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SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE

Meet us at
SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE.

Springfield College is a unique venue 
for meetings and conferences located 
at the crossroads of New England. 
In addition to convenient location, 
we offer 
 • Free wireless
 • State of the art facilities, 
  technology, and support
 • Competitive rates
 • Free parking
  

Meetings t Events t Retreats t Conferences
Office of Conferences and Special Events, 263 Alden Street, Springfield, Massachusetts 01109
(413) 748-5287, springfieldcollege.edu/specialevents

Springfield College promotes balanced living through its Humanics philosophy of educating 
the whole person—in spirit, mind, and body—for leadership in service to others.

We treat your guests 
like they’re our guests. 
We manage your budget 
like it’s our budget.

Follow us on Pinterest:
Springfield College 
Conferences and Events

Let’s get started today.
Contact Ypsilanti Area Convention and Visitors Bureau

Mary Zucchero, CDME, GMS | mzucchero@ypsilanti.org | 800.265.9045

ypsilanti 
is the place for meetings with top university venues 

& one extraordinary golf resort

EMU Convocation Center
The Eastern Michigan University Convocation Center is 
the newest multi-purpose state-of-the-art facility in southeast 
Michigan, playing host to concerts, trade shows, banquets, 
family entertainment, and EMU athletic events. This facility is 
a 204,316 square-foot structure featuring three user-friendly 
levels including arena, concourse and offi  ce. The Convocation 
Center also boasts versatile seating con gurations, which 
allow clients to maximize space usage.

Ann Arbor Marriott Ypsilanti 
at Eagle Crest
Spectacular facilities come together to provide an unmatched 
conference center/resort experience. From the 18-hole Karl 
Litten designed golf course to 42,000 square feet of meeting 
space encompassed within 26 meeting rooms, this golf 
resort features a luxuriously appointed 238 guest room/5 
suite Marriott. This recently renovated resort with its scenic 
views overlooking the lake is a must see!

EMU Student Center
Off ering modern facilities, state-of-the art technology, 
full-service catering and a convenient location, the 
Eastern Michigan University Student Center is an 
ideal venue for banquets, conferences and meetings. 
The Center can accommodate up to 1,100 people via its 
specialty spaces and meeting rooms.
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A BREATH OF FRESH AIR

Enjoy both indoor and outdoor facilities, festive 
garden settings, an array of AV packages, delicious 
catering options, full-service event planning and 
more at the Springs Preserve.

Hurry – book by Dec. 31, 2014, and  
mention this ad to receive 15 percent off  
the room rental.

CONTACT US

Start planning your meeting, event or  
group tour by contacting our event specialist  

at specialevents@springspreserve.org 
702-822-8779 

A NATURAL ALTERNATIVE TO  
THE CORPORATE EVENT.

U.S. 95 and Valley View Blvd. 

follow us on:

Job #: 094198.01 Ref #: 090586.01
Client: Springs Preserve Desc: Group Sales 
Size: 8.375" x 10.875" Color: 4C
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If a summer conference is on your to-do list, consider the University of New Hampshire. 

Nobody wants to su� er through a week of stu� y meetings, so give your company, group 

or organization an experience to remember. Give your guests award-winning dining 

courtesy of world-class chefs and sta� , modern meeting facilities, comfortable overnight 

accommodations, and access to state-of-the-art recreational � elds and facilities. All this 

in a beautiful coastal setting that screams summer!

University of New Hampshire Conferences and Catering hosts everything from

seasonal conferences and business meetings to youth sports camps and

special events. A professional event planner will work with you on

everything from your agenda to the menu to social activities, so

contact us today and let’s get this summer conference started!

(603) 862-1900
conferences@unh.edu
unh.edu/conferences-catering

Conferences and Catering

We agree!

� ey 
  say
� ey 
  say
� ey 
  say
� ey � ey 
  say
� ey 
  say
� ey location
We agree!

locationis e� rything.

UNH_CC_1401_UV_8.375x10.875_SUMMERCONF_FINAL.indd   1 6/26/14   11:02 AM
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CANADA’S EMERALD LAKE LODGE IS THE PERFECT 
ALL-WEATHER RESORT

WAITING TO HEAR THE NAMES OF THE FIRST EVER 
BEST OF WINNERS

P
H

O
T

O
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F
: 

E
M

E
R

A
L

D
 L

A
K

E
 L

O
D

G
E

.

THE MARCUM 
HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER

AT MIAMI UNIVERSITY

Experience Enhanced Tradition
RETREATS  |  TRAININGS  |  STRATEGIC PLANNING  |   MEETINGS  |  CONFERENCES  |  SOCIAL EVENTS

The Marcum Hotel & Conference Center  |  351 N. Fisher Dr.  |  Oxford, OH 45056  |  513-529-6911
MiamiOH.edu/Marcum
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UMASS AMHERST – A GREAT PLACE TO MEET.

Conference Services

SIMPSON UNIVERSITY 
located among the mountains and 
waterways of Northern California. 
Simpson offers all the amenities 
and staff to create a successful 
environment for your next event.

TO LEARN MORE VISIT 
simpsonu.edu/cs OR CALL 530.226.4719

There’s no substitution for personalized service. Here at University of Delaware’s Conference Services, 

people depend on...well, people. You can count on a personal event manager to coordinate all the meeting 

services you need – from start to finish. We’ll help you choose from one of our three campuses totaling 

more than 66,000 square feet of meeting spaces including an auditorium, ballroom, classrooms, and a variety of 

open spaces for casual gatherings. Each venue has ample parking and two offer overnight lodging. Plus, nearby 

attractions like the beach and historic gardens make us a desirable location in the Mid-Atlantic Region. 

Of course, we do use state-of-the-art-technology to make it all happen. After all, we are a university.

P O L LY  W E I R ,  D I R E C TO R

302-831-2214  udel .edu /conferences /

UD Conference Services

We are well-educated in the Art of Service.  
(There’s no app for that.)
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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

AYEAR AGO, WE HAD AN IDEA. The Unique Venues team 
was having our regular meeting in our Collaboration Room and 
someone started the brainstorming session with two very important 
words: “What If…” “What if we devoted one of our magazines to 

recognizing the best of the best? What if we gave out a few of these awards at our 
Annual Marketing Conference?” It got us thinking—what if we were the very first 
in our industry to recognize the best of the best on an annual basis?

The idea was new and exciting, but really it was already a philosophy Unique 
Venues was born on and has continued to live by each and every day in our 29-year 
history. We have been pioneers helping to carve out this niche of the meetings and 
events industry, so it’s only natural we’d want to continue to give attention to these 
very purposeful spaces. 

As pioneers, we continue to explore and invent and create new opportunities for 
the college and university campuses, museums, zoos and cruise ships and other spe-
cial venues that are often forgotten by the mainstream industry. And in the process 
we set out to create goals to achieve what other industry models have accomplished.

There are a lot of “Best Of” issues in the traditional hotel industry, but ours has 
something unique that the others don’t promote. In addition to shedding light on 
the best of our industry in 25 varied categories, our awards also aim to help planners 
understand why these venues were chosen and how they work to make meetings and 
events stand out just as much as they do. By sharing the best, we help advance our 
industry which, in turn, makes all of us better.

It’s our call to keep moving forward and never settling in exposing the great 
attributes of these special event venues. By doing so, we can only hope the next 
event planner that comes across this issue will say, “What if we booked our next 
event here?”

Michele Nichols, Founder
Unique Venues

Atlanta
Chicago

New York
San Francisco

Washington, DC Area

AMA Executive Conference Centers

Meetings Made Simple and Affordable

• Flexible meeting rooms for 5 to 220 

• Executive chairs and spacious lounges

• State-of-the-art audio/visual equipment

• High-speed Internet access and WiFi 

• Complimentary continuous beverage service

• Wide range of optional catering packages

• Meeting package rates up to 40% less than
comparable facilities

• No service charges

• No food and beverage minimums

• No set-up charges

• No freight in/out charges

• No sleeping room commitment

Visit us at www.amaconferencecenters.org
Email us at: meetings@amanet.org or call 212-903-8277

ACT NOW

AMA_NY_FP_UVSum13.indd   1 5/16/13   5:19 PM
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1560 Metropolitan Parkway, SW, Building B, • Atlanta, GA 30310-4446
t 404.225.4493 • f 770.357.1397 • dcc@atlantatech.edu

www.dennardconferencecenter.com

MEETINGS AT CINEPLEX
Auditorium rentals at 161 locations across Canada

TOWN HALLS

ROAD SHOWS

SHAREHOLDER MEETINGS

MEETINGS AT 

TOGETHER. 
TOGETHER.
TOGETHER.

GET 
COME

STAY
Take your event to 
new heights at UCCS

www.uccs.edu/conferencing
719.255.4445

Now Booking for Summer
Whatever the occasion, whatever the 

event, nobody brings more to the 
show than UCCS. 

flexible and customizable meeting spaces
comfortable lodging

on-campus catering and dining
state-of-the-art presentation technology

personable service
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work / life / balance
THE AGENDA

BY MANDY VOLPE

5 TIPS 
for Having a Life & Making a Living

Work-life-balance can seem like a mystical, sometimes impossible, concept. 
But there are ways to find passion in both your day job and your life outside 
the office. Here are five simple steps you can take to find more equilibrium. 

❶ GO TO LUNCH. Whether it’s just 30 
minutes or an hour, step away from 

your computer and phones every day to re-
charge. That doesn’t mean grabbing lunch 
and eating it back at your desk, either. 
Take your meal outside to a picnic table 
or one of your favorite green areas, or plan 
to meet a friend at a restaurant. Whatever 
your lunch break looks like, make sure 
it is away from your desk so you can feel 
refreshed for the rest of the afternoon.

❷ DISCOVER YOUR WORK PASSIONS. 
Everyone has tedious responsibili-

ties in their job, the kinds of tasks that 
are saved until the last minute because 
they seem boring or like mountains to 
conquer. Break down the work into three 
smaller steps so you can make movement, 
cross the item off your list and get to the 
things in your job that you are truly pas-
sionate about every day. Think about what 
it is in your job that makes you happy to 
accomplish and talk with your colleagues 
and boss to see if there are ways you can 
increase those responsibilities.

❸ FIND A HOBBY. Maybe you love to 
cook, or you’re interested in joining 

a book club or you want to try a new class 
at the gym. Go for it! Find activities that 
interest you outside of work and enjoy 
them with your family or look forward to 
making new friends. Filling your downtime 
with fun and investing in relationships 

outside of work is essential to having a 
happy work-life-balance.

❹ GET ACTIVE. Even something as 
simple as taking a walk on your 

lunch break or getting in a run after din-
ner can have great benefits. Studies have 
shown that just 20 minutes a day can get 
the creative juices flowing and make you 
feel refreshed. 

❺ PURGE SOCIAL MEDIA. Get ready 
to detox. When you’re away from 

the office for the weekend or a vacation, 
make it a habit to store away your smart-
phone. Instead, focus on the real people 
and real conversations around you. At 
night, try adhering to no social media 
after dinnertime. 

These little things can make a huge impact 
in how you feel about yourself and your work-
load. Think of it as an investment in your 
future self and your ability to avoid a mental 
breakdown from stress. 

Filling your downtime 
with fun and investing in 

relationships outside of 
work is essential to having a 

happy work-life-balance.

MANDY VOLPE
Unique Venues Marketing Manager



Elevate 
at the University of Denver

YoUr ExpEctations

CONTACT US
303.871.4333    events@du.edu    
www.du.edu/events

Just minutes away from downtown, our vibrant campus 
gives you access to it all—unique facilities, advanced 
technology, on-site catering, sustainability, and much more. 

Summer Housing & Dining
Meetings & Conferences
Weddings & Special Events

aq
aq
aq

Host your Conference 
at Carleton University.

•  Located minutes from Parliament Hill and the   
    Ottawa International Airport (YOW)

•  40,000 square feet of dedicated conference 
    and meeting space

•  Full-service catering and audio-visual services

•  Over 100 state-of-the-art theatres and
    multi-media classroom facilities

•  Overnight summer accommodations 
    (suite and traditional style) for up to 3,000
    May to August

Contact us today!
Carleton University Conference Services
1125 Colonel By Drive
Ottawa, ON, Canada, K1S 5B6
613-520-5611
ConferenceServices@carleton.ca

www.carleton.ca/ConferenceServices

CHICAGO’S NORTH SHORE…

Ideal
Location
Excellent
Value
Superb
Facilities

Ideal
Location
Excellent
Value
Superb
Facilities
WHERE YOU GET EVERYTHING

MEET HEREMEET HERE

Chicago’s North Shore Convention and Visitors Bureau is dedicated to offering you everything you need for

a  successful meeting or event: location, amenities, superior service, entertainment, ease of  transportation

and the  exquisite style that is the hallmark of  Chicago’s North Shore.

Our hotels with meeting space are: 

Best Western University Plaza – Evanston

Crowne Plaza Chicago-Northbrook – Northbrook

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel and Conference Center
Chicago-North Shore – Skokie

Hilton Chicago Northbrook – Northbrook 

Hilton Garden Inn Chicago North Shore – Evanston

Hilton Orrington/Evanston – Evanston

Holiday Inn North Shore – Skokie

Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel – Northbrook

Sheraton Chicago Northbrook –  Northbrook

Wyndham Glenview Suites – Glenview

Unique meeting and event venues include:

Chicago Botanic Garden – Glencoe

Lakeview Banquets – Glenview

Levere Memorial Temple – Evanston

North Shore Center for the Performing Arts – Skokie

Northwestern University – Evanston

Pinstripes – Northbrook

Redfield Estate – Glenview

The Glen Club – Glenview

Winnetka Community House – Winnetka

Proud members of

For personalized assistance, contact Kimberly Wright, CMP at

847-763-0011 ext. 23 or kwright@cnscvb.com 

CNSCVB_UniqueV_Full_Fall14:fullpage 6/2/2014 1:51 PM Page 1
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expert advice BY STEPH PFEILSTICKER

THE AGENDA

STEPH PFEILSTICKER
Digital Strategist, Interactive 
Meeting Technology 

GET CONNECTED
Interactive Meeting 
Technology
interactivemeetingtechnology.com
(612) 200.1010

Hybrid Nation
With new technology, meeting  
participants around the world can be united 
With travel costs looming, and potential attendees spread out across the 
world, you might think it impossible to get everyone together in one room for 
your meeting. Not so with efficient new technology such as video conferencing 
and streaming that brings everyone—both onsite and virtual—together at the 
same time. Our expert Steph Pfeilsticker, an award-winning innovator with 
15-plus years of event planning experience, provides her top 10 tips on how to 
make your hybrid meeting a success.

1. Understand why people aren’t attend-
ing your physical event. If distance or travel 
costs are the reason, a hybrid event is a great 
solution. If it’s that they don’t know the value 
of your content, entice invitees with a sneak 
peak to get them more engaged with your 
organization.

2. Know that hybrid meetings are an 
attendance driver. The myth has been 
debunked—hybrid meetings can actually in-
crease your future onsite attendance. After a 
virtual guest gets a taste of your content, they 
will want to attend the next meeting in-person. 

3. Keep your virtual team separate from 
your onsite team. There will be demand on 
your manpower to design your hybrid event. 
While it may seem natural to have one team 
plan both the virtual and onsite aspects of the 
event, it is best to separate them to provide 
better focus and accomplish your goals for 
these two different audiences.  

4. Surround yourself with people that 
welcome new situations. With any new 
endeavor, team members need to have an open 
mind and be willing to ask questions. Be sure 
you have selected individuals who are comfort-
able with developing new ideas.

5. Content is king. Quality content is a must to 
retain any audience, but especially the virtual au-
dience. Plan rich, interesting content accordingly.

6. Keep the virtual attendee at the heart 
of your decisions. As the beneficiary of the 
hybrid meeting, the experience of the virtual 
attendee is important. Understanding their 
perspective and unique situation will guide 
planners to make appropriate decisions.

7. Hire a virtual emcee. Similar to a reporter 
at a sporting event, a virtual emcee reports on 
what is going on live from the scene for those 
who are not in the room. Paid talent is typi-
cally best as they are experienced on camera. 
However, if your budget doesn’t allow it, use 
internal employees who are comfortable in the 
spotlight.  

8. Engagement is the key to virtual suc-
cess. Without it, a hybrid meeting is not much 
different than watching a video. Encourage 
virtual attendees to chat with one another, ask 
questions of the speakers and respond to poll 
questions.

9. Establish how you’ll measure return on 
investment. Before the project starts, deter-
mine exactly what you can measure and how 
you’ll do it. Showing results is essential to gain-
ing future support. 

10. Have a plan for post-event content. 
Hybrid events produce a great deal of content. 
Plan ahead for how you can use that content 
again to reach more people.  Consider monetiz-
ing it if appropriate. 

T. 510-642-1141

E. eventservices@berkeley.edu

eventservices.berkeley.edu

It’s all

right here
With historic architecture, views of the San Francisco Bay 

and a diverse range of culinary treasures to explore you’ll 

wonder why you haven’t considered UC Berkeley sooner.

• Prestigious, beautiful 1,200 acre campus

• Versatile venue spaces

• Located in the heart of Berkeley, Ca

• Affordable local hotels within walking distance

UC Berkeley is known for contributing to a better world. That same operating principle 

drives our professional and experienced event planners to contribute to the betterment of 

your events. We offer complete and comprehensive logistic planning, providing you peace 

of mind and more time to focus on the important stuff. Contact us for more information.

Stress free planning
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Experience the unforgettable

Weddings, special events,
conferences and meetings

Professional Event Management
 

Hatley Castle at Royal Roads University
 

Royalroads.ca/about/event-services
Toll Free:  1-866-241-0674

Email: scheduling@royalroads.ca





WIRELESS SELFIE REMOTE SHUTTER
Don’t let the word selfie scare you away. This wireless remote 
control is great for capturing group shots. With the included 
stand, users can set their phone on a stable surface and then 
press the remote control to snap the shutter when everyone is in 
place. BROOKSTONE.COM 

UNDER THE DESK FOOT HAMMOCK
Give your clients a gift that will let them put their feet up—literally. 
This ingenious design comes with ropes and clamps that attach 
to the legs of any desk. Also great for your colleagues to alleviate 
those swollen feet after a big event. CONNECTDESIGN.CO.KR

TICKET STUB DIARY
Who wants to forget a great event? With this collectors’ book, 
your recipient can archive the ticket stubs from all the events 
they’ve hosted or attended. Clear sleeves fit a variety of ticket 
sizes on acid-free pages, and there’s room in the margins to 
write down memorable moments. UNCOMMONGOODS.COM

MINI DESK VACUUM
More often than not busy planners 
eat lunch at their desk, but now 
it’s easier (dare we say more fun) 
to get rid of those pesky crumbs 
with this mini desk vacuum that 
plugs right into a USB port.  
ODDITYMALL.COM
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gift ideas
THE AGENDA

Happy Holiday 

GIFT GUIDE
You’ve made your list, checked it twice and still can’t figure out what to get your clients and colleagues this year. Relax, 
we’ve done the work for you and found four great—and practical—gift ideas that no one will be returning in January.
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technology

Hosting an Event? There’s An App For That
IN RECENT YEARS, mobile apps have become a planner’s best friend. With just the swipe of a finger, you can sell tickets, 
track registration, monitor social media activity, store all invoices and files and pretty much have your complete control 
center in the palm of your hand. Not only that, but the technology is rapidly changing and getting better with each new 
virtual introduction. In that spirit, we’ve compiled three of the best new apps you should download before your next event.

EVENTBRITE NEON
If you thought the Eventbrite 
app was great, it just got a 
whole light brighter. Neon 

now allows you to sell tickets 
to an event on the spot or 
even after its begun—and 

offer last-minute discounts. It 
accepts mobile payments, can 
scan ticket barcodes for easy 

entry, keeps track of your guest 
list and compiles data you’ll 
need later. eventbrite.com/l/neon

CROWD MICS
How many times have you 

wanted to ask a participant to 
speak up during an audience 

Q&A? Not anymore with Crowd 
Mics, which instantly turns 
any iOS or Android device 

into a wireless microphone. 
Your attendees simply need 
to download the app, then 
speak into their phone and 

their voice will be heard loud 
and clear over the room’s 

sound system. There’s also 
a text comment and poll-
ing feature. crowdmics.com

EXPOSITOR
When you don’t have a budget 
for a photographer or need to 
capture quick but high-quality 

shots of your event, turn to 
Expositor. This photo-focused 
app helps amateurs determine 
the right shutter speeds and 

exposure settings by answering 
a few questions about your 
surroundings so you get the 
perfect image every time. 
wunderkemmer.com/expositor 

Crowd mics app demonstration.



Des Moines Area
Groups of 15-350 people

5 Meeting Rooms
Blacklight Sports Arena

Zip Line Adventures

St. Louis Region
Groups of 20-1350 people
Over 20 Meeting Rooms

Extensive Indoor & Outdoor Recreation
Team Building & Adventure Education

Ozark Mountain
Groups of 15-250 people

4 Meeting Rooms
Adventure Recreation

Facilities to Host Large Festivals

Northern Michigan
Groups of 15-250 people

Three Season Retreat Center 
Lakefront Activities

Adventure Recreation

Detroit Region

5 Conference & Retreat Centers offering all-inclusive
per person packages that bundle lodging, dining,

meeting, and basic recreation to make your
event planning simple & affordable!

www.MidwestChristianRetreats.org
877-833-2272

Groups of 15-500 people
Over 10 Meeting Rooms

Extensive Indoor & Outdoor Recreation
Apex Adventures Team Building

SILVER BAY YMCA
Conference and Family Retreat Center on Beautiful Lake George  

in the Adirondack Mountains of New York 

SILVER BAY YMCA
87 Silver Bay Road, Silver Bay, NY 12874

www.silverbay.org    1.888.758.7229

As seen in the NewYork Times and 
Better Homes and Gardens!

 
 

• Conferences 
• Family Vacations 
• Reunions 
• Special Events 
• Leadership Training 

• Teambuilding Activities  
• Beaches 
• Hiking Trails
• Tennis
• Archery 

LEARN MORE AT 
WWW.SILVERBAY.ORG

JESSICA JOHNSON
Coordinator of Conference Services

phone: 215-204-3828 
email: tuf30821@temple.edu

address: 1910 Liacouras Walk  Suite 301B 
Philadelphia, PA 19122

Located just minutes away from Center City Philadelphia 

and the central business district, Temple University 

provides a great location and environment to cater to 

your conferencing needs. Temple University provides 

you with an abundance of conferencing areas located 

on our beautiful campus; such as the Howard Gittis 

Student Center, Tuttleman Learning Center and the 

newly renovated Baptist Temple. With our convenient 

location, our on-campus conference locations, and the 

latest in conference technologies, Temple University 

is the ideal conference location in the Philadelphia area. 

 

Visit us at www.uniquevenues.com/templeuniv
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THE AGENDA

GET CONNECTED
Stout’s Island Lodge

UniqueVenues.com/stoutsisland
(715) 354.3646

INGREDIENTS: 
2 oz.  Rain Cucumber Vodka

.5 oz.  fresh lemon juice

.5 oz.  simple syrup

   Basil leaf

TO PREPARE:
1. Add ingredients to shaker tin and shake 
until well mixed.

2. Muddle fresh basil leaf and place in  
martini glass. 

3. Pour the contents over a strainer into the 
glass and serve. 

Basil  
Lemon-Drop 

Martini
Courtesy of Stout’s Island 

Lodge, Birchwood, WI
One of the most popular drinks at 
this lodge can also serve as a fresh 
cocktail for guests at your holiday 

parties or all year long.

happy hour

R

SAY BON VOYAGE TO ORDINARY, 
AND WELCOME ABOARD TO EXTRAORDINARY.

MEMORABLE EVENTS, MEETINGS AND INCENTIVES BEGIN WITH AN UNFORGETTABLE VENUE. 
Amazed. Engaged. Rejuvenated.  When was the last time you felt that way about an event or conference? You will 
on a Royal Caribbean cruise. Let us help plan your program. Our innovative turnkey solutions will dazzle you with 
everything from complimentary fi ne dining and state-of-the-art conference rooms to spectacular Broadway-style 
shows. And all for one very a­ ordable price. Talk to one of our Corporate Sales Managers today. The only thing 
cookie-cutter about our events…is the mold we use to create your logo inspired desserts.

 WOW is a trademark of Royal Caribbean International®. ©2014 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships registry: The Bahamas.  14040113  •  10/10/2014

For more information call 800-762-0458 or visit RoyalCaribbeanIncentives.com

11
YEARS
RUNNING

BEST CRUISE
LINE OVERALL
Travel Weekly 
Readers’ Choice Awards
2003 – 2013
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THE AGENDA
food for thought

GET CONNECTED
Springfield College
UniqueVenues.com/springfield
(413) 748.5287

INGREDIENTS: 
3 cups  old-fashioned oats

1 tsp  cinnamon

½ cup  shredded coconut 

½ cup  brown sugar

¼ cup  maple syrup

   pinch of salt

¼ cup  pumpkin seeds

¼ cup  flaxseed

¼ cup  sunflower seeds

1 cup  raisins or dried cranberries

TO PREPARE:
1. Mix together all ingredients except for raisins.

2. Lay out on a baking sheet and bake mixture in a 
pre-heated oven at 325° for 15 minutes.

3. After baking, mix in raisins.

4. Put all ingredients in large freezer bag and shake 
the mixture to blend.

5. Then store in your favorite airtight container to 
keep it fresh. 

Chef Drew’s 
Granola

Courtesy of Springfield 
College, Springfield, MA

The granola makes a great grab-and-go snack 
or breakfast cereal. Or, pour into a Mason jar 
and add some ribbon and gift it to colleagues 

and clients this holiday season. 





HOUSINGHOUSING

DINING/CATERINGDINING/CATERING

SPACES

RECREATION

AFTER HOURS

 B O W L I N G  G R E E N  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

AHEAD OF THE REST
AN EXTRAORDINARY CONFERENCE AND EVENT EXPERIENCE

419-372-9019     |     hostyourevent@bgsu.edu     |     www.bgsu.edu/conferences

Finalist for “Best Training and Development Facility”

Where Canada’s posh cities meet the Adirondack Mountains’ rustic serenity.
Clarkson University Conferences & Events

Come to Clarkson.
www.cometoclarkson.com
www.clarkson.edu/events

events@clarkson.edu
315.268.6425

Why Clarkson?

LEED certified buildings 
& meeting spaces

Top of the line 
overnight on campus 

& local accommodations

World-class & locally 
sourced catering

640+ acres of wooded 
& waterfront property

1.5 hours from Montreal, 
Ottawa & Lake Placid

It’s the middle of everywhere. 

Conference Chicago at University Center offers a 
convenient location in downtown Chicago, competitive 
rates and a conducive learning environment. With 15,000 
square feet of meeting space, Conference Chicago is the 
ideal setting for your next meeting or conference. 

We offer a variety of services all under one roof: 

To begin planning your next Chicago experience,  
visit universitycenterconference.com  

or call a Sales Manager at 312.924.8000

525 South State Street, Chicago, IL 60605   |  conference@universitycenter.com 

•  Flexible meeting room 
configurations

•  Advanced technology

• Custom catering services 

•  Comfortable housing 
accommodations for 
groups, leisure travelers 
and interns

meetings  accommodations  catering

uccc_uniquevenues_ad_0914.indd   1 9/25/14   1:43 PM
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WHAT’S TRENDING

Ready, Set, Action!
When location scouts need to find a unique place to film their projects, 
they often turn to these non-traditional event venues that have the space, 
knowledge and teams to make it a blockbuster production.

BY SELENA FRAGASSI 

The university receives frequent calls 
from production offices since they have 
a wealth of acreage as well as traditional 
dorm accommodations that can give 

that college look for commercial shoots 
without crews having to travel away from 
the industry epicenter. “Because we can 
only allow it during the downtime when 

classes aren’t in session, it falls right into 
our summer conference season,” Carlson 
affirms, referencing a recent shoot for a 
new ABC Family sci-fi pilot called “Stitch-
ers” this past summer. The crew filmed for 
three days, transforming Carlson’s depart-
ment into a professor’s office, the student 
commons into a morgue and a conference 
room into an FBI interrogation center.  

“It can be challenging,” she says of the 
experience. “They take over the whole 
building and can be demanding.” For 
example, there has to be complete silence 
when filming so there can’t be any conver-
sations or opening of doors and Carlson 

Hollywood is the land of bright lights and big stars. So naturally when 
visiting groups head to L.A., the first thing they expect to see is a celebrity 
or—even better—a film crew in progress. It’s a request Trish Carlson is not 
only used to but can happily oblige. As the director of conference and event 
services at L.A.’s Loyola Marymount University, she can think of a number 
of times clients have been on campus at the same time a crew is using the 
grounds for filming projects such as episodes of “Dexter,” “Bones,” and 
the recent Steve Jobs movie. “The conference guests get so excited to see 
something like this happen,” she says. “It’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”



Winter 2015 // uniquevenues.com // 35

has had to ask others on campus to ac-
commodate the needs. “It can require 
some patience.”

Yet the payoffs are a big benefit, says Jeff 
Hendrick, senior director of operations 
with the Richmond Raceway Complex 
in Richmond, Virginia that recently was 
the home of AMC Network’s new show 
“Turn” about George Washington’s spy 
ring. Although it’s one of the first projects 
to use the raceway/tradeshow/conference 
facility for filming purposes, partnering 
together has brought increased revenue 
and exposure.

“It’s a great relationship,” says Hen-
drick, calling it a fairly smooth process. 

“They lease the facility from us … and 
the filming ties in perfectly with our race 
schedule when we normally wouldn’t have 
a lot of activity onsite. It’s a great use of 
our property, and we see this as an oppor-
tunity moving forward to work with the 
local film office.”

For the production team, they ben-
efitted from the isolation of their secured 
spot tucked away behind the Raceway’s 
Terminal 1 and Terminal 2. Inside, the 
225,000-square-foot building had mul-
tiple bays and loading docks for hauling 
in materials and ample, raw space for 
original set creation.

That unique rapport is something 
the Georgia International Horse Park 
has also enjoyed for the last decade, says 

Yet the payoffs are a 
big benefit, says Jeff 

Hendrick, senior director 
of operations with the 
Richmond Raceway 
Complex. Partnering 
together has brought 

increased revenue and 
exposure.

With MEET’s numerous built-in 
features, you can spend your 
money strategically on the 
things we can’t offer, which 
isn’t much. Enjoy:

 ➤  Easy plug-and-work 
connectivity

 ➤  Gigabit speed network 
capability

 ➤  Extensive rigging 
infrastructure (wall, 
ceiling, and floor 
connection points)

 ➤  Customizable lighting, 
LCD screens, digital 
signage, and projectable 
fog wall

A perfect combination of modern design and advanced 
technology make MEET Las Vegas a frontrunner when it 
comes to hosting dynamic events.

Deliver brilliance at MEET Las Vegas! 
Visit www.meetlv.com or call 702-734-6338.

A high-tech facility for 
a high-impact event!
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WHAT’S TRENDING

Director Jennifer Bexley. Starting with 
the film “Sweet Home Alabama” in the 
early 2000s, the facility has welcomed 
several HBO productions and movies like 
“Identity Thief” and “Joyful Noise”—and 
each time, Bexley says, “we love working 
with them.” 

The multi-purpose Horse Park (origi-
nally built for the 1996 Olympics) is owned 
by the town of Conyers, Georgia, which 
has become a popular filming attraction. 
“We’re a camera-ready community,” says 
Bexley. As such the 1,400-acre property 
has become popular, like the others men-
tioned here, for its rural wooded areas and 
pastureland, the breadth of which makes 
the 100-person crew seem separate enough 
from the daily business. “The great thing 
is we don’t really even know they’re here. 
They set up in an area away from the core 

where we have other events.” 
Although, Bexley says, there can be 

challenges in a lot of the last-minute de-
cisions film crews make, the silver lining 
is that it has given her team a better un-
derstanding of how to enhance their plan-
ning operations in general. “Normally we 
book things well in advance so it’s been an 
adjustment to learn their ways, but overall 
I think it’s helped us work better with all 
of our groups.”

Hendrick agrees. “It’s amazing to me 
what goes into filming a series like “Turn.” 
The level of detail that these companies go 
through to produce what we ultimately see 
on television is incredible, and it’s opened 
our eyes to the detail in putting any kind of 
production together for our guests.” 

GET CONNECTED

Georgia International Horse Park
UniqueVenues.com/GAHorsePark

(770) 860.4194

Loyola Marymount University
UniqueVenues.com/LoyolaMarymount

(310) 338.2975

Richmond Raceway Complex
UniqueVenues.com/RichmondRaceway

(804) 228.7506

Sprawling grounds like the Georgia 
International Horse Park provide for 

versatility and privacy.
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THE MAIN EVENT
BY SELENA FRAGASSI 

Meeting of the Minds
When Michigan State University welcomes the Odyssey of the Mind World Finals to 

campus, it’s not just the students who are putting their brains together to solve problems.
Every other year, Michigan State 
University plays host to the incredible 
Odyssey of the Mind World Finals, 
a chance for thousands of qualifying 
children and teens from across 
the U.S. and abroad to compete 
against each other in various creative 
problem-solving challenges to win 
the ultimate bragging rights. 

Yet when it comes to arranging the event, 
these whiz kids are not the only ones put-
ting their brains together. A specially cu-
rated team has the great task to figure out 
where to lodge the 7,500 students and 7,500 
judges, families and coaches; how to feed 

them for three meals and two breaks each 
day; and how to transport all to 16 different 
competition sites via a shuttle system. Talk 
about having a problem to solve.

“Our university planning team meets 
monthly to go over all the moving parts 
and make sure everyone understands the 
impact of their decisions on other [depart-
ments],” says Laurin Gierman, manager for 
university conference services who leads the 
group of 30 event strategists representing a 
cross section of the student events center, 
local police, transportation, the conven-
tion and visitors bureau, residence hall 
and dining staff and the hotels the campus 
partners with for the judges’ quarters.

“The housing is probably the biggest 

piece to manage,” Gierman says, especially 
when it comes to ensuring elementary kids 
and high schoolers have their own wings 
and experiences. “We not only house 
children by age group but also by region 
since most of the schools share chaperones 
and coaching staffs.” In addition there are 
buddy teams for international competitors 
that have to be situated near each other. 
“Domestic buddies can help their visiting 
counterparts navigate American culture 
and provide a support system to watch 
their games and cheer for them since they 
don’t often have family here.” 

Because the event is held the week of 
Memorial Day, right after commence-
ment, it also keeps MSU staff on their toes 

Kids from all over the world come to Michigan State University 
to particpate in the annual Odyssey of the Mind World Finals, 
which tests their problem solving skills. From figuring out housing 
arrangements to pairing up buddy teams and providing rooms for 
prop storage and costume changes, the campus staff also has 
problems to solve—and they get it right every time.
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to refit the residence halls in time. “The 
staff is here on the Friday before to get 
everything set up,” says Gierman. 

There’s also fun and games to keep the 
kids engaged, including an opening and 
closing ceremony and a mid-week creativ-
ity festival with DJs, a magician, face paint-
ing and pin trading, one of the most popu-
lar activities, says Gierman. “It’s a huge part 
for this particular group. Everyone comes 
with their pin towels and is ready to trade 
with people from across the world.” The 
participants also look forward to the new 
ice cream flavor developed specially for the 
event from the campus dairy store. “Some-
times there’s a two to three-hour wait.”

Although MSU is versed in juggling 
so many different pieces, there are differ-
ences when hosting children versus regular 
conference groups. One of the biggest ex-
ternal challenges is handling requests from 
parents who are not able to attend with 
their child, says Gierman. “We have a big 
uptick in dietary needs, so our dietician on 
staff helps pick food, and we post menus 
online.” As well, the university takes special 
measures to ensure the safety of the visiting 
students. “We instituted a youth protec-
tion policy that requires all chaperones and 
staff to have been background checked and 
checked against the national sex offender 
registry within 12 months,” says Gierman. 
“It’s a contractual obligation.”

So far all the procedures have worked; 
MSU has hosted Odyssey of the Minds 
on three occasions and is contracted for 
three more. “There’s always a way to 
improve every time,” says Gierman who 
visits Iowa State on the odd years when 
they host the event. “I see what they are 
doing right that we can implement. If we 
are not tweaking something every time, 
we are resting on our laurels and that’s not 
something I want to do.” 

GET CONNECTED
Michigan State University

UniqueVenues.com/MichiganState
(517) 353.9300
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12230 Preston Road  |  Dallas, TX 75230
972.386.0306  |  cooperhoteldallas.com

cooper hotel conference center & spa

newly renovated!

rooms & accommodations • meetings & conferences  
weddings & receptions • holiday events

• Outdoor & indoor venues 
• Newly renovated, spacious  
  guest rooms 
• Full-service day spa 
• Full-service catering   
• Complimentary parking

• Meeting rooms with natural light 
• Complimentary high-speed Wi-Fi 
• Complete meeting packages  
• Custom teambuilding programs 
• Option to provide your own bar
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BY SELENA FRAGASSI 

ON THE ROAD

THE WEST IS
WON

Canada is not only about the dazzling 
Northern Lights. Due west there are 
a number of special event venues 
in Alberta and British Columbia that 

are planner’s real shining stars.

“North by northwest” is not just a classic movie, 
today it’s also a tip for planners looking for unique 
event venues in the Canadian provinces of Alberta 
and British Columbia. On this guided tour, you’ll 
come across statuesque castles, enlivening dinner 
theatres and a museum with one of the world’s 
biggest collections of First Nation art—all of 
which are just as memorable as the event itself. 

Hatley Castle (Victoria, British Columbia)
When brides want to feel like a princess, they turn to the gorgeous Hatley 
Castle, a national historic site on the grounds of Royal Roads University 
in Victoria. Originally a private retirement home, the Edwardian style 
castle features lush gardens, a forest and recreational trails all overlook-
ing the Strait of Juan de Fuca across to the Olympic Mountains. “We’ve 
done 60 weddings in 5 months,” says Manager for Campus Services 
Lorraine Burtoi of the site’s mass appeal for wedded bliss.

Although it remains their largest line of business, Burtoi says the 
waterfront venue also coordinates a number of special events like incen-
tive travel programs and conferences as well as anniversaries, parties 
and galas that can be themed if desired. “Medieval is quite popular of 
course,” she says, noting that the estate speaks for itself. “To date we 
haven’t had any clients that needed to bring in décor other than chair 
covers and linens, and the caterer can help with that.” 

Hatley Castle exclusively partners with Truffles Catering, one of 
Victoria’s leading culinary companies, that assembles a variety of 
high-end buffets for guests; seated and plated options are also avail-
able. The site can accommodate 100 people seated or 200 standing 
in the first floor Drawing Room, or up to 350 guests with exterior 
tenting in the Croquet Garden. Although the castle is in its original 
state, Burtoi assures, “we do have in-house A/V,” merging the historic 
flair with modern appeal. 

HATLEY CASTLE
This national historic site on the 
grounds of Royal Roads University 
meshes classic with modern.

ROYAL BC MUSEUM
In one night get a full 
taste of British Colum-
bia with unique exhibits 
and themed menus.
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Royal BC Museum  
(Victoria, British Columbia)
From a private Valentine’s Day dinner 
for two to a school of 1,500 children that 
rented out the entire building, the Royal 
BC Museum in Victoria is one of the most 
popular—and versatile—attractions in 
the area. “We have bookings going into 
2018,” says Judith Brunt, facilities rentals 
manager. One of the reasons behind its 
appeal is the convenient location. “We are 
in walking distance to all the major hotels 
and across the way from the Victoria Con-
ference Centre so if you have a conference 
with international guests, they can visit 
without having to rely on cabs or buses,” 
says Brunt. In fact, corporate groups are 
one of the most frequent to rent out any 
of the three gallery spaces, each hosting 
up to 400-500 people. Inside, guests can 
mingle with cocktails near Wooly Mam-
moth statues and set up dinner tables 
around a submarine. 

Located in 
the Heart of
Massachusetts

Conference Rooms
Available for Booking

Event Services Available

State of the Art Technology

Recently Renovated 
Facilities

Seize The Moment
Exceptional events start with an exceptional setting. With world-class 

amenities, including a 300-seat ballroom and a state-of-the-art 20,000 square 

foot conference center, the Morris Inn can accommodate a broad range of 

events. And with well-appointed rooms complemented by our renowned 

hospitality, you will be made to feel welcome a thousand times over.

130 MORRIS INN // NOTRE DAME, IN 46556  

574.631.2000 // MORRISINN@ND.EDU // MORRISINN.ND.EDU

NOMINATED AS A 

TOP PLACE TO  
SAY “I DO” 

BY UNIQUE VENUES
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The museum was completed in 1967 as 
a legislative initiative to house the prov-
ince’s archival collection. It expanded into 
the private event sphere 18 years ago and 
has since found success by focusing on 
its unique history. “Menus are all done to 
reflect the area of the museum you’re sta-
tioned in,” says Brunt. The “old-fashioned 
town” will have grazing stations with ham 
and pulled pork, the “seashore” display 
offers a range of seafood and bison burg-
ers are served at the prehistoric exhibit. 
There’s also special entertainment that can 
be booked to fit in with the theme, from 
traditional masked dances to a Dixie band. 
Says Brunt, “In one night you can get a full 
taste of British Columbia.”

Anvil Conference Centre  
(New Westminster, British Columbia)
This boutique conference centre in metro 
Vancouver just opened in September and 
already it has drawn a lot of publicity, 
including a grand opening ceremony at-
tended by 7,000 people excited to see the 

arts and culture and conference hybrid. 
“We like to position ourselves not just as 
a venue, but an experience,” says Heidi 
Hughes, director of sales and marketing. 

Level one is dedicated conference space 
for up to 700 people, she says, while 
upper levels offer a 364-seat performing 
arts center, a new media arts gallery with 
panoramic digital art, the Westminster 
museum and archives and a temporary ex-
hibit space where groups can custom fit the 
room with their own displays and materials 
for an original reception area. “It’s really a 
place where people can meet, network, 
create, exhibit, learn and be engaged,” says 
Hughes, noting the building fulfills its 
mission as a civic facility owned by the city 
of New Westminster. 

It also fills a gap for the midsize confer-
ence venue that, until now, was not repre-
sented in the area. “A lot of hotels can take 
on these events, too, but because we are a 
regional venue without attached lodging 
we can accommodate day groups that 
hotels might shy away from.” Onsite, plan-

ners have access to event services, preferred 
suppliers, in-house catering, A/V capabili-
ties and décor facilitators that can arrange 
for pipe and drape for tradeshow needs.

Painted Boat Resort 
(Madeira Park, British Columbia)
Emerald Lake Lodge 
(Field, British Columbia)
The family-owned Canadian Rocky 
Mountain Resorts knows retreats. Based 
in Calgary, the company operates three 
mountain lodges including the Emerald 
Lake Lodge in Field as well as a villa resort 
on the Sunshine Coast called Painted 
Boat, both popular for groups looking for 
a real getaway. 

The adventure starts on the drive, says 
Tiana Demers, senior sales manager. “You 
have to drive through the Rockies to get to 
the Emerald Lake Lodge. It features some 
of the most beautiful parts of Canada, and 
really it could take you all day,” she says, 
noting many groups have participated in 
scavenger hunts along the way.  

ANVIL CONFERENCE CENTRE This brand-new, state-of-the-art cultural building and conference 
center fills the need for a midsize venue in New Westiminster, BC.

EMERALD LAKE LODGE
It could take you all day to drive 
to this lodge in Field, BC if you 

stop to look at the scenery on 
the way. 

The University of Washington is a recognized

leader in educating the next generation of thinkers, 

doers and leaders. In a place where new discoveries

happen every day, the UW provides an ideal setting

for your next conference, lecture or meeting.

Our high-tech meeting spaces and new housing

and dining facilities surrounded by the natural

beauty of the Pacific Northwest ensure an

exceptional experience for your attendees.

For more information about our conference

facilities or to make a reservation,

call us at 206-543-7636 or visit 

www.hfs.washington.edu/conferences.

meet | engage | celebrate

Discover
University of Washington

CORNERSTONE THEATRE
The venue looks rustic to fit in with the mountain 
town of Canmore but just wait until you see inside.

P
H

O
T

O
S

 C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

: 
A

N
V

IL
 C

O
N

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
 C

E
N

T
R

E
, 

C
O

R
N

E
R

S
T

O
N

E
 T

H
E

A
T

R
E

, 
E

M
E

R
A

L
D

 L
A

K
E

 L
O

D
G

E
.



The University of Washington is a recognized

leader in educating the next generation of thinkers, 

doers and leaders. In a place where new discoveries

happen every day, the UW provides an ideal setting

for your next conference, lecture or meeting.

Our high-tech meeting spaces and new housing

and dining facilities surrounded by the natural

beauty of the Pacific Northwest ensure an

exceptional experience for your attendees.

For more information about our conference

facilities or to make a reservation,

call us at 206-543-7636 or visit 

www.hfs.washington.edu/conferences.

meet | engage | celebrate

Discover
University of Washington
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Once you do get to the lodge, though, be 
ready for downtime. “It’s completely seclud-
ed,” says Demers. So much so that you have to 
be bused to the front doors since there’s only 
one bridge that enters and exits the property. 
There’s no cell service, as required by Parks 
Canada, “but it adds to the appeal,” admits 
Demers. Many groups will use the chance 
to unwind and enjoy outdoor activities like 
hiking, canoeing or skiing and then retiring 
at night for a murder mystery party. With 24 
cabins, there are a total of 85 guest rooms, 
each with a fireplace. There are also private 
spaces including a restaurant and main lodge.

Painted Boat is less pastoral with 30 villas 
that sit on the water. Each rented condo is 
1,100 square feet with two beds, two baths and 
a full kitchen. “Guests enjoy a resort feel with 
room service, a full spa, bike and paddleboard 
rentals and an infinity pool,” says Demers. 
Onsite there is also a restaurant that can be 
booked out as well as lower level conference 
space. In total, the property has room for up 
to 150 people. Both locations have set menus 
but they can be flexible; and the best part just 
might be the bison and elk from the family’s 
own game farm. 

Cornerstone Theatre and Restaurant 
(Canmore, Alberta)
If Cornerstone Theatre and Restaurant looks 
familiar to you, it’s because it is modeled 
after Niagara’s famous The Oh Canada Eh? 

dinner theatre. “The owners really wanted to 
replicate it here,” says General Manager Pam 
Warburton of the Alberta venue, which is 
rustic enough to fit in with the atmosphere of 
the local mountain town but also has a lot of 
scenery and features to boast inside.  

“Because we’re a theatre we have everything 
a planner needs onsite,” says Warburton. That 
includes an elevated stage that can allow for 
bands, DJs or featured speakers, as well as 
theatre lights comprised of LEDs and Gobos, 
a projector and screen and a soundboard that 
can man wireless or lapel microphones.

Although there are theatre productions 
that run throughout the week and weekend, 
there are regular days and times available for 
private groups, with Warburton figuring the 
property has hosted 27 weddings and confer-
ences in 2013. The theatre itself can seat up to 
280 and can be split into three separate areas 
with curtains; a lobby is useful for meetings 
of 10-12 people.

Another benefit of Cornerstone Theatre is 
its in-house catering department. “We have 
our own chef and food and beverage con-
sultant on hand,” says Warburton. The staff 
encourages a buffet or family style setting, but 
can tailor make the experience, too. “Planners 
can mix and match from menus, and if they 
have a certain theme we like to work with the 
idea to make something that’s more one-of-
a-kind.” That, she says, always gets a good 
round of applause. 

GET CONNECTED

Anvil Centre
UniqueVenues.ca/AnvilCentre
(604) 515.3815

Cornerstone Theatre and 
Restaurant
UniqueVenues.ca/CornerstoneTheatre
(403) 609.0004

Emerald Lake Lodge
UniqueVenues.ca/EmeraldLake
(403) 410.7417

Hatley Castle 
UniqueVenues.ca/RoyalRoads
(250) 391.2600

Painted Boat Resort
UniqueVenues.ca/PaintedBoat
(403) 775.7784

Royal BC Museum
UniqueVenues.ca/RoyalBCMuseum
(250) 387.5745

TIP:
Find your perfect 
unique venue in 
western Canada 

(or anywhere!) with 
new, advanced 

search options on 
UniqueVenues.ca and 

UniqueVenues.com 
that let you browse  

by region. 

Turn to page 84 to see 
a comprehensive list of 
all our member venues 

in western Canada.
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THE PAINTED BOAT
The Painted Boat Resort 
in Madeira Park, BC has 
30 villas that sit right on 

the water.

University of PUget soUnd is a national liberal 

arts college in the vibrant city of Tacoma, Washington. Our 

beautiful, 97-acre campus in the city’s scenic North End offers 

state-of-the-art facilities, varied housing and dining options, 

24/7 assistance, and close proximity to Tacoma’s natural parks, 

cultural amenities, and neighborhood shops and restaurants. 

Puget Sound is the ideal setting for your conference, retreat, 

camp, or special event. 

We offer meeting spaces tailored to your event needs. 

Choose from auditoriums, athletic facilities and sports fields, 

classrooms, conference rooms, exhibit space, and lecture halls. 

Most facilities contain modern audio/visual equipment, and 

technical assistance is available. Guests enjoy free parking and 

WiFi, and on-site registration services.

On-campus housing options, including single- and double-

occupancy rooms and suite-style accommodations, are 

available from mid-May through mid-August, and include 

optional linen service. All lodging facilities are within a short 

distance of academic buildings, meeting rooms, and Wheelock 

Student Center, the hub of campus, where meals are served.

Our privately owned and operated dining services department 

has meal plans and special food service options to meet your 

needs. Cafeteria-style service is provided for complete meals 

for overnight groups, and our catering staff prepares and serves 

excellent events of all sizes, from refreshment breaks and 

beverage service to receptions and banquets.

Guests are welcome to use, at no additional charge, the 

university fitness center and pool, running/walking track, and 

tennis courts. Just a short drive from campus visitors can 

explore the award-winning Point Defiance Zoo and Aquarium, 

Tacoma’s theater and museum districts, and downtown 

galleries and eateries.

Contact us today to discuss your event with a  

Puget sound conference team member.

253.879.3483  |  conferences@pugetsound.edu

pugetsound.edu/conferences
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University of PUget soUnd is a national liberal 

arts college in the vibrant city of Tacoma, Washington. Our 

beautiful, 97-acre campus in the city’s scenic North End offers 

state-of-the-art facilities, varied housing and dining options, 

24/7 assistance, and close proximity to Tacoma’s natural parks, 

cultural amenities, and neighborhood shops and restaurants. 

Puget Sound is the ideal setting for your conference, retreat, 

camp, or special event. 

We offer meeting spaces tailored to your event needs. 

Choose from auditoriums, athletic facilities and sports fields, 

classrooms, conference rooms, exhibit space, and lecture halls. 

Most facilities contain modern audio/visual equipment, and 

technical assistance is available. Guests enjoy free parking and 

WiFi, and on-site registration services.

On-campus housing options, including single- and double-

occupancy rooms and suite-style accommodations, are 

available from mid-May through mid-August, and include 

optional linen service. All lodging facilities are within a short 

distance of academic buildings, meeting rooms, and Wheelock 

Student Center, the hub of campus, where meals are served.

Our privately owned and operated dining services department 

has meal plans and special food service options to meet your 

needs. Cafeteria-style service is provided for complete meals 

for overnight groups, and our catering staff prepares and serves 

excellent events of all sizes, from refreshment breaks and 

beverage service to receptions and banquets.

Guests are welcome to use, at no additional charge, the 

university fitness center and pool, running/walking track, and 

tennis courts. Just a short drive from campus visitors can 

explore the award-winning Point Defiance Zoo and Aquarium, 

Tacoma’s theater and museum districts, and downtown 

galleries and eateries.

Contact us today to discuss your event with a  

Puget sound conference team member.

253.879.3483  |  conferences@pugetsound.edu

pugetsound.edu/conferences



Banquets Conference Meetings Retreats Summer Camps

Conferences  Meetings  Retreats  Banquets  Summer Camps

Simple, enjoyable event planning...the way it should be.

300 Fraser Purchase Road  Latrobe, PA  www.stvincent.edu/events  724-532-5030

•Banquet facilities accommodate up to 250
•7,400 square feet of meeting space
•Expert event coordinators
•Delectable food, impeccable service
•Located on a beautiful 200-acre campus

•Complimentary on-campus parking 
•Complimentary wireless Internet 
•State-of-the-art audio visual technology
•LEED™ Gold-certifi ed 
•Seasonal housing available

Experience Benedictine hospitality in a retreat-like setting.
Call today for more information.

Spring 2014 // UniqueVenues.com // 3332 // unique venues // Spring 2014

“It was an auspicious beginning and an 
extraordinary event to host when we were 
so new,” says Catherine Silver, vice presi-
dent of ballpark enterprises and guest ex-
periences who now estimates the ballpark 
hosts around 600 events per year. “We 
literally had 40,000 people take commu-
nion at the concession stands, which was 
pretty amazing.”

It was a similar experience at The Tower 
at Rice-Eccles Stadium at the University 
of Utah when it was home to the open-
ing and closing ceremonies of the 2002 
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City. 

“Hosting the ceremonies actually al-
lowed us to expand and offer our current 
reception areas,” says Melissa Van Hien, 
client services manager, who notes that 
many private functions today still like to 
play off the Olympic theme. “It gave us 
the opportunity to start investing in more 
events with the funding to build [spaces] 
and bring in necessary equipment.”

Today that means fi lling up the stadium 
with large groups for prominent public 
events like U2’s 360 Tour or welcoming 
smaller corporate holiday parties in a vari-
ety of private skyboxes. In these and many 
more examples, what planners have come 
to realize is that arenas are in fact winsome 
places to host events of all sizes thanks to 
a variety of spaces, special services and oh 
yeah, stadium seating.

TAKE EVERYONE 
Out  t o  th e 

FROM TELEVISED PAPAL MASSES TO MORE INTIMATE CORPORATE 
GATHERINGS, THESE STADIUMS HAVE MUCH TO OFFER 

EVENT PLANNERS IN THE OFF-SEASON.

By Selena Fragassi

NATIONALS PARK 
wasted no time in hosting a lavish event 

right a� er it opened in 2008. The stadium, 
normally home to the Washington Nationals 

Major League Baseball team, welcomed 
former Pope Benedict XVI for a well-

publicized Papal Mass just two weeks later.

Bring your meeting or event to 
PNC Park in Pittsburgh, and you'll 
have a home team advantage when 
it comes to attendance.
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We Open Doors

 DOWNLOADDOWNLOADDOWNLOAD

uniquevenues.com 

FREE
event 

inspiration
AT  YOUR 

fi ngertips.

DIGITAL  EDIT IONS OF 
UNIQUE VENUES MAGAZINE 

available for iOS and Android
apple | google play | amazon
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right a� er it opened in 2008. The stadium, 
normally home to the Washington Nationals 

Major League Baseball team, welcomed 
former Pope Benedict XVI for a well-

publicized Papal Mass just two weeks later.



Banquets Conference Meetings Retreats Summer Camps

Conferences  Meetings  Retreats  Banquets  Summer Camps

Simple, enjoyable event planning...the way it should be.

300 Fraser Purchase Road  Latrobe, PA  www.stvincent.edu/events  724-532-5030

•Banquet facilities accommodate up to 250
•7,400 square feet of meeting space
•Expert event coordinators
•Delectable food, impeccable service
•Located on a beautiful 200-acre campus

•Complimentary on-campus parking 
•Complimentary wireless Internet 
•State-of-the-art audio visual technology
•LEED™ Gold-certifi ed 
•Seasonal housing available

Experience Benedictine hospitality in a retreat-like setting.
Call today for more information.
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FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, UNIQUE VENUES 
HOSTS ITS VERY OWN BEST OF AWARDS.

  
Here are the special event venues, conference centers, 

sporting arenas, camps and retreats, campuses and cruise 
ships that prove being different is a very good thing.

BY SELENA FRAGASSI



 52 // unique venues // best of unique venues

In our industry, it’s a hal lmark to stand out from tradit ional meeting and event 

venues. Many times, these unique spaces do so on a dai ly basis without recognit ion.  

We needed to change that. So, for the first-time ever in the history of the industry and  

our organization, Unique Venues assembled its very own Best Of 2014 awards, asking our readers to 

vote for their favorite venues in 25 distinct categories, from the best venue on a per diem  

to the best spot for a family reunion. CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE  
WINNERS AND THE RUNNERS UP!

Best Venue to Film a Movie

WINNER: Boston University, Boston, MA

“Boston University was basically our back lot for [filming], and the cooperation we received was unprecedented,” says Charlie 
Harrington, a top location manager about working with the campus staff to film the Columbia Pictures movie “21.” Boston 
University has also been the setting for productions such as “The Social Network,” “Friday Night Lights” and “60 Minutes,” 
among others. While film and television crews can be a demanding audience, any surprise requests are met by a One-Stop 
Shop department that is versed in working with a number of service providers to make sure needs are met. “It gives us the 
opportunity to see how many things our campus can actually provide to clients,” says Nicolle Paeglow, associate director of 
events and conferences. UniqueVenues.com/BostonUniv // (617) 353.3520

RUNNERS UP: Nipissing University  |  North Bay, ON  
  Iona College  |  New Rochelle, NY 

Boston University
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best of 

W I NNERSBest Venue to Host a  
Meeting or Event on a Per Diem

WINNER: University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, CO

Budgets are a necessary, if not exasperating, part of the planning process. Yet venues like the 
University of Colorado, Colorado Springs have systems in place that help ease the situation 
and enable coordinators to stay in line. “We [are] transparent and upfront with our costs so 
that each client can visualize their event without worrying about hidden fees,” says Andre-
anna Romero, conference and event specialist. Whether accommodating a state or federal 
agency, a nonprofit or conference group with limited funding, the department looks for cost 
effective measures such as procuring goods and services and reducing overhead costs. That 
doesn’t mean the campus cuts corners on spaces and services, though—they have welcomed 
recent expansions including a new classroom building and parking garage and the launch of a 
self-operated Dining & Food Service department. UniqueVenues.com/uccs // (719) 255.4445

Best Venue for a Formal Affair

WINNER: Carnegie Hall, New York, NY

For black tie galas and high-profile events, venues can be just as dressed up—none more 
than the illustrious Carnegie Hall in New York. “For more than a century, the greatest 
entertainers in the world have taken the stages here, and the history and palpable legacy 
permeates within the space,” says Morgan Bedore, vice president of sales and creative de-
velopment and part of the legendary Starr Restaurant group that oversees special events 
and menus at the venue. The landmark status has attracted both corporate and social 
planners to utilize the venue each year, with a number of spaces at their disposal. There 
are the classics such as the Shorin Club Room for 79 guests reception-style or 50 seated 
and the 220-cap Rohatyn Room, which features walls decorated with oversized posters of the noteworthy concerts. There are 
also new spaces such as the intimate May Room for 50 people and the skyline-facing Weill Terrace Room for up to 250 people. 
“Because our team works onsite, our familiarity with the spaces give planners an insider perspective,” says Stockton-Brown. 
UniqueVenues.com/CarnegieHall // (212) 903.9600

RUNNERS UP:

Salve Regina University 
Newport, RI,

The Conference Center at 
Saint Vincent College
Latrobe, PA

RUNNERS UP: 

Metropolitan Centre 
Calgary, AB

Dallas Museum of Art 
Dallas, TX

Carnegie Hall
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Best Venue for Exhibitions and Tradeshows

WINNER: Georgian Conference and Event Services, Barrie, ON

The Aging Wellness Fair, Skor Food Tradeshow and Flanagan Tradeshow are just some of 
the examples of the 15-20 large scale productions Ontario’s Georgian College hosts on a 
yearly basis. All come to the campus, just 90 minutes from Toronto, for its unlimited space 
and flexibility. “We can transform our Student Athletic Centre into a 20,000-square-foot 
[grid] with column-free event space,” says Sara Tuck, manager of conference and event 
services. Here, the capacity allows for up to 110 booths, sized 10’ x 10’, that can fit pull-up 
banners, displays and even furniture. In addition to tradeshows, Georgian is also popular 
for conferences, meetings, youth/sports camps and religious retreats and corporate train-
ing. UniqueVenues.ca/GeorgianConferenceServices // (705) 728.1968 

Best Outdoor Event Space

WINNER: Lewis & Clark College, Portland, OR

According to the Princeton Review, Lewis & Clark College is one of the most beauti-
ful campuses in the country, and the scenery starts at the moment of arrival. Guests 
are greeted by lavish gardens filled with fountains and flowers and a glamorous 1920s 
pool. There are three outdoor rooms available for rent: a stone terrace covered by a 
wisteria arbor that looks down to a reflecting pool popular for cocktail receptions or 
intimate weddings; the Great Plat Lawn, one of the largest garden venues in Port-
land (for up to 950 people), with rhododendron walls and a water lily fountain; and 
Cobblestone Circle used for artistic performances and ceremonies. Special events are 
welcome June through August; one of the most special was “a jazz club around the 
reflection pool at sunset,” says Kerry Parker Keenon, associate director of conference 
and events. “It was magical.” UniqueVenues.com/lewisandclark // (503) 768.7235

RUNNERS UP: Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre  |  Vancouver, BC  
The New York Botanical Garden  |  Bronx, NY

RUNNERS UP:

MacEwan University 
Edmonton, AB

University of Maryland 
College Park, MD

Lewis & Clark College

Georgian Conference & Event Services
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Best Teambuilding 
Equipment and Programming

WINNER: Headspace, Calgary, AB

Want to create a large trust circle or human knot? Pull out bleachers and have improv the-
atre? Set up a human chain or fitness challenge? Create a yoga studio? Headspace can do all 
of that. “Our space is 100% customizable to meet the needs of each team,” says Chris Bed-
ford, president and CEO of Karo Group that oversees Headspace. The 5,000-square-foot 
raw concept space also has a projection system and 15’ screen, PA and mixing board and 
a catering kitchen. The amenities have made it popular with clients such as Apple, Audi, 
Range Rover and Jaguar for teambuilding, trainings and planning sessions. The space is a 
“blank canvas,” says Bedford and can host up to 200 people. “We can do classroom-style, 
living room, boardroom, gym, dancefloor, stage — you name it. And to top it all off, 
Headspace is 100% solar-powered.”  UniqueVenues.ca/headspace // (403) 541.2799

RUNNERS UP: 

Rutgers University Inn &  
Conference Center
New Brunswick, NJ

University of Florida Conference Services 
Gainesville, FL

best of 

W I NNERS

Best Farm-to-Table 
Group Catering Offerings

WINNER: Phipps Conservatory & Botanical 
Gardens, Pittsburgh, PA

At Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens, the farm-
to-table dining program is so fresh, it was just launched this 
summer. Here the focus is on locally sourced ingredients 
for menus. “We use as much produce as possible from our 
own onsite Green Rooftop Edible Garden as well as a vari-
ety of local farms that participate in our Farmers at Phipps 
Market, held from June to October,” says Jonathan Crayton, 
general manager of leisure services for Sodexo, which services 
the venue. There’s no standard menu for any event, which 
makes it possible to get creative with each group. Family-
style seating is offered in either the Outdoor Garden or 
Special Events Hall, both accommodating up to 150 people.  
UniqueVenues.com/PhippsConservatory // (412) 622.6915

RUNNERS UP: Chicago Botanic Garden  |  Glencoe, IL  
University of Cailfornia, Davis  |  Davis, CA

Best Place to Host an 
LGBT-Friendly Event 
WINNER: Metropolitan Centre, Calgary, AB

Canada’s Metropolitan Centre has a lot of pride for the number 
of LGBT-friendly events it arranges each year, with many 
couples flocking to the luxury venue for their special wedding 
day. In addition, the multi-purpose space is also home to a large 
fall event, the Superheroes, Villains and Pride Halloween Gala. 
“We have a lot of acceptance and willingness to host these events 
as opposed to other traditional downtown facilities,” says Tracey 
Wilkinson, head of sales. Onsite there is a ballroom for 350 
seated or 500 reception-style as well as a lecture theatre for up 
to 150. UniqueVenues.ca/MetropolitanCentre // (403) 266.3876 

RUNNERS UP: University of Pennsylvania–
Perelman Quadrangle  |  Philadelphia, PA
Delaware Art Museum  |  Wilmington, DE  
Glenview Mansion & F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre  |  Rockville, MD

Headspace
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Best Place to Say ‘I Do’

WINNER: Younts Conference Center at  
Furman University, Greenville, SC

Finding the perfect wedding venue is one of the biggest 
challenges for any bride and groom. Luckily, Younts Con-
ference Center at Furman University is available—and of-
fering reduced rates on Fridays and Saturdays for even more 
incentive. “We offer wedding parties a lot of versatility,” says 
Director Kay Knight of the 40-plus ceremonies and recep-
tions her team coordinates each year. That includes the use of 
the outdoor Heller Terrace and DeSantis Pavilion, an onsite 
chapel, numerous scenic locations for photo opportunities, 
free parking and an inclusive rental fee that offers everything 
“borrowed” for one flat rate. Says Knight, “Our center is 
easy to navigate and no one else is in the building during 
the reception, which makes the event even more intimate.”  
UniqueVenues.com/Younts // (864) 294.2390

RUNNERS UP: Museum of Science 
and Industry  |  Chicago, IL
Notre Dame Conference Center and Morris Inn  |  Notre Dame, IN

Best Venue to Go DIY

WINNER: Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art, Vancouver, BC

You’d expect an art gallery to be supportive of getting creative with your food and 
décor—and Vancouver’s Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art doesn’t disappoint. 
Here, planners are allowed to transform the space into their own vision by choosing 
their favorite suppliers and caterers, “and there are no additional fees to do so,” says 
Paula Fairweather, director of marketing and sales. She further notes that “staff can 
assist in sourcing artists for cultural introductions or unique performances” as part 
of the program. Many, she says, opt to use First Nations caterers who can present 
traditional Northwest Coast cuisine, which aligns with the built-in ambiance of fixed 
and rotating displays that include jewelry, a soaring totem pole and various colorful 
paintings. Further amenities include the use of docents, a gallery gift shop, free Wi-Fi 
and basic presentation support. UniqueVenues.ca/BillReidGallery // (604) 682.3455 

RUNNERS UP: 

National Museum of Nuclear 
Science and History   
Albuquerque, NM

Glenview Mansion & F. 
Scott Fitzgerald Theatre
Rockville, MD

Best Venue  
in a Rural Location

WINNER: Lodge at Little Seneca Creek, Potomac, MD

It’s a bit country but also totally rocks for special events. The 
Lodge at Little Seneca Creek in Maryland is surrounded by 26 
acres of wooded parkland, rolling hills and a bubbling creek. 
“You can get away from the hustle and bustle of the urban 
environment in this rustic and natural setting,” says Facility 
Manager Shelley Fisher. Inside there is a towering wood-burning 
fireplace for a cozy and intimate setting while outside the elegant 
Seneca Tent is installed every year from April to October to 
provide for a protected outdoor area for dining, dancing and 
special ceremonies. While the tent can accommodate 120-150 
guests, the lodge can fit up to 175 depending on the room setup. 
A new bridal room with private washroom and ample space will 
be available in early 2015 as well. Although it’s away from the big 
city, Fisher says the Lodge has partnered with a number of area 
hotels for discounts, some of which also provide free shuttles. 
UniqueVenues.com/LodgeSenecaCreek // (301) 563.7510

RUNNERS UP: Emerald Lake Lodge  |  Field, BC 
Colorado Mountain College  |  Leadville, CO
Lied Lodge & Conference Center  |  Nebraska City, NE

Bill Reid GalleryYounts Conference Center
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Best Venue for the Latest  
& Greatest Technology

WINNER: MEET Las Vegas, Las Vegas, NV

Upgrade is the name of the game at MEET Las Vegas. “We 
update our technology on a regular basis,” affirms Chrissy 
Meslener, director of marketing. Some of the high-tech 
features the three-floor venue offers include tele/data access 
points within every 10 feet and up to 100MBps Internet 
bandwidth, a specialized interior/exterior lighting infrastruc-
ture, portable and wall-mounted display monitors for signage, 
two plug-and-play classrooms with built-in workstations and 
upgraded projectors, audio mixing boards, microphones 
and speaker systems. Don’t fret—there’s also a team of help 
both in-house and freelance that can help you migrate all the 
special effects. “We have partners in Juniper, Cisco, Innova-
tive Network Solutions, Shortel, Layer 3 and Aruba,” says 
Meslener. “And we can quickly load Windows 8, Windows 7, 
Linux, or even XP for our clients, depending on their needs.” 
UniqueVenues.com/MeetLasVegas // (702) 734.6338

RUNNERS UP: Georgia Institute of Technology  |  Atlanta, GA
Ryerson Conference Services and Lodging  |  Toronto, ON

Best Venue for  
Fitness Offerings

WINNER: The University of Texas at Dallas, 
Richardson, TX

“We believe fitness options are important to offer to groups 
to help them get energized or unwind from long days of 
classes or meetings,” says Pam McElrath, associate director 
of residential life. “Many of our groups utilize the fitness 
facilities during afternoon breaks or for organized evening 
activities. We also have the availability to host group classes 
within our housing facilities.” In addition, the University of 
Texas at Dallas has a comprehensive list of fitness equipment 
in two recreational centers with more than 150,000 square 
feet of space. This includes 100-plus cardio machines and 
free weights, five outdoor swimming pools, a 1,000-square-
foot climbing wall, 10 soccer fields, three outdoor basketball 
courts and 10 tennis courts (all lit at night) plus 30 different 
group exercise classes. The campus can arrange temporary 
memberships, reserve facilities and arrange for lifeguards as 
needed. UniqueVenues.com/univtexasdallas // (972) 883.7419

RUNNERS UP: Ithaca College  |  Ithaca, NY
Kenyon College  |  Gambier, OH

best of 

W I NNERS

Best Training and Development Facility

WINNER: OFFSITE New York, New York, NY
When your team needs to get in the zone, go OFFSITE. “Our locations are designed and wired 
to foster productivity and inspire creativity in a way that no other venue can,” says Sarah Vayner-
man, direction of communications. Open since July 2012, the New York facility has three levels 
tailored for collaboration, discussion and presentation, all open to the client. It includes a main 
floor with lounge seating, three LED Smart TVs, thick curtains providing for breakout sections 
and a stocked kitchen when you need an energy boost. The mezzanine level offers a state-of-the-art 
conference room table for 30 that can also be rolled away for an open area as well as floor-to-ceiling 
whiteboard walls and a SMART Board for high-tech interaction. Other features include a third, 
underground level, a library of reading material, accessible Wi-Fi and an on-call host that can print 
documents. UniqueVenues.com/offsite // (646) 918.0625

RUNNERS UP: Bowling Green State University  |  Bowling Green
Babson Executive Conference Center  |  Babson Park, MA

OFFSITE New York

MEET Las Vegas University of Texas
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Best Venue to 
Meet with Fewer 
than 100 People

WINNER: The Carriage House,  
Washington, D.C.

When size does matter, The Carriage House in Wash-
ington, D.C. is equipped to provide intimate quarters 
for smaller groups. The “modern meeting space in a 
classic setting” can host as few as 5 in an upstairs 
conference room and as many as 70 people in the 
downstairs reception area; there’s also patio space for 
receptions. Plus, says Events and Digital Media Co-
ordinator Laura McHugh, “We are tucked away from 
the hustle and bustle of one of D.C.’s busiest areas, the 
Dupont Circle neighborhood, which means Carriage 
House can be a quiet retreat and the ideal setting for 
small to mid-size meetings, workshops and confer-
ences.” Recently they’ve hosted events for the U.S. 
Institute of Peace and the National Science Founda-
tion that were able to tap into amenities including wire-
less Internet service, coffee breaks and staff support.  
UniqueVenues.com/CarriageHouse // (202) 319.8476

RUNNERS UP: AMA San Francisco Conference  
Center  |  San Francisco, CA
Tilson Conference Center  |  Greenwood, IN

Best Venue for a 
Family Reunion 
or Gathering

WINNER: Silver Bay YMCA, Silver Bay, NY
Family time is at the heart of the Silver Bay YMCA 
located in the beautiful Adirondacks. Just ask the East-
ham Family that celebrated their 50th reunion this year. 
“The wonderful part about the Silver Bay experience is 
how each family member can do their own thing and 
then get together for interfamily activities,” says one 
member. Specifically for children, there’s the Silver 
Camp day program, a craft shop and swim lessons; 
but all can come together for a scavenger hunt, beach 
party, square dance or trivia night. “Families can put 
their personal stamp on their reunion,” says Liz Hinck, 
sales and marketing director. Knowing that memories 
are also made around the family meal, Hinck says there 
are many options to choose from including a beach bar-
becue, formal dinner at the historic inn, campfire with 
s’mores, or even making a family recipe the dish du jour.  
UniqueVenues.com/SilverBayYMCA // (518) 543.8833 

RUNNERS UP: Georgia International Horse Park  |  
Conyers, GA
The Conference Center at George Williams College  |  Williams 
Bay, WI

Best Venue to Host a Youth 

Meeting or Sports Camp

WINNER: Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO

The youth of America are in good hands at Colorado State Uni-
versity. The campus has a number of parameters in place to make 
sure visiting groups of children are well attended to during their 
stay, which can average three to five nights. First the university 
requires a 12-1 adult-to-youth ratio at all times and provides every 
adult group leader with a green wristband to assist staff and young 
guests with quick identification. The layout of the one square mile 
campus is also beneficial because it is self-contained with no major 
thoroughfares—and is walkable and bike friendly. “Our rec center 
is very appealing for our youth groups because of the lazy river 
pool and 55-foot climbing wall,” says Dezarai Brubaker, director. 
But even more important are the long-term goals, she says. “The 
experience gives potential college students firsthand experiences 
that can be valuable in making educational choices in the future.” 
UniqueVenues.com/CSU // (970) 491.1378

RUNNERS UP: Simon Fraser University  |  Burnaby, BC
National 4-H Youth Center  |  Chevy Chase, MD

Best Newly Opened  
or Renovated Venue 

WINNER: Tinkham Veale University Center, Cleveland, OH

Sometimes the best things are not only new but also novel. Such is 
the story of Tinkham Veale University Center, a 24-hour facility 
at Case Western Reserve University that recently opened to staff, 
students, faculty and visiting groups. The 83,000-square-foot build-
ing, named for an esteemed 1937 graduate, features four conference 
rooms, a video gaming room, a two-story media wall with a beacon 
and touch-interactive screen, a 7,500-square-foot ballroom with ad-
vanced A/V and sound systems, an amphitheater and a full-service 
restaurant and food court with outdoor seating and bar. The new 
center can host up to 750 for lectures and has flexible catering options.   
UniqueVenues.com/tinkhamvealecenter // (216) 368.0436

RUNNERS UP: The Anvil Centre  |  New Westminster, BC
Atlanta Metropolitan State College Easley Pavilion  |  Atlanta, GA

Tinkham Veale 
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Best Conference Center to Get Down to Business

WINNER: The Conference Center at Montclair State University, Montclair, NJ

When it’s time to the hit the books, there are venues ready to help you turn the page. The 
Conference Center at Montclair State University has a lot to offer clients, says Associate 
Director Kaitlin Kurdyla. “We pride ourselves on our price transparency, which includes 
a generous flat rate for setup, breakdown, housekeeping, A/V and a technician and site 
supervisor.” There is also parking, shuttles and food onsite for business guests, and inter-
ested planners can look forward to spaces such as the 500-person ballroom and prestigious 
presidential board room as well as breakout rooms, lecture halls and theaters. “One of our 
most amazing features is our unique location with breathtaking views of the New York 
City skyline. We have trains and buses that run constantly for access to the city,” says 
Kurdyla. Some recent clients have included Apple, Verizon, even a “General Hospital” fan 
meet and greet. UniqueVenues.com/MontclairStateConfCtr // (973) 655.3391

best of 

W I NNERS

Best College or University to Hold a Meeting or Event

WINNER: Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA

“It has been one of the best experiences of my life,” said one participant who 
attended a conference at Georgia Tech last summer. The sentiment is univer-
sal for many who convene on the Atlanta campus. “Georgia Tech is always 
seeking ways to enhance services for clients,” says Sravanthi Meka, marketing 
manager. That includes boasting a certified One-Stop Shop, onsite registration 
and access to a professional conference manager who leads planners through 
the early stages. The campus has small spaces including classes for 25-100 
guests all the way to a 9,000-cap arena and a 1,100-seat performing arts center. 
Lodging is also available for more than 4,000 overnight visitors with tradi-
tional and apartment-style rooms. Location is an advantage, too. “Being in the 
heart of midtown Atlanta allows our conference services department to offer 
the best options,” says Meka. That includes working with the Georgia World 
Conference Center, the Georgia Dome and the Atlanta CVB to secure activi-
ties anywhere you want to go. UniqueVenues.com/georgiatech // (404) 894.6675

RUNNERS UP: MacEwan University  |  Edmonton, AB
UCLA  |  Los Angeles, CA

RUNNERS UP: 

Conference Center at 
Waltham Woods 
Waltham, MA

Metro Meeting Centers 
Boston, MA

Montclair State

Georgia Tech
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Best Cruise Ship to Host Your Event at Sea 

WINNER: Royal Caribbean, Miami, FL

When you want to mix business and leisure, look no further than a cruise ship. “About 82% of North Americans have 
never cruised, so this is an opportunity to create a memorable and unique experience,” says Lori Cassidy, director of global 
corporate, incentive and charter sales for the Royal Caribbean International line, one of the leaders with 22 ships that sail on 
three to seven night voyages. These resorts-at-sea offer something for everyone with activities like shopping at Coach® and 
GUESS® or zip lining, dining, entertainment including Broadway hits “Chicago” and “Mamma Mia,” spas and event spaces 
ranging from 400-person conference centers to the Studio B Ice Rink with stadium seating for up to 1,000 guests—and all at 
an affordable price. The new Quantum of the Seas vessel will be the first Smart Ship with advanced technology like satellite 
service to enhance wireless capacity, SMART Check-In and SMART Concierge that lets you access all the features with just 
your wristband. UniqueVenues.com/royalcaribbean // (800) 762.0458

RUNNER UP: Carolina Girl Yacht  |  Charleston, SC

Best Cultural or Historical Venue to Make History

WINNER: Dolce Hayes Mansion, San Jose, CA

Sometimes history repeats itself and sometimes it provides something entirely new as in the case of the Dolce Hayes Mansion that 
offers visiting guests the chance to be surrounded by a thrilling legacy. When the original 64-room mansion was completed in 1905, 
it was the home of the illustrious Hayes family who built their fortune in iron ore mining and was later involved in politics. The 
house was sold to the city of San Jose in 1985 and today is a private hotel and conference venue operated by Dolce Hotels and Re-
sorts. Onsite, there is 33,000 square feet of indoor and 15,000 square feet of outdoor space with terraces and lawns available for rent. 
Some of the memorable locations include an original drawing room, a library that serves as a lobby, an extravagant mosaic fireplace, 
historic photographs and original wood and décor from the early 20th century. UniqueVenues.com/hayesmansion // (408) 362.2328

RUNNERS UP: Navy Pier  |  Chicago, IL, Springs Preserve  |  Las Vegas, NV

Best Stadium or Arena to Have a Meeting/Event (and a Ball)

WINNER: FedExField, Landover, MD

If you want team camaraderie, look no further than a ballpark, arena or stadium for your next meeting or teambuilding 
session. At parks like FedExField, home of the Washington Redskins, the game is just the backdrop for what can be done 
inside and on the field for private groups. “Being a historic NFL franchise, we specialize in adding a unique touch,” says Jonte 
Valentine, manager of special events. That includes coordinating activities such as flag football, alumni player appearances, 
chalk talks and VIP tours. Groups can also use the HD video boards and LED ribbon boards for welcome messages and 
company logos. Some of the rentable spaces that clients like Mercedes Benz and MedStar Family look for include an Owner’s 
Club for 175 standing or 60 seated, a players lounge for 350 standing or 160 seated or a whole club level for up to 8,000 people. 
UniqueVenues.com/FedExField // (301) 276.6711

RUNNERS UP: PNC Park  |  Pittsburgh, PA, Nationals Stadium  |  Washington, D.C.

Royal Caribbean FedExField
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best of 

W I NNERS

Best Camp or Retreat Center to Unplug and Refocus

WINNER: Lutheridge Conference and Retreat Center, Asheville, NC

There’s a home away from home for busy, geared up groups to get away from it all. At Lutheridge Conference and Retreat 
Center, tucked away on top of a hill, “it is a place away from a daily routine yet close enough to the local attractions and 
resources in downtown Asheville,” says Executive Director Keith Johnson. “The simple act of meeting in a new place can 
spark a new idea or be the motivation needed to have open and forward moving discussion, which can be groundbreaking 
for an organization.” Here, customized retreats can have as much or as little programming as desired with access to group 
facilitation, A/V needs and meals either shared in the dining rooms or made in private cabin kitchens. Activities include 
the Group Interaction Course, a climbing tower, rock climbing, white water rafting, hiking and ropes courses. For meeting 
purposes, spaces range from the new 552-seat Faith Center to the two-story Efird Hall and the open pavilion Lakeside Lodge. 
UniqueVenues.com/Lutheridge // (828) 684.2361 

RUNNERS UP: Blachford Lake Lodge,  Arkansas 4-H  |  Little Rock, AR

Best Special Event Venue to Get the Party Started

WINNER: Perez Art Museum, Miami, FL

From huge installation works to modern photography and surrealist paintings, the Perez Art Museum Miami is one of Florida’s 
leading galleries for international art of the 20th and 21st centuries. In addition to the dynamic artwork on display is the build-
ing’s expressive design. “The space opens onto a sprawling outdoor plaza with greenery cascading from an open canopy, which 
allows for a venue that is neither inside nor outside but rather fully integrated with the environment,” says Morgan Bedore, 
vice president of sales and creative development. Inside, the lobby offers views of Biscayne Bay, Museum Park and Downtown 
Miami and can be rented for event use. The East Portico is the venue’s signature space that has been used by clients like W and 
GQ magazines to host receptions for 1,000-plus guests and dinners for 600. There is also the Terrace Platform, the Hoffman 
Boardroom and the outdoor Northern Trust Terrace available as well as other smaller performance, meeting and educational 
spaces for a truly memorable event. UniqueVenues.com/PerezMuseum // (786) 345.5645 

RUNNERS UP: Melrose Market Studios  |  Seattle, WA, Howl at the Moon  |  Denver, CO

Lutheridge Conference & Retreat Center

Perez Art Museum
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Much Ado 
A B O U T

MARKETING
THE FIRST-EVER BEST OF AWARDS  

ARE NOT JUST TO CELEBRATE  
THE AMAZING CAPABILITIES OF VENUES  

but also acknowledge how well they sell  
their locations and services. Meet the  

four top marketing masters.

BY SELENA FRAGASSI
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At Unique Venues Annual Marketing Conference in 

Nashvi l le in October, four venues got a big surprise when they were cal led to the stage to accept one 

of the first-ever Best Of Awards. Whereas the readers voted for their favorite venues for special 

services, these four were chosen for another reason—how well they marketed what they had to 

offer. Here are the winners for best website, best printed col lateral, best Unique Venues member 

profi le and best social media campaign. 

Best Website

WINNER: Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, MA
Easy navigation is key for a venue website. Meeting and event planners need to effectively and efficiently find the information 
they need to fully consider the location and submit a proposal. Mount Holyoke College and the Willits-Hallowell Conference 
Center were chosen because the campus best offered a simple, comprehensive and easy-to-maneuver website. Visitors to the site 
can enjoy a multi-faceted experience with a comprehensive selection of media including rich images, compelling video, easy 
calls-to-action and a clean and crisp design that is not only welcoming but also informative. 
www.meetatmhc.com // (413) 538.2051

RUNNERS UP: COSI Columbus (www.cosi.org/events), University of Delaware (www.udel.edu/conferences)

 
Best Printed Collateral

WINNER: University of California, Davis

Direct mail and printed materials are still vital in today’s plugged-in world. University of California, Davis understands this 
need and assembled a visually appealing brochure that has a clean look, large photo displays and superior quality of content to 
better reflect their meeting spaces for potential clients. UniqueVenues.com/ucdavis // (530) 747.3851

RUNNERS UP: Vancouver Art Gallery (UniqueVenues.ca/VancouverArtGallery), Simon Fraser University (UniqueVenues.ca/SimonFraser)

Above: (l-r) Jennifer Marion, Michaela Cahillane, Rachel Osborn and Imad 
Zubi: The team at Mount Holyoke College proudly displays their web 
design that won a Best Of award. At right: A look at the award-winning UC 
Davis printed collateral and the people behind it.
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best of 

MARKETING

Best Unique Venues  
Member Profile

WINNER: The Carter Hall Conference Center,  
Millwood, VA

The Unique Venues website allows members to have their 
own portals with various sections that can be filled in to 
provide more information on event spaces, catering, accom-
modations, dining, services and technology, among other 
categories. The team at Carter Hall Conference Center is 
this year’s winner for the best venue profile for expertly com-
pleting all pages of their expanded profile with comprehen-
sive information, fantastic imagery and updated information 
that is highly relevant for the targeted audience. The profile 
in total emulates the breadth of knowledge that meeting and 
event planners need to know to make the decision to pursue 
a proposal all from one spot. 
UniqueVenues.com/carterhall // (540) 837.9482

Best Social Media Campaign

WINNER: Brenau University, Gainesville, GA

In January 2014, the Office of University Events at Brenau 
University was tasked with putting together a large-scale 
event to signal the end of the first phase of the university’s 
Capital Campaign. It was a black tie event with an expected 
attendance of 500 people.

To create buzz before the event, the department utilized a 
#BrenauGala hashtag, which helped with ticket sales. They 
also engaged attendees, students and staff to use the hashtag 
during the night to allow those who were not in attendance 
to see the fun activities taking place and also generate inter-
est in the silent auction. As well, Brenau put together their 
first “Tweet Wall” that featured real time posts and a prize 
for the person who posted the most Tweets using the offi-
cial hashtag for the event. The campaign in total allowed 
the university to reach its goals and prove how effective 
this modern tool is for engaging people and promotion.  
UniqueVenues.com/brenau // (770) 531.3122 

Above: A snapshot of some of the 
Best Of Award winners, including 
the Vanderbilt University staff who 
received an honor for hosting the 
Annual Marketing Conference. At 
left: Jennifer Liesener from Carter 
Hall Conference Center accept-
ing the award for “best member 
profile.” At right: Tami Lee from 
Brenau University accepting the 
award for “best social media 
campaign.”
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•	 7,500	square	ft.	ballroom
•	Four	meeting	rooms
•	Food	court	with	five	dining	options
•	Full-service	restaurant
•	Floor-to-ceiling	windows
•	Advanced	A/V	technology
•	 LEED	certified	building
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case.edu/universitycenter	•	216.368.5681

Conference Management Services

208-885-9961  |  uidaho.edu/conferences
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news & awards BY SELENA FRAGASSI

INDUSTRY UPDATES

OFFSITE Moves Beyond NYC with 
Second Location in Second City 
Look out, Chicago—there’s a brand-new meetings and events 
venue causing quite a stir. OFFSITE, famous for its successful, 
turnkey New York operation, just opened the doors to a new 
space this October in the bustling West Loop neighborhood 
of the Windy City. The venue offers a multipurpose facility 
“designed and wired to inspire creativity, innovation and 
productivity in a way never before possible.” After a year 
scouting, planning, constructing and enhancing, OFFSITE is 
able to offer even more versatility and convenience in its second 
venture, including a larger event space, more adaptable furniture 
and an easy load-in area for vendors. 

UniqueVenues.com/OffsiteChicago

Conferences are More Than Welcome at California 
State University Northridge Student Union

The Northridge, California campus opened its first dedicated East Conference Center 
in August, located in the popular Student Union. Included are five state-of-the art 
meeting spaces and two conference rooms for a total of nearly 4,000 square feet. The 
new building offers a lounge, prayer/meditation/reflection room and washroom with two-
foot washing stations for religious purposes. The meeting rooms in particular are quite 
versatile allowing for multiple seating configurations and individual touch screen settings 
to control the lighting and A/V systems in each. In the conference room, there’s a dividable 
wall to provide independent capabilities. For any rental, there is an onsite professional 
staff available to assist with room set up and usage. “The University Student Union at 
CSUN has long been known for having the largest meeting and event facilities in L.A.’s 
San Fernando Valley,” says Jack Raab, associate director, operations and services. “But with 
the opening of the East Conference Center, we’ve raised our capabilities to an exciting new 
level.”  UniqueVenues.com/CSUNUSU

Cooper Hotel and 
Conference Center 
Has a Healthy 
Outlook 
The 61-room, full service Cooper 
Hotel and Conference Center in 
Dallas, Texas has been undergoing 
renovations in recent months; when 
completed it will represent the next 
phase of Cooper Aerobics’ multi-
million dollar improvement plan. 
Cooper Aerobics was founded in 1970 
by Kenneth H. Cooper, MD, MPH, 
“the father of aerobics,” and each of 
its venues has the same mission to 
make good health a habit. As such, 
the Cooper Hotel is open to the public 
and provides easy access to the 
health and wellness center as well as 
providing a location to de-stress and 
relax. Each corner of the hotel will be 
touched from refreshing all the guest 
rooms, outdoor pool and corridors to 
revamping the two 900-square-feet 
meeting rooms. The improvements 
also touch on Cooper Hotel’s new 
energy conservation initiatives. That 
includes the use of low VOC paint, wall 
coverings made of recycled materials, 
full LED lighting and Green Label 
Plus-certified carpet. 

UniqueVenues.com/cooperhotel
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Loyola’s Chef  
Scott Commings 
Survived “Hell’s 
Kitchen” and Won!
A huge congrats to Scott Commings, 
the executive chef of Loyola’s Retreat 
and Ecology Campus in suburban 
Chicago. He single-handedly won the 
latest installment of the FOX cooking 
competition series “Hell’s Kitchen,” and 
if you’re familiar with the host Gordon 
Ramsay you know that’s quite the feat. 
The top two contenders were actually 
both from Chicago (the other being Chef 
Jason Zepaltas), but it was Commings 
who took home the lucrative prize, a 
$250,000-a-year offer to head up the 
kitchen at Gordon Ramsay Pub & Grill 
in Las Vegas. It will be a tough loss for 
Loyola who has enjoyed his culinary 
expertise since 2010; in his tenure, 
Commings developed a locally sourced 
program that aligned with the campus’ 
sustainability efforts. He oversaw the 
five-acre farm at the Woodstock, Illinois 
grounds where students learned how to 
grow food and prepare it; it also supplied 
a large portion of the food served in 
the dining hall. Commings was also 
responsible for developing a number of 
hands-on culinary classes and programs 
at Loyola, from knife skills to pasta 
making and wine and food pairings. “Of 
course we’ll be sad to see him leave, 
but we realize this is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for Scott and his family. We 
really wish him nothing but the best, 
and we absolutely plan to continue the 
programs that he created,” says Tim 
McGuriman, associate vice president of 
capital planning at Loyola.  

UniqueVenues.com/LUCRetreatCenter

CONTACT ANN ELDER 
412-325-4746     
ann.elder@pirates.com     
pirates.com/pncparkevents
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Join us for your next 

conference or event.

Located in beautiful Gainesville, Florida, UF is the center of 

outstanding recreational and educational facilities. 

Start team building with us today.

Alone 
we can do so little;
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•  Reunions
•  Customized
    Events
•  Meetings &
 Seminars 

we can do so much.
–Helen Keller

Lake Wauburg High Ropes Course

Together

Experience Oregon!
Our experienced sta� and world-class 
facilities will create your perfect event or 
special occasion for all budgets. 

 

•  Packages and overnight accommodations 
•  Classic and modern buildings
•  Athletic and recreation facilities
•  Conference facilities, breakout rooms, and
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Award-winning dining and catering services•  
Custom-designed  group activities•  
Event services: registration, technical 
support, and 24-hour customer service

Conference Services
conferences.uoregon.edu • conferences@uoregon.edu • 541-346-6000

universityguesthouse.com
888-416-4075 

Located on the University of Utah campus, in the shadow of the Wasatch 
mountains, the University Guest House and Conference Center offers a 
variety of exciting and affordable options to meet your needs. 
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	 via	TRAX	light	rail

•	 20	minutes	from	Salt	Lake		
	 International	Airport

•	 Free	parking	and	WiFi

ELEVATE YOUR CONFERENCE  
THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH AND 

THE GUEST HOUSE ARE COMMITTED 

TO MAKING YOUR EVENT A SUCCESS
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INDEX

UniqueVenues.com is the largest 
online database of unique meeting and 
event venues with additional, in-depth 
information about each of the listings.

 Here, you can uncover availability, 
accommodation offerings including 
bath types, technology capabilities, 
rental fees, plus targeted info about 

meeting specifications including group 
capacities and square footage of each 
space. You can also view videos and 
browse photo galleries to get the full 

perspective before making a decision 
to book your event. The best part is the 
website offers a free search service that 

requires no fees or registration—and 
there is no commission for using the 

site or sending RFPs. You can browse 
without commitment and request 

additional information with the  
click of a button.

THE FOLLOWING PAGES FEATURE A COMPREHENSIVE INDEX OF ALL THE UNIQUE VENUES 

MEMBERS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA. EACH LISTING IS ORGANIZED 

ALPHABETICALLY FOR EASE OF USE AND FEATURES THE NAME OF THE VENUE, CITY AND 

UNIQUE VENUES WEBSITE ADDRESS, WHICH HOLDS EVEN MORE INFORMATION FOR PLANNERS.

start your
 SEARCH now

G e t  C o n n e c t e d :  U n i q u e Ve n u e s. c o m

Come and see what makes us Driven to Discover.
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USA

ARIZONA
❱ High Country Conference Center at 
Northern Arizona University // Flagstaff
uniquevenues.com/HighCountryCC

❱ Thunderbird Executive Inn & 
Conference Center // Glendale
uniquevenues.com/ThunderbirdExecutiveInn

ARKANSAS
❱ Arkansas 4-H Center // Little Rock
uniquevenues.com/arkansas4hcenter

CALIFORNIA
❱ AMA San Francisco Conference 
Center // San Francisco 
uniquevenues.com/amasanfrancisco

Arrowhead Pine Rose Cabins // Twin Peaks
uniquevenues.com/pinerosecabins

California State University - Bakersfield  
// Bakersfield
uniquevenues.com/CSUBakersfield

❱ California State University 
Channel Islands // Camarillo 
uniquevenues.com/calstatechannelislands

❱ California State University, 
Northridge // Northridge 
uniquevenues.com/CalStateNorthridge

❱ California State University, 
Northridge - University Student 
Union // Northridge 
uniquevenues.com/CSUNUSU

Chapman University // Orange 
uniquevenues.com/Chapman

Concordia University Irvine // Irvine 
uniquevenues.com/ConcordiaIrvine

Dolce Hayes Mansion // San Jose 
uniquevenues.com/hayesmansion

❱ Event Services at U.C. Berkeley 
// Berkeley 
uniquevenues.com/UCBerkeleyUnion

❱ Fairplex Hotel & Conference 
Center // Pomona 
uniquevenues.com/FairplexConfCtr

Humboldt State University // Arcata
uniquevenues.com/humboldtstate

❱ Loyola Marymount University  
// Los Angeles 
uniquevenues.com/LoyolaMarymount

❱ Occidental College // Los Angeles 
uniquevenues.com/Occidental

Pepperdine University // Malibu  
uniquevenues.com/Pepperdine

❱ Pickwick Gardens Conference 
Center // Burbank 
uniquevenues.com/Pickwick

❱ Pomona College // Claremont 
uniquevenues.com/PomonaCollege

❱ Riverside Convention & Visitors 
Bureau // Riverside 
uniquevenues.com/RiversideCVB

❱ San Francisco State University  
// San Francisco 
uniquevenues.com/SFSU

❱ San Jose State University // San Jose 
uniquevenues.com/sjsu

❱ San Ramon Valley Conference 
Center // San Ramon 
uniquevenues.com/sanramonvalleycc

❱  Simpson University // Redding
uniquevenues.com/SimpsonUniv

❱ Sonoma State University  
// Rohnert Park 
uniquevenues.com/SonomaState

❱ UCLA Lake Arrowhead 
Conference Center // Lake Arrowhead 
uniquevenues.com/UCLALakeArrowhead

❱ University of California, Davis 
// Davis 
uniquevenues.com/ucdavis

❱ University of California, Los 
Angeles // Los Angeles 
uniquevenues.com/ucla

❱ University of California, 
Riverside // Riverside 
uniquevenues.com/UCRiverside

University of California, Riverside - Palm Desert 
Center // Palm Desert 
uniquevenues.com/ucrpalmdesert

University of California, Santa Barbara  
// Santa Barbara 
uniquevenues.com/UCSB

❱ University of Redlands // Redlands 
uniquevenues.com/UnivRedlands

❱ University of San Diego // San Diego
uniquevenues.com/USD

University Student Union, California State 
University, Long Beach // Long Beach 
uniquevenues.com/CSULB

Whittier College // Whittier 
uniquevenues.com/WhittierCollege

COLORADO 
4 Eagle Ranch // Wolcott
uniquevenues.com/4Eagle

Boettcher Mansion // Golden
uniquevenues.com/BoettcherMansion

Colorado College // Colorado Springs 
uniquevenues.com/coloradocollege

Colorado Mountain College - Leadville  
// Leadville 
uniquevenues.com/CMCLeadville

❱ Colorado School of Mines // Golden 
uniquevenues.com/ColoradoSchoolMines

❱ Colorado State University  
// Fort Collins 
uniquevenues.com/CSU

History Colorado Center // Denver 
uniquevenues.com/ColoradoHistoryMuseum

Howl at the Moon // Denver 
uniquevenues.com/HowlDenver

❱ Pueblo Community College // Pueblo 
uniquevenues.com/pueblocc

The Manor House // Littleton
uniquevenues.com/TheManorHouseCO

University of Colorado Boulder // Boulder 
uniquevenues.com/CU

❱ University of Colorado Colorado 
Springs // Colorado Springs 
uniquevenues.com/uccs

❱ University of Denver // Denver 
uniquevenues.com/uofdenver

CONNECTICUT
❱ Southern Connecticut State 
University // New Haven 
uniquevenues.com/SouthernCT

The Amber Room Colonnade // Danbury 
uniquevenues.com/amberroom
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❱ The Bushnell Center for the 
Performing Arts // Hartford 
uniquevenues.com/BushnellCenter

The Riverfront Boathouse // Hartford
uniquevenues.com/theboathouse

❱ University of Hartford  
// West Hartford 
uniquevenues.com/UnivHartford

Yale University // New Haven
uniquevenues.com/yale

DELAWARE 
❱ Chase Center on the Riverfront  
// Wilmington 
uniquevenues.com/ChaseCenter

Delaware Art Museum // Wilmington 
uniquevenues.com/delawareartmuseum

Goodstay Mansion & Gardens   
// Wilmington 
uniquevenues.com/UDelWilmington

❱ University of Delaware 
Conference and Event Services 
// Newark
uniquevenues.com/UnivDelawareNewark

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
1331 G Conference Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/1331gconferencecntr

❱ 20 F Street NW Conference 
Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/20fstreetcc

❱ AMA Washington, DC Executive 
Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AMADC

❱ American University // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AmericanUniv

Annex DC // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AnnexDC
Credit Union House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/CreditUnionHouse 

District Architecture Center // Washington  
uniquevenues.com/DistrictArchitectureCenter

Dumbarton House // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/DumbartonHouse

FHI360 Conference Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/AEDConferenceCenter

Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital // 
Washington 
uniquevenues.com/HillCenter

Hillyer Art Space // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/hillyerartspace
 
Josephine Butler Parks Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/josephinebutlercenter 

Kaiser Permanente Center for Total Health // 
Washington
uniquevenues.com/KaiserPermanente

McLean Gardens Ballroom // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/McLeanGarden

National Cathedral School // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/NationalCathedralSchool

❱ Nationals Park // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/nationalspark

Partnership for Public Service Conference 
Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/PartnershipConferenceCenter

President Lincoln’s Cottage // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/PresidentLincolnsCottage

The Carriage House // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/CarriageHouse

❱ The Catholic University of 
America // Washington
uniquevenues.com/CUA

❱ The Loft at 600 F // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Loftat600F

The National Archives Museum  
// WashingtonDistrict of Columbia
uniquevenues.com/NationalArchives

The Warner Theatre // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WarnerTheatre

The Whittemore House // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/WhittemoreHouse

❱ Trinity Washington University  
// Washington 
uniquevenues.com/trinitycenterdc

❱ Venable Conference Center // 
uniquevenues.com/Venable

FLORIDA 
Adam W. Herbert University Center, University 
of North Florida // Jacksonville 
uniquevenues.com/univnoflorida

❱ Collaborative Labs at St. 
Petersburg College // Largo
uniquevenues.com/collaborativelabs

❱ Florida Gulf Coast University  
// Fort Myers 
uniquevenues.com/floridagulfcoast

Florida Institute of Technology // Melbourne 
uniquevenues.com/FloridaTech

Perez Art Museum Miami // Miami
uniquevenues.com/PerezMuseum

Royal Caribbean International // Miami
uniquevenues.com/royalcaribbean

Tallahassee Community College // Tallahassee
uniquevenues.com/TallahasseeCC

❱ University of Florida 
Conference Services // Gainesville 
uniquevenues.com/UnivFlorida

GEORGIA 
❱ AMA Atlanta Conference Center 
// Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/amaatlanta

❱ Atlanta Metropolitan State 
College // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/amsc

Brenau University // Gainesville 
uniquevenues.com/brenau

Brunswick’s Marietta // Marietta
uniquevenues.com/BrunswicksMarietta

Brunswick’s Norcross // Norcross
uniquevenues.com/BrunswicksNorcross

Conference Center @ GA Pedmont Tech  
//Clarkston
uniquevenues.com/Piedmont Tech

❱ Emory University // Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/EmoryUniv

Forsyth Conference Center At Lanier Technical 
College // Cumming 
uniquevenues.com/LanierTech

❱ Georgia Institute of Technology 
// Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/georgiatech

Georgia International Horse Park // Conyers 
uniquevenues.com/GAHorsePark

❱ Georgia Southern University  
// Statesboro 
uniquevenues.com/georgiasouthern
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Georgia State University Housing - Conference 
Services // Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/GeorgiaState

Morrow Center // Morrow 
uniquevenues.com/morrowcenter

Newton Conference Center // Covington
uniquevenues.com/NewtonConfCtr

The Armstrong Center // Savannah 
uniquevenues.com/armstrongcenter

❱ The Dennard Conference Center  
// Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/ClevelandDennardCenter

❱ University of Georgia Hotel and 
Conference Center // Athens 
uniquevenues.com/ugcce

University of North Georgia // Dahlonega 
uniquevenues.com/UnivNorthGeorgia

IDAHO 
North Idaho College // Coeur d’Alene 
uniquevenues.com/nic

University of Idaho - University Support 
Services // Moscow 
uniquevenues.com/UnivIdaho

ILLINOIS 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum 
// Springfield 
uniquevenues.com/LincolnLibrary

Allerton Park & Retreat Center, University of 
Illinois // Monticello 
uniquevenues.com/AllertonParkRetreat

❱ AMA Chicago Executive 
Conference Center // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/amachicago

American Dental Association // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/AmericanDentalAssoc

Arrowhead Golf Club // Wheaton 
uniquevenues.com/ArrowheadGolfClub

Brunswick’s Buffalo Grove // Buffalo Grove
uniquevenues.com/BrunswicksBuffaloGrove

Chicago Botanic Garden // Glencoe 
uniquevenues.com/ChicagoBotanicGarden

❱ Chicago Southland Convention 
& Visitors Bureau // Lansing 
uniquevenues.com/chicagosouthland

❱ Chicago’s North Shore 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 
// Skokie 
uniquevenues.com/ChicagoNorthShoreCVB

❱ DePaul University - Loop 
Campus // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/DePaulLoop

Elgin Community College // Elgin 
uniquevenues.com/ElginCC

❱ Illinois State University // Normal 
uniquevenues.com/IllinoisState

❱ Illinois Wesleyan University  
// Bloomington
uniquevenues.com/IllinoisWesleyan

❱ Lake Williamson Christian 
Center // Carlinville 
uniquevenues.com/LakeWilliamsonCenter

Lewis University // Romeoville 
uniquevenues.com/LewisUniv

Lewis University - Oak Brook Campus  
// Oak Brook
uniquevenues.com/LewisOakBrook

❱ Loyola University Chicago // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/loyolachicago

Loyola University Chicago Retreat & Ecology 
Campus // Woodstock 
uniquevenues.com/LUCRetreatCenter

McCook Athletic & Exposition Center // McCook 
uniquevenues.com/McCookCenter

❱ Museum of Science and 
Industry // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/MSIChicago

Navy Pier Chicago // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/NavyPier

Northern Illinois University Conference Centers 
// Naperville 
uniquevenues.com/NIUConferenceCenters

OFFSITE Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/OffsiteChicago

Southern Illinois University Carbondale  
// Carbondale
uniquevenues.com/siuc

St. John’s Catholic Newman Center // Champaign 
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsNewmanCtr

The Field Museum // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/FieldMuseum

❱ The Flats at East-West University 
// Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/TheFlats

The University of Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/UChicago

❱ University Center Conference 
Chicago // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/ConferenceChicago

University of Illinois at Chicago Event Spaces 
// Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/UICEvents

❱ University of Illinois 
Conferences and Special Events  
// Champaign 
uniquevenues.com/uillinoisconferences

Wheaton College // Wheaton 
uniquevenues.com/wheaton

INDIANA
❱ Anderson University // Anderson 
uniquevenues.com/Anderson

❱ Ball State University // Muncie 
uniquevenues.com/BallState

Bethel College // Mishawaka 
uniquevenues.com/BethelCollege

Earlham College - Runyan Center // Richmond 
uniquevenues.com/Earlham

❱ Manchester University  
// North Manchester 
uniquevenues.com/ManchesterCollege

Manchester University - Fort Wayne Campus  
// Fort Wayne
uniquevenues.com/manchesterfortwayne

Notre Dame Conference Center and Morris Inn 
// Notre Dame 
uniquevenues.com/NotreDameConfCenter

Palais Royale at Morris Performing Arts Center 
// South Bend 
uniquevenues.com/PalaisRoyale2

❱ Purdue University // West Lafayette 
uniquevenues.com/Purdue

❱ Taylor University // Upland
uniquevenues.com/TaylorU

Tilson Conference Center // Greenwood 
uniquevenues.com/TilsonConfCtr
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Valparaiso University // Valparaiso
uniquevenues.com/Valparaiso

IOWA
Iowa State University // Ames 
uniquevenues.com/IowaState

Simpson College - Conferences  // Indianola
uniquevenues.com/SimpsonCollege

Sunstream Retreat Center // Ogden 
uniquevenues.com/Sunstream

KENTUCKY
Buffalo Trace Distillery // Frankfort 
uniquevenues.com/BuffaloTrace

❱ Northern Kentucky University  
// Highland Heights 
uniquevenues.com/NKU

LOUISIANA 
LSU of Alexandria // Alexandria
uniquevenues.com/lsua

❱ Tulane University // New Orleans 
uniquevenues.com/Tulane

❱ University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette // Lafayette 
uniquevenues.com/ULLafayette

MAINE
❱ Bates College // Lewiston 
uniquevenues.com/BatesCollege

❱ Colby College // Waterville 
uniquevenues.com/ColbyCollege

University of Maine // Orono 
uniquevenues.com/UnivMaine

MARYLAND
Anne Arundel Community College // Arnold 
uniquevenues.com/AnneArundel

Billingsley Manor // Upper Marlboro 
uniquevenues.com/Billingsley

Brookside Gardens // Wheaton 
uniquevenues.com/BrooksideGardens

Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum // St. Michaels 
uniquevenues.com/ChesapeakeBayMaritime

❱ Coppin State University // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/Coppin

❱ Elegant Settings of Maryland-
National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission // Greenbelt 
uniquevenues.com/elegantsettings

Frostburg State University // Frostburg
uniquevenues.com/Frostburg

Glenview Mansion & F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre 
// Rockville 
uniquevenues.com/GlenviewMansion

❱ Grand Historic Venue // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/GrandHistoricVenue

Howl at the Moon // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/HowlattheMoonMD

❱ Johns Hopkins University 
Conference Services // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/johnshopkins

❱ Legg Mason Tower at Harbor 
East // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/LeggMasonTower

Lodge at Little Seneca Creek // Potomac 
uniquevenues.com/LodgeSenecaCreek

❱ Loyola University Maryland  
// Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/loyolamaryland

National 4-H Youth Conference Center  
// Chevy Chase 
uniquevenues.com/National4-H

Newton White Mansion // Mitcheville 
uniquevenues.com/NewtonWhite

Oxon Hill Manor // Oxon Hill 
uniquevenues.com/OxonHill

Prince George’s Ballroom // Landover 
uniquevenues.com/PrinceGeorge

❱ Redskins Special Events at 
FedExField // Landover 
uniquevenues.com/FedExField

Rockwood Manor // Potomac 
uniquevenues.com/RockwoodManor

Snow Hill Manor // Laurel 
uniquevenues.com/SnowHill

The Fillmore Silver Spring // Silver Spring 
uniquevenues.com/FillmoreSilverSpring

❱ Towson University Event & 
Conference Services // Towson 
uniquevenues.com/TowsonUniv

❱ Universities at Shady Grove 
Conference Center // Rockville 
uniquevenues.com/shadygrove

❱ University of Maryland 
Baltimore County // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/UMBC

❱ University of Maryland, College 
Park // College Park 
uniquevenues.com/umcollegepark

❱ Washington College // Chestertown 
uniquevenues.com/washingtoncollege

MASSACHUSETTS 
❱ Anna Maria College // Paxton
uniquevenues.com/AnnaMariaCollege

❱ Babson Executive Conference 
Center // Babson Park (Wellesley) 
uniquevenues.com/Babson

Boston College Connors Center // Dover 
uniquevenues.com/BCConnorsCenter

❱ Boston University // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/BostonUniv

❱ Curry College // Milton 
uniquevenues.com/CurryCollege

❱ Endicott College // Beverly 
uniquevenues.com/Endicott

❱ Fitchburg State College // Fitchburg 
uniquevenues.com/Fitchburg

❱ Hampshire College // Amherst 
uniquevenues.com/HampshireCollege

❱ Hotel UMass // Amherst 
uniquevenues.com/UMassAmherst

❱ Massachusetts College of Art 
and Design // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/MCAD

Merrimack College // North Andover 
uniquevenues.com/Merrimack

❱ Metro Meeting Centers - Boston 
// Boston 
uniquevenues.com/MetroMeetingBoston

Misselwood at Endicott College // Beverly 
uniquevenues.com/misselwood
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❱ Mount Holyoke College and 
Willits-Hallowell Conference 
Center // South Hadley 
uniquevenues.com/mountholyoke

❱ Nichols College // Dudley 
uniquevenues.com/NicholsCollege

Simmons College // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/SimmonsCollege

❱ Springfield College // Springfield 
uniquevenues.com/springfield

❱ Stonehill College Conference & 
Event Services // Easton 
uniquevenues.com/Stonehill

❱ The Conference Center at 
Bentley // Waltham 
uniquevenues.com/ConferenceCtrBentley

❱ The Conference Center at 
Waltham Woods // Waltham 
uniquevenues.com/walthamwoods

The Joseph B. Martin Conference Center at 
Harvard Medical School // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/harvardmedicalconferencecenter

Tufts University // Medford 
uniquevenues.com/Tufts

❱ University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth // Dartmouth 
uniquevenues.com/UMassDartmouth

❱ University of Massachusetts 
Lowell // Lowell 
uniquevenues.com/UMassLowell

Wylie Inn and Conference Center at Endicott 
College // Beverly 
uniquevenues.com/WylieInn

MICHIGAN
Calvin College // Grand Rapids
uniquevenues.com/calvincollege

❱ Central Michigan University  
// Mount Pleasant
uniquevenues.com/CMU

Faholo // Grass Lake 
uniquevenues.com/Faholo

❱ Grand Valley State University  
// Allendale 
uniquevenues.com/grandvalleystate

Gull Lake Ministries Conference Center  
// Hickory Corners 
uniquevenues.com/gulllake

❱ Hope College // Holland 
uniquevenues.com/HopeCollege

Lost Valley Retreat Center // Gaylord 
uniquevenues.com/LVRetreat

❱ Michigan State University  
// East Lansing 
uniquevenues.com/MichiganState

Oakland University - Oakland Center  
// Rochester 
uniquevenues.com/OaklandCenter

Saginaw Valley State University // University Center 
uniquevenues.com/SVSU

VisTaTech Center at Schoolcraft College  
// Livonia
uniquevenues.com/vistatechcenter

Washtenaw Community College // Ann Arbor 
uniquevenues.com/WCC

Western Michigan University - Bernhard Center 
// Kalamazoo
uniquevenues.com/WesternMichiganUniv

❱Ypsilanti Area Convention & 
Visitors Bureau // Ypsilanti 
uniquevenues.com/YpsilantiCVB

MINNESOTA
❱ Earle Brown Heritage Center  
// Brooklyn Center
uniquevenues.com/EarleBrownCenter

Macalester College // Saint Paul 
uniquevenues.com/Macalester

❱ McNamara Alumni Center  
// Minneapolis 
uniquevenues.com/mcnamara

Oak Ridge Hotel & Conference Center // Chaska 
uniquevenues.com/OakRidge

Saint Paul Athletic Club // St. Paul
uniquevenues.com/stpaulathleticclub

St. Catherine University // St. Paul 
uniquevenues.com/StCatherineUniv

University Club of St. Paul // Saint Paul
uniquevenues.com/univclubstpaul

❱ University of Minnesota 
Conference and Event Services  
// Minneapolis 
uniquevenues.com/UnivMinnesota

MISSOURI
Charles F. Knight Executive Education & 
Conference Center // St. Louis 
uniquevenues.com/KnightCenter

Eagle Rock Retreat Center // Eagle Rock 
uniquevenues.com/EagleRockRetreatCtr

Evangel University // Springfield
uniquevenues.com/EvangelUniv

Missouri State University // Springfield 
uniquevenues.com/MissouriState

University of Central Missouri // Warrensburg 
uniquevenues.com/UCMO

Washington University Medical Center Eric P 
Newman Education Center // St. Louis 
uniquevenues.com/EPNEC

MONTANA
❱ The University of Montana  
// Missoula 
uniquevenues.com/universityofmontana

NEBRASKA
❱ Lied Lodge & Conference Center 
// Nebraska City 
uniquevenues.com/liedlodge

❱ University of Nebraska // Lincoln 
uniquevenues.com/UnivNebraska

NEVADA
MEET Las Vegas // Las Vegas 
uniquevenues.com/MeetLasVegas

❱ Springs Preserve // Las Vegas 
uniquevenues.com/SpringsPreserve

Temple Sinai Event Center // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/TempleSinai

❱ University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
// Las Vegas 
uniquevenues.com/UNLV

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Canobie Lake Park // Salem 
uniquevenues.com/canobielakepark

❱ Franklin Pierce University  
// Rindge 
uniquevenues.com/FranklinPierce



❱ Keene State College // Keene
uniquevenues.com/KeeneState

❱ Southern New Hampshire 
University // Manchester 
uniquevenues.com/SNHU

❱ University of New Hampshire 
Conferences and Catering // Durham 
uniquevenues.com/UnivNewHampshire

NEW JERSEY
❱ Conference & Event Services at 
Rowan University // Glassboro 
uniquevenues.com/Rowan

❱ Conference Center at RWJ 
Hamilton // Mercerville 
uniquevenues.com/RWJHamilton

❱ Drew University // Madison 
uniquevenues.com/DrewUniv

❱ Georgian Court University  
// Lakewood 
uniquevenues.com/GeorgianCourt

Grounds For Sculpture // Hamilton
uniquevenues.com/GroundsforSculpture

iPlay America’s Event Center // Freehold
uniquevenues.com/iplay

❱ Kean University Conference & 
Event Services // Union 
uniquevenues.com/keanuniversity

Raritan Valley Community College // Somerville 
uniquevenues.com/RaritanValleyCC

❱ Rutgers University - Student 
Centers // New Brunswick 
uniquevenues.com/RutgersStudentCenters

Rutgers University Inn & Conference Center  
// New Brunswick 
uniquevenues.com/RutgersCSCC

Saint Peter’s University // Jersey City
uniquevenues.com/SaintPetersUniv

Seton Hall University School of Law // Newark 
uniquevenues.com/setonhall

The College of New Jersey // Ewing
uniquevenues.com/collegeofnewjersey

❱ The Conference Center at 
Montclair State University // Montclair 
uniquevenues.com/MontclairStateConfCtr

Meetings take on another dimension 
when partnered with Pepperdine and 
the beauty of the Pacifi c Coast.

Let us help make your next conference 
a pleasant and peaceful experience!

Malibu, CaliforniaMalibu, California

Contact: Kanet W. Thomas
 Director, Special Programs
 24255 Pacifi c Coast Highway  
 Malibu, CA  90263
 310-506-4264
 kanet.thomas@pepperdine.edu

Ocean washed...Wind swept...Sun kissed...

UD1004030-Unique Venues Ad.indd   1 4/21/10   2:47 PM



 80 // unique venues // best of unique venues

NEW MEXICO
Institute of American Indian Arts  // Santa Fe
uniquevenues.com/IAIA 

National Museum of Nuclear Science & History 
// Albuquerque
uniquevenues.com/NuclearMuseum

St. John’s College // Santa Fe 
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsNM

❱ University of New Mexico  
// Albuquerque  
uniquevenues.com/UNM

NEW YORK 
❱ 3 West Club // New York
uniquevenues.com/3West

❱ 353 West NYC // New York
uniquevenues.com/353west

❱ Adelphi University // Garden City 
uniquevenues.com/Adelphi

❱ AMA New York Conference 
Center // New York  
uniquevenues.com/amanewyork

Caedmon Spaces // New York 
uniquevenues.com/Caedmonspaces

Carnegie Hall // New York
uniquevenues.com/CarnegieHall

Center for Automotive Education & Training  
// Queens 
uniquevenues.com/AutoEdCenter

❱ Clarkson University // Potsdam
uniquevenues.com/ClarksonUniv

Ethical Culture Fieldston School // New York
uniquevenues.com/FieldstonSchool

❱ Glen Cove Mansion Hotel and 
Conference Center // Glen Cove 
uniquevenues.com/GlenCove

Hofstra University // Hempstead 
uniquevenues.com/Hofstra

Iona College // New Rochelle
uniquevenues.com/ionacollege

Ithaca College // Ithaca 
uniquevenues.com/Ithaca

Keuka College // Keuka Park 
uniquevenues.com/Keuka

❱ Manhattan College // Riverdale
uniquevenues.com/ManhattanCollege

Manhattan Penthouse and Alger House // New York 
uniquevenues.com/GreenMansions

Nyack College // Nyack 
uniquevenues.com/Nyack

Nyack College in Manhattan // New York
uniquevenues.com/Nyack2NYC

❱ NYIT Auditorium On Broadway 
// New York 
uniquevenues.com/NYITAuditorium

NYU Wasserman Center for Career Development 
// New York 
uniquevenues.com/NYUWasserman

OFFSITE // New York 
uniquevenues.com/offsite

❱ Pace University Conferences 
and Event Planning // New York 
uniquevenues.com/PaceUniv

❱ Paul Smith’s College // Paul Smiths
uniquevenues.com/PaulSmithsCollege

❱ Purchase College, State 
University of New York // Purchase 
uniquevenues.com/PurchaseCollege

❱ Queens College - CUNY // Flushing 
uniquevenues.com/QueensNY

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute // Troy 
uniquevenues.com/RPI

Rubin Museum of Art (RMA) // New York
uniquevenues.com/RubinMuseum

❱ Silver Bay YMCA Conference 
and Family Retreat Center  
// Silver Bay
uniquevenues.com/SilverBayYMCA

❱ Skidmore College // Saratoga Springs 
uniquevenues.com/SkidmoreCollege

St. John's University - Manhattan // New York
uniquevenues.com/stjohnsmanhattan

❱ St. John’s University - Queen’s  
// Queens 
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsQueens

St. John’s University - Staten Island  
// Staten Island 
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsStatenIsland

St. John’s University, Oakdale // Oakdale
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsOakdale

❱ Stony Brook University - 
Student Activities Center & Stony 
Brook Union // Stony Brook 
uniquevenues.com/StonyBrookUniv

SUNY Maritime College // Bronx 
uniquevenues.com/SUNYMaritime

❱ The College at Brockport  
// Brockport
uniquevenues.com/brockport

The Cooper Union // New York 
uniquevenues.com/CooperUnion

The Graduate Center // New York 
uniquevenues.com/GraduateCenter

The New York Botanical Garden // Bronx
uniquevenues.com/NYBotanicalGarden

❱ Utica College // Utica 
uniquevenues.com/Utica

NORTH CAROLINA
❱ Graylyn International 
Conference Center // Winston-Salem 
uniquevenues.com/Graylyn

Lenoir-Rhyne University // Hickory 
uniquevenues.com/LenoirRhyne

❱ Lutheridge Conference & 
Retreat Center // Arden 
uniquevenues.com/Lutheridge

Lutherock // Newland 
uniquevenues.com/Lutherock

❱ Queens University // Charlotte
uniquevenues.com/QueensUnivNC

❱ University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill // Chapel Hill 
uniquevenues.com/UNCChapelHill

University of North Carolina at Charlotte  
// Charlotte
uniquevenues.com/unccharlotte

University of North Carolina at Wilmington  
// Wilmington 
uniquevenues.com/UNCWilmington

❱ Wake Forest University  
// Winston-Salem 
uniquevenues.com/WakeForest
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❱ Western Carolina University  
// Cullowhee 
uniquevenues.com/WCU

OHIO
Arden Shisler Conference Center // Wooster
uniquevenues.com/ShislerConfCtr

❱ Bowling Green State University 
// Bowling Green 
uniquevenues.com/BowlingGreen

❱ Columbus State Conference 
Center // Columbus
uniquevenues.com/ColumbusStateConfCtr

COSI Columbus // Columbus 
uniquevenues.com/COSI

❱ Kenyon College // Gambier 
uniquevenues.com/KenyonCollege

Malone University // Canton 
uniquevenues.com/MaloneUniv

❱ Miami University-Conference 
Services // Oxford 
uniquevenues.com/MUOhio

❱ Ohio University // Athens 
uniquevenues.com/OhioUniv

❱ The Marcum Hotel & 
Conference Center // Oxford 
uniquevenues.com/TheMarcum

❱ Tinkham Veale University 
Center // Cleveland
uniquevenues.com/tinkhamvealecenter

OKLAHOMA
❱ University of Central Oklahoma 
// Edmond 
uniquevenues.com/UnivCentralOk

OREGON
Lewis & Clark // Portland 
uniquevenues.com/lewisandclark

Oregon State University Conference Center  
// Corvallis 
uniquevenues.com/OregonState

Salem Conference Center // Salem 
uniquevenues.com/salemconferencecenter

❱ University of Oregon // Eugene 
uniquevenues.com/univoregon

Cool summer nights... 
...Warm mountain hospitality.

OFFICE OF CONFERENCES & EVENTS   |   SUMMERCAMPS@FROSTBURG.EDU   |    WWW.FROSTBURG.EDU/CONFERENCES

Corporate & Special Events  Weddings  
Overnight Accommodations  In-House Catering 

Facilities Coordination  Technical Support 
 

16 Rosemont Manor Lane, Berryville, VA 22611 
E-mail:  corporate@rosemont1811.com 
Phone:  540-955-2834 
Web:  www.rosemont1811.com/events/corporate 

WWhere here EElegance legance MMeets eets HHistoryistory  

S U I T E
AT THE TEAGUE LEARNING  COMMONS

Whether for business or fun, this 
is the perfect place for your next 
seminar, reception, or gathering. 
Accommodating up to 170 guests, the 
Suite o� ers a � exible, comfortable, and 
modern setting with both theatre style 
or banquet seating.  Audio and visual 
technology options are available. 
717.560.8219  | events@lbc.edu Lancaster, PA
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PENNSYLVANIA
Albright College Conference & Event Services 
// Reading 
uniquevenues.com/AlbrightCollege

Allegheny College // Meadville/Erie 
uniquevenues.com/Allegheny

Carnegie Mellon University // Pittsburgh 
uniquevenues.com/CarnegieMellon

❱ Conference Center at Penn 
State Great Valley // Malvern 
uniquevenues.com/PSUGreatValley

Drexel University // Philadelphia 
uniquevenues.com/Drexel

❱ Eastern University Conferences 
// St. Davids 
uniquevenues.com/EasternUniv

Elizabethtown College // Elizabethtown 
uniquevenues.com/ElizabethtownCollege

Event and Conference Services at Saint Vincent 
College // Latrobe 
uniquevenues.com/SaintVincentCollege

❱ Gettysburg College // Gettysburg 
uniquevenues.com/Gettysburg

❱ Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania // Indiana 
uniquevenues.com/IUP

❱ Lancaster Bible College  
//  Lancaster 
uniquevenues.com/LBC

❱ Lehigh University // Bethlehem 
uniquevenues.com/Lehigh

Messiah College // Grantham
uniquevenues.com/MessiahCollege

❱ Millersville University of 
Pennsylvania // Millersville 
uniquevenues.com/Millersville

Muhlenberg College // Allentown 
uniquevenues.com/muhlenbergcollege

Nittany Lion Inn // State College 
uniquevenues.com/NittanyLionInn

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts  
// Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/pafa

Philadelphia Museum of Art // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/PhiladelphiaMuseumArt

Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens  
// Pittsburgh 
uniquevenues.com/PhippsConservatory

PNC Park // Pittsburgh 
uniquevenues.com/pncpark

❱ Slippery Rock University  
// Slippery Rock 
uniquevenues.com/SlipperyRockUniv

❱ Temple University // Philadelphia 
uniquevenues.com/TempleUniv

The Barnes Foundation // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/BarnesFoundation

❱ The Conference Center at Saint 
Vincent College // Latrobe 
uniquevenues.com/ConfCtrSVC

❱ The Penn Stater Conference 
Center Hotel // University Park 
uniquevenues.com/PennStater

❱ University of Pennsylvania - 
Perelman Quadrangle // Philadelphia 
uniquevenues.com/PerelmanQuad

❱ University of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown // Johnstown 
uniquevenues.com/upj

❱ University of Scranton // Scranton 
uniquevenues.com/universityscranton

❱ Villanova University 
Conference Center // Radnor 
uniquevenues.com/VillanovaConfCenter

❱ Villanova University 
Conferences // Villanova 
uniquevenues.com/VillanovaUniv

Washington & Jefferson College // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/WashingtonJefferson

❱ West Chester University of 
Pennsylvania // West Chester
uniquevenues.com/westchester

RHODE ISLAND
❱ Bryant University // Smithfield
uniquevenues.com/Bryant

❱ Salve Regina University // Newport 
uniquevenues.com/SalveRegina

SOUTH CAROLINA
❱ Furman University Summer 
Programs - Adults & Youth 
Welcome! // Greenville 
uniquevenues.com/furman

The Carolina Girl Yacht // Charleston 
uniquevenues.com/thecarolinagirl

❱ University of South Carolina, 
Conference and Event Services  
// Columbia 
uniquevenues.com/UnivSoCarolina

❱ Younts Conference Center at 
Furman University // Greenville 
uniquevenues.com/Younts

TENNESSEE
Elvis Presley’s Graceland // Memphis 
uniquevenues.com/Graceland

Fogelman Executive Conference Center  
// Memphis 
uniquevenues.com/Fogelman

Maryville College // Maryville 
uniquevenues.com/Maryville

❱ Southern Adventist University  
// Collegedale 
uniquevenues.com/southernadventist

Tennessee State University // Nashville 
uniquevenues.com/TennesseeState

❱ The Millennium Conference 
Centre // Johnson City 
uniquevenues.com/millenniumconferencecentre

❱ The University of Tennessee  
// Knoxville 
uniquevenues.com/UnivTennessee

❱ Vanderbilt University // Nashville 
uniquevenues.com/Vanderbilt

TEXAS
❱ Circuit of the Americas // Austin 
uniquevenues.com/COTA

❱ Concordia University Texas  
// Austin
uniquevenues.com/concordiatexas

❱ Cooper Hotel, Conference 
Center // Dallas 
uniquevenues.com/CooperGuestLodge

❱ Dallas Museum of Art // Dallas 
uniquevenues.com/dallasmuseumofart

San Antonio Meeting Center // San Antonio 
uniquevenues.com/SanAntonioMeetingCenter
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The University of Texas at Dallas // Richardson 
uniquevenues.com/univtexasdallas

❱ Trinity University // San Antonio 
uniquevenues.com/trinityuniversity

❱ University of Houston // Houston 
uniquevenues.com/UnivHoustonConfServ

UTAH
❱ Dixie Center at St. George  
// St. George 
uniquevenues.com/dixiecenter

❱ Miller Conference Center at Salt 
Lake Community College // Sandy 
uniquevenues.com/MillerConfCenter

The Depot // Salt Lake City 
uniquevenues.com/TheDepot

The Tower at Rice-Eccles // Salt Lake City 
uniquevenues.com/TowerRiceEccles

❱ University of Utah // Salt Lake City 
uniquevenues.com/UnivUtah

Weber State University // Ogden 
uniquevenues.com/WeberState

VERMONT
❱ Champlain College // Burlington 
uniquevenues.com/champlain

❱ The University of Vermont  
// Burlington 
uniquevenues.com/UVM

VIRGINIA
❱ AMA’s Washington Area 
Executive Conference Center at 
Arlington Virginia // Arlington 
uniquevenues.com/amaarlington

CEB Waterview Conference Center // Arlington
uniquevenues.com/Waterview

Collingwood Library & Museum // Alexandria 
uniquevenues.com/Collingwood

Convene at 1800 Tysons Blvd // McLean
uniquevenues.com/Conveneat1800

Eastern Mennonite University // Harrisonburg 
uniquevenues.com/EMU

Green Acres // Fairfax 
uniquevenues.com/GreenAcres

Meet in Historic Newport, Rhode Island
www.salve.edu
(401) 341-2460

www.salve.edu
(401) 341-2460

Meet in Historic Newport, Rhode Island
2014 “BEST OF” Finalist
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Historic Blenheim // Fairfax 
uniquevenues.com/historicblenheim

❱ Historic Rosemont Manor 
// Berryville
uniquevenues.com/RosemontManor

Intellectual Point // Reston
uniquevenues.com/IntellectualPoint

James Madison University // Harrisonburg 
uniquevenues.com/JMU

❱ Longwood University // Farmville 
uniquevenues.com/Longwood

❱ Old Dominion University // Norfolk 
uniquevenues.com/OldDominion

Old Town Hall // Fairfax 
uniquevenues.com/oldtownhall

Radford University // Radford 
uniquevenues.com/Radford

Richmond Raceway Complex // Richmond 
uniquevenues.com/RichmondRaceway

❱ SMSC Retreat and Conference 
Center // Front Royal 
uniquevenues.com/SMSCCenter

❱ The Carter Hall Conference 
Center // Millwood 
uniquevenues.com/carterhall

The College of William and Mary // Williamsburg 
uniquevenues.com/WilliamandMary

The Sherwood Center // Fairfax 
uniquevenues.com/thesherwood

The State Theatre // Falls Church 
uniquevenues.com/StateTheatre

Virginia Tech // Blacksburg
uniquevenues.com/VirginiaTech

Virginia Tech Executive Briefing Center  
// Arlington 
uniquevenues.com/VATechResearchCtr

WASHINGTON
Melrose Market Studios // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/MelroseMarket

❱ Pacific Lutheran University  
// Tacoma 
uniquevenues.com/PacificLutheran

❱ Seattle University // Seattle 
uniquevenues.com/SeattleUniv

❱ University of Puget Sound  
// Tacoma 
uniquevenues.com/UnivPugetSound

❱ University of Washington // Seattle 
uniquevenues.com/UnivWashington

WEST VIRGINIA
Tamarack Conference Center // Beckley  
uniquevenues.com/Tamarack

WISCONSIN
Carroll University // Waukesha
uniquevenues.com/CarrollUniv

Marquette University Conference Services  
// Milwaukee 
uniquevenues.com/Marquette

North Shore Country Club // Mequon
uniquevenues.com/NSCountryClub

Silver Lake College of the Holy Family  
// Manitowoc
uniquevenues.com/silverlakecollege

Stout’s Island Lodge // Birchwood
uniquevenues.com/stoutsisland

The Conference Center at George Williams 
College // Williams Bay 
uniquevenues.com/GeorgeWilliams

WYOMING
❱ University of Wyoming 
Conference Center // Laramie
uniquevenues.com/uwyomingconferencectr

OVER 300 GLOBAL  
PORTS OF CALL
Royal Caribbean Adventure of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/adventureoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Allure of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/AllureoftheSeas

Royal Caribbean Brilliance of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/brillianceoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Enchantment of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/enchantmentoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Explorer of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/exploreroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Freedom of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/Freedomofhe Seas

Royal Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/grandeuroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Independence of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/independenceoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Jewel of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/jeweloftheseas

Royal Caribbean Legend of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/legendoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Liberty of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/libertyoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Majesty of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/majestyoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Mariner of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/marineroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Monarch of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/monarchoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Navigator of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/navigatoroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Oasis of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/oasisoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Radiance of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/radianceoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Rhapsody of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/rhapsodyoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Serenade of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/serenadeoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Splendour of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/splendouroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Vision of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/visionoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Voyager of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/voyageroftheseas

CANADA

ALBERTA
❱ Cineplex Alberta 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexAlberta

Cineplex Odeon Eau Claire Market Cinemas  
// Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexEauClaire

Cineplex Odeon South Edmonton  
// Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonSouthEdmonton
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Cineplex Odeon Sunridge Spectrum Cinemas  
// Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonSunridge

Cineplex Odeon Windemere & VIP Cinemas  
// Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonWindemere

Cornerstone Theatre and Restaurant // Canmore
uniquevenues.ca/CornerstoneTheatre

EPCOR CENTRE for the Performing Arts  
// Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/EpcorCentre

Headspace // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/headspace

MacEwan University // Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/MacEwanUniv

Metropolitan Centre // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/MetropolitanCentre

Mount Royal University Events and Conference 
Services // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/MRUECS

Red Deer College // Red Deer 
uniquevenues.ca/RedDeerCollege

Scotiabank Theatre Chinook // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexChinook

The Kahanoff Conference Centre // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/Kahanoff

University of Alberta Conference Centre  
// Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/UAlberta

University of Calgary // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/UnivCalgary

University of Calgary Downtown Campus  
// Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/UCalgaryDowntown

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Anvil Centre // New Westminster
uniquevenues.ca/AnvilCentre

Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art  
// Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/BillReidGallery

❱ Cineplex British Columbia 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexBritishColumbia

Saratoga Springs, New York • www.skidmoreconferences.com • 518.580.5546

Full conference 
services in a  
picturesque  

setting.
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166 CAPITOL AVE
HARTFORD, CT

Host your meeting or event at UNG...

University of North Georgia is equipped to handle your 
facility needs, whether it’s for corporate training, classes, 

seminars, conferences, camps, meetings, or special events. 
Contact us today for information!

www.ung.edu/ce • 706-864-1918

c u m m i n g  •  d a h l o n e g a  •  g a i n e s v i l l e  •  o c o n e e
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Deeley Motorcycle Exhibition // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/deeleymotorcycleexhibition

Emerald Lake Lodge // Field
uniquevenues.ca/EmeraldLake

❱ Hatley Castle at Royal Roads 
University // Victoria
uniquevenues.ca/RoyalRoads

Painted Boat Resort // Madeira Park
uniquevenues.ca/PaintedBoat

PAL Studio Theatre // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/PALStudio

Residence & Conference Centre - Kamloops  
// Kamloops 
uniquevenues.ca/ThompsonRiversKamloops

Robert H Lee Alumni Centre UBC // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/LeeAlumniCentre

Royal BC Museum // Victoria
uniquevenues.ca/RoyalBCMuseum

Scotiabank Theatre Vancouver // Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/ScotiabankVancouver

❱ Simon Fraser University  
// Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/MorrisWosk

❱ Simon Fraser University - 
Burnaby // Burnaby 
uniquevenues.ca/SimonFraser

The Columbia // New Westminster 
uniquevenues.ca/thecolumbia

❱ University of British Columbia - 
Vancouver // Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/UBC

Vancouver Art Gallery // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverArtGallery

Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre  
// Vancouver
Uniquevenues.ca/VancouverAquarium

Vancouver Lookout // Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverLookout

MANITOBA
Cineplex Odeon McGillivray & VIP // Winnipeg 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMcGillivray

❱ University of Manitoba 
Conference & Catering Services  
// Winnipeg 
uniquevenues.ca/UnivManitoba

NEW BRUNSWICK 
Cineplex Cinemas - Dieppe // Moncton 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMoncton

❱ University of New Brunswick  
// Fredericton 
uniquevenues.ca/UNB

NEWFOUNDLAND
Memorial University of Newfoundland - St John’s 
Campus // St. John’s 
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUnivStJohns

Memorial University, Grenfell Campus  
// Corner Brook 
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUniv

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
❱ Northwest  
Territories Tourism // Yellowknife 
uniquevenues.ca/NWTTourism

NOVA SCOTIA
Cineplex - Bayers Lake // Halifax 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexHalifax

❱ Dalhousie University // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/Dalhousie

Mount Saint Vincent University // Halifax 
uniquevenues.ca/MSVU

Saint Mary’s University // Halifax 
uniquevenues.ca/SaintMarysUniversity

ONTARIO
Algoma University // Sault Ste Marie
uniquevenues.ca/algomauniversity

Amber Group Fine Art Gallery // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/AmberGroup

Brescia University College // London
uniquevenues.ca/BresciaUniv

Canadian Management Centre // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/CMC

❱ Carleton University Conference 
Services // Ottawa 
uniquevenues.ca/CarletonUniv

❱ CINEPLEX Entertainment  
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/Cineplex

Cineplex Odeon Queensway Cinemas // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonQueensway

Cineplex Odeon Varsity Cinemas & VIP  
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonVarsity

Cineplex Odeon, Yonge and Dundas // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonYongeDundas

CUCCOA Central Region // Barrie 
uniquevenues.ca/CUCCOA

❱ Fanshawe College Conference 
Services // London 
uniquevenues.ca/fanshawecollege

❱ Georgian Conference and Event 
Services // Barrie 
uniquevenues.ca/GeorgianConferenceServices

Glendon College // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/Glendon

❱ Humber Accommodations & 
Conference Services // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/Humber

Ivey ING Direct Leadership Centre // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/iveying

Nipissing University Residence and Conference 
Services // North Bay 
uniquevenues.ca/Nipissing

Residence & Conference Centre - Hamilton   
// Hamilton 
uniquevenues.ca/MohawkHamilton

Residence & Conference Centre - Oakville  
// Oakville 
uniquevenues.ca/SheridanOakville

❱ Residence & Conference Centre - 
Oshawa // Oshawa 
uniquevenues.ca/DurhamCollege

Residence & Conference Centre - St. Clair 
College  // Windsor
uniquevenues.ca/rccstclaircollege

Residence & Conference Centre - Toronto  
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/SenecaNewnham

❱ Ryerson Conference Services 
and Lodging // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/Ryerson

Scotiabank Theatre Toronto // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/ScotiabankToronto

Silvercity Yorkdale Cinemas // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/SilvercityYorkdale
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Sleepy Hollow Country Club // Stouffville
uniquevenues.ca/SleepyHollow

St. Andrew’s Club & Conference Centre  
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/standrewsclub

The Second City Toronto // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/secondcitytoronto

TMX Broadcast Centre // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/TMXBroadcast

❱ Trent University // Peterborough 
uniquevenues.ca/TrentUniv

❱ University of Toronto at 
Scarborough // Scarborough
uniquevenues.ca/utorontoscarborough

❱ University of Toronto 
Mississauga // Mississauga 
uniquevenues.ca/UToronto

❱ Western University // London 
uniquevenues.ca/uwesternontario

QUEBEC 
Bishop’s University // Sherbrooke
uniquevenues.ca/BishopsUniversity

Centre Mont-Royal // Montreal 
uniquevenues.ca/CentreMont-Royal

Scotiabank Theatre Montreal // Montreal 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMontreal

Sherbrooke Exhibition Centre // Sherbrooke 
uniquevenues.ca/DestinationSherbrooke

SASKATCHEWAN 
Galaxy Cinemas Regina // Regina 
uniquevenues.ca/GalaxyRegina

Galaxy Cinemas Saskatoon // Saskatoon 
uniquevenues.ca/GalaxyCinemas

Hatchet Lake Lodge // Saskatoon
uniquevenues.ca/HatchetLake

Manitou Springs Resort // Manitou Beach 
uniquevenues.ca/ManitouSprings

h op e .e d u

High-tech meeting rooms • Historic charm • Personal service
Call 410-778-7253, email conferences@washcoll.edu, or visit washcoll.edu/conferences

free site search service

uniquevenues.com
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BY SELENA FRAGASSI

PERSON OF INTEREST

JULIE WIGGINS

GET CONNECTED
Cineplex
UniqueVenues.ca/Cineplex
(800) 313.4461

Unique PROFESSIONAL 
of the YEAR

Julie Wiggins turned Canada’s largest movie theatre chain  
into a practical meeting venue—and still managed  

to make it feel like a featured attraction.

Meeting at the movies. It’s something friends, dates and families do all the time. But literally 
meeting at the movies—that’s something Julie Wiggins helped to reinvent as the executive 
director of sales for Canada’s largest chain, Cineplex. “Julie has taken a very unique venue 
type and developed momentum across the country in illustrating the benefits and specialness 
of using movie theaters for meetings, conferences and events. Under her leadership, business 
has flourished because she is innovative and takes a challenge head on,” says Unique Venues 
President Chuck Salem. “This epitomizes our own passion of introducing meeting and event 
planners to venues that turn traditional upside down, and for that reason we recognized Julie 
as our 2014 Unique Professional of the Year.” Here, Wiggins tells us how she got started in the 
meetings business, what she’s been able to achieve for the 161 theaters in her portfolio the past 

three years and her marquee success this year.

Unique Venues: How did you first get 
started in the industry?
Julie Wiggins: “I was in the meetings busi-
ness; for 10 years I worked with the Meetings 
Canada group— they put together North 
America’s largest conference for meeting 
planners called IncentiveWorks.”

UV: What made you want to make the switch 
to Cineplex?
JW: “I’ve had success helping to turn around 
sales teams that were struggling … so the role 
with Cineplex was my chance to completely 
change their approach to the meetings busi-
ness. Prior to my arrival they were more inter-
ested in the ‘fun’ type of client appreciation 
events where people came in to see a movie 
together. We needed to change that to let 
them know a movie theater is actually a better 
ballroom with better chairs, better A/V and 
a better way to see a presentation or have a 
training or a town hall or shareholder meet-
ing. That’s what attracted me—fundamen-
tally changing the customer they were going 
after, and that’s what we’ve done.”

UV: How did you start to accomplish that 
objective?

JW: “Good old-fashioned prospecting. Chang-
ing where we were marketing was a big part, 
as was our positioning. We completely revital-
ized our marketing plan and went after the 
industries we thought would have a need for 
that—and it worked. In three years, we’ve 
increased the number of meetings booked by 
50 percent. In 2012, there were a lot of new 
customers so now we are seeing the benefit of 
repeat business.”

UV: What knowledge did you take from 
your time in the meetings industry that 
helped you at Cineplex?
JW: “The relationships I’ve cultivated over 
the years. People think Canadians are 
super touchy-feely and maybe that’s true, 
but holding on to personal connections I’ve 
found is key.” 

UV: What is your biggest accomplishment of 
2014? 
JW: “We relaunched our website to make it a 
more user-friendly, searchable database. With 
160 locations, it’s a huge undertaking to get 
that entire inventory in the system. I have a 
writer and designer helping me, but I’ve done 
all the strategizing and learned more about 
websites than I ever thought I would.”  

Located in historic Lakewood, New Jersey,
Georgian Court University combines the lavish
surroundings of the Gilded Age with the
superior convenience of a state-of-the-art
university. Located midway between New York
City and Philadelphia, and just minutes from
the Jersey Shore, the spectacular 156-acre
campus is a National Historic Landmark and
National Arboretum Site. Experience the Gilded
Age opulence and contemporary convenience
of Georgian Court!

GEORGIAN COURT UNIVERSITY
LAKEWOOD, NJ

732.987.2263 / GEORGIAN.EDU

• Historic buildings on a 156-acre 
 lakeside campus

• State-of-the-art lecture and conference
 facilities with full-service, on-site catering

• One-stop-shop professional event planning  
 by an ACCED-I award-winning team

• 65 meeting spaces house groups up to 800

• Overnight accommodations
 for up to 350 during the summer

Find us at uniquevenues.com/GeorgianCourt
Mention unique venues to receive a 10% discount!
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