,” 
says Annette Coram, executive director, 
conference and event sales. “We had 
our first class in 1900 with 19 students 
and six faculty members.” At the time, 
all were living in South Hall, which has 
since morphed into the south wing of 
Main Hall, a massive Gothic-style build-
ing with 225,000 square feet of space for 
dining, lodging, and classrooms.

Another marquee spot is the Trinity 

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

TRINITY WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

The former alma mater of Bill 
Clinton, this campus really has 
a presidential feel. Though it’s 
located in a quieter part of town.

One of the latest buildings on campus is the 
Trinity Center for Women and Girls in Sports, 
a 13,000-square-foot gym with flexible 
setups.
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Center for Women and Girls in Sports, 
which was completed in 2003. The Trin-
ity Center boasts a 13,000-square-foot 
gym that can be arranged with staging 
for events of 1,600 people seated; if you 
add in bleachers, the capacity increases to 
2,500 people. “It also has an indoor pool, 
workout facility, and aerobic room open to 
conference guests and the community at 
large,” says Coram.

The most recent addition on campus is 
the Payden Academic Center, opened in 
2016, with 80,000 square feet spread across 
four floors. In addition to 23 classrooms, 
there are eight labs set up like hospitals. 

Like Catholic University of America, 
Trinity is located in the northeast district 
of D.C. and close to the Brookland Metro 
stop. By car, visitors can get to the down-
town area in just 15 minutes. “One of the 
great things we offer is 500 complimentary 
parking spaces for guests,” says Coram, 
“which is a huge benefit for groups.” The 
campus also offers amenities including free 
Wi-Fi, 24-hour security, and full-service 
dining facilities and catering.

Virginia Tech Executive  
Briefing Center
Located just a hop away from the D.C. 
metro area, the Virginia Tech Execu-
tive Briefing Center (in Arlington) has 
a reputation for having one of the most 

state-of-the-art setups. In fact, the campus 
recently won Unique Venues Best of Award 
for “most high-tech venue” for its array of 
features, available at no additional cost. 

That includes laptop-connecting projec-
tion systems with screens up to 103”, video 
teleconferencing for up to three remote 
sites, and a 20-foot visualization wall ca-
pable of advanced 3D projection in the 
Foggy Bottom Room. On-site tech experts 
are always available, free of charge.

“We are a research center so we’re not 
a typical campus per say, but within that 
we have everything concentrated in one 
building allowing for a convenient and 
intimate experience,” says Center Manag-
er Larissa LaCour, noting the spaces can 
accommodate smaller groups from 50 to 
90 guests. Two of the most popular op-
tions include the tiered classroom known 
as the Ballston Room and the multi-
purpose East/West Falls Church Room. 
Each comes with tables, chairs, and A/V 
setups, but “if guests need online regis-
tration, catering, fee collection, or name 
badge creation, we can provide that as 
well,” says LaCour.

The Virginia Tech Executive Briefing 
Center is easily accessible to Washing-
ton, D.C. with nearby metro train lines, 
and, says LaCour, “we also have a lot 
of hotels, retail, and shopping experi-
ences nearby” for the benefit of guests.  

BY SELENA FRAGASSI

GET CONNECTED

Corvias
UniqueVenues.com/
CorviasHowardUniv
(202) 525.0869

The Catholic University of 
America
UniqueVenues.com/CUA
(202) 319.5291

Georgetown University
UniqueVenues.com/Georgetown
(202) 687.4560

Trinity Washington University
UniqueVenues.com/trinitycenterdc
(202) 884.9132

Virginia Tech Executive  
Briefing Center
UniqueVenues.com/
VATechResearchCtr
(571) 858.3044

TIP:
Find your perfect 

unique venue in D.C. 
or any major metro 
city, with advanced 
search options on 

UniqueVenues.com 
and UniqueVenues.ca 

that let you browse  
by region. 

Turn to page 76 to  
see a comprehensive 
list of all our member 

venues.
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VIRGINIA TECH EXECUTIVE
BRIEFING CENTER

The Foggy Bottom Room displays the 
high-tech capabilities at this venue, 

including a 3D projection system. 

COLLEGE ROAD TRIP
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In case you haven’t noticed lately, the standard 
American diet is changing. Meat is being eclipsed 
by potatoes, salads are no longer just a starter 

course, and one tofu option on a menu just won’t cut it anymore. 
Though it may seem like a sudden adjustment, this shift has been 
steadily growing for a number of years, steered by a focus on plant-
based eating as more and more research uncovers the health, envi-
ronmental, and ethical benefits of a plant-focused diet. 

According to the latest polling by “Veg-
etarian Times,” more than 3 percent 
of the U.S. population (or 7.3 million 
people) identify with a vegetarian-based 
diet while another 0.5 percent (or 1 
million people) claim to be vegan, the 
term for a stricter lifestyle that not only 
abstains from meat but also animal by-
products like dairy and eggs. One of the 
most interesting developments though is 
the fact that even diehard carnivores are 
adapting to this trend through modified 
changes. A recent study by Wakefield 
Research found that 55 percent of U.S. 
residents (nearly 160 million people) 
made a conscious decision to eat more 
plant-based meals in 2016.

Driving these numbers is a large pro-
portion of young people. The “Vegetar-
ian Times” poll shows that 42 percent 
of respondents fall in the 18- to 34-year-

old range. With that compelling evi-
dence, campuses have found themselves 
in the middle of a food revolution as 
more and more are starting to offer ded-
icated plant-based restaurant options, 
some with fully vegan dining halls. And 
what’s good for the student body is also 
good for the conference guest as another 
trend in these new dining projects is 
to open them up to the public as well, 
meaning veggie-friendly guests will 
have no problem getting their fill.

GETTING AHEA D 
OF THE TREND
When District Chef Thomas Morisette, 
CEC, was studying for his executive 
chef certification, he says, “There was 
one statistic that really stuck with me.” 
Namely that 15 percent of all college 
students would follow a vegetarian  

Changes in modern eating habits are giving campuses 

 s o m e t h i n g  t o  c h e w  o n 
with many turning to daily servings of  

f r u i t s  &  v e g e t a b l e s .

• p o w e r •

PLANTS
BY  

SELENA 
FRAGASSI
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diet while attending college. “That 
made it pretty clear to us that just serv-
ing pasta and tofu for our vegetarian 
eaters wouldn’t cut it. We had to be 
more innovative.”

Morisette helps run Zag Dining by 
Sodexo, part of the culinary offerings 
at Gonzaga University in Spokane, 
Washington and says the team was sur-
prised by how the vegan population had 
“increased very noticeably” in recent 
years. The campus, which serves 4,800 
students and attracts meeting business 
with a dedicated conference center on-
site, is able to support those eaters with a 
strictly vegetarian option, called Zagri-
culture. It’s one of six distinct platforms 
in the COG dining venue. The COG is 
located in Gonzaga’s John J. Hemming-
son Center, which is open to the public 
and offers 17 meeting spaces available 
for external groups. That provides easy 
access for conference guests to try out 
Zagriculture for breakfast or lunch.

"Since we took over the main dining 
hall, the change has been huge,” says 
Morisette. “Back in the day, the bulk of 
our vegetarian meals were just stir-fry or 
pasta or vegetables with tofu, but now 
we hardly do any tofu dishes.” With the 
ongoing debate about GMOs, heavily 
present in the soybeans from which tofu 
is sourced, progressive dining programs 
are turning to more plant-based pro-
teins. “We use a lot of quinoa, lentils, 
and garbanzo beans instead,” says Mo-
risette. Much of the crops are sourced 
locally in Spokane, and a portion of 
the lettuce (about 25 heads a week) 
comes from Gonzaga’s own hydroponic 
greenhouse. Hydroponics are a modern 
way of growing that doesn’t use soil but 
rather a mineral-rich water supply to 
encourage large yields.

“We had hydroponics on campus 
for about four years in an experimental 
phase in anticipation of developing the 
COG, and the hydroponic greenhouse 
in the John J. Hemmingson Center, 
which opened in August 2015,” says 
Chuck Faulkinberry, director of the 
Center and auxiliary services. It was one 

ZAGR ICULTURE -  GONZAGA  UN IVERS ITY

ZAGR ICULTURE  SALAD  BAR

ZAGR ICULTURE  HYDROPONICS
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of the first of its kind to be connected 
to resident dining on a higher education 
campus, with the idea to allow students 
to participate in cooking classes and 
learn more about farm-to-fork prac-
tices. The greenhouse is also open to the 
public and available for group tours. 

FINDING AN ALLY IN 
THE HUM ANE SOCIETY
Recently, Gonzaga also partnered with 
Ken Botts, food and nutrition manager 
for the Humane Society of the United 
States. Botts does outreach with cam-
puses across the country to train culi-
nary teams and helps them design and 
develop plant-based menus and dining 
programs. This summer, he will be 
working on a multi-day program with 
Gonzaga’s team of chefs. “What’s unique 
about the program is that we teach a 
plant-based whole foods approach using 
ingredients campuses already have in 
their kitchens, like quinoa or steel-cut 
oats, beans, rice, and lentils,” Botts says, 
which is beneficial since more modern 

plant-based meat swaps 
are too pricey for 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
budgets. 

“ T h e 
g r e a t 
thing 

too is that the trainings and consult-
ing we do are free and supported by 
donors.” To date, the program has 
trained more than 1,100 chefs at 60 
campuses nationwide.

There are three reasons why this pro-
gram is gaining steam, Botts says. First 
is sustainability. “Everyone is concerned 
about global warming and they now 
understand that connection between 
animal meat and factory farming and 
what it’s doing to the environment.” 
Many people are also health-conscious. 
“So they want transparency in their 
food; they want to know where it’s 
grown and what’s in it and generally 
want to eat cleaner.” And third is really 
a trend that is pushed by the millennial 
demographic on campuses, says Botts, 
“which is animal welfare issues.”

One example is the University of 
Colorado Boulder, which just opened 
a new state-of-the-art Village Center 
Dining & Community Commons. 
This fall the Center will add on a 
3,000-square-foot greenhouse that 
features more than 150 hydroponic 
towers that will grow lettuce, com-
bined with a unique wash and trans-
port system that seamlessly brings the 
greens to Village Center’s salad bar.

“Anyone at the salad bar can look 
into the greenhouse through glass 
windows to see the greens growing and 
identify where their salad is coming 
from,” says Dan Dykstra, director of 
CU Conference Services. He furthers 
that conference guests and the general 
public are welcome to dine here at any 

time. “It shows a great concept of really 
hands-on food.”

Botts also says that universities like 
the University of Colorado Boulder 
are looking at plant-based dining as 
an option not only to give students 
what they want but also to increase 
participation in dining programs and 
meal plans across the board, including 
conference groups. “There are so many 
personal reasons people like to eat plant-
based, whether that’s spiritual, such as 
those that eat halal, or food allergies, 
or simply because a part of the student 
body comes from countries like China 
or India where plants are a major focus 
of eating.” 

That information inspired three of the 
largest food service contractors in the 
country to “step up and commit to more 
humane supply chains,” he says. Not 
only Sodexo (as in the case of Gonzaga) 
but also Compass and Aramark, the 
latter of which made headlines in 2015 
for their expanded vegan options for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner provided to 
the more than 500 campuses it serves. 

One of the most original dining ser-
vice models is at the University of North 
Texas in Denton where Botts worked 
for 10 years and was instrumental in de-
veloping and rolling out Mean Greens, 
a fully vegan all-you-care-to-eat café. It 
remains the only of its kind in the U.S., 
though Botts mentions he has been 
having recent meetings in New York 
and Boston with universities interested 
in doing something similar.

“[People] want transparency in 
their food; they want to know 

where it’s grown and what’s in it 
and generally want to  

eat cleaner.”

Ken Botts
FOOD AND NUTRITION MANAGER,  

HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES



LEA RNING FROM THE 
EA RLY A DOPTERS 
Another of the originals in this field 
was Yale University in New Haven, 
Connecticut. In 2008, Yale Hospitality 
started gradually converting its menus 
to more plant-based options. “[We] saw 
that U.S. consumption of meat was 
declining as consumers became more 
aware of the impact diet has on health. 
We also recognized that this would 
open up opportunities for us to promote 
and make available plant-based protein 
options,” says a statement on the depart-
ment’s website.

Adam Millman, senior director of 
Yale Dining, also points to a former stu-
dent, who happened to be the daughter 
of organic chef/activist Alice Waters, 
and was very vocal at the time about 
having healthier options for campus 
dining. “She was involved with one 
of our facilities, and we expanded the 
program over the past eight years. It al-
lowed us to be at the forefront of this 
movement,” Millman says. 

Now it’s imple-
mented across the 
board, including 

in group 
c a t e r i n g 
facilitated 
t h r o u g h 

Yale Hospi-
tality. “We 
are primar-

ily a plant-based organization with 85 
percent of our menu devoted to that 
practice.” Yale Hospitality says there are 
more than 35 plant-based protein op-
tions offered each week and a minimum 
of 150 vegetarian/vegan options as well. 
The program has even earned “Grade A” 
distinction by Peta2 for its approach.

Millman furthers there’s a greater reason 
to offering these food options beyond just 
meeting demand. “We fundamentally 
believe health and wellness comes from 
plant-based menus and initiatives.”

Like Gonzaga, the idea at Yale is to 
make vegetables part of the center plate 
and “create excitement through flavor 
profiles,” says Millman. One of the most 
popular items is the blended burger con-
cept (made from mushrooms), which 
Millman says was invented at Yale six 
years ago. “We worked with the Mush-
room Council to create the concept and 
over the last few years it’s gained trac-
tion nationwide.”

Another popular item is a half-roasted 
eggplant, placed in a wood-fired pizza 
oven with some local thyme. “We char it 
so that it becomes buttery on the inside 
and then top it with ricotta, which is 
sourced locally, as well as oven-roasted 
tomatoes,” says Millman who notes that 
64 percent of all ingredients are sourced 
locally. His team has also put a creative 
spin on the traditional BLT, making the 
“bacon” from sweet potatoes that are cut 
thick, brushed with maple syrup and 
black pepper, and cooked in a smoker 

until crispy. 
“We don’t look for ways to hide 

vegetables but rather ways to showcase 
them, so they’re the star of the plate,” 
Millman says. “We strive to reinvent the 
traditional to make it exciting.”

THE GROW ING  
POPULA R ITY 
OF PLANTS
Millman says the success of Yale’s 
program is seen in how the students, 
faculty, and other campus person-
nel have embraced it. It’s become so 
in demand that Yale Hospitality has 
brought a plant-based focus to catering 
for private events and conference groups 
as well. The university estimates that 
more than half of the students choose 
at least one vegetarian dish each week, 
“even though vegans and vegetarians 
comprise just three to four percent of 
the campus population.” 

Gonzaga’s Zagriculture venue has 
also become a popular on-campus at-
traction. “It’s so front and center that 
all the carnivores that eat in the dining 
hall pass by there and see how good 
the food looks, and even they are get-
ting more interested in veggie-based 
dining,” says Faulkinberry. To that 
point, Chef Morisette will help them if 
they want to transition to more plant-
based meals by taking photos of the 
veggie plates that well-versed students 
put together at the self-service station. 
He then shares them for inspiration 
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“We don’t look for ways to hide vegetables 
but rather ways to showcase them, so they’re 
the star of the plate. We strive to reinvent the 

traditional to make it exciting.”

Adam Millman
SENIOR DIRECTOR,  

YALE DINING
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and to show how creative and tasty 
this way of eating can be.

“A word that comes up often with 
some research firms like Technomic is 
‘flexitarian,’ or those people that want 
something lighter and avoid meat for 
whatever reason at any given time. They 
are the ones really driving participation,” 
says Botts, who notes that UNT’s Mean 
Greens café does nearly 1,700 transac-
tions per day. Other initiatives like 
“Meatless Mondays” (where people vow 
to give up meat one day a week) have 
also driven interest. 

Where some universities (or other 
retailers) have made errors, Botts says, 
is in creating “vegan stations” because 
they’re not inclusive. “People that eat 
meat may not go there because they 
think it’s special or different. ...Where 
we have had success is when everyone 
gets to take advantage of the offerings.”

LOOK ING TO 
THE FUTU RE
The advancements in the plant-based 
movement are not plateauing any time 
soon. The way of the future can be seen 
in places like the University of Colo-
rado Boulder, named one of the top 10 
vegan-friendly campuses by “College 
Magazine." The prime example is CU's 
Village Center Dining & Community 
Commons. The 109,000-square-foot, 
LEED-certified facility was a $49 mil-
lion investment and year-and-a-half 
time commitment.

In addition to the aforementioned 
greenhouse, another component is a 
blender bar where students and guests 
can make their own smoothie—by 
working for it. Rather than using elec-
tricity to power the blender, customers 
have to pedal a bicycle to do so. 

All of the ideas for the building were 
highly student-driven. “We held several 
student focus groups and consistently 
have seen the request for more plant-
based food options, with a lot of the 
feedback also including the desire for a 
more sustainable food system,” says Paul 
R. Houle, director of campus dining 

YALE  HOSP ITAL ITY  BLENDED  BURGER  ( a b o v e )  BLT  ( b e l ow )
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services, noting that all ingredients come 
from within 250 miles. 

The features of the building have re-
ceived attention outside the school, from 
local news to the Association of Collegiate 
Conference and Events Directors-Inter-
national (ACCED-I) whose members 
attended a "drive-in". Beyond just a stu-
dent initiative, Dykstra stresses the dining 
hall (which seats 700 indoors and 200 
outdoors) really is for the community of 
Boulder, which has always been progres-
sive in its green ideals.

To that effect, he says, his department 
is already looking for ways to utilize 
the building for visiting groups. “The 
foresight is to incorporate meeting space 
within the complex. As we put together 
sales strategies, we can combine a com-
plete package—not only can you eat at 
this facility but you can meet here as 

well. We are excited to be able to create a 
package for meeting planners that incor-
porates all those aspects.”

Campus officials have also thought 
about the larger picture of how buildings 
like this can impact the surrounding 
areas. In a five-year collaboration with 
the city of Boulder, the university has 
installed biodigestors, which take food 
from dishwashers that is  compressed 
and liquefied and then travels through 
municipal sanitary sewers. The nutrients 
and enzymes help to treat sewage, pro-
viding a more efficient way to turn water 
into a clean supply. 

“If you really talk about the stake-
holders in Village Center, the city of 
Boulder is one as well,” says Dykstra. 
“Our hope is that, if it works well, it can 
be a model that can really take off and 
be used elsewhere.” 

Get Connected
GONZAGA UNIVERSITY
Spokane, WA
UniqueVenues.com/
GonzagaUniversity
(509) 313.6851

HUMANE SOCIETY OF  
THE UNITED STATES
humanesociety.org/mmtoolkit
(202) 452.1100

UNIVERSITY OF  
COLORADO BOULDER
Boulder, CO
UniqueVenues.com/CU
(303) 735.2580

YALE UNIVERSITY
New Haven, CT
UniqueVenues.com/yale
(203) 432.0465

UNIVERS ITY  OF  COLORADO  BOULDER
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Located in a rural New England town in south-central Massachusetts within a 
one-hour’s drive of five major cities, Nichols College offers:

» Air conditioned overnight accommodations in traditional, apartment-style, or
suite-style facilities, all with private or semi-private baths

» Full service dining/catering to accommodate any dietary needs

» Pedestrian friendly campus; localized dining, housing and athletic facilities 

» Air conditioned meeting and breakout facilities including conference rooms,
classrooms, auditoriums and computer labs – equipped with turnkey technology 

» Customized packages that include complimentary WiFi and ample free parking 

» Exceptional on-site event coordination service with attention to detail

CONFERENCES  •   SEMINARS  •   ATHLETIC CAMPS / CLINICS  •   WORKSHOPS  •   RETREATS

DUDLEY,  MASSACHUSETTS

For assistance in planning your event contact:

Cathy Champagne, Conference & Event Manager

508-213-2103
cathy.champagne@nichols.edu  
www.nicholsconferences.com

Plan your next conference or event at Nichols College
Meet inMassachusetts

2178NC15_UniqueVenues_Ad_FINAL.qxp_Layout 1  6/24/15  4:26 PM  Page 1

• Overnight accommodations for conferences, 
summer camps, and interns on our New York City 
and Westchester campuses. 

• Dining and catering options are available for both 
large and small groups.  
 
For more information about spending summer 
at Pace, contact Summer Program Manager 
Gabriela DiRusso at conferencehousing@pace.edu 
or (212) 346-1295.

Summer at
Pace University
We offer: 



CONFERENCE & HOSPITALITY SERVICES 
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, NORTHRIDGE

▪ Air conditioned apartment and suite       
  style housing with complimentary Wi-Fi
▪ Meeting and event space 
▪ On-site swimming pools, basketball and 
  sand volleyball courts
▪ Traditional Dining Hall packages and 
  catering options 

▪ Conveniently located to two major 
  airports, parks, museums, movie and 
  television studios 
▪ Summer conference facilities available  
  June 1 - August 10
▪ Accommodations for groups up to 600
▪ Affordable rates
 

FEATURES

For additional information contact:
Carye Vogt
Manager of Conference & Hospitality Services
(818) 677-4986  /  conferences@csun.edu
www.csun.edu/housing/conference-services

H O U S I N G



The Historic Horseshoe, innovative green facilities, international business 
and unique southern charm can only be discovered at the University of 
South Carolina.  Located in the capitol city of Columbia, let the University of 
South Carolina become home to your next conference or event.  Call today 
to discover how you can call Carolina Home!

www.sc.edu/Conferences
www.sc.edu/CapstoneConferences Call today to begin your journey 803-777-9444

what your next conference can be at UofSC

discover 

utsc.utoronto.ca/conference   
416.287.7356 

conferences@utsc.utoronto.ca

offers exceptional value, service & 
flexibility in a unique setting





Leave your stress behind and kick 
back with your colleagues in a rural 
setting. Relax around the outdoor fire 
circle and let us handle the details of 
your visit. Environmentally focused 
and affordable. Fresh produce, 
meats, and honey provided by local 
farms. Ropes courses and a climbing 
wall for team building. Antique barn 
transformed into a rustic theater. 
Visit the Amish marketplace and 
the alpaca farm, or walk the trails 
around Lake Winnecook. Enjoy day 
trips to the picturesque Maine coast.

Get away...
to Maine for 
the summer

unity.edu/meet

Why come to Riverside?
Hint: We have more than you bargained for!

Service:  One phone call is all you need to make

Location:  Short drive to mountains, beaches, Disneyland and downtown LA

Facilities: Venues for groups from 40 to 4000; great dining options

Rates: Pricing structures for every budget, and good enough to seal the deal

(951) 827-5471     |     conferences.ucr.edu

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services



Missoula, MT
(406) 243-4115
www.umt.edu/

mteventservices

Regarded as Montana’s cultural epicenter, the University of 
Montana sits at the hub of five valleys where three mountain 
rivers converge. With a full-service conference center, UM’s 
Montana Event Services has the space, resources, and 
expertise to make any event an epic experience.
Come for work. Stay for play.



A FAIR

SHARE
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No competition here. 
Campuses are finding ways to share resources 

with each other, and the end result is—

Everyone Wins. 
BY SELENA FRAGASSI



“We’re not out to get each other but 
help each other,” says Kim Araya, 
director, university conferences & 
guest services at American University 
in Washington, D.C. She had the 
idea to establish a D.C. Consortium 
that includes a number of the capi-
tol’s higher education institutions 
all supporting each other in growing 
their conference businesses. 

Representatives from George-
town University, Catholic Univer-
sity of America, Gallaudet Univer-
sity, George Washington University, 
Howard University, Trinity Washing-
ton University, and the University of 
Maryland routinely gather to talk shop 
and see where they can refer clients to 
each other. For example, Araya knows 
she doesn’t have beds available during 
the academic year so she’ll refer those 
needing overnight accommodations 
during these peak times to George-
town Hotel Conference Center, which 
has open rooms year-round. In the 
same token, Georgetown and George 
Washington’s conference depart-
ments will call on American during 
the summer (when beds are open) to 

provide overfl ow intern housing after 
they fi ll up.

It’s an idea that was implemented 
while Araya was working at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, which had a 
smaller but just as successful system 
that looped in St. � omas, Macalester, 
and Hamline Universities.  “� e way 
we see it, there’s plenty of business 
to go around,” says Araya. “And any 
[campuses] that don’t engage in this 
kind of collaboration are just hurting 
themselves.”

� e idea of sharing is not new 
among meeting and event planners—
MeetingsNet recently published an 
article citing offi  cials with Experient, 
a Maritz Global Events Company, 
and diff erent industry conferences 
like IMEX for pushing this idea to 
the forefront. At an IMEX Frankfort 
presentation, for example, Experient’s 
SVP of Strategic Development Gary 
Schirmacher, said the “sky’s the limit” 
for assets that planners can share. 
Décor, equipment, signage, A/V, and 
menus are just a few of the ideas that 
can be cost saving measures for groups 
already using the same venue in a 

short period of time.
But, venues that normally would 

be viewed as competition that are 
now sharing resources—that’s a whole 
new ballgame. 

“It’s kind of like having a hotel 
chain,” Araya says of the D.C. Consor-
tium model. “A Hilton might not refer 
to a Marriott, but they will refer to an-
other Hilton location down the street. 
In that way it becomes a university 
chain.” In her mind, expanding the 
breadth of non-traditional venues like 
fellow campuses only helps to make 
this niche industry stronger. “People 
come to a university for a certain expe-
rience. If they didn’t want that, they’d 
go to convention centers. We have tons 
of great convention centers and hotels 
in D.C., which are much more ex-
pensive, so why not keep the business 
internal?” she furthers. “If [American] 
can’t handle the group, let me at least 
have another university do so.”

Although Georgia State does not 
have offi  cial partnerships with area 
campuses like the D.C. model, they 
also end up referring planners to 
nearby Georgia Tech if they have ex-

“Sharing economies.” In the 
past few years the phrase has become the 

buzzword of the new millennium, referencing 
a slew of convenient mobile applications that 
provide access to shared rides (Uber), shared 
accommodations (Airbnb), shared housework 

(TaskRabbit), even shared working spaces 
(DeskTime). While some people have debated 

how these non-professional pools might be 
affecting traditional industries like hotels 

and transportation, in many ways shar-
ing resources brings a tenet of childhood to 

adulthood and, in so doing, is also incredibly 
smart for all parties involved. 

70 // unique venues // colleges & universities



hausted options on campus. “If there’s 
a group of 1,000 people and I know 
there’s nowhere on campus to accom-
modate their [meeting or event], I 
would tell them we couldn’t do so,  but 
Georgia Tech might be able to assist 
you with the meeting, conference, and 
banquet space they have,” says Donata 
Davis, coordinator, conference & pro-
gram services, university housing at 
Georgia State. 

In return, Davis will often get calls 
from planners that need overnight ac-
commodations that the other Atlanta 
campuses can’t provide. “Many times, 
groups or summer camps have the 
main program held at Georgia Tech 
and they come over here for housing. 
We have two groups that do that,” says 
Davis. “We’re not going to turn anyone 
away if they need accommodations.” 
And because they’re a little less expen-
sive, it can benefi t a group’s bottom line 
to stay with Georgia State.

Araya is also quick to point out 
the upper hand a planner gets in this 
unique situation. “If you think about it, 
our reputation is on the line, so we go 
above and beyond to make an impres-
sion,” she admits. “When you’ve been 
referred, you want to make sure that 
client has a good experience. You don’t 
want them to go back to the original 
university with bad feedback.”

� is is why it’s important to have 
faith in the fellow business partners, 
too. “I personally know the confer-
ence department heads at each of our 
venues and know I can trust referring 
business there,” says Araya. Not only 
do the members of the Consortium get 
together for meetings each semester, 
but they also make dedicated visits to 
the other properties to stay on top of 
what they have to off er. “We do tours of 
each other’s campuses and see the new 
spaces and amenities, so we can talk 
about them with clients,” she contin-
ues. She also notes that partnering with 
chambers of commerce and visitors and 
convention bureaus is another great 
way to promote features on campus.

It’s not just meeting spaces and resi-
dence halls where this synergy comes 
into play, either. Araya says speakers 
are another example of how campuses 
are pooling resources. “If a speaker is 
already in town for a conference, then 
maybe that venue can let me know 
about him or her. If we can also book 
them, we can end up splitting the cost,” 
she says, admitting, “I think we’re get-
ting better in our industry.” � ough 
some may disagree with her, Araya 
furthers, “I haven’t ever seen this rela-
tionship as a detriment. I haven’t seen 
anyone try to underhand or undermine 
us, or take advantage of our knowledge 
or generosity.”

And the reach is only growing. “I’ve 
now had people with universities in the 

South that want to come visit us to see 
what we off er for groups that do busi-
ness in D.C.,” says Araya. “� at only 
makes us more credible.” 

Get Connected
American University
Washington, D.C.
UniqueVenues.com/AmericanUniv
(202) 885.8247

Georgia State University Housing  
Conference Services
Atlanta, GA
UniqueVenues.com/GeorgiaState
(404) 413.1994

Pictured above:  
Georgia State 

University  has  a 
good amount of 

housing, which is 
shared with nearby 
Georgia Tech Uni-

versity when the 
need arises.

Pictured at right: 
The campus of 

American Universi-
ty, which is behind 
a D.C. Consortium 

of local universities 
all working together 
to share resources.
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Saint Anselm College, Manchester, New Hampshire
www.anselm.edu/events     603.222.4280

Meetings.Camps.Conferences.Special Events.
MEET AT SAINT ANSELM

IN THE HEART OF SEATTLE
Some cities claim to thrive, but the 
streets of Seattle pulse with vitality. 
A few steps beyond the downtown 
bustle is a campus that’s an urban 
wildlife sanctuary. Picture restful 
accommodations, meeting facilities 
with tech wizardry, award-winning 
catering and a staff  that under-
stands good service.

Conference and Event Services
901 12th Avenue, Seattle, WA 
98122-1090
206-296-5620 
http://seattleu.edu/ces /
conferences@seattleu.edu
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news & awards BY SELENA FRAGASSI

INDUSTRY UPDATES

A MILLION REASONS  
to Love Renovation at Salve Regina University 

It was an event two years in the making when administrators unveiled 
the new O’Hare Academic Building at Salve Regina University this 
spring. �e multi-million dollar project not only overhauled the crown 
jewel of the Newport, Rhode Island campus, but it also added 23,000 
square feet of space in the form of state-of-the-art classrooms, labo-
ratories, and collaborative workspaces. Architects from the Robinson 
Green Beretta group expertly kept the integrity of the building’s Bau-
haus style, while also adding in modern touches. In addition to the 
functional classroom space, the expanded O’Hare Academic Building 
features two updated lecture halls, an expanded café, and indoor and 
outdoor areas for dining, networking, and informal meetings. Guests 
can also enjoy common spaces on outdoor terraces overlooking the 
university’s oceanfront grounds. UniqueVenues.com/SalveRegina

MCNAMARA ALUMNI CENTER GOES PRO  
WITH RYDER CUP KICKOFF DINNER

Last September, the University of Minnesota welcomed American and 
European professional golfers, captains, and tournament officials to its 

campus for a special welcome dinner to celebrate the start of the Ryder 
Cup, which was held in nearby Chaska. After PGA officials toured the 

grounds and the marquee building, McNamara Alumni Hall, they were 
smitten with its Memorial Hall as a venue choice, citing the rich copper 

and wood tones for providing a perfectly masculine backdrop for an 
upscale event. The long communal tables were set with gold charger 

plates and chiavari chairs, along with purple calla lilies and hydrangeas. 
A five-course dinner was provided by D’Amico Catering. The menu 

included Minnesota-inspired items like braised bison short ribs, seared 
sea bass, warm wild rice and cranberry walnut bread, and smoked trout 

with horseradish, along with wine pairings.
UniqueVenues.com/mcnamara

Alumni Centre at University of British 
Columbia Gets Award of Excellence

When the 2016 Urban Development Institute 
Awards for Excellence were announced, among 
the group of elite winners was the Robert H. 
Lee Alumni Center at the University of British 
Columbia in Vancouver. The new meeting and 
social space in the heart of campus took home the 
top honor in the “institutional” category, which 
recognizes buildings that add to the community 
and local urban landscape. An independent jury 
assesses each nominee for building design; public 
spaces; sustainability measures; livability factors; 
financials; and project success. 

UniqueVenues.ca/LeeAlumniCentre



WATER-SAVING 
MEASURES 
FLOW AT 
UNIVERSITY OF 
SAN DIEGO 
Though California has received 
record-breaking rainfall and snow 
the past few months, much of the 
state has been affected by a multi-year 
drought, particularly in the southern 
regions, which have semi-arid climates. 
To do their part to conserve water 
usage, officials with the University of 
San Diego partnered with Whirley-
DrinkWorks! out of Pennsylvania for 
an innovative idea. In October 2016, 
they launched the Sustain-A-Bottle 
Freestyle program that asked the 
student body to purchase BPA-free 
“reusable smart bottles” that have 
RFID chips; students then purchase a 
semester’s worth of drinking water and 
refill the bottle at convenient stations 
within dining service locations (also 
allowing them to bypass the cashier 
line). Not only does this help reduce 
landfill waste but using refillable bottles 
helps conserve water and cuts down 
on a supply that might otherwise be 
poured down the drain since there 
is investment in the pre-purchase 
model. USD is the first campus on 
the West Coast to offer the program.
UniqueVenues.com/USD

DREW UNIVERSITY / MADISON, NJ

Nestled in 
the Forest…
minutes  
from rail  
and interstate.

973.408.3559 
events@drew.edu
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Weddings • Conferences • Cocktail Parties 
Holiday Parties • Social Events • Fundraisers

www.harbortowerevents.com  
410.454.3033 

harbortowerevents@restaurantassociates.com

Baltimore’s most sought after venue.
Contemporary event space on the waterfront.

A passion for food, an obsession for detail.
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CANADA
ALBERTA

Arts Commons // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/ArtsCommons
Camp Chief Hector YMCA // Exshaw
uniquevenues.ca/CampChiefHector

Civic on Third // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/CiviconThird

Dow Centennial Centre // Fort Saskatchewan
uniquevenues.ca/dowcentennialcentre

Evergreen Theatre & Community Spaces  
// Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/EvergreenTheatre

Glenbow Museum // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/Glenbow

Hive Gallery and Gatherings // Canmore
uniquevenues.ca/HiveGallery

MacEwan University // Edmonton
uniquevenues.ca/MacEwanUniv

Metropolitan Centre // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/MetropolitanCentre

Mount Royal University - Event and Theatre 
Services // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/MRUECS

Olds College // Olds
uniquevenues.ca/Olds-College

The Kahanoff Conference Centre // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/Kahanoff

University of Calgary // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/UnivCalgary

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Anvil Centre // New Westminster
uniquevenues.ca/AnvilCentre

Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art  
// Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/BillReidGallery

Deeley Exhibition // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/deeleymotorcycleexhibition

False Creek Yacht Club // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/FalseCreekYachtClub

Hard Rock Casino Vancouver // Coquitlam
uniquevenues.ca/HardRockCasinoVancouver

Nest Conferences and Catering // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/AMS

Pacific National Exhibition // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/PNEBC

THE FOLLOWING PAGES FEATURE A COMPREHENSIVE INDEX OF ALL THE UNIQUE VENUES 

MEMBERS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA. EACH LISTING IS ORGANIZED 

ALPHABETICALLY FOR EASE OF USE AND FEATURES THE NAME OF THE VENUE, CITY AND 

UNIQUE VENUES WEBSITE ADDRESS, WHICH HOLDS EVEN MORE INFORMATION FOR PLANNERS.

start your
 SEARCH now

F o r  i n - d e p t h  i n f o r m a t i o n 
i n c l u d i n g  p h o t o s ,  v i d e o , 

r e n t a l  f e e s  a n d  m o r e ,  v i s i t 

UniqueVenues.com 
a n d 

U n i q u e Ve n u e s. c a
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Painted Boat Resort // Madeira Park-Sunshine 
Coast
uniquevenues.ca/PaintedBoat

Residence & Conference Centre - Kamloops  
// Kamloops
uniquevenues.ca/ThompsonRiversKamloops

Robert H Lee Alumni Centre UBC // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/LeeAlumniCentre

Sea to Sky Gondola // Squamish
uniquevenues.ca/SeatoSky

Simon Fraser University - Burnaby  
// Burnaby

uniquevenues.ca/SimonFraser

Simon Fraser University - Downtown 
Vancouver // Vancouver

uniquevenues.ca/MorrisWosk

The Profile Million Dollar View Room // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/TheProfile

University of British Columbia - Vancouver  
// Vancouver

uniquevenues.ca/UBC

Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre  
// Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverAquarium

Vancouver Island University // Nanaimo
uniquevenues.ca/VIU

Vancouver Lookout // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverLookout

Waterview // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/WaterviewBC

YMCA Camp Elphinstone // Gibsons
uniquevenues.ca/CampElphinstone

MANITOBA

Canadian Museum for Human Rights  
// Winnipeg
uniquevenues.ca/
CanadianMuseumforHumanRights

NEW BRUNSWICK

Huntsman Fundy Discovery Aquarium  
// St. Andrews
uniquevenues.ca/HuntsmanFundy

University of New Brunswick Conference 
Services // Fredericton

uniquevenues.ca/UNB

NEWFOUNDLAND

Memorial University of Newfoundland - St. 
John’s Campus // St. John’s
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUnivStJohns

Memorial University, Grenfell Campus  
// Corner Brook
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUniv

NOVA SCOTIA

Mount Saint Vincent University // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/MSVU

Namaste Esperanza // Newport
uniquevenues.ca/NamasteEsperanza

Saint Mary’s University // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/SaintMarysUniversity

University of King’s College // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/UnivKingsCollege

ONTARIO

BMO Education & Conference Centre // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/BMOEducationCC

Breather 330 Bay Street // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/Breather330BaySt

Breather 357 Bay Street // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/Breather357Bayst

Breather 555 Richmond Street // Toronto
uniquevenues.com/Breather555Richmond

Breather Peter Street // Toronto
uniquevenues.com/BreatherPeterSt

Breather Spadina Ave // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/BreatherSpadina

Brescia University College // London
uniquevenues.ca/BresciaUniv

Brock University // St. Catharines
uniquevenues.ca/Brock

Carleton University, Conference Services  
// Ottawa

uniquevenues.ca/CarletonUniv

CN Tower // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/CNTower

&Company Resto Bar // Mississauga
uniquevenues.ca/andCompany

Distinction by Sodexo at Canadian War Museum 
// Ottawa
uniquevenues.ca/CanadianWarMuseum

Fanshawe College Conference Services  
// London

uniquevenues.ca/fanshawecollege

Georgian Conference and Event Services  
// Barrie

uniquevenues.ca/GeorgianConferenceServices

Glendon College - Accommodation and 
Conference Services // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/Glendon

Golden Beach Resort // Roseneath
uniquevenues.ca/GoldenBeach

Humber Accommodations & Conference 
Services // Toronto

uniquevenues.ca/Humber

Ivey Tangerine Leadership Centre // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/iveying

Long Point Eco-Adventures // St. Williams
uniquevenues.ca/LongPointEcoLodge

NAV Centre // Cornwall
uniquevenues.ca/NAVCentre

Residence & Conference Centre - Hamilton   
// Hamilton
uniquevenues.ca/MohawkHamilton

Residence & Conference Centre - Niagara-on-
the-Lake // Niagara on the Lake
uniquevenues.ca/NiagaraNOTL

Residence & Conference Centre - Oshawa  
// Oshawa
uniquevenues.ca/DurhamCollege

Residence & Conference Centre - Toronto  
// Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/SenecaNewnham

Residence & Conference Centre - Toronto 
Downtown // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/RCCToronto

Residence & Conference Centre - Windsor  
// Windsor
uniquevenues.ca/rccstclaircollege

Ryerson Conference Services and Lodging  
// Toronto

uniquevenues.ca/ryerson



 78 // unique venues // colleges & universities

Sheridan Conference Centre & Residence  
// Oakville

uniquevenues.ca/SheridanOakville

St. Andrew’s Club & Conference Centre // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/standrewsclub

St. Lawrence College Conference Services  
// Kingston
uniquevenues.ca/StLawrence

The Second City Toronto // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/secondcitytoronto

TMX Broadcast Centre // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/TMXBroadcast

Trent University // Peterborough
uniquevenues.ca/TrentUniv

University of Toronto at Scarborough  
// Scarborough

uniquevenues.ca/utorontoscarborough

University of Waterloo // Waterloo
uniquevenues.ca/UnivWaterloo

Western University // London
uniquevenues.ca/uwesternontario

QUEBEC

Bishop’s University // Sherbrooke
uniquevenues.ca/BishopsUniversity

Centre Mont-Royal // Montreal
uniquevenues.ca/CentreMont-Royal

Distinction by Sodexo at the Canadian 
Museum of History // Gatineau

uniquevenues.ca/CAMuseumHistory

SASKATCHEWAN

Kinasao Lutheran Bible Camp  
// Christopher Lake
uniquevenues.ca/Kinasaolutheran

USA
ALABAMA

Tom Bevill Conference Center & Hotel  
// Huntsville

uniquevenues.com/BevillConfCenter

ARIZONA

AMC Esplanade 14 // Phoenix
uniquevenues.com/AMCEsplanade14

ClubCorp Venues - Phoenix/Scottsdale Metro  
// Scottsdale
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpScottsdale

Livewire // Scottsdale
uniquevenues.com/Livewire

Mod // Phoenix
uniquevenues.com/Mod

Parsons Center // Phoenix
uniquevenues.com/ParsonsCenter

Sea of Glass - Center for the Arts // Tucson
uniquevenues.com/seaofglass

The Colonnade at Peoria Sports Complex  
// Peoria
uniquevenues.com/PeoriaSportsComplex

The Falls Event Center // Gilbert
uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenter

Thunderbird Executive Inn & Conference 
Center // Glendale

uniquevenues.com/ThunderbirdExecutiveInn

ARKANSAS

Arkansas 4-H Center // Little Rock
uniquevenues.com/arkansas4hcenter

CALIFORNIA

AMA San Francisco Conference Center  
// San Francisco

uniquevenues.com/amasanfrancisco

AMC Bay Street 16 // Emeryville
uniquevenues.com/AMCBayStreet

AMC Burbank 16 // Burbank
uniquevenues.com/AMCBurbank16

AMC Mercado 20 // Santa Clara
uniquevenues.com/AMCMercado

AMC Van Ness 14 // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/AMCVanNess

Aquarium of The Pacific // Long Beach
uniquevenues.com/AquariumofPacific

Art Deco Event Loft // Santa Monica
uniquevenues.com/ArtDecoEventLoft

Bently Reserve // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BentlyReserve

Breather 11th St // Santa Monica
uniquevenues.com/Breather11thSt

Breather Brannan St // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherBrannan

Breather E. 8th Street // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/BreatherE8thSt

Breather Electric Ave // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/BreatherElectricAve

Breather Hallidie Plaza // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherHallidie

Breather Harrison St // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherHarrison

Breather Howard St // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherHoward

Breather Market St // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherMarketSt

Breather Mission St // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherMission

Breather New Montgomery // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherNewMontgomery

Breather Rose Ave // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/Breather555Rose

Breather Wilshire Blvd // Santa Monica
uniquevenues.com/Breather631Wilshire

California State University Channel Islands 
// Camarillo

uniquevenues.com/calstatechannelislands

California State University, Northridge  
// Northridge

uniquevenues.com/CalStateNorthridge

California State University, Northridge - 
University Student Union // Northridge

uniquevenues.com/CSUNUSU

Catalina Island Chamber of Commerce & 
Visitors Bureau // Avalon

uniquevenues.com/catalinachamber

Centre Concord // Concord
uniquevenues.com/CentreConcord

Chapman University // Orange
uniquevenues.com/Chapman
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ClubCorp Venues - Los Angeles/Orange County 
Metro // Costa Mesa
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpCostaMesa

ClubCorp Venues - San Diego Metro // San Diego
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpSanDiego

Dolce Hayes Mansion // San Jose
uniquevenues.com/hayesmansion

El Rey Theatre // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/ElReyTheatre

Esports Arena // Santa Ana
uniquevenues.com/eSportsArena

Hard Rock Cafe - San Francisco  
// San Francisco

uniquevenues.com/HardRockSanFrancisco

Hubble Studio // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/HubbleStudio

Loyola Marymount University // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/LoyolaMarymount

Meetings & Events @ Edwards Irvine 
Spectrum 21 IMAX & RPX // Irvine

uniquevenues.com/EdwardsIrvine

Meetings & Events @ Edwards Mira Mesa 
Stadium 18 IMAX & RPX // San Diego

uniquevenues.com/EdwardsMiraMesa

Mountain Winery // Saratoga
uniquevenues.com/MountainWinery

Occidental College // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/Occidental

Pali Retreat // Running Springs
uniquevenues.com/PaliMountain

Pepperdine University // Malibu
uniquevenues.com/Pepperdine

Pickwick Gardens Conference Center  
// Burbank

uniquevenues.com/Pickwick

Pomona College // Claremont
uniquevenues.com/PomonaCollege

Regency Center // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/RegencyCenter

Roxy Theatre // West Hollywood
uniquevenues.com/RoxyTheatre

San Diego State University // San Diego
uniquevenues.com/SanDiegoState

MAKE US YOUR MEETING PLACE ...

www.uniquevenues.com/ 
UWPlatteville

www.uwplatt.edu/event-services | 608.342.1451 UW-Platteville

909-748-8116
www.redlands.edu/eventservices 
events@redlands.edu

UNIVERSITY OF REDLANDS EVENT SERVICES

Conferences, Special Events & Weddings

EVS-16-001 Event Services Unique Venues Ad r4.indd   1 5/31/16   4:07 PM
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San Francisco State University Conference 
and Event Services // San Francisco

uniquevenues.com/SFSU

San Jose State University // San Jose
uniquevenues.com/sjsu

San Ramon Valley Conference Center  
// San Ramon

uniquevenues.com/sanramonvalleycc

Santa Clara University // Santa Clara
uniquevenues.com/SantaClaraUniv

Shrine Auditorium & Expo Hall // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/ShrineAuditorium

Sonoma State University // Rohnert Park
uniquevenues.com/SonomaState

Summer Conference Services at CSU San 
Marcos // San Marcos

uniquevenues.com/quadcsusanmarcos

The Falls Event Center Elk Grove // Elk Grove
uniquevenues.com/TheFallsEventCenterElkGrove

The Falls Event Center Fresno // Fresno
uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenterFresno

The Falls Event Center Roseville // Roseville
uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenterRoseville

The Fonda Theatre // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/FondaTheatre

The Lodge Beverly Hills // Beverly Hills
uniquevenues.com/LodgeBeverlyHills

The Novo and The Lounge // Los Angeles 
uniquevenues.com/theNovo

The Pearl SF // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/thepearlsf

The Warfield // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/TheWarfield

UCLA Lake Arrowhead Conference Center  
// Lake Arrowhead

uniquevenues.com/UCLALakeArrowhead

University of California, Los Angeles  
// Los Angeles

uniquevenues.com/ucla

University of California, Riverside  
// Riverside

uniquevenues.com/UCRiverside

University of California, Riverside - Palm Desert 
Center // Palm Desert
uniquevenues.com/ucrpalmdesert

University of California, Santa Barbara  
// Santa Barbara
uniquevenues.com/UCSB

University of Redlands // Redlands
uniquevenues.com/UnivRedlands

University of San Diego - Hospitality Services 
// San Diego

uniquevenues.com/USD

Whittier College // Whittier
uniquevenues.com/WhittierCollege

Yokayo Ranch // Ukiah
uniquevenues.com/YokayoRanch

COLORADO

AEG Live Denver // Denver
uniquevenues.com/AEGLiveDenver

AMC Flatiron Crossing 14 // Broomfield
uniquevenues.com/AMCFlatiron

Aspen Canyon Ranch // Parshall
uniquevenues.com/AspenCanyon

Boettcher Mansion // Golden
uniquevenues.com/BoettcherMansion

Cascade Village // Durango
uniquevenues.com/CascadeVillage

Church Ranch Event Center // Westminster
uniquevenues.com/ChurchRanchEventCtr

Clock Tower Events // Denver
uniquevenues.com/clocktowerevents

Colorado Christian University // Lakewood
uniquevenues.com/CCU

Colorado College // Colorado Springs
uniquevenues.com/coloradocollege

Colorado State University // Fort Collins
uniquevenues.com/CSU

Denver Field House // Denver
uniquevenues.com/DenverFieldHouse

Grant Humphreys Mansion // Denver
uniquevenues.com/GrantHumphreysMansion

History Colorado Center // Denver
uniquevenues.com/ColoradoHistoryMuseum

Howl at the Moon // Denver
uniquevenues.com/HowlDenver

Jazz@Jack’s // Denver
uniquevenues.com/JazzatJacks

Meetings & Events @ UA Denver Pavilions 
Stadium 15 & RPX // Denver

uniquevenues.com/DenverPavilions

Pueblo Community College // Pueblo
uniquevenues.com/pueblocc

Silver Cliff Ranch // Nathrop
uniquevenues.com/SilverCliffRanch

The Dome at AMG // Greenwood Village
uniquevenues.com/TheDome

The Falls Event Center Littleton // Littleton
uniquevenues.com/fallseventctrlittleton

University of Colorado - Colorado Springs 
// Colorado Springs

uniquevenues.com/uccs

University of Colorado Boulder // Boulder
uniquevenues.com/CU

University of Denver // Denver
uniquevenues.com/uofdenver

Wash Park Studio // Denver
uniquevenues.com/WashParkStudio

CONNECTICUT

Albertus Magnus College // New Haven
uniquevenues.com/AlbertusMagnus

The Amber Room Colonnade // Danbury
uniquevenues.com/amberroom

Toyota Presents Oakdale Theatre // Wallingford
uniquevenues.com/OakdaleTheatre

University of Hartford Gray Conference 
Center // West Hartford

uniquevenues.com/UnivHartford

Yale University // New Haven
uniquevenues.com/yale

DELAWARE

Chase Center on the Riverfront // Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/ChaseCenter

Goodstay Mansion & Gardens // Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/UDelWilmington
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University of Delaware Conference and Event 
Services // Newark

uniquevenues.com/UnivDelawareNewark

Virden Retreat Center // Lewes
uniquevenues.com/Virden

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

1331 G Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/1331gconferencecntr

20 F Street NW Conference Center  
// Washington

uniquevenues.com/20fstreetcc

AMA Washington, DC Executive Conference 
Center // Washington

uniquevenues.com/AMADC

AMC Georgetown 14 // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AMCGeorgetown14

American University // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AmericanUniv

Arcuri DC Eat + Drink // Washington
uniquevenues.com/arcuridc

Arts Club of Washington // Washington
uniquevenues.com/ArtsClub

Bistro Bistro // Washington
uniquevenues.com/BistroBistro

Bobby McKey’s Dueling Piano Bar  
// National Harbor-MD

uniquevenues.com/bobbymckeys

Breather 15th Street // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Breather15thStDC

Breather DeSales // Washington
uniquevenues.com/BreatherDeSales

Breather Thomas Circle // Washington
uniquevenues.com/BreatherThomasCir

Corvias Conference Venue at Howard 
University // Washington

uniquevenues.com/CorviasHowardUniv

Credit Union House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/CreditUnionHouse

District Architecture Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/DistrictArchitectureCenter

Downtown DC Event Space - WDCEP  
// Washington

uniquevenues.com/DCPartnership

The professional staff at IUP Conference Services 
will assist you in planning and implementing your 
event at any of the many venues on our beautiful 

campus, including the 150,000 square-foot 
Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex. 
In addition, our suite-style residence halls are 

available to our summer residential
conference attendees. 

Please contact us to discuss how we can help 
you coordinate your conference details and 

accomplish your objectives.

Kathleen Evanko, CPP, Director, Conference Services
724-357-2227    Kathleen.Evanko@iup.edu

 www.iup.edu/conferenceservices
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Dumbarton House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/DumbartonHouse

Elizabeth’s on L // Washington
uniquevenues.com/elizabethsonl

Escape Room Live // Washington
uniquevenues.com/EscapeRoomLive

Event Space DC // Washington
uniquevenues.com/EventSpaceDC

Fathom Gallery // Washington
uniquevenues.com/FathomGallery

FHI360 Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AEDConferenceCenter

Georgetown University // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Georgetown

Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital  
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/hillcenter

Hillyer Art Space // Washington
uniquevenues.com/hillyerartspace

Josephine Butler Parks Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/josephinebutlercenter

Kramerbooks & Afterwords Cafe // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Kramerbooks

Madame Tussauds Washington DC  
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/MadameTussaudsDC

Mangia DC Food Tours // Washington
uniquevenues.com/MangiaDCFoodTours

Meetings & Events @ Regal Gallery Place 
Stadium 14 // Washington

uniquevenues.com/RegalGalleryPl

MESS HALL // Washington
uniquevenues.com/MessHallDC

National Cathedral School // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NationalCathedralSchool

Nationals Park // Washington
uniquevenues.com/nationalspark

OpenGov Hub // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/OpenGovHub

Partnership for Public Service Conference Center 
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/PartnershipConferenceCenter

President Lincoln’s Cottage // Washington
uniquevenues.com/PresidentLincolnsCottage

Sauf Haus Bier Hall and Garden // Washington
uniquevenues.com/SaufHaus

The Carriage House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/CarriageHouse

The Catholic University of America  
// Washington

uniquevenues.com/CUA

The City Club of Washington // Washington
uniquevenues.com/cityclubwashington

The Grill From Ipanema // Washington
uniquevenues.com/GrillfromIpanema

The Loft at 600 F // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Loftat600F

The Loft at Dacha Beer Garden // Washington DC
uniquevenues.com/DachaLoft

The National Archives Museum // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NationalArchives

The National Press Club // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NationalPressClub

Trinity Washington University // Washington, 
UniqueVenues.com/trinitycenterdc 

The Warner Theatre // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WarnerTheatre

The Whittemore House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WhittemoreHouse

US Navy Memorial // Washington
uniquevenues.com/USNavyMemorial

FLORIDA

AMC Altamonte Mall 18 // Altamonte Springs
uniquevenues.com/AMCAltamonteMall

AMC Aventura Mall 24 // Aventura
uniquevenues.com/AMCAventura

Building.co // Miami
uniquevenues.com/building.co

ClubCorp Venues - Tampa/Orlando/Jacksonville 
// Tampa
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpTampa

Florida Gulf Coast University // Fort Myers
uniquevenues.com/floridagulfcoast

Gallery J // Winter Springs
uniquevenues.com/GalleryJ

Germack Event Venue // Fort Lauderdale
uniquevenues.com/GermackBanquetHall

Lou La Vie Gallery // Miami
uniquevenues.com/LouLaVie

Meetings & Events @ Regal Kendall Village 
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX // Miami

uniquevenues.com/RegalKendallVillage

Meetings & Events @ Regal Pointe Orlando 
Stadium 20 & IMAX // Orlando

uniquevenues.com/RegalPointeOrlando

Meetings & Events @ Regal South Beach 
Stadium 18 // Miami

uniquevenues.com/RegalSoBeach

Meetings & Events @ Regal Waterford Lakes 
Stadium 20 & IMAX // Orlando

uniquevenues.com/RegalWaterfordLakes

Tallahassee Community College Conference & 
Events // Tallahassee
uniquevenues.com/TallahasseeCC

University of Florida Conference Services  
// Gainesville

uniquevenues.com/UnivFlorida

University of Miami, Division of Student 
Affairs - Conference Services // Coral Gables

uniquevenues.com/UnivMiami

University of South Florida-St. Petersburg  
// St. Petersburg
uniquevenues.com/USFStPetersburg

GEORGIA

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College  
// Tifton

uniquevenues.com/ABAC

AMA Atlanta Conference Center // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/amaatlanta

AMC Parkway Pointe 15 // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/AMCParkwayPointe

Armstrong State University // Savannah
uniquevenues.com/armstrongcenter

Atlanta Metropolitan State College // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/amsc

ClubCorp Venues - Atlanta Metro // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpAtlanta
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College of Coastal Georgia // Brunswick
uniquevenues.com/CCGA

Dalton State College // Dalton
uniquevenues.com/DaltonState

East Georgia State College // Swainsboro
uniquevenues.com/EGA

Emory University // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/EmoryUniv

Georgia Institute of Technology // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/georgiatech

Georgia International Horse Park // Conyers
uniquevenues.com/GAHorsePark

Georgia Southern University // Statesboro
uniquevenues.com/georgiasouthern

Georgia State University Housing - 
Conference Services // Atlanta

uniquevenues.com/GeorgiaState

Meetings & Events @ Regal Atlantic Station 
Stadium 18 IMAX & RPX // Atlanta

uniquevenues.com/RegalAtlanticStation

Meetings & Events @ Regal Avalon 12  
// Alpharetta
uniquevenues.com/RegalAvalon

Meetings & Events @ Regal Perimeter 
Pointe Stadium 10 // Atlanta

uniquevenues.com/RegalPerimeter

Oxford College of Emory University // Oxford
uniquevenues.com/oxfordcollegeofemory

Student Activities Center at Clayton State 
University // Morrow
uniquevenues.com/SACClayton

Terminus 330 // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/terminus330

The Ark at Lake Lanier // Gainesville
uniquevenues.com/ArkatLakeLanier

The Classic Center // Athens
uniquevenues.com/ClassicCenter

The Dennard Conference Center // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/ClevelandDennardCenter

University of Georgia Hotel and Conference 
Center // Athens

uniquevenues.com/ugcce

Downtown Portland
What’s not to love?

N A T U R E C O F F E E F O O D B E E R 

Check Us Out At Uplacehotel.com
(or spend more somewhere else)

Save Your Money for the Fun Stu� 
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Young Harris College // Young Harris
uniquevenues.com/YoungHarrisCollege

HAWAII

Pride of Maui // Wailuku
uniquevenues.com/PrideofMaui

IDAHO

North Idaho College // Coeur d’Alene
uniquevenues.com/nic

University of Idaho - University Support Services 
// Moscow
uniquevenues.com/UnivIdaho

ILLINOIS

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum 
// Springfield
uniquevenues.com/LincolnLibrary

AceBounce // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/AceBounce

AMC River East 21 // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/AMCRiverEast

American Dental Association // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/AmericanDentalAssoc

Breather Franklin // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/BreatherFranklin

Breather W. Erie // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/BreatherWestErie

Breather W. Huron St // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/BreatherWHuron

Breather W. Jackson // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/BreatherWestJackson

Charles A. Hayes Family Investment Center  
// Chicago
uniquevenues.com/FamilyInvestmentCenter

Chicago Botanic Garden // Glencoe
uniquevenues.com/ChicagoBotanicGarden

Chicago Meeting Solutions // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/OfficeEvolution

Chicago Southland Convention & Visitors 
Bureau // Lansing

uniquevenues.com/chicagosouthland

Chicago’s North Shore Convention and 
Visitor’s Bureau // Skokie

uniquevenues.com/ChicagoNorthShoreCVB

ClubCorp Venues - Chicago Metro // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpChicago

Conference Chicago at University Center  
// Chicago

uniquevenues.com/ConferenceChicago

Elgin Community College // Elgin
uniquevenues.com/elgincc

Esplanade Lakes at DoubleTree Suites by 
Hilton Hotel & Conference Center  

// Downers Grove
uniquevenues.com/doubletreecc

Illinois State University // Normal
uniquevenues.com/IllinoisState

Judson University // Elgin
uniquevenues.com/JudsonUniversity

Lake Williamson Christian Center  
// Carlinville

uniquevenues.com/LakeWilliamsonCenter

Lewis University // Romeoville
uniquevenues.com/LewisUniv

Loyola University Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/loyolachicago

Loyola University Chicago Retreat & Ecology 
Campus // Woodstock
uniquevenues.com/LUCRetreatCenter

McHenry County College // Crystal Lake
uniquevenues.com/McHenryCC

Meetings & Events @ Regal City North 
Stadium 14 // Chicago

uniquevenues.com/RegalCityNorth

Meetings & Events @ Regal Webster Place 
11 // Chicago

uniquevenues.com/RegalWebster

Museum of Science and Industry // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/MSIChicago

Navy Pier Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/NavyPier

North Central College // Naperville
uniquevenues.com/NCCollege

North Shore Conference Center at Double Tree by 
Hilton Chicago North Shore // Skokie
uniquevenues.com/NorthShoreCC

Northern Illinois University Conference Centers 
// Naperville
uniquevenues.com/NIUConferenceCenters

Oak Brook Hills Resort and Conference 
Center at Hilton Chicago // Oak Brook

uniquevenues.com/OakBrookHills

OFFSITE Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/OffsiteChicago

Southern Illinois University Carbondale  
// Carbondale
uniquevenues.com/siuc

The Field Museum // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/FieldMuseum

The Grove Redfield Estate // Glenview
uniquevenues.com/GroveRedfieldEstate

The Student Life Center at East-West 
University // Chicago

uniquevenues.com/SLC@EWU

The University of Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/UChicago

University of Illinois Conferences and 
Special Events // Champaign

uniquevenues.com/uillinoisconferences

Western Illinois University // Macomb
uniquevenues.com/westernillinoisuniversity

INDIANA

AMC Indianapolis 17 // Indianapolis
uniquevenues.com/AMCIndianapolis17

Anderson University // Anderson
uniquevenues.com/Anderson

Ball State University // Muncie
uniquevenues.com/BallState

Howl at the Moon - Indianapolis // Indianapolis
uniquevenues.com/HowlIndianapolis

Monroe Convention Center // Bloomington
uniquevenues.com/bloomingtonmonroecc

Palais Royale at Morris Performing Arts Center 
// South Bend
uniquevenues.com/PalaisRoyale2

Purdue University // West Lafayette
uniquevenues.com/Purdue

Saint Mary’s College // Notre Dame
uniquevenues.com/SaintMarysCollege

University of Indianapolis // Indianapolis
uniquevenues.com/UnivIndianapolis
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MEETING, EVENT 
& CONFERENCE 
SERVICES

CONFERENCE
AND GUEST 
ACCOMMODATIONS

meetbby@sfu.ca | sfu.ca/mecs
     @SFUMECS 

 stayhere@sfu.ca | sfu.ca/stayhere
      @SFUstayhere 

Stay Dine Meet

I T’S  A L L  H E R E !
Play

Simon Fraser University - Burnaby B.C.

     @SFUMECS       @SFUstayhere 

A Truly Unique Venue in the Heart of Cleveland

Take a virtual tour of our event spaces online at:
case.edu/universitycenter

University of Notre Dame // Notre Dame
uniquevenues.com/notredameconfcenter

Zionsville Performing Arts Center // Zionsville
uniquevenues.com/ZionsvillePAC

IOWA

Iowa State Center // Ames
uniquevenues.com/IowaStateCenter

Iowa State University // Ames
uniquevenues.com/IowaState

Sunstream Retreat Center // Ogden
uniquevenues.com/Sunstream

KANSAS

AMC Studio 28 // Olathe
uniquevenues.com/AMCStudio28

KENTUCKY

Buffalo Trace Distillery // Frankfort 
uniquevenues.com/BuffaloTrace

Indiana Wesleyan University - Florence  
// Florence 
uniquevenues.com/IWUFlorence

Indiana Wesleyan University - Lexington  
// Lexington
uniquevenues.com/IWULexington

Northern Kentucky University  
// Highland Heights
uniquevenues.com/NKU

The Galt House // Louisville
uniquevenues.com/GaltHouse

University of Kentucky Conference Housing  
// Lexington

uniquevenues.com/UnivKentucky

LOUISIANA

AMC Elmwood Palace 20 // Harahan
uniquevenues.com/AMCElmwoodPalace

University of Louisiana at Lafayette // 
Lafayette

uniquevenues.com/ULLafayette

MAINE

Colby College // Waterville
uniquevenues.com/ColbyCollege

Unity College // Unity
uniquevenues.com/UnityCollege
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University of Maine // Orono
uniquevenues.com/UnivMaine

University of New England // Biddeford
uniquevenues.com/UnivNewEngland

MARYLAND

Anne Arundel Community College // Arnold
uniquevenues.com/AnneArundel

Bobby McKey’s Dueling Piano Bar // National 
Harbor-MD

uniquevenues.com/BobbyMcKeysMD

Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum 
// St. Michaels
uniquevenues.com/ChesapeakeBayMaritime

Coppin State University // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/Coppin

Frostburg State University // Frostburg
uniquevenues.com/Frostburg

Glenview Mansion & F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre 
// Rockville
uniquevenues.com/GlenviewMansion

Harbor Tower Events at Legg Mason Tower  
// Baltimore

uniquevenues.com/HarborTowerEvents

Historic Oakland // Columbia
uniquevenues.com/HistoricOakland

Howl at the Moon // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/HowlattheMoonMD

Johns Hopkins University Scheduling & Event 
Services // Baltimore

uniquevenues.com/johnshopkins

Loyola University Maryland // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/loyolamaryland

Maritime Conference Center  
// Linthicum Heights

uniquevenues.com/CCMIT

Meetings & Events @ Regal Bowie Stadium 
14 // Bowie

uniquevenues.com/RegalBowieStadium

Meetings & Events @ Regal Majestic 
Stadium 20 & IMAX // Silver Spring

uniquevenues.com/RegalMajesticStadium

National 4-H Conference Center  
// Chevy Chase

uniquevenues.com/National4-H

New Psalmist Retreat & Meeting Center  
// Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/NewPsalmist

The Grand // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/GrandHistoricVenue

Towson University Event & Conference 
Services // Towson

uniquevenues.com/TowsonUniv

University of Maryland Baltimore SMC Campus 
Center // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/SMCCampusCenterUMB

University of Maryland, College Park  
// College Park

uniquevenues.com/umcollegepark

Woodend Sanctuary & Mansion // Chevy Chase
uniquevenues.com/Woodend

MASSACHUSETTS

AMC Boston Common 19 // Boston
uniquevenues.com/AMCBostonCommon

Anna Maria College // Paxton
uniquevenues.com/AnnaMariaCollege

Boston College Connors Center // Dover
uniquevenues.com/BCConnorsCenter

Boston University // Boston
uniquevenues.com/BostonUniv

Breather Boylston Street // Boston
uniquevenues.com/BreatherBoylston

Breather Canal Street // Boston
uniquevenues.com/BreatherCanalSt

Breather School Street // Boston
uniquevenues.com/BreatherSchoolSt

Curry College // Milton
uniquevenues.com/CurryCollege

Fitchburg State College // Fitchburg
uniquevenues.com/Fitchburg

Hampshire College | Event Services & 
Summer Programs // Amherst

uniquevenues.com/HampshireCollege

Hotel UMass // Amherst
uniquevenues.com/UMassAmherst

Meetings & Events @ Regal Fenway 
Stadium 13 & RPX // Boston

uniquevenues.com/RegalFenway

Metro Meeting Centers - Boston // Boston
uniquevenues.com/MetroMeetingBoston

Misselwood Events at Endicott College  
// Beverly

uniquevenues.com/Endicott

MIT Endicott House // Dedham
uniquevenues.com/MITEndicott

Mount Holyoke College and Willits-Hallowell 
Conference Center // South Hadley

uniquevenues.com/mountholyoke

Nichols College // Dudley
uniquevenues.com/NicholsCollege

Northern Essex Community College // Haverhill
uniquevenues.com/NECC

Simmons College // Boston
uniquevenues.com/SimmonsCollege

Spirit Fire Retreat Center // Leyden
uniquevenues.com/SpiritFire

Springfield College // Springfield
uniquevenues.com/springfield

Stonehill College Conference & Event 
Services // Easton

uniquevenues.com/Stonehill

The Clark Art Institute // Williamstown
uniquevenues.com/ClarkArtInstitute

The Conference Center at Waltham Woods  
// Waltham

uniquevenues.com/walthamwoods

The Joseph B. Martin Conference Center at 
Harvard Medical School // Boston
uniquevenues.com/
harvardmedicalconferencecenter

The Starting Gate at GreatHorse // Hampden
uniquevenues.com/StartingGate

Tufts University // Medford
uniquevenues.com/Tufts

University of Massachusetts Lowell // Lowell
uniquevenues.com/UMassLowell

UTEC Events & Catering // Lowell
uniquevenues.com/UTEC

Willowdale Estate // Topsfield
uniquevenues.com/WillowdaleEstate



Spring 2017 // uniquevenues.com // 87

Best Training &
Development Venue

THE UCLA LAKE ARROWHEAD 
CONFERENCE CENTER...

An award-winning venue for a truly 
spectacular conference experience!

Perfectly suited to serve groups with a learning purpose, 

the UCLA Lake Arrowhead Conference Center offers a 

unique environment for getting down to business— 

training, team-building, planning, holding a think-tank—

whatever it  is you need to accomplish!

Our easy-to-budget Complete Meeting Package for up  

to 200 guests includes spacious, deluxe chalet-style 

guest rooms, IACC-certified meeting space with full 

audio-visual services, meeting room coffee breaks, and 

three gourmet meals per day prepared by our dedicated 

culinary team. Call today to book your experience!

LakeArrowhead.UCLA.edu
(909) 337-2478
All conferences must have an 
educational or learning purpose.

NAMED THE 2016 

BEST TRAINING & 
DEVELOPMENT VENUE 

IN THE NATION
– UNIQUE VENUES

NAMED ONE OF THE 

7 GREAT
CONFERENCE CENTERS

IN NORTH AMERICA
– MEETINGS & CONVENTIONS 

MAGAZINE

NAMED ONE OF THE 

25 WORLD’S
 MOST IMPRESSIVE 

UNIVERSITY 
CONFERENCE CENTERS

– HUMAN RESOURCES MBA

WINNER OF

8 CONSECUTIVE
TASTE OF LAKE 

ARROWHEAD AWARDS
FOOD – BEST ENTRÉE

– ANNUAL EVENT ATTENDEES

WINNER OF THE

2016 BUSINESS 
OF THE YEAR 

AWARD
– LAKE ARROWHEAD

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Wylie Inn and Conference Center at Endicott 
College // Beverly
uniquevenues.com/WylieInn

MICHIGAN

AMC Star Southfield 20 // Southfield
uniquevenues.com/AMCSouthfield

Central Michigan University  
// Mount Pleasant

uniquevenues.com/CMU

Faholo // Grass Lake
uniquevenues.com/Faholo

GENEVA Camp & Retreat Center // Holland
uniquevenues.com/Genevacamp

Gull Lake Ministries Conference Center  
// Hickory Corners
uniquevenues.com/gulllake

Hope College // Holland
uniquevenues.com/HopeCollege

Lost Valley Retreat Center // Gaylord
uniquevenues.com/LVRetreat

Michigan State University // East Lansing
uniquevenues.com/MichiganState

Oakland University - Oakland Center // Rochester
uniquevenues.com/OaklandCenter

Royal Oak Music Theatre // Royal Oak
uniquevenues.com/RoyalOakMusicTheatre

University of Michigan // Ann Arbor
uniquevenues.com/UnivMichigan

VisTaTech Center at Schoolcraft College  
// Livonia
uniquevenues.com/vistatechcenter

Washtenaw Community College // Ann Arbor
uniquevenues.com/WCC

MINNESOTA

Macalester College // Saint Paul
uniquevenues.com/Macalester

McNamara Alumni Center, University of 
Minnesota // Minneapolis

uniquevenues.com/mcnamara

Oak Ridge Hotel & Conference Center // Chaska
uniquevenues.com/OakRidge

St. Catherine University // St. Paul
uniquevenues.com/StCatherineUniv
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St. Olaf College // Northfield
uniquevenues.com/stolaf

University of Minnesota Conference and 
Event Services // Minneapolis

uniquevenues.com/UnivMinnesota

University of St. Thomas, Minneapolis & St. 
Paul // Minneapolis

uniquevenues.com/StThomasMinn

Winona State University // Winona
uniquevenues.com/WSU

MISSOURI

AMC Theatres // Kansas City
uniquevenues.com/AMCTheatresMasterr

Arrowhead Stadium // Kansas City
uniquevenues.com/arrowheadstadium

Arvest Bank Theatre at the Midland  
// Kansas City 

uniquevenues.com/theMidland

Eagle Rock Retreat Center // Eagle Rock
uniquevenues.com/EagleRockRetreatCtr

Missouri State University // Springfield
uniquevenues.com/MissouriState

The White Buffalo Ranch // Falcon
uniquevenues.com/WhiteBuffaloRanch

University of Central Missouri // Warrensburg
uniquevenues.com/UCMO

Washington University Medical Center Eric P 
Newman Education Center // St. Louis
uniquevenues.com/EPNEC

MONTANA

University of Montana // Missoula
uniquevenues.com/universityofmontana

NEBRASKA

Lied Lodge & Conference Center  
// Nebraska City

uniquevenues.com/liedlodge

University of Nebraska // Lincoln
uniquevenues.com/UnivNebraska

NEVADA

MEET Las Vegas // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/MeetLasVegas

Meetings & Events @ Regal Downtown 
Summerlin 5 // Las Vegas

uniquevenues.com/RegalSummerlin

Meetings & Events @ Regal Red Rock 
Stadium 16 & IMAX // Las Vegas

uniquevenues.com/RegalRedRock

Springs Preserve // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/SpringsPreserve

Temple Sinai Event Center // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/TempleSinai

University of Nevada, Las Vegas // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/UNLV

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Colby-Sawyer College // New London
uniquevenues.com/ColbySawyerCollege

Saint Anselm College // Manchester
uniquevenues.com/saintanselmcollege

Southern New Hampshire University  
// Manchester

uniquevenues.com/SNHU

The Music Hall
uniquevenues.com/MusicHallNH

University of New Hampshire Conferences 
and Catering // Durham

uniquevenues.com/UnivNewHampshire

NEW JERSEY

AMC Garden State 16 // Paramus
uniquevenues.com/AMCGardenState

College of Saint Elizabeth // Morristown
uniquevenues.com/CollegeStElizabeth

Conference & Event Services at Rowan 
University // Glassboro

uniquevenues.com/Rowan

Conference Center at RWJ Hamilton  
// Mercerville

uniquevenues.com/RWJHamilton

Drew University // Madison
uniquevenues.com/DrewUniv

Essex County College // Newark
uniquevenues.com/EssexCountyCollege

Georgian Court University // Lakewood
uniquevenues.com/GeorgianCourt

Grounds For Sculpture // Hamilton
uniquevenues.com/GroundsforSculpture

iPlay America’s Event Center // Freehold
uniquevenues.com/iplay

Kean University Conference & Event Services  
// Union
uniquevenues.com/keanuniversity

Luciano Conference Center at Cumberland 
County College // Vineland

uniquevenues.com/CumberlandCC

MetLife Stadium // East Rutherford
uniquevenues.com/MetLifeStadium

Raritan Valley Community College // Somerville
uniquevenues.com/RaritanValleyCC

Rutgers University Inn & Conference Center  
// New Brunswick
uniquevenues.com/RutgersCSCC

Saint Peter’s University // Jersey City
uniquevenues.com/SaintPetersUniv

Seton Hall University School of Law // Newark
uniquevenues.com/setonhall

Smooth Sailing Celebrations // Weehawken
uniquevenues.com/SmoothSailing

Starland Ballroom // Sayreville
uniquevenues.com/StarlandBallroom

TCNJ - The College of New Jersey // Ewing
uniquevenues.com/collegeofnewjersey

The Conference Center at Mercer // West Windsor
uniquevenues.com/ConferenceCenterAtMercer

The Conference Center at Montclair State 
University // Montclair

uniquevenues.com/MontclairStateConfCtr

NEW MEXICO

St. John’s College // Santa Fe
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsNM

University of New Mexico // Albuquerque
uniquevenues.com/UNM

NEW YORK

3 West Club // New York
uniquevenues.com/3West

Adelphi University // Garden City
uniquevenues.com/adelphi
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AMA New York Conference Center // New York
uniquevenues.com/amanewyork

AMC 34th Street 14 // New York
uniquevenues.com/AMCLoews34thSt

AMC Empire 25 // New York
uniquevenues.com/AMCEmpire25

AMC Lincoln Square 13 // New York
uniquevenues.com/AMCLincolnSquare

Basera Indian Bistro // New York
uniquevenues.com/BaseraIndianCuisine

Breather 5th Ave // New York
uniquevenues.com/Breather5thAve

Breather E 28th St // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherE28th

Breather East 53rd Street // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherE53rd

Breather Jay Street // Brooklyn
uniquevenues.com/BreatherJaySt

Breather Park Avenue South // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherParkAveSo

Breather West 26th Street // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherW26th

Breather West 27th Street // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherWest27th

Breather West 29th Street // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherW29th

Breather West 37th Street // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherW37th

Breather Wooster // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherWooster

Carnegie Hall // New York
uniquevenues.com/CarnegieHall

Center for Automotive Education & Training  
// Queens
uniquevenues.com/AutoEdCenter

Frost Valley YMCA Retreat & Conference 
Center // Claryville

uniquevenues.com/FrostValleyYMCA

Hofstra University // Hempstead
uniquevenues.com/hofstra

Hornblower Cruises & Events // New York
uniquevenues.com/HornblowerNY
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Iona College // New Rochelle
uniquevenues.com/ionacollege

Ithaca College // Ithaca
uniquevenues.com/Ithaca

Keuka College // Keuka Park
uniquevenues.com/Keuka

LaGuardia Community College  
// Long Island City
uniquevenues.com/LaGuardiaCC

Manhattan College // Riverdale
uniquevenues.com/ManhattanCollege

Meetings & Events @ Regal Battery Park 
Stadium 11 // New York

uniquevenues.com/RegalBatteryPark

Meetings & Events @ Regal E-Walk Stadium 
13 & RPX // New York

uniquevenues.com/RegalEWalkStadium

Meetings & Events @ Regal Union Square 
Stadium 14 // New York

uniquevenues.com/RegalUnionSquare

Meetings & Events @ UA Court Street 
Stadium 12 & RPX // Brooklyn

uniquevenues.com/UACourtStreet

New York Historical Society // New York
uniquevenues.com/nyhistoricalsociety

Nyack College // Nyack
uniquevenues.com/Nyack

Nyack College in Manhattan // New York
uniquevenues.com/Nyack2NYC

NYIT Auditorium on Broadway // New York
uniquevenues.com/NYITAuditorium

NYU Wasserman Center for Career Development 
// New York
uniquevenues.com/NYUWasserman

OFFSITE Loft NYC // New York
uniquevenues.com/OffsiteLoft

OFFSITE New York // New York
uniquevenues.com/offsite
Output // Brooklyn
uniquevenues.com/output

Pace University Conferences and Event 
Planning // New York

uniquevenues.com/PaceUniv

Paul Smith’s College // Paul Smiths
uniquevenues.com/PaulSmithsCollege

PlayStation Theater AEG Live // New York
uniquevenues.com/PlaystationTheater

Rubin Museum of Art (RMA) // New York
uniquevenues.com/RubinMuseum

Silver Bay YMCA - Conference and Family 
Retreat Center on Lake George // Silver Bay

uniquevenues.com/SilverBayYMCA

Smooth Sailing Celebrations NY // New York
uniquevenues.com/SmoothSailingNewYork

St. John’s University - Manhattan // New York
uniquevenues.com/stjohnsmanhattan

St. John’s University - Queens // Queens
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsQueens

St. John’s University - Staten Island  
// Staten Island
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsStatenIsland

SUNY Maritime College // Bronx
uniquevenues.com/SUNYMaritime

The City College of New York // New York
uniquevenues.com/CCNY

The College at Brockport // Brockport
uniquevenues.com/brockport

The Cooper Union // New York
uniquevenues.com/CooperUnion

Utica College // Utica
uniquevenues.com/utica

Y-Clad’s Hidden Gem // New York
uniquevenues.com/YCladsHiddenGem

NORTH CAROLINA

Art of Living Retreat Center // Boone
uniquevenues.com/artofliving

Duke University // Durham
uniquevenues.com/Duke

Lenoir-Rhyne University // Hickory
uniquevenues.com/LenoirRhyne

Meetings & Events @ Regal Ballantyne 
Village Stadium 5 // Charlotte

uniquevenues.com/RegalBallantyne

The Graylyn Estate // Winston-Salem
uniquevenues.com/Graylyn

University of North Carolina at Wilmington  
// Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/UNCWilmington

Wake Forest University // Winston-Salem
uniquevenues.com/WakeForest

Western Carolina University // Cullowhee
uniquevenues.com/WCU

OHIO

AMC Easton Town Center 30 // Columbus
uniquevenues.com/AMCEastonTownCenter

Arden Shisler Conference Center // Wooster
uniquevenues.com/ShislerConfCtr

Bowling Green State University  
// Bowling Green

uniquevenues.com/BowlingGreen

ClubCorp Venues - Cleveland/Akron Metro  
// Cleveland
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpCleveland

CMBA Conference Center // Cleveland
uniquevenues.com/CMBACC

College of Wooster // Wooster
uniquevenues.com/CollegeofWooster

Columbus State Conference Center  
// Columbus

uniquevenues.com/ColumbusStateConfCtr

Corporate College // Warrensville Heights
uniquevenues.com/CorporateCollege

Denison University // Granville
uniquevenues.com/denison

Indiana Wesleyan University - Cincinnati  
// West Chester
uniquevenues.com/IWUCincinnati

Indiana Wesleyan University - Dayton // Dayton
uniquevenues.com/IWUDayton

John A. Spitzer Conference Center // Elyria
uniquevenues.com/SpitzerConfCenter

Kent State University at Stark Conference Center 
// North Canton
uniquevenues.com/KentState

Kenyon College // Gambier
uniquevenues.com/KenyonCollege

Lyman Harbor Expo & Conference Center  
// Sandusky
uniquevenues.com/LymanHarbor

Miami University Conference and Event 
Services // Oxford

uniquevenues.com/MUOhio
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Mount Vernon Nazarene University  
// Mount Vernon

uniquevenues.com/MVNU

Ohio Union at The Ohio State University  
// Columbus
uniquevenues.com/OhioUnionOSU

Ohio University // Athens
uniquevenues.com/OhioUniv

Saint Mary Macedonian Orthodox Cathedral  
// Reynoldsburg

uniquevenues.com/StMaryOhio

The Marcum Hotel & Conference Center  
// Oxford

uniquevenues.com/TheMarcum

Tinkham Veale University Center // Cleveland
uniquevenues.com/tinkhamvealecenter

University of Cincinnati // Cincinnati
uniquevenues.com/ucincinnati

University of Dayton // Dayton
uniquevenues.com/UnivDayton

OKLAHOMA

Oral Roberts University // Tulsa
uniquevenues.com/ORU

University of Central Oklahoma // Edmond
uniquevenues.com/UnivCentralOk

OREGON

Central Oregon Community College // Bend
uniquevenues.com/centraloregoncc

Lewis & Clark // Portland
uniquevenues.com/lewisandclark

Marylhurst University // Marylhurst
uniquevenues.com/Marylhurst

Meetings & Events @ Regal Pioneer Place 
Stadium 6 // Portland

uniquevenues.com/RegalPioneerPl

Oregon State University Conference Center  
// Corvallis
uniquevenues.com/OregonState

Portland State University - Viking Pavilion & 
Smith Memorial Student Union // Portland

uniquevenues.com/portlandstate

Southern Oregon University // Ashland
uniquevenues.com/southernoregonuniv

1300 Eagle Rd. St. Davids, PA 19087 • 610.341.5902 • eastern.edu/conferences

EASTERN 
U N I V E R S I T Y

Experience our welcoming sta�, beautiful 
campus, technology equipped classrooms, 

accommodating dining services, and 
climate-controlled residence halls.  Class 

Meet in Historic Newport, Rhode Island
www.salve.edu
(401) 341-2460

www.salve.edu
(401) 341-2460

Meet in Historic Newport, Rhode Island
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The Falls Event Center McMinnville  
// McMinnville
uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenterMcMinnville

University Place Hotel and Conference Center 
// Portland

uniquevenues.com/UnivPlaceHotel

PENNSYLVANIA

Albright College Conference & Event Services  
// Reading
uniquevenues.com/AlbrightCollege

Allegheny College // Meadville/Erie
uniquevenues.com/Allegheny

American Helicopter Museum // West Chester
uniquevenues.com/HelicopterMuseum

California University of Pennsylvania  
// California
uniquevenues.com/CalU

Camp Zeke // Lakewood
uniquevenues.com/CampZeke

Carnegie Mellon University // Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/CarnegieMellon

ClubCorp Venues - Philadelphia Metro  
// Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpPhiladelphia

ClubCorp Venues - Pittsburgh Metro // Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpPittsburgh

Conference Center at Penn State Great Valley  
// Malvern
uniquevenues.com/PSUGreatValley

Drexel University // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/Drexel

Eastern University Conferences // St. Davids
uniquevenues.com/EasternUniv

Elizabethtown College // Elizabethtown
uniquevenues.com/ElizabethtownCollege

Gettysburg College // Gettysburg
uniquevenues.com/Gettysburg

Greater Johnstown Cambria County CVB  
// Johnstown

uniquevenues.com/GreaterJohnstownCambriaCVB

Indiana University of Pennsylvania  
// Indiana

uniquevenues.com/IUP

Keswick Theatre // Glenside 
uniquevenues.com/KeswickTheatre

Lehigh University // Bethlehem
uniquevenues.com/Lehigh

Meetings & Events @ UA Riverview Plaza 17 
IMAX & RPX // Philadelphia

uniquevenues.com/UARiverwalkPlaza

Millersville University of Pennsylvania  
// Millersville
uniquevenues.com/Millersville

Muhlenberg College // Allentown
uniquevenues.com/muhlenbergcollege

National Museum of American Jewish History 
// Philadelphia

uniquevenues.com/nmajh

Nittany Lion Inn // State College
uniquevenues.com/NittanyLionInn

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts  
// Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/pafa

Perlman Camp // Lake Como
uniquevenues.com/PerlmanCamp

Philadelphia Museum of Art // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/PhiladelphiaMuseumArt

Pierson Geoffreys Cigar & Coffee Lounge  
// Secane
uniquevenues.com/PiersonGeoffreys

PNC Park // Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/pncpark

Riverwalck Saloon // Parryville
uniquevenues.com/RiverwalckSaloon

Slippery Rock University // Slippery Rock
uniquevenues.com/SlipperyRockUniv

Temple University // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/TempleUniv

The Franklin Institute // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/FranklinInst

The Penn Stater Hotel and Conference Center 
// State College

uniquevenues.com/PennStater

University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown  
// Johnstown

uniquevenues.com/upj

University of Scranton // Scranton
uniquevenues.com/universityscranton

Villanova University Conferences // Villanova
uniquevenues.com/VillanovaUniv

Washington & Jefferson College // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WashingtonJefferson

West Chester University of Pennsylvania  
// West Chester
uniquevenues.com/westchester

Westmoreland College // Youngwood
uniquevenues.com/WCCC

RHODE ISLAND

Bryant University // Smithfield
uniquevenues.com/Bryant

Salve Regina University // Newport
uniquevenues.com/SalveRegina

SOUTH CAROLINA

Riverbanks Zoo & Garden // Columbia
uniquevenues.com/RiverbanksZoo

The Riley Park Club // Charleston, UniqueVenues.
com/RileyParkClub

University of South Carolina, Conference and 
Event Services // Columbia

uniquevenues.com/UnivSoCarolina

Younts Conference Center at Furman 
University // Greenville

uniquevenues.com/Younts

TENNESSEE

Fogelman Executive Conference Center  
// Memphis
uniquevenues.com/Fogelman

Maryville College // Maryville
uniquevenues.com/Maryville

National Civil Rights Museum // Memphis, 
uniquevenues.com/NationalCivilRightsMuseum 

Scarritt-Bennett Center // Nashville
uniquevenues.com/ScarrittBennett

Tennessee State University // Nashville
uniquevenues.com/TennesseeState

The Millennium Conference Centre  
// Johnson City

uniquevenues.com/millenniumconferencecentre

The University of Memphis // Memphis
uniquevenues.com/UnivMemphis
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The University of Tennessee // Knoxville
uniquevenues.com/UnivTennessee

Vanderbilt University // Nashville
uniquevenues.com/Vanderbilt

TEXAS

AMC Grapevine Mills 30 // Grapevine
uniquevenues.com/AMCGrapevineMills

AMC Stonebriar 24 // Frisco
uniquevenues.com/AMCStonebriar

AMC Studio 30 // Houston
uniquevenues.com/AMCStudio30

ClubCorp Private Event National Sales // Dallas
uniquevenues.com/

ClubCorp Venues - Austin Metro  // Austin
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpAustin

ClubCorp Venues - Dallas/Fort Worth // Dallas
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpNSO

ClubCorp Venues - Houston Metro // Houston
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpHouston

ClubCorp Venues - San Antonio Metro  
// San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpSanAntonio

CYJ Texas // Wimberley
uniquevenues.com/CYJTexas

Globe Life Park in Arlington // Arlington
uniquevenues.com/GlobeLifePark

Greene Family Camp // Bruceville
uniquevenues.com/GreeneFamilyCamp

Meetings & Events @ Edwards Houston 
Marq’e Stadium 23 & IMAX // Houston

uniquevenues.com/EdwardsHouston

Midlothian Conference Center // Midlothian
uniquevenues.com/Midlothian

Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Odditorium  
// Grand Prairie
uniquevenues.com/RipleysGrandPrairie

San Antonio Meeting Center // San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/SanAntonioMeetingCenter

SPR Banquet Hall // Plano
uniquevenues.com/SPRBanquetHall

The University of Texas at Dallas // Richardson
uniquevenues.com/univtexasdallas

www.csun.edu/usu/reservations/bookaroom 

For your next Los Angeles 
meeting, experience the most 
versatile event facilities in 
the San Fernando Valley.

(818) 677-3644
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The University of Texas at San Antonio  
// San Antonio

uniquevenues.com/UTSA

Trinity University // San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/trinityuniversity

TriPoint - Event Center // San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/Tripoint

University of Houston // Houston
uniquevenues.com/UnivHoustonConfServ

Verizon Theatre // Grand Prairie
uniquevenues.com/VerizonTheatre

UTAH

Dixie Center at St. George // St. George
uniquevenues.com/dixiecenter

Miller Conference Center at Salt Lake 
Community College // Sandy

uniquevenues.com/MillerConfCenter

The Falls Event Center Salt Lake City  
// Salt Lake City
uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenterSLC

The Falls Event Center St. George // St. George
uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenterStGeorge

The Tower at Rice-Eccles // Salt Lake City
uniquevenues.com/TowerRiceEccles

University of Utah // Salt Lake City
uniquevenues.com/UnivUtah

VERMONT

The University of Vermont // Burlington
uniquevenues.com/UVM

VIRGINIA

AEG Live Virginia // Richmond
uniquevenues.com/AEGLiveVirginia

AMA’s Washington Area Executive Conference 
Center at Arlington Virginia // Arlington

uniquevenues.com/amaarlington

AMC Tysons Corner 16 // McLean
uniquevenues.com/AMCTysonsCorner

Carter Hall Conference Center // Millwood
uniquevenues.com/carterhall

CEB Waterview Conference Center // Arlington
uniquevenues.com/Waterview

ClubCorp Venues - Virginia/Washington DC  
// Tysons
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpTysons

Eastern Mennonite University // Harrisonburg
uniquevenues.com/EMU

Founding Farmers Tysons Corner // McClean
uniquevenues.com/FoundingFarmersTysons

Green Acres // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/GreenAcres

Historic Blenheim // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/historicblenheim

Historic Rosemont Manor // Berryville
uniquevenues.com/RosemontManor

James Madison University // Harrisonburg
uniquevenues.com/JMU

Longwood University // Farmville
uniquevenues.com/Longwood

Meetings & Events @ Regal Ballston 
Common Stadium 12 // Arlington

uniquevenues.com/RegalBallston

Meetings & Events @ Regal Potomac Yard 
Stadium 16 // Alexandria

uniquevenues.com/RegalPotomac

National Inventors Hall of Fame and Museum  
// Alexandria
uniquevenues.com/NationalInventorsHallofFame

Old Dominion University // Norfolk
uniquevenues.com/OldDominion

Old Town Hall // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/oldtownhall

Pine Creek Retreat Center // Gore
uniquevenues.com/PineCreek

Richmond Raceway Complex // Richmond
uniquevenues.com/RichmondRaceway

Roanoke College // Salem
uniquevenues.com/Roanoke

The College of William and Mary  
// Williamsburg

uniquevenues.com/WilliamandMary

The Heartstone Lodge // Buena Vista
uniquevenues.com/HeartstoneLodge

The National Conference Center // Leesburg
uniquevenues.com/nationalconferencecenter

The Silver Hall // Sterling
uniquevenues.com/magnoliaplace

The Stacy C. Sherwood Center // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/thesherwood

Tuckahoe Sports Inc // Henrico
uniquevenues.com/TuckahoeSports

Virginia Commonwealth University // Richmond 
uniquevenues.com/VCU

Virginia Tech Executive Briefing Center  
// Arlington
uniquevenues.com/VATechResearchCtr

Wild Wolf Brewing Company // Nellysford
uniquevenues.com/WildWolfBrewing

WASHINGTON

AMC Factoria 8 // Bellevue
uniquevenues.com/AMCFactoria8

ClubCorp Venues - Seattle Metro // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpSeattle

Gonzaga University // Spokane
uniquevenues.com/GonzagaUniversity

Pacific Lutheran University // Tacoma
uniquevenues.com/PacificLutheran

Seattle Aquarium // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/SeattleAquarium

Seattle University // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/SeattleUniv

Showbox SoDo: AEG Live // South Seattle
uniquevenues.com/ShowboxSoDo

The Evergreen State College // Olympia
uniquevenues.com/EvergreenState

The Parlor Collection // Bellevue
uniquevenues.com/ParlorCollection

The Showbox at Market: AEG Live // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/ShowboxMarket

University of Puget Sound // Tacoma
uniquevenues.com/UnivPugetSound

University of Washington // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/UnivWashington
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WEST VIRGINIA

Potomac Park Retreat & Conference Center  
// Falling Waters
uniquevenues.com/PotomacPark

WISCONSIN

Carroll University // Waukesha
uniquevenues.com/CarrollUniv

Green Lake Conference Center & Lakeside Hotels 
// Green Lake
uniquevenues.com/GreenLakeCC

Inspiration Retreat Center // Walworth
uniquevenues.com/InspirationRetreat

Manitowoc Area Visitors & Convention Bureau 
// Manitowoc

uniquevenues.com/ManitowocCVB

Marquette University Conference Services  
// Milwaukee
uniquevenues.com/Marquette

Perlman Retreat Center // Mukwonago
uniquevenues.com/PerlmanRetreat

University of Wisconsin-Platteville  
// Platteville

uniquevenues.com/UWPlatteville

Wayland Academy // Beaver Dam
uniquevenues.com/WaylandAcademy

Where exceptional events
unfold with ease!

meetattrent.com    705-748-1260

Fabulous Facilities. 
Midwestern Hospitality.

housing.illinois.edu/conferences

University Housing University of Illinois

Image
www.gcc.campusdish.com     |     860.768.4951     |     graycc@hartford.edu

Your meeting 
your way

Summer Conferences | Corporate Retreats | Celebrations | And More

Your Meeting, Your Way

Come find out what makes us Unique

unb.ca/meet | meet@unb.ca



 96 // unique venues // colleges & universities

BY SELENA FRAGASSI

DEAN’S LIST
MAN ABOUT CAMPUS

As a chief fiscal officer at the University of Arizona and a 
consultant for a network of conference service departments, 

Joel Hauff sees the big future for meeting on campus.

Joel Hauff has a very long job title as the vice president for student affairs and 
enrollment management and executive director for online and distance education 
administration at the University of Arizona. It’s an impressive title that matches 
Hauff’s 22-year career in collegiate operations, which also newly includes serving 
as chair for the conference services workshop within the Association of College and 
University Housing Officers—International (ACUHO-I). 

The time and dedication has provided Hauff a 
wealth of knowledge about conference service 
operations and insight into the financial im-
plications of meeting on campus. As he sees 
it, doing so can be both a revenue generator 
for higher education and a value proposition 
for planners needing to work within limited 
budgets without sacrificing quality. Here’s 
where Hauff sees the industry heading—and 
his advice for how to leverage the opportuni-
ties for your next meeting or event.

UV: The collegiate conference services indus-
try has been gaining traction in recent years. 
Where do you think it’s headed next?
JH: “The spotlight right now is on how col-
leges and universities can generate external 
revenue wherever they can, especially as tu-
ition has skyrocketed across the country and 
states are defunding higher education. We 
are at a breaking point, and there’s a lot of 
pressure on institutions to maximize revenue 
capacity; conference services is an ideal way 
to do that, so expect more to come.”

UV: In what ways are colleges and univer-
sities being more progressive in attracting 
planners?
JH: “New construction has really become 
elevated in recent years. So many residence 
halls now are apartment-like with full kitch-
ens, which is unmatched by hotels. The 
quality of food service has also risen dra-
matically with gourmet menus and better 
service to appeal to all the foodies these days. 
College and universities are now learning 

how to translate these amenities—often for 
the student benefit—to meetings and events. 
They’re figuring out how to package this va-
riety of upscale services and bundle it with 
really large meeting spaces that have better 
technology than almost anywhere else in 
the world. As well they’re offering people a 
unique experience they don’t get every other 
day of the week. Colleges are getting savvier 
by not selling themselves short.”

UV: What advice would you give to planners 
who may be considering booking a campus 
venue?
JH: “For one I think it requires a little bit of 
imagination and a spirit of adventure—be 
open to letting the campus meeting planner 
or specialist be creative and suggest ideas. At 
the University of Arizona, we once held a 
two-day group that was so large we couldn’t 
feed them all in the dining hall so we came 
up with the idea of using a parking garage. At 
first the planner didn’t think it could work, 
but we brought in hay bales, picnic benches, 
and fans to keep air moving. They loved 
that the whole space was for them, and that 
the whole group of 3,000 people could eat 
together. Embrace those experiences. And 
expect the same level of professionalism as 
a traditional venue—the same expectations 
of service will be met. At the end of the day, 
campuses are a great value. Their primary 
mission is not to make a huge profit, but to 
make some revenue to reinvest into the insti-
tution. They are there as a public service.” 

JOEL HAUFF
Vice President for Student Affairs 
and Enrollment Management; 
Executive Director for Online 
and Distance Education 
Administration

GET CONNECTED
The University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ
(520) 621.3772

UW Ranked #1 - Public University 
Reuters Top 100 World’s Most Innovative Universities

A WORLD OF 
POSSIBILITIES
Host your conference at the University of Washington 
Driven by the determination to transform our world, people at the University of Washington 
are united by a steadfast belief in what’s possible.  In this environment of boundless possibilities, 
the UW campus is a dynamic place to host your next conference, lecture or meeting. 

Our friendly Conference Services staff will:
>  Create a custom package for you to accommodate 10 to 10,000 guests
>  Help with the details, from guest registration to conference planning across our campus
>  Provide you with one point of contact, one contract and one bill for UW services 

Imagine the possibilities!
Call us at 206-543-7636 or visit hfs.washington.edu/conferences.
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Colby Special Programs
Colby College 
4730 Mayflower Hill 
Waterville, Maine 04901
Phone:  207-859-4730
Email:  summer@colby.edu
Web:  colby.edu/specialprograms

Colby College Special Programs invites you to host your summer event 

on our spectactular college campus in the beautiful state of Maine.

Call or email to discuss your event. Visit our website for details.

DESTINATION:

MAINE!
Colby College offers a complete “one stop” conference operation 
along with many campus amenities. Located in Central Maine, you’ll 
enjoy easy access to the coast, shopping, the mountains, and more.
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