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MEETS 
CONTEMPORARY

CONVENIENCE

Located in historic Lakewood, New Jersey,
Georgian Court University combines the lavish
surroundings of the Gilded Age with the
superior convenience of a state-of-the-art
university. Located midway between New York
City and Philadelphia, and just minutes from
the Jersey Shore, the spectacular 156-acre
campus is a National Historic Landmark and
National Arboretum Site. Experience the Gilded
Age opulence and contemporary convenience
of Georgian Court!

GEORGIAN COURT UNIVERSITY
LAKEWOOD, NJ

732.987.2263 / GEORGIAN.EDU

• Historic buildings on a 156-acre 
 lakeside campus

• State-of-the-art lecture and conference
 facilities with full-service, on-site catering

• One-stop-shop professional event planning  
 by an ACCED-I award-winning team

• 65 meeting spaces house groups up to 800

• Overnight accommodations
 for up to 350 during the summer

Find us at uniquevenues.com/GeorgianCourt
Mention unique venues to receive a 10% discount!
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AA/EO Institution

SALT LAKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE | MILLER CAMPUS | 9750 SOUTH 300 WEST | SANDY, UT 84070
www.mbrcslcc.com/conferencing | 801-957-5294

CONFERENCING & FACILITY RENTAL 
Larry H. Miller Campus 

Salt Lake Community College’s Miller Campus is a convenient and inexpensive conference and meeting 
facility located just 20 minutes from downtown Salt Lake City. This beautiful south valley location is perfect 
for business, educational and private events. This is an ideal event venue for full-service trade shows, 
corporate trainings, conventions, events, meetings & banquets.

Flexible Spaces to Suit All Your Needs

23 Separate Meeting Rooms
High-tech “smart classrooms”, computer labs and 
multipurpose rooms.

500 Seat Conference Room
Flexible setups with 15’ screens in eight expandable rooms.

300 Seat Auditorium
State-of-the-art with tiered seating. Audio and video
conferencing and recording.

Vendor Hall
Free with the rental of eight or more booths or rental of the 
showroom and auditorium.

Showroom
Versatile space for banquets, vendor shows & social events.

Outdoor Patio and Lawn Area 
Ideal space for your outdoor event.

Parking
Over 850 parking stalls. Convenient to local hotels 
restaurants, shopping and recreation.
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Located just a short distance from 

Manhattan, our four NY campuses are 

ideally suited for business meetings, 

training seminars, workshops, or summer 

conferences.  Our Queens, Staten Island, 

Oakdale, and Manhattan campuses 

each offer a unique identity that can be 

tailored to the needs of our guests.

Our professional conference services 

staff will assist you with every step as

you plan your next event.

modern facilities  •  state-of-the-art

audiovisual technology  •  wireless

internet access  •  extensive catering

to fi t all tastes  •  on-campus housing

accommodations for all group sizes

csevents@stjohns.edu   |   718-990-7300   |   stjohns.edu/conferences

Big City meetings, Small City price!



 4 // unique venues // colleges & universities

CONTENTS
Winter 2014 // colleges & universities

In Every Issue

8 Publisher’s Letter

22 Inside the Industry
State of the Student Union: As more 
colleges and universities expand their 
central hubs, community is becoming 
the focus. 

28 The Main Event
Loyola University Chicago hosts 
the second annual Unique Venues 
Marketing Conference for 120 of their 
closest competitors, and it pays off.

30 College Road Trip
Sunny days ahead! Take a tour through 
a variety of Florida campuses, and you’ll 
soon realize there’s a reason why it’s 
always shining here.

51 Venue Index
Find comprehensive listings of 
Unique Venues members across the 
U.S., Canada and the U.K., listed 
alphabetically by region.

64 Dean’s List
Ann Knoebel once thought she might be 
a nun, but as it turns out she’s Trinity 
University’s saving grace.

Features

36 Resident Adviser
Dorm rooms are out. Modern, plush 
residence halls are in. From suite-style 
living to hotel-like accommodations, we 
take you inside four different room types 
to prove campuses have plenty of options 
for every group on any budget.

44 Technically Possible
High tech is in high demand for 
the modern meeting planner. From 
enhanced video conferencing to onsite 
A/V teams on call, universities are more 
linked in than ever.

36

28
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VANCOUVER, CANADA
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Heighten the interest  
in your next meeting or conference.

Located on the University of Utah campus, at a lofty 5,000 feet, the University Guest House and 

Conference Center is committed to making your meeting or event successful. We offer a wide 

range of services — simple housing and meal plans, meeting space management, transportation  

and catering, and full-scale meeting planning both on and off campus. We offer 180 new and  

fully renovated rooms, free hot breakfast, free internet and parking, 30,000 square feet of meeting  

space, and 1,500 residence hall beds. Situated amidst the pristine beauty of historic Fort Douglas 

on the U campus, the Guest House is just 20 minutes from the Salt Lake International Airport. 

Downtown Salt Lake City is just minutes away by TRAX light rail train, with a stop just steps from 

our front door. 

Meet on the University of Utah campus at the University Guest House.

universityguesthouse.com | 1-877-412-8159
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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

T’S BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE we’ve heard the words “housing boom,” 
but one is, in fact, currently happening on college and university campuses. 
Today, there is a premium placed on higher education as more and more 
people seek advanced degrees; and the more people that move to campus, 
the more attention that is being paid to upgrading and expanding living 

arrangements. 
As old buildings are torn down or rehabbed and new high-rises are erected in their 

place, the way of the old dormitories is changing. Yes, this is the dawning of a new 
age in collegiate accommodations. Welcome to the modern residence hall.

Because what’s good for the student population is good for the collegiate confer-
ence guest, we have dedicated the cover story in this magazine to this very topic. Our 
“Resident Adviser” feature will help you navigate the new terrain and give you all the 
knowledge you need to understand accommodations for your next meeting or event 
held on campus. Unlike other publications that just cover meeting space, this first-
of-its-kind story will give you an exclusive look at where you’ll be convening—and 
also where you’ll be staying. You won’t find this in any other magazine!

Interviewed  are four major universities across the U.S. and Canada that, together, 
give an in-depth tour of four types of rooms, from the shared residence hall to the 
hotel-like guest room, that fit every type of budget. This story is brimming with 
illustrative photography that lets you see inside each room and understand what 
comes with it. We also dig deep into the bathroom arrangements, the linen avail-
ability and the extra amenities you might not know are available to you. 

Residence halls are not the only area where universities are building, though. Pro-
filed in our “State of the Student Union” feature, you will read about the trend of 
expanding and enhancing these central hubs. As more locations add on to existing 
structures, many are opening up the doors to visiting guests with meeting spaces, 
rec areas, food courts and even movie theatres so groups can have a self-contained 
business and entertainment center.

With all of this new construction, you have to wonder: Is there something special 
happening on campus I should know about? We think so.

Michele Nichols, Founder
Unique Venues

I
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power points BY SANDY DAWSON

CLIFF NOTES

CAMPUS TOUR:
TIPS to Make the Transition 
from HOTEL BALLROOMS  
to UNIVERSITY VENUES

GET CONNECTED
ACE Ministries - Sandy Dawson
aceministries.com | sandy.dawson@aceministries.com
(615) 887.8754 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania
UniqueVenues.com/IUP
(724) 357.2227

Just like your first day at school, making the transition to a new 
place can be challenging and nerve-wracking if you don’t have all 
the information. Thankfully, Sandy Dawson—a planner with 
Accelerated Christian Education (ACE Ministries) who has booked 
events at Indiana University of Pennsylvania—has three helpful tips 
on how to easily make the move from planning with hotels to hosting 
meetings in a campus setting. 

START THE PROCESS EARLY. You’ll want to provide RFPs and 
secure your space several months to a year out from the date of your 
conference. Because universities have to be mindful of student and 
athletic schedules, the more notice, the better chance of getting your 
preferred date.

DEVELOP A RELATIONSHIP. The best first step is to make contact 
with the conference coordinator right away, and give him or her 
all of your specs in writing. It helps to ensure a smooth line of 
communication between you and the campus and also prevents 
anything important from being left out in those important initial 
conversations.

LOOK FOR PACKAGE DEALS. Colleges and universities usually have 
great food in their dining halls so you should look here first for meal 
options rather than outside catering. Many times you can arrange 
per person packages that will save your budget and bottom line. 

3

❶

❷

❸

Campuses like the Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania in Indiana, PA offer many benefits 
for meeting planners over traditional hotel 
ballrooms.

UVWI14_CNotes_PowerPoints_Draft2.indd   11 1/27/14   3:43 PM
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expert advice BY J IM JENKS

CLIFF NOTES

JIM JENKS
Planner Development Representative, 
Collinson Media & Events 
jjenks@collinsonmedia.com

Spirit Guide:
Reasons for Hosting Faith-Based 
Meetings on Campus
From creating kosher kitchens to adhering to no-alcohol policies, colleges 
and universities are becoming more and more attuned to the needs of 
religious-based organizations looking to host meetings in a collegiate 
setting. With these advancements, trends are showing that up to 20% of 
faith-based planners now consider campuses for their meeting and event 
needs, says Jim Jenks of Collinson Media & Events (the organizer of the 
annual Rejuvenate Marketplace tradeshow). Here is his advice on the 
benefits of hosting religious functions on campus.

COST SAVINGS ADD UP
Cost is one of the biggest factors behind choosing a campus setting. Because the rates of 
the residence halls are so much more affordable, planners can get more bang for their buck, 
including saving on meals.

UNIVERSITIES ARE ADAPTING TO CUSTOMS
Collegiate conference departments are eager to accommodate religious groups that are differ-
ent and unique in their own ways. And many are adapting, especially when it comes to food 
and making sure kitchens are primed to meet the customary needs of these groups. There are 
more and more people of all faiths with special dietary needs and catering is keeping up with 
the demand for providing gluten-free, kosher and vegetarian menus.

HOUSING IS ADAPTABLE
More so than hotels, campus housing is arranged to meet the needs of traditional groups 
who’d like to book separate spaces for men and women. As well, there are a number of op-
tions suited to family or youth groups, too.

MAKE RFPS DETAILED
The biggest rule of thumb for planners is to work on building a relationship with a collegiate 
conference department and always be as specific as possible with them, especially on the RFP. 
If there are any unique needs for your group, large or small, you’ll want to list them in your 
proposal so that the team can know what you will need and will be able to accept or decline 
the request if they can’t meet the requirements. 

GET CONNECTED
Collinson Media & Events
collinsonmedia.com
770-582-9700

UVWI14_CNotes_ExpertAdvice_Draft3.indd   12 1/27/14   3:20 PM



N Y I T  A U D I T O R I U M  O N  B R O A D W A Y

LOCATED AT: 1871 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY | 1.888.319.5265 |  aob@nyit.edu

nyit.edu/aob

Just o� Columbus Circle, the NYIT Auditorium on Broadway can accommodate a range of events, 
from conferences to �lm screenings, executive meetings to classy cocktail parties. A versatile, 
bi-level layout boasts a 262-seat auditorium and two reception areas, including a glass-façade atrium 
and a lower-level concourse.The 262-seat auditorium, comprising 3,716 square feet, features a platform 
stage and is fully equipped with digital cinema, high-de�nition and 35mm projectors; 26-foot-wide 
2-D/3-D screens; Dolby 7.1 Surround Sound; videoconferencing and streaming capabilities; Mac/PC 
compatibilities; and wireless internet. 
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cool gift idea

technology

CLIFF NOTES

The Tool Creating 
All the 

BUZZ
BUZZ REGISTRATION RECENTLY LAUNCHED a new website 
that provides enhanced technology for QR code name badge 
production, cloud-based check-ins, scanning and lead re-
trieval. It’s just more ways the company is catering to modern 
meeting planners with a full technology suite that offers as-
sistance every step of the way, including a more streamlined 
check-in process for events large and small. Other capabilities 
include housing selection and travel services, making Buzz 
Registration a one-stop shop for busy planners to get their 
job done with ease. 

GET STARTED AT BUZZREGISTRATION.COM

GOLDEN GLOVES
YOU’VE PROBABLY SEEN TOUCHSCREEN GLOVES BEFORE, but not 
like this. Developed by Mujjo, these double-layered, extra grip gloves 
were made in response to customers in Canada, Norway and Russia 
who needed something warmer and more durable for the harsh-
est winter weather. And if it’s good enough for those sub-arctic 
residents, you can be assured your clients will have warm hands 
while they’re answering your e-mails from their smartphone in 
the dead of February.

Inside these gloves, an extra layer of wool acts as both an 
insulator and additional lining, providing for more comfort; 
as well, a stylish button strap closure keeps them locked in 
place. What’s really cool about this gift idea, though, are the 
grip dot patterns on the palms of the gloves that help users 
hold on to their devices on a snowy winter day. The gloves 
come in sizes S/M, M/L and L/XL, and each provides 
extra stretch to fit any hand. The design is adaptable 
for any smartphone or tablet, which means it will 
also warm the heart of any recipient. 

TO BROWSE AND ORDER, VISIT MUJJO.COM

UVWI14_CNotes_CoolGift_Draft3.indd   14 1/27/14   3:23 PM



Winter 2014 // UniqueVenues.com // 15

UVWI14_CNotes_CoolGift_Draft3.indd   15 1/24/14   1:48 PM



 16 // unique venues // colleges & universities

home-cooked meal
CLIFF NOTES

GET CONNECTED
The College of Idaho  

UniqueVenues.com/CollegeofIdaho
(208) 459.5025

Charred Tomato & 
Espresso Bisque Soup, 
Courtesy of The College of Idaho
This recipe was crafted by Tim Reinbold,  
executive chef, College of Idaho in Caldwell,
Bon Appetit

INGREDIENTS:
 6    Heirloom tomatoes,  

   char-grilled and cooled

 1   Small onion, diced

 2 cups  Cream

 1   Clove garlic

 2-4  Shots of espresso

    Fresh tarragon

 

TO PREPARE:
1. Sauté the onion and garlic until translucent.

2. Add diced tomato and simmer until all three ingredients 
   are cooked together. 

3. Puree and strain the mix through chinois. 

4. Return the ingredients to heat and add cream and espresso to taste. 

5. Season with salt and white pepper and garnish with chopped tarragon. 

Springfield College offers an ideal location 
for events, conferences, and meetings of all 
sizes. Our experienced, skilled, and courteous 
special event staff provide a full range of services 
to make your event a success. Book your event today!

t	 Newly renovated, modern facilities 
t	 Award-winning food service 
t	 Affordability 
t	 State-of-the art technology and support
t	 Summer housing 
t	 Flexibility 
t	 Pedestrian friendly 
t	 Free wireless access 
t	 SMART classrooms 
t	 Conveniently located near airports, buses, 
 trains, and major highways 

CONFERENCES and EVENTS 
SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE  Office of Special Programs
263 Alden Street, Springfield, MA  01109
Phone: (413) 748-5287 t	Fax: (413) 748-3534 
springfieldcollege.edu/SpecialPrograms t	ksmith@springfieldcollege.edu

We take                      in your event.

UVWI14_CNotes_Meal1_Draft2.indd   16 1/24/14   1:47 PM
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home-cooked meal
CLIFF NOTES

GET CONNECTED
The University of New Brunswick
UniqueVenues.com/UNB    (506) 458.7298

Wilted Spinach Salad with Digby Scallops

INGREDIENTS:
24    Digby Scallops (approximately 1.5 lbs.)

1     Lime (zest with a fine grater and  
  reserve the juice)

3 Tbsp   Extra Virgin olive oil

4 tsp  Garlic, finely chopped

1 tsp   Shallots, finely chopped

1 tsp   Dijon mustard

1-½ lb.   Fresh baby spinach

    Salt and pepper 

FOR CANDIED WALNUTS:

¼ cup   Walnuts, coarsely chopped

3 Tbsp   Granulated sugar

FOR CRANBERRIES:

¼ cup   Fresh cranberries

1-¼ cup  Granulated sugar

1 cup   Water

TO PREPARE:
1. Start making the candied walnuts: Heat a nonstick pan 

over medium heat and add the walnuts and sugar. Stir 
until the sugar melts and the walnuts are well coated, 
about 2 minutes. Remove from heat and transfer to a 
parchment lined pan and cool until ready.

2. Then prepare the cranberries: Combine sugar and 
water in a small saucepan over medium heat and stir 
until the sugar is dissolved. Bring to a simmer for 8-10 
minutes. Remove from heat and stir in the cran- 
berries. Pour mixture into a bowl and let cool. Wrap 
and refrigerate for at least 8 hours. Drain and set aside.

3. Remove muscle from scallop.

4. Combine lime zest, lime juice, 1 Tbsp olive oil, 2 tsp 
garlic, shallots and Dijon mustard. Add the scallops 
and toss to evenly coat. Let them marinate in the 
refrigerator for about 20 minutes.

5. Heat a large frying pan over medium heat and add 1 
Tbsp of olive oil.

6. Remove scallops from marinade and pat dry with pa-
per towel. Season with salt and pepper. Reserve 2 Tbsp 
of scallop marinade.

7. Sear the scallops until they are nicely browned on one 
side and continue to sear the other side until the inter-
nal temperature reaches 145 degrees. Remove and hold 
temperature of 140 degrees.

8. Heat another large frying pan over medium heat and 
add the reserved marinade from the scallops and 
chopped garlic. Cook until the garlic is lightly brown. 
Add the spinach and stir just until wilted. Season with 
salt and pepper. 

Courtesy of The University 
of New Brunswick
 
This recipe was crafted by Leanne English,  
executive chef with Sodexo at  
UNB in Fredericton
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Where meetings & events Where meetings & events 

University of Montana
32 Campus Dr., UC Rm 340
Missoula, MT 59812

(406)243-4115
ucevents@mso.umt.edu
www.umt.edu/uc

UNIVERSITY CENTER
E V E N T  P L A N N I N G  O F F I C E

IDEAL LOCATION
In the Heart of Five Valleys & Three Rivers 
With Plenty of Recreation Opportunities

FLEXIBLE SPACE
Full Service Conference Center & Multiple 
Unique Campus Venues

IMPECCABLE SERVICE
Conference/Event Planning Services, 
Audio-Visual Support, & Full Service Catering 
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signature drink
CLIFF NOTES

GET CONNECTED
Colorado Mountain College 

UniqueVenues.com/CMCLeadville

Mountain Magic  
courtesy of Colorado Mountain College 

When Colorado Mountain College says their coffee is “ fresh,” they really mean it. “I can get coffee beans 
delivered to the campus within 24 hours,” assures Skip Lee, dean of student affairs for the Leadville, Colorado 
school, “and it’s some of the best around.” It’s all because of a unique partnership the school’s food service provider, 
Sodexo, has with local roaster Kirk’s Coffee. Founder Kirk Jeffrey exclusively provides his fair trade, estate grown 
beans to be used for drip coffee service during conference meetings and also supplies the higher-end specialty 
espresso drinks for year-round purchase at the school’s onsite Coronado Café.

INGREDIENTS:
 1 oz. French roast espresso shot*

 6 oz. House blend coffee*

 1 oz. Hot water

   Cinnamon stick 

   Whipped cream

   Sprinkle of nutmeg & cinnamon

   (*Kirk’s Coffee is recommended;  
 order at kirkcoffee.com)

TO PREPARE:
1. Make one shot of French roast espresso   
 and pour into bottom of your favorite mug.

2. Add 6oz. of house blend coffee and 1 oz.   
 of piping hot water.

3. Add fresh whipped cream and sprinkle   
 with fresh ground cinnamon and nutmeg.

3. Garnish with a fresh cinnamon stick  
 for stirring. 

“The relationship really aligns with the college’s sustainabil-
ity efforts to buy as much local food products as we can. We 
want to support the local businesses in our community,” Lee 
asserts. In fact, the two share a common bond: in a town with 
an impressive elevation of more than 10,000 feet, Colorado 

Mountain College/Leadville is the highest college campus in 
the U.S. while Kirk’s Coffee is one of the  highest roasters. To 
celebrate, Kirk’s even gifted the school with its own signature 
Colorado Mountain College Blend. “Once Jeffrey educated us 
on what good coffee is, we just won’t settle for less.”
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The State of the Student Union
As more and more universities expand their central hubs, community is becoming the focus.

A recent report on Best College Reviews unveiled the “25 most amazing campus student unions,” going on to say 
that, “Universities and colleges are currently in the midst of a building boom nationwide, as they are investing tens 
and hundreds of millions of dollars to revitalize their student unions.” So why the sudden interest? It’s a two-fold 
mission, says Kelsey Finn, the executive director of the soon-to-be-opened ASUC Student Union at University of 
California Berkeley. 

“There’s been an abundance of research 
about creating community space for stu-
dents outside of the classroom so they can 
engage and interact with each other as 
well as faculty and the community. Also, 
we are getting smarter in knowing that 
there are certain times of the year when 
these buildings just sit empty, and if we 
open up the spaces and utilize them for 
outside groups that could benefit from an 
affordable, convenient, accessible venue, 
it’s a win-win for everybody.”

When completed, the ASUC Student 
Union will host a 10,000-square-foot 

ballroom, multiple meeting rooms that 
can seat 6 to 90 people, a business center, 
food service and coffee shop. “We will be 
open to weddings, camps, conferences, 
business groups, etc.,” Finn states, noting 
the center will be available year-round, 
unlike other campus buildings.

Kevin Slesh, director of real estate 
at Case Western Reserve University 
in  Cleveland, Ohio, eyes a similar ap-
proach for the school’s new Tinkham 
Veale University Center, which will 
open in August with a 9,000-square-
foot event space among other amenities. 

“Our hope is that this facility becomes a 
place for the community to collaborate 
and congregate, so it’s not just a student 
center that is frequented or visited only 
by our students, but open to the public 
as well.” The 82,000-square-foot build-
ing is a $50 million dollar project, most 
of which came through donors, allowing 
a more liberal, open-door policy.

Although, at U.C. Berkeley, student 
fees cover a good deal of the cost, Finn 
says there needed to be something to 
make up the difference. “We couldn’t 
rely on all operational costs coming from 

BY SELENA FRAGASSI

INSIDE THE INDUSTRY

When it is completed, the ASUC Student Untion 
at UC Berkeley will offer a 10,000-square-foot 

ballroom among other spaces.
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INSIDE THE INDUSTRY
the fee. So we decided that commercial 
activities would help fund and support 
the building during the academic year.”

It’s an initiative that’s worked well 
for Ohio’s Bowling Green State Univer-
sity at their Bowen-Thompson Student 
Union, which offers a full-service pub, 
movie theater, food court, post office 
and two-story bookstore. A grand ball-
room has hosted previous guests ranging 

from the National Youth Conference to 
the Heavy Metal Conference as well as a 
special book signing and talk by activist 
and author Elizabeth Smart. 

“Our motto in conference services is 
‘transforming our space into your place,’ 
says Michael Brown, manager of guest 
relations. “We can take our space and 
transform it over and over again depend-
ing on what group is in that building. 

We’ve brought in dueling pianos and a 
real casino with slot machines. We’ve 
worked with our animal science program 
to bring in animals for various events. We 
have a pretty open policy as long as we’re 
not starting a fire inside of the building,” 
he says, laughing.

It’s a similar situation at Queen’s Uni-
versity in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
which has hosted everything from the 

Left: In August, Case Western Reserve University 
will welcome the Tinkham Veale University Center. 
Top: Queen University’s Levine Center for Wellness 
and Recreation has hosted the DNC and YMCA.

Top and Right: Bowling Green State University 
has formal spaces in their student union. It’s one 
of the offerings in a multi-level building that also 
has a two-story bookstore and movie theater.

UVWI14_InsideTheIndustry_Draft2.indd   24 1/27/14   3:28 PM



Winter 2014 // UniqueVenues.com // 25

GET CONNECTED

Bowling Green State University
UniqueVenues.com/BowlingGreen
(419) 372.9019

Case Western Reserve University
UniqueVenues.com/CaseWestern
(216) 368.2000

Queens University
UniqueVenues.com/QueensUnivNC
(704) 337.2560

U.C. Berkeley
UniqueVenues.com/UCBerkeleyUnion
(510) 643.9149

Democratic National Convention 
to the yearly Father-Daughter dance 
sponsored by the YMCA. Here, the 
Levine Center for Wellness and Recre-
ation is considered the school’s student 
center. Opened in August 2013, the 
three-story, 145-square-foot building 
offers classroom spaces alongside a 33-
meter pool, basketball courts, volley-
ball courts, dance studio and walking 
track. A large conference room seats 
152 people. “The great thing about that 
space is that it’s right next door to our 
parking garage,” says Tamara Osborne, 
director of conference and event ser-
vices. “Plus, our onsite caterers are able 
to do meals in this space.”

Although there are a number of 
benefits to hosting events at a student 
union, Slesh is quick to make sure plan-
ners know, “this is not an exclusive type 
of arrangement where there would be 
the run of the building. … there’s the 
chance that you’ll be interacting with 
the students or other people casually 
using the center.”

But for Finn, that’s just one more 
plus. “Groups come to a campus be-
cause of the vibrant environment, so I 
think there is a great learning process 
and an educational opportunity when 
the public meets higher education.” 

CONVENIENT, 
PROFESSIONAL, 
ACCOMMODATING 
AND AFFORDABLE

TO START PLANNING TODAY, CONTACT US AT: 
E hcs@humber.ca   P 1.888.548.6327
W humber.ca/conference
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Dynamic City, Enchanting Campus
Queens University  of  Charlotte

Queens is nestled in a gorgeous, historic neighborhood in the vibrant city of Charlotte. Our picturesque campus has 
venues for your sporting events, banquets, conferences, as well as a 1,000-seat auditorium.

www.queens.edu/facilities

Our Services: 
catering      parking      on-site security      signage      AV      and morecatering      parking      on-site security      signage      AV      and morecatering      parking      on-site security      signage      AV      and morecatering      parking      on-site security      signage      AV      and morecatering      parking      on-site security      signage      AV      and morecatering      parking      on-site security      signage      AV      and morecatering      parking      on-site security      signage      AV      and morecatering      parking      on-site security      signage      AV      and morecatering      parking      on-site security      signage      AV      and morecatering      parking      on-site security      signage      AV      and morecatering      parking      on-site security      signage      AV      and more



Focus on big-picture objectives while escaping  
office interruptions during a day conference or 
seminar for your team at Southern Adventist  
University. Retreat to our 1,300-acre campus  
and set the stage for your strategic planning.

Seeing is Believing! 
Contact Southern’s dedicated meeting planner  
today for a glimpse of what you’re missing.

A World Apart,
Just          Away

423.236.2555
conferenceservices@southern.edu
southern.edu/conferenceservices
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THE MAIN EVENT

“We always welcome competition and 
open our doors for other venues to come 
see what we offer,” explains Adams, ex-
ecutive director of conference services for 
the university. “We even welcome their 
critiques, which we use to see what we 
might be doing right or wrong.” 

What Adams, in a nutshell, is referring 
to is a developing business practice for 
niche markets and an ideology  that was 
touted a number of times over the course 
of the conference’s different presentations. 
Called Co-opetition, it’s the idea that 
there can be “cooperation between com-
petitors in business” and furthermore, “it 
occurs when companies cooperate with 

each other to reach a higher value creation 
[when] compared to the value created 
without interaction.”

In Adams’ mind, and for others start-
ing to adopt this way of doing business, 
the situation is a win-win for everyone. 
“I think the more information sharing 
we do with one another and with groups, 
it certainly helps all of us,” he says. “By 
doing so, somebody may come across a 
group heading to Chicago and tell them, 
‘I know just the place for you.’ The more 
people that understand what our spaces 
look like and how we can accommodate 
groups, the more referrals we might po-
tentially get. In the end, it’s people’s real 

experiences that sells spaces.”
So when it came time for the university 

to prepare for this important incoming 
group, they spared no effort to make a 
good impression. First, Adams and his 
team (including Manager of Confer-
ence Services Judy Sunvold) decided on 
the space, ultimately choosing the 10th 
floor Power Rogers & Smith Ceremonial 
Courtroom at its downtown Corboy Law 
Center for daily sessions.

“We thought it would essentially be 
better to hold everything in one building 
instead of making people migrate through-
out the day,” says Adams, noting that the 
aesthetic of the space was important, too. 

The Competitive Advantage
When asked to host a room full of competitors at Unique Venues Annual Marketing 

Conference, Loyola University Chicago found success by sharing…everything

If hosting a multi-day conference for 120 of your closest competitors sounds like a huge risk, you might be 
right. Yet, when Loyola University Chicago was approached by Unique Venues to be the site for its Annual Marketing 
Conference last October, Dana Adams and his team jumped at the chance—even with the knowledge that all eyes 
would be closely on them.

Clockwise from top left: 
Aramark, the catering provider 
for Loyola University Chicago, 
prepares a buffet style spread 
for the conference’s luncheon. 
Guests were seated for 
meals in the school’s elegant 
Kasbeer Hall with views of the 
city. The lunch was finished 
with a selection of desserts, 
including this parfait.
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“The courtroom shows off well, it has 
great windows with impeccable views of 
downtown. We also just had a video wall 
recently installed over the summer, which 
was a nice addition.”

Outside the courtroom, an open lobby 
space was utilized for session breaks, with 
dedicated co-opetition-inspired areas to 
network and pick up marketing materi-
als from various attendees. “We thought 
adding some extra tables in the pre-func-
tion area would encourage people to gather 
and talk,” says Sunvold who worked with 
Unique Venues President Chuck Salem 
to finalize every detail in the last 30 days 
leading up to the event. That included 
arranging accommodations for overnight 
guests in the onsite Baumhart Lodging or 
securing rooms at the Tremont Chicago 
Hotel for the overflow.

The final piéce de résistance was reserv-
ing Loyola’s lavish 15th floor Kasbeer Hall 
for daily lunches, serviced by the universi-
ty’s food provider, Aramark, who had extra 
inspiration for making a memorable meal 
for this particular group. “In our conversa-
tions with Aramark, we informed them 
this would be a golden opportunity to put 
their best plate forward in front of all these 
professionals from across the country—
some of whom may use Aramark already 
and some of whom might even be looking 
for a new catering provider,” says Adams.

When he ran into several of the guests 
at the Rejuvenate Conference a few weeks 
later, everyone had nothing but compli-
mentary feedback. For Sunvold, it’s more 
proof that co-opetition is the best way to 
move forward for the industry. “It’s always 
said that imitation is the best form of flat-
tery, so if people end up applauding or 
even using our practices, it just means we 
are doing something right.” 

GET CONNECTED
Loyola University Chicago

UniqueVenues.com/loyolachicago
(773) 508.8090
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COLLEGE ROAD TRIP

Going south for the winter? There’s a reason why birds do it—because there’s so much more to explore in the state 
that gloats a year-round summer. From wildlife sanctuaries to custom concierges for theme parks and sandy beaches, 
there’s no shortage of activities (and amenities) for groups convening at these campuses in the Sunshine State.

SUNNY DAYS AHEAD
The sun may never set in Florida, and neither does the fun  
for groups looking to have a unique experience on campus

University of Florida, Gainesville
“We’re not Orlando, so I can’t promise you Mickey Mouse,” jokes 
Robert Ostrow, assistant director of housing operations for the 
university. Yet, as he talks about all the nature and incredible 
spaces on campus, you soon realize there is something even more 
magical for guests to experience here.

“We have our own lake, Lake Wauburg, which is owned by 
the university. Guests can rent canoes, start up a game in the vol-
leyball pits and there’s even a meeting space at this site as well.” 
For conferences, the university welcomes groups from 50 to 3,000 
people and offers the largest campus residence hall system in the 
southeastern U.S. “Each of our 16 buildings has its own meeting 
spaces inside, so guests can work and stay in the same contained 
unit,” says Ostrow. 

Coming in 2015 is an additional residence hall with a floor spe-
cially created for guests with physical disabilities. It’s just another 
way Ostrow and his team are trying to make a lasting impression. 
“Once you step foot on our campus, it’s hard to forget about us.”

University of North Florida, Jacksonville
(Adam W. Herbert University Center)
Want an urban safari? Come to this Jacksonville campus, which 
also doubles as a wildlife sanctuary and 1,000-acre nature pre-
serve with incredible views to take it all in. “We are right on the 
water, and we have a lake outside of our building, which makes 
the space great for leadership retreats,” says Katie Chenard, assis-
tant director of marketing and events, noting other opportunities 
include a ropes course and 9-hole golf course.

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
The Phillips Center is 
one of the luxe meeting 
spaces on campus.
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COLLEGE ROAD TRIP
Specifically, the university center—named for a revered 

former school president—is considered a public forum. “Our 
venue is the community center where the Jacksonville com-
munity and our students can have events together,” Chenard 
explains. Of use are 35 meeting rooms in a fully-fledged con-
ference center. “Two of those are ballroom or banquet-style 
rooms, the largest offering 9,700 square feet of space to ac-
commodate groups of up to 400 for a conference or 700 for a 
lecture.” Planners who book with Chenard and her team can 
look forward to one other convenience: “We are One-Stop- 
Shop certified, which makes the process so much easier.”

University of Central Florida, Orlando
The university might as well have a banner that reads, 
“Summer, year round,” jokes Dorothy Loman, coordinator 
of UCF Continuing Education. It’s not just for the tempera-
ture (which on average stays about 70-80 degrees all year), 
but also for the incredible attractions minutes away.

For groups that want to see Disney World, the Kennedy 
Space Center and Daytona Beach, Loman and her team 
offer a unique concierge service. “We can work with the 
groups to find the best hotels for any outside visits, with all 
the same attention to detail we’d provide here on campus,” 
she says, noting many attendees bring their families and tack 
on a vacation after.

Back onsite, planners will be happy to find a variety of 
meeting spaces and some of the best technology around. 
“We can arrange to do a live stream for people who can’t 
make the conference,” says Loman. As well, a staff designer 
can help create banners, signage and logos while another 
team member can offer video and photo services. “This way, 
groups can have highlight footage to share long after the ses-
sions have wrapped.”

Florida Gulf Coast University, Fort Myers
Although this campus is situated near the Everglades, there 
are other reasons it’s known for being green, including a 15-
acre solar field that provides 85% of the energy needed to 
run the Engineering and Business building as well as ser-
vicing air-conditioning through chiller plants. “It saves us 
hundreds of thousands of dollars and is appealing to people 
that are looking for campus spaces which coincide with their 
own green missions,” explains Ruth Rodrigues, director of 
campus reservations.

Another appealing feature? An onsite wine tasting room, 
which is part of the hospitality management department 
and also open to guests. “It was modeled after a room in the 
Napa Valley Branch of the Culinary Institute of America,” 
Rodrigues explains, noting an expansive wine cellar just 
outside the doors.

UNIVERSITY OF  
CENTRAL FLORIDA

FLORIDA GULF COAST
UNIVERSITY

The Harris Eng Center  
is near major attractions 

in Orlando.

A 15-acre solar field fuels 
buildings on campus. 

UNIVERSITY OF  
NORTH FLORIDA

The University Center is a place 
of public engagement hosting up 

to 400 in this ballroom.
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Less than an hour away from Historic Downtown Savannah, Tybee Island Beaches, and Savannah International Airport

Dining, Catering, and Housing accommodations for up to 3,000 guests

State of the art classrooms, theatres, and meeting facilities that accommodate up to 650 guests

Activity center equipped with a 215,000 sq. ft. gym, indoor/outdoor pool & spa, recreational fields, and ropes course

Unique on-campus attractions such as the Wildlife Center, Planetarium, Botanical Gardens and Museum

Call 912-478-8675 for more information or visit www.gsuhousing.com/conference

Dining, Catering, and Housing accommodations for up to 3,000 guests

State of the art classrooms, theatres, and meeting facilities that accommodate up to 650 guests

Unique on-campus attractions such as the Wildlife Center, Planetarium, Botanical Gardens and Museum

Activity center equipped with a 215,000 sq. ft. gym, indoor/outdoor pool & spa, recreational fields, and ropes course

Less than an hour away from Historic Downtown Savannah, Tybee Island Beaches, and Savannah International Airport

Southern hospitality at its finest.

 
1 Global 

Thunderbird Executive Inn & Conference 
Center is a unique Arizona destination   
serving clients from around the world. 

Nestled on the historic campus of Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, the recently 
renovated Thunderbird Executive Inn will 
surprise and delight you with:

4�134 upscale guest rooms

4�More than 40,000 square feet of meeting 
space, including six state-of-the-art  
auditoriums and 24 breakout rooms

4�Unique diversions such as the world 
famous Thunderbird Pub, located in an  
historic WWII military airfield control tower

Whether you’re planning a conference,  
business meeting, training program, trade 
show or simply a vacation escape to sunny 
Arizona — our hotel and conference center  
is an exceptional choice.

Thunderbird Executive Inn & Conference Center  |  Glendale, Arizona

www.thunderbirdexecutiveinn.com 
1 Global Place, Glendale, AZ 85306 

Inquiries: 602.978.7987  
Email: hotelsales@thunderbird.edu 
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GET CONNECTED

University of Florida, 
Gainesville
UniqueVenues.com/UnivFlorida
(352) 392.2161 

University of North Florida, 
Jacksonville
Adam W. Herbert University 
Center
UniqueVenues.com/univnoflorida
(904) 620.4220

University of Central Florida, 
Orlando
UniqueVenues.com/UCFContEd
(407) 882.0260

Florida Gulf Coast University, 
Fort Myers
UniqueVenues.com/floridagulfcoast
(239) 590.1426

Florida Institute of Technology, 
Melbourne
UniqueVenues.com/FloridaTech
(321) 309.3836

TIP:
Find your perfect 
unique space in 

Florida (or anywhere!) 
with new, advanced 

search options on 
UniqueVenues.com 
that let you browse 

by region.

After a long day of conferences (or wine tastings), groups will enjoy the Northlake Village 
residences, four-bedroom apartments with a full kitchen and full living room that, like all of 
the residence halls, were built after 1997 with modern amenities. Even better, says Rodrigues, 
“A number of them are right on the beach!” 

Florida Institute of Technology, Melbourne
This centrally located campus is a One-Stop Shop in more ways than one. Not only are they 
certified as such by the Association of Collegiate Conference and Events Directors-International 
(ACCED-I), but the full range of amenities on campus also make a group stay just as conve-
nient. “You can literally show up on campus, have your five-day meeting, sleep here, eat here, 
meet here and do all of your work in an environment that really fosters learning,” says Erica 
Spencer, director of the conference services bureau. As an added bonus, she says, “We can tap 
into our student population for volunteers and use our faculty and staff members for speakers.”

The campus offers 65-plus meeting spaces, including a variety of classrooms, five auditorium-
style rooms, a performing arts center and an adaptable gymnasium, which has hosted a number 
of galas and expos in its time. Yet, according to Spencer, some of the most unique spaces the 
institute offers are a botanical garden, chapel and a rooftop observatory. “This is what sets us 
apart from any hotel or traditional meeting venue.” 

FLORIDA GULF COAST
UNIVERSITY

FLORIDA INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY

The campus offers a unique 
wine tasting room, modeled 

after Napa Valley.

Left: A view of the Clement 
Center. Below: One of the best 
spaces to rent is the rooftop 
observatory.

From Banquets to Youth Groups, Corporate Meetings 
to Spiritual Retreats and Everything in Between!

•	 Meeting	rooms	to	accommodate	small		
and	large	groups

•	 Beautiful	Banquet	Facilities
•	 Professional	Catering
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ndiana University of Pennsylvania has a simple rule for its residence halls: “No more than 
two share a room, no more than two share a bath.” The school has been putting its words 

into action lately with all of its remodels, including a recent expansion that added 3,000 
beds, says Mike Lemasters, executive director of housing, residential living and dining. After all, 
they are just following the new standard. “The idea of suite living is becoming more and more 
common as campuses are building or renovating to meet modern needs. You’ll see this room 
style abundant in residence hall expansions across the country over the next few years.”

We tour four universities to get the full picture of the rooms you can expect  
when you stay on campus. And NONE of them are like the dorm rooms from your past.

That’s right, the old way of the dorm is out and privacy is in as 
more and more schools attempt to appeal to incoming students 
whose tastes have become more…exclusive. “That old, double-
loaded corridor with multiple beds and one bathroom for 40 
to 50 people is not attractive to the students we are trying to 
recruit,” continues Lemasters, saying all schools are in the same 
race right now and have to step up to compete. “If you don’t 
have what they want, they’ll go someplace else.”

In so doing, universities have also been able to attract discern-
ing conference guests who enjoy the comforts they are used to in 

a hotel (and are further persuaded by the savings, the service and 
the convenience of staying on campus). 

Don’t just take our word for it, though. Here, we tour four 
campuses that are heavy-hitters in the collegiate conference in-
dustry—Indiana University of Pennsylvania, University of Brit-
ish Columbia, University of California Davis and University of 
Pittsburgh, Johnstown—to discover just what’s inside the four 
types of modern residence halls and how each can make guests 
feel right at home. 
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First things first. “We do still have some traditional halls left, if a 
planner requires it for budget purposes or for a visiting camp that 
needs to house younger guests together,” says Lemasters, noting 
these are mostly older buildings that have yet to be renovated.

Lina Layiktez, director of conference and event services at the 
University of California Davis, adds that there is a huge benefit 
yet for these older styles. “It’s actually easier for a chaperone to 
keep an eye on their students in these types of accommodations 

and the students get really excited about that because it’s the pic-
ture in their heads of what staying in a college dorm looks like.” 
At UC Davis, this traditional layout style offers a double room 
with basic additions such as a dresser, desk and lamp. Restrooms 
are shared, typically one for men and one for women on each 
floor. Yet, as most conference departments understand, this style 
is not for everyone, which is why many are expanding to have 
more variety to fit the needs of more groups.

OPTION RESIDENCE HALL, SHARED ROOMS

THOMPSON HALL  
AT UC DAVIS

Traditional resi-
dence halls are still 
useful for visitors 
like youth groups 
that need to be 
housed together.
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OPTION

OPTION

RESIDENCE HALL, SEMI-PRIVATE ROOMS

PRIVATE SUITE-STYLE APARTMENTS

Take the University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown, for example. The 
name of the Living/Learning Center has taken on new mean-
ing as the school has come to better understand how students 
and overnight conference guests prefer to live during their stay. 
“The spaces here are a bit more upscale than your typical dorm,” 
says Tammy Barbin, manager of conferences and special events. 
“They’re slightly larger than you’d expect and each has its own 
bathroom with a shower.”

A closer look inside and you soon realize how right Barbin 
is—nothing about these spaces look anything like the dorm 
room you might remember. Each room has two single beds, two 
armoires, two desks, cable TV, a refrigerator and microwave, as 
well as bed linens and towels with daily housekeeping service in-
cluded. Conference guests who book any of the 403 beds during 

the summer will also enjoy air conditioning while winter guests 
can take a trip to the lobby and sit next to the fireplace. But that’s 
not all—other benefits of the building include a 24-hour fitness 
center and rec room, 24-hour front desk staff, laundry facilities 
and a quick trip to the attached conference and meeting rooms in 
the next building.

UC Davis calls this style “pod living,” and while their layout still 
has shared restrooms, it’s with less people. “We know adults typi-
cally need their space, so for most conference groups, we will book 
them in these types of shared arrangements or one of our apart-
ments.” Like the University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown, UC Davis 
also offers added perks such as access to the recreation center with 
state-of-the-art workout facilities, basketball and racquetball courts 
as well as a jacuzzi and pool. “It’s all part of our complete package.”

Of the six different room types at the Indiana University of Penn-
sylvania, many follow traditional campus-style living, but there 
is one that Kathy Evanko, director of conference services, likes to 
call “the Taj Mahal … this is where two people have their own 
bedroom, their own bathroom and they share a living room,” she 
says. Another great benefit of booking a suite at this campus? “We 

have a full computer room and multipurpose rooms in each suite-
style building,” adds her co-worker Lemasters.

It’s a similar setup at the University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown. 
Among the 1,771 beds on campus, in Willow Hall there are 25 
apartments, each consisting of four bedrooms connected to a 
common living area and kitchenette, plus two bathrooms. Each 

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH, JOHNSTOWN WIthin the residence halls at this campus are flexible meeting spaces that can be 
tailored for events, recpetions and other functions.
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room comes with linens, a desk, dresser and closet, while in the 
living area, furniture includes a loveseat, two chairs and coffee 
table. “This option is always great for groups that can and want to 
house together, but still want some privacy,” says Barbin. “Indi-
viduals can retire to their bedrooms at night and lock their door, 
but they can eat meals together in the kitchenette or socialize in 
the common living area.” 

Also at the campus are a selection of similarly styled lodges with 
nearly 350 beds and townhouses with 225 additional beds. Soon, 
the university will unveil a brand-new building, the College Park 
Apartments, which is undergoing an overhaul right now. “We 
remodel constantly,” Barbin says, noting the school has a rotating 
schedule of buildings that get touched so that the school in total 
is adhering to modern standards.

A growing need to renovate at the University of British Co-
lumbia inspired the change to suite-style living. “We had a lot 
of things that were just not working well,” says Teresa Rempel, 
director of group conferences and accommodations. Normally 
the school will just repaint or provide maintenance every year 
for its 3,600 rooms, but the most recent overhaul was one of 
their biggest projects to date, taking two years to complete. “We 
completely gutted the inside of the existing building and changed 
everything. Our suites now have new kitchens with granite coun-
tertops and new furniture, hardwood floors and new bathrooms. 
All the furniture has been updated, too.” By 2016, the campus 
anticipates the addition of an entire building of private suites to 
keep up with growing demand.

INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

The sprawling campus offers a number of residence halls, 
most offering communal gathering areas and computer 
rooms or business centers that accommodate both stu-
dents and conference groups.
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But the University of British Columbia doesn’t stop there. 
They have their own hotel onsite, too. It’s quickly becom-
ing a growing trend at campuses nationwide for one big 
reason: year-round availability (most of the other rooms 
profiled here are only available in the summer to accom-

modate student schedules). The West Coast Suites have all 
the creature comforts with 47 rooms, “each with free Wi-Fi, 
a fully-equipped kitchen, an ironing board, in-room safe, 
and most importantly, Starbucks coffee,” Rempel says of the 
luxe accommodations.

OPTION HOTEL-STYLE GUEST ROOMS

With so many options, you might think it would be overwhelm-
ing to find your home away from home during your stay. Yet the 
conference departments are more than ready to help you find the 
right match, based on a number of criteria. “It really depends on the 
budget, and also the type of client or delegates we are welcoming,” 
concludes Rempel. For example, if the group is mostly students, 
out of safety concerns they won’t be booked in any of the residence 
towers where there are higher balconies. Instead, they’ll room in the 
junior residences where there are also playing fields and basketball 
courts that they can enjoy in their free time.

At the University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown, Barbin and her  

team go through a series of questions with planners to determine 
the best fit. “We like to get to know what they’ll be doing in 
the course of a day,” she says, providing examples of some of the 
questions that might be asked of the planner, including, “Will 
they have children that are part of the group? Do they need to 
be centralized near the meeting space or dining? Do they have 
elderly guests who need special access?”

There are also those that have smaller groups who don’t need 
to have a specific meeting room, and for that experience, IUP’s 
Evanko suggests choosing a suite-style room. “Some visiting 
groups might just use their living room to accomplish their 

UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

CHOOSING THE RIGHT ROOM TYPE

Pay a visit here and get access to hotel suites on campus with private rooms and all the amenities.
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
UniqueVenues.com/IUP  •  (724) 357.2227

UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
UniqueVenues.com/ubc  •  (604) 822.1060

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA DAVIS
UniqueVenues.com/ucdavis  •  (530) 752.0185

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH, JOHNSTOWN
UniqueVenues.com/upj  •  (814) 269.1904

agenda. Rest assured,” she says. “In either case, whatever a plan-
ner needs, we can be flexible to their needs.”

That certainly was the experience Sandy Dawson—a planner 
with Accelerated Christian Education—had when she planned 
a meeting for 2,000 overnight guests at the university. “With 
a large conference such as ours, the convenience of being on 
campus was paramount for our staff. It allowed us to work late 
into the evenings, without having to travel to our lodging,” she 
says, noting that in addition to convenience, major factors for 
choosing the university were also cost savings and the availabil-
ity of meals on campus. “We loved the experience so much we 
are planning to book again for May.” 

THE GREAT ADD-ONS
Beyond modern rooms and cost savings, there are additional ben-
efits afforded by staying on a campus for the duration of your con-
ference. “The number-one benefit is the included meal package,” 
says Layiktez. Although not all schools offer this as a standard, 
places like UC Davis provide all-you-can eat breakfast, lunch and 
dinner with your stay. “We have a conference-style dining venue, 
which means it’s unlike the traditional dining commons where 
you’d walk through a cafeteria line.” Instead, on the menu are 
fresh items like Mongolian-style cooking and oven-baked pizza. 

At the University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown, there is much 
flexibility with custom menus, too, especially when hosting 
groups like the National Vegetarian or Vegan Conference.

“Although we may not be able to provide five-star ameni-
ties like hotels, we always get great feedback on our five-star 
service,” says Barbin of the university, a facet that has helped 
them bring repeat business for 35 years in some cases, such 
as the International Atmiya Youth Convention 2013, a group 
of 1,400 that recently stayed on campus. Planner Mehul 
Thakkar says, “The quality contribution by each and every 
member on the team was clearly visible through a continued 
and proactive presence during the moments of need. Such 
courteousness and patience speaks a lot about the staff and its 
leadership.” While flattering, Barbin sees that as the daily job 
of the staff that makes every concerted effort to make guests 
feel at home.

“The staff here bends over backwards to do anything we can, 
truly, to make the guests feel welcome from the moment we see 
them pulling into our circular driveway and are grabbing their 
bags. We want to make sure they always remember their stay 
here, for all the right reasons.”  

While there is a long list of benefits to staying on campus, there are 
some things you might might not be provided that you would expect 
in more traditional settings. It varies from campus to campus, and 
most all will be upfront with you before reserving your room block.

A/C / PHONES / TV
At UC Davis, for example, “Not all of our rooms are air-conditioned, and 

there aren’t televisions or telephones included in any of the rooms,” 
Layiktez informs, adding though, “with the advent of smart phones and 

iPads, guests have been needing these fixtures less and less.”

Wi-Fi
Wi-Fi can also be spotty in guest rooms, yet campuses are 

working to correct that. The University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown, 
for example, just added more than 100 wireless access points to 

residential facilities, which brings Wi-Fi to every room on campus.

LINENS
Linens are different from campus to campus, building to build-

ing. While many do offer sheets and towels, they might not be the 
highest thread count like you’d get at a hotel. “I’m upfront with the 
planner in letting them know they won’t be getting a five-star towel 

and linen package when they come here,” says Barbin, “so that if 
they feel more comfortable bringing their own, they can plan for it.”

At Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Evanko says, “We don’t own 
our own linens, although that’s something we are thinking about add-
ing in the future. However, if requested, we will find a way to get them.” 

Such was the case for visiting international groups; in this situation, 
Evanko and her team supplied linens from a rental company.
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Topnotch quality at affordable prices.
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Summer conferenceS  •  meetingS  •  camPS  •  SPecial eventS

conferences and catering
Phone (603) 862-1900

email: conferences@unh.edu
www.conferences.unh.edu







 44 // unique venues // colleges & universities

TECHNICALLY

When it comes to modern meetings technology,  
colleges and universities are more plugged in than you might think. 
BY Selena Fragassi

If you build it, they will come. In today’s modern times, that is the 
guiding principle for meeting and event spaces when navigating the ever-changing world of 
technology. Just as everyday people pitch tents on sidewalks overnight to secure the latest Apple 
technology, it’s just as essential for venues to keep up with the joneses in the business sector—and 
that means providing the latest in A/V, upgrading bandwidth and introducing new tools that make 
meetings easier.

The New York Institute of Technology 
could soon become the largest private 3D 
screening facility in Manhattan.
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Yet, if you think that colleges and universities can’t handle 
the challenge as well as more traditional outlets, think again. 
Campuses are often at the head of the tech class with routine 
upgrades that have to appeal to a very demanding audience: 
their students. In the process, benefits trickle down to confer-
ence guests as well.

“I think there’s this impression that a campus space will be 
maybe less clean, a little bit more run down, a little less customiz-
able, but that is certainly not the case, especially when it comes to 
technology,” affirms Jennifer Cucura, a director at the New York 
Institute of Technology’s Auditorium on Broadway, which offers 
a comprehensive 262-seat theatre space for multimedia events, 
screenings and panel discussions. “I’ve had clients who have held 
their events in other locations and had to bring in far more equip-
ment to get their meetings done. And they complain that’s just 
one more thing to rent and pay for and worry about. Here, the 
full breadth of our A/V capabilities really shows how seamless and 
convenient it can be.”

Onsite, NYIT offers state-of-the art enhancements such as an 
HD projection for Power Point presentations, movie-grade Dig-
ital Cinema Projector and 7.1 Dolby Dish full surround sound. 
As well, the venue is currently in negotiations with RealD to 
be the “largest private screening facility to be 3D compatible 
in Manhattan,” says Cucura. “It makes the quality that much 
more impressive, which is important for our clients.”

HDMI At Your Service
At Savannah, Georgia’s Armstrong 

Center, quality was the key motivator for 
a recent upgrade to HDMI projectors in 
its ballroom last summer. “We felt that 
we needed to take it to the next level 

because everybody was coming in with 
presentations and the quality just wasn’t 
there with our old equipment,” says Ken 
Reich, director of conference services.

HDMI, in fact, is a hot topic for all 
conference centers, according to Kent 

Hilton, director of the Miller Conference 
Center at Salt Lake Community College 
in Sandy, Utah. He predicts that, in two 
years when the school updates the venue 
again, the first thing they will add is this 

technology. “It is our mission to stay 
state-of-the-art,” he says. “We are aware 
of the trends in other conference centers 
nearby and want to be able to compete.”

Sometimes, colleges and universities 
are the trendsetters. Such is the case 
at the University of Denver with the 
addition of the impressive Cisco Tele-
Presence technology at the Morgridge 
College of Education. With this fully 
immersive video conferencing system, 
three large side-by-side screens and 
high-quality video feed brings togeth-
er conference guests in different states 
(or countries even) and lets them feel 
like they are in the same room.

“The quality is really unbeliev-

able,” says Mary Kay Mauro, man-
ager of client services for conference 
events and special programs, noting 
that a meeting with the Denver Busi-
ness Journal helped spread the word 
about the service. “It’s called a QOS, 
the highest quality of service. When 
the feed comes through, it really does 
feel like you’re all sitting at the table 
together in the same room without 
the separation of miles.” As well, the 
video is audio activated, which means 
that whenever someone is speaking, 

the camera will automatically turn to 
focus on him or her, which allows for 
fluid conversation.

The best part is, both parties don’t 
have to own the TelePresence technol-
ogy in order to connect. “There is free 
software that can be installed on any 
computer, which will plug into the 
TelePresence system,” says Mauro, 
further stating, “we have a full tech-
nology support team during all hours 
of operation who can support the 
planner and make it an easy process.”

MORE THAN VIDEO CONFERENCING

UNIVERSITY OF DENVER TELE-PRESENCE
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ON-CALL I.T. DEPARTMENTS
Indeed, one of the great benefits for almost all colleges and universities is the addition of an on-call, onsite IT team 
who can help manage complex systems such as this.

“Our technology team is part of our service team for conferences and events, so I think that helps the flow and also 
the communication with the planners and the groups in general,” confirms Mauro with the University of Denver.

At the University of Central Oklahoma, where a $450,000 renovation project was just completed in the confer-
ence rooms, the team taps into its built-in resources. “We have an agreement with the IT department that we can 
utilize one of their student workers for a certain number of hours a week to help us with the A/V that might have 
a little more complicated setup,” says Amanda Tucker, assistant director for the Nigh University Center.

The Big   WiFi   Debate
No matter how complex and state-of-the-art colleges and 
universities become with their latest gadgetry, however, there 
is always the eternal, simple question all planners ask: Do you 
have free Wi-Fi?

According to Corbin Ball, meetings technology expert, 
Wi-Fi and broadband are becoming the lifeblood of events 
and communication. “Nowadays, every attendee has mul-
tiple devices (3.6 in 2013, up from 1.4 in 2010), and the 
demand is on the event planner to choose a venue accord-
ingly,” he says, noting that when polled, 64% of planners 
said the availability of Wi-Fi affected their choice of venue.

At the University of Denver, complimentary Wi-Fi is 
available campus-wide, “and we just switched to ‘always 
on access’, which doesn’t require a password,” says Mauro. 
“It’s become a huge asset to the planner and the meetings 
industry we attract.”

Likewise, the Miller Conference Center at SLCC has a 
policy of “Wi-Fi for the people,” and the school just added 
500 access points, says Hilton. Although it does require a 
username and password in order for the IT department to 
ensure nothing inappropriate is conducted over their firewall. 
“Otherwise, we are very open-minded to allowing this access 
to everyone.”

It came in handy for one planner who used the Miller 
Conference Center at SLCC in the past: “Without a dedi-
cated Internet connection for presenters, the success of our 
live demos could be greatly affected,” says Michelle Kolbe.

There’s even further reason for Wi-Fi, says Cucura, and it has 
to do with social media. “When our planners come through, 
they want to make sure their attendees are able to Tweet or 
Facebook content from the sessions,” she says, noting that 
when the former spotty service in their theater was brought 
to her staff’s attention, they addressed the problem right away. 
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“It’s assumed that this technology will always be available.”
At the University of Central Oklahoma, Tucker notes that the department can 

switch screens over to a live Tweeting session so everyone can see what is being said. 
This interactive service is just one way the school has been able to attract more and 
more planner interest, which has resulted in their success. “In this last year since we 
initiated our upgrades, the usage of our A/V equipment has almost doubled.”

GET 
CONNECTED
Armstrong Center
UniqueVenues.com/armstrongcenter
(912) 344.2953

Miller Conference Center 
Salt Lake Community College
UniqueVenues.com/MillerConfCenter
(801) 957.5222

New York Institute of Technology
Auditorium on Broadway
UniqueVenues.com /NYITAuditorium
(212) 261.1615

University of Central Oklahoma
UniqueVenues.com /UnivCentralOk
(405) 974.2715

University of Denver
UniqueVenues.com /uofdenver
(303) 871.4333

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL  
OKLAHOMA’S CONSTITUTION HALL

NIGH UNIVERSITY CENTER

SALT LAKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
MILLER CONFERENCE CENTER

MORE IS LESS… 
IN CO$TS
Rest assured though, all the upgrades do 
not mean increases in price for usage, says 
Hilton. “We review our costs every four to 
five years, and it’s not indicative of whether 
we’ve enhanced our technology,” he says, 
noting that most of the A/V amenities are 
included in the cost of the room rental.

Which is one of the reasons why Kolbe 
chose the university: “Cost is the most im-
portant factor for our group. We like that at 
SLCC the A/V is already in the room rental 
so there are not added costs that we might 
not be budgeting for.”

That’s the win-win for groups, especially 
the non-profits that Cucura hosts. “Not only 
do we have the best technology,” she says, 
“but often we have the best rates, too.”  
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news & awards BY SELENA FRAGASSI

INDUSTRY UPDATES
Vanderbilt’s Alumni Hall in Nashville 

Graduates with Honorable Renovations

Originally opened in 1925 as the first student center, Vanderbilt University’s 
Alumni Hall was recently added to the National Register of Historic Places. With 
that noted accolade, the Nashville, Tennessee university got to work on rehabbing 
the space to make it usable for future generations. The renovations maintain the 
integrity of the building’s Collegiate Gothic style, while also updating the interior 
spaces and expanding the east and west side terraces.
UniqueVenues.com/Vanderbilt

Within three hours of opening last November, the brand-new Sonoma State University 
Student Center in Rohnert Park, California welcomed more than 2,000 students, faculty, 
staff and community members who were curious to check out the updated amenities 
offered inside. Included are six meeting rooms with advanced A/V technology, multiple 
dining venues including the campus pub Lobos and the dining hall Kitchens, as well 
as the piéce de résistance: the largest ballroom in the county. Both students and 
conference guests are welcome to use the building, which offers a more centralized 
facility to meet, eat and relax.

UniqueVenues.com/SonomaState

Great Minds Think Alike in new Washington College Campaign 
President George Washington set the standard when he visited his namesake 
college in the 18th century—but he’s just one of the first. Since it opened 
in 1782, many of the world’s great ideologists have visited the Chestertown, 
Maryland campus. That history is the inspiration behind the school’s new 
Great Minds Meeting campaign, aimed at planners looking for a site that 
can help generate some serious brainpower for meetings, retreats, banquets 
or other events. State-of-the-art academic buildings and various venues help 
foster a place of learning, while the Dining Services department offers new 
customizable catering guides to provide healthy brain food between sessions.

UniqueVenues.com/washingtoncollege

Kenyon 
Institute 
Touts Award-
Winning, 
User-Friendly 
Website
EduStyle, a web design 
gallery and resource 
dedicated to higher 
education websites, 
recently awarded a big 
honor to The Kenyon 
Institute, part of Kenyon 
College in Gambier, 
Ohio. The school won 
the prestigious award 
for “Best School, 
Department or Faculty 
Site” in both the 
Judged and People’s 
Choice categories. 
EduStyle hosts more 
than 6,000 websites 
with a community of 
more than 4,000 active 
users, making Kenyon’s 
win even more 
impressive. With this 
nod, planners can look 
forward to a website 
that is navigable and 
easy to use.

UniqueVenues.com/
KenyonCollege

Sonoma State University  
Has New Center of Attention



More Beds Will Be Made at  
Emory University in 2014
May marks a significant achievement 
at Atlanta, Georgia’s Emory University. 
The opening of the brand-new LEED 
Gold Certified Eleonore Raoul Hall 
(named for the first female graduate of 
the university’s law school) will be the 
sixth residence hall to open in seven 
years. The completed construction will 
offer nearly 350 additional beds for 
summer conference guests. Options will 
include single and double rooms with 
a sizable number of semi-suites that 
feature private bathrooms. Also inside 
the hall will be a two-story event space 
with attached catering kitchen as well as 
the centrally located office spaces for the 
University Conferences Department.

UniqueVenues.com/EmoryUniv

Art Has a New Home at 
Penn State Great Valley Campus
The Conference Center at Penn State 
Great Valley now has an art gallery with 
rotating exhibits. The Henry Gallery 
was opened in the spring and provides 
respite for conference guests (and the 
public) Monday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Recent shows 
at the Malvern, Pennsylvania venue 
include “Parts of a Whole Mosaic” as 
well as the “Darkness to Light” student 
mural and the “Story Quilts” exhibit. 

UniqueVenues.com/PSUGreatValley



University of PUget soUnd is a national liberal 

arts college in the vibrant city of Tacoma, Washington. Our 

beautiful, 97-acre campus in the city’s scenic North End offers 

state-of-the-art facilities, varied housing and dining options, 

24/7 assistance, and close proximity to Tacoma’s natural parks, 

cultural amenities, and neighborhood shops and restaurants. 

Puget Sound is the ideal setting for your conference, retreat, 

camp, or special event. 

We offer meeting spaces tailored to your event needs. 

Choose from auditoriums, athletic facilities and sports fields, 

classrooms, conference rooms, exhibit space, and lecture halls. 

Most facilities contain modern audio/visual equipment, and 

technical assistance is available. Guests enjoy free parking and 

WiFi, and on-site registration services.

On-campus housing options, including single- and double-

occupancy rooms and suite-style accommodations, are 

available from mid-May through mid-August, and include 

optional linen service. All lodging facilities are within a short 

distance of academic buildings, meeting rooms, and Wheelock 

Student Center, the hub of campus, where meals are served.

Our privately owned and operated dining services department 

has meal plans and special food service options to meet your 

needs. Cafeteria-style service is provided for complete meals 

for overnight groups, and our catering staff prepares and serves 

excellent events of all sizes, from refreshment breaks and 

beverage service to receptions and banquets.

Guests are welcome to use, at no additional charge, the 

university fitness center and pool, running/walking track, and 

tennis courts. Just a short drive from campus visitors can 

explore the award-winning Point Defiance Zoo and Aquarium, 

Tacoma’s theater and museum districts, and downtown 

galleries and eateries.

Contact us today to discuss your event with a  

Puget sound conference team member.

253.879.3483  |  conferences@pugetsound.edu

pugetsound.edu/conferences
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UniqueVenues.com is the largest 
online database of unique meeting and 
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bath types, technology capabilities, 
rental fees, plus targeted info about 

meeting specifications including group 
capacities and square footage of each 
space. You can also view videos and 
browse photo galleries to get the full 

perspective before making a decision 
to book your event. The best part is the 
website offers a free search service that 

requires no fees or registration—and 
there is no commission for using the 

site or sending RFPs. You can browse 
without commitment and request 

additional information with the  
click of a button.
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ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, CANADA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM. EACH LISTING IS ORGANIZED 

ALPHABETICALLY FOR EASE OF USE AND FEATURES THE NAME OF THE VENUE, CITY AND 

UNIQUE VENUES WEBSITE ADDRESS, WHICH HOLDS EVEN MORE INFORMATION FOR PLANNERS.

start your
 SEARCH now

G e t  C o n n e c t e d :  U n i q u e Ve n u e s. c o m

University of PUget soUnd is a national liberal 

arts college in the vibrant city of Tacoma, Washington. Our 

beautiful, 97-acre campus in the city’s scenic North End offers 

state-of-the-art facilities, varied housing and dining options, 

24/7 assistance, and close proximity to Tacoma’s natural parks, 

cultural amenities, and neighborhood shops and restaurants. 

Puget Sound is the ideal setting for your conference, retreat, 

camp, or special event. 

We offer meeting spaces tailored to your event needs. 

Choose from auditoriums, athletic facilities and sports fields, 

classrooms, conference rooms, exhibit space, and lecture halls. 

Most facilities contain modern audio/visual equipment, and 

technical assistance is available. Guests enjoy free parking and 

WiFi, and on-site registration services.

On-campus housing options, including single- and double-

occupancy rooms and suite-style accommodations, are 

available from mid-May through mid-August, and include 

optional linen service. All lodging facilities are within a short 

distance of academic buildings, meeting rooms, and Wheelock 

Student Center, the hub of campus, where meals are served.

Our privately owned and operated dining services department 

has meal plans and special food service options to meet your 

needs. Cafeteria-style service is provided for complete meals 

for overnight groups, and our catering staff prepares and serves 

excellent events of all sizes, from refreshment breaks and 

beverage service to receptions and banquets.

Guests are welcome to use, at no additional charge, the 

university fitness center and pool, running/walking track, and 

tennis courts. Just a short drive from campus visitors can 

explore the award-winning Point Defiance Zoo and Aquarium, 

Tacoma’s theater and museum districts, and downtown 

galleries and eateries.

Contact us today to discuss your event with a  

Puget sound conference team member.

253.879.3483  |  conferences@pugetsound.edu

pugetsound.edu/conferences
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USA
ALABAMA
❱ Shocco Springs Conference 
Center // Talladega 
uniquevenues.com/ShoccoSprings

ARIZONA
❱ Black Canyon Conference 
Center // Phoenix 
uniquevenues.com/blackcanyon

❱ Desert Willow Conference 
Center // Phoenix 
uniquevenues.com/DesertWillow

❱ High Country Conference 
Center at Northern Arizona 
University // Flagstaff 
uniquevenues.com/HighCountryCC

❱ Thunderbird Executive Inn & 
Conference Center // Glendale
uniquevenues.com/ThunderbirdExecutiveInn

ARKANSAS
❱ Arkansas 4-H Center // Little Rock
uniquevenues.com/arkansas4hcenter

CALIFORNIA
❱ AMA San Francisco Conference 
Center // San Francisco 
uniquevenues.com/amasanfrancisco

Arrowhead Pine Rose Cabins // Twin Peaks
uniquevenues.com/pinerosecabins

❱ California State University - 
University Student Union  
// Northridge 
uniquevenues.com/CSUNUSU

❱ California State University 
Channel Islands // Camarillo 
uniquevenues.com/calstatechannelislands

❱ California State University, 
Northridge // Northridge 
uniquevenues.com/CalStateNorthridge

Chapman University // Orange 
uniquevenues.com/Chapman

Concordia University Irvine // Irvine 
uniquevenues.com/ConcordiaIrvine

Dolce Hayes Mansion // San Jose 
uniquevenues.com/hayesmansion

❱ Event Services at U.C. Berkeley 
// Berkeley 
uniquevenues.com/UCBerkeleyUnion

❱ Fairplex Hotel & Conference 
Center // Pomona 
uniquevenues.com/FairplexConfCtr

Humboldt State University // Arcata
uniquevenues.com/humboldtstate

❱ Loyola Marymount University  
// Los Angeles 
uniquevenues.com/LoyolaMarymount

❱ Occidental College // Los Angeles 
uniquevenues.com/Occidental

Pepperdine University // Malibu  
uniquevenues.com/Pepperdine

❱ Pickwick Gardens Conference 
Center // Burbank 
uniquevenues.com/Pickwick

❱ Pomona College // Claremont 
uniquevenues.com/PomonaCollege

❱ Riverside Convention & Visitors 
Bureau // Riverside 
uniquevenues.com/RiversideCVB

❱ San Francisco State University  
// San Francisco 
uniquevenues.com/SFSU

❱ San Jose State University // San Jose 
uniquevenues.com/sjsu

❱ San Ramon Valley Conference 
Center // San Ramon 
uniquevenues.com/sanramonvalleycc

❱ Sonoma State University  
// Rohnert Park 
uniquevenues.com/SonomaState

Sparky’s Hot Rod Garage // San Carlos 
uniquevenues.com/Sparkys

❱ UCLA Lake Arrowhead 
Conference Center // Lake Arrowhead 
uniquevenues.com/UCLALakeArrowhead

❱ University of California, Davis 
// Davis 
uniquevenues.com/ucdavis

❱ University of California, Los 
Angeles // Los Angeles 
uniquevenues.com/ucla

❱ University of California, 
Riverside // Riverside 
uniquevenues.com/UCRiverside

University of California, Riverside - Palm Desert 
Center // Palm Desert 
uniquevenues.com/ucrpalmdesert

University of California, Santa Barbara  
// Santa Barbara 
uniquevenues.com/UCSB

University of California, Santa Cruz // Santa Cruz 
uniquevenues.com/ucsantacruz

University of Redlands // Redlands 
uniquevenues.com/UnivRedlands

University Student Union, California State 
University, Long Beach // Long Beach 
uniquevenues.com/CSULB

Whittier College // Whittier 
uniquevenues.com/WhittierCollege

COLORADO 
❱ Colorado College // Colorado Springs 
uniquevenues.com/coloradocollege

Colorado Mountain College - Leadville  
// Leadville 
uniquevenues.com/CMCLeadville

❱ Colorado School of Mines // Golden 
uniquevenues.com/ColoradoSchoolMines

❱ Colorado State University  
// Fort Collins 
uniquevenues.com/CSU

History Colorado Center // Denver 
uniquevenues.com/ColoradoHistoryMuseum

Howl at the Moon // Denver 
uniquevenues.com/HowlDenver

❱ Pueblo Community College // Pueblo 
uniquevenues.com/pueblocc

University of Colorado Boulder // Boulder 
uniquevenues.com/CU

❱ University of Colorado Colorado 
Springs // Colorado Springs 
uniquevenues.com/uccs

❱ University of Denver // Denver 
uniquevenues.com/uofdenver

CONNECTICUT
❱ Southern Connecticut State 
University // New Haven 
uniquevenues.com/SouthernCT

The Amber Room Colonnade // Danbury 
uniquevenues.com/amberroom

The Boathouse // Hartford
uniquevenues.com/theboathouse

The Bushnell Center for the Performing Arts  
// Hartford 
uniquevenues.com/BushnellCenter

❱ University of Hartford  
// West Hartford 
uniquevenues.com/UnivHartford

Yale University // New Haven
uniquevenues.com/yale
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DELAWARE 
❱ Chase Center on the Riverfront  
// Wilmington 
uniquevenues.com/ChaseCenter

Delaware Art Museum // Wilmington 
uniquevenues.com/delawareartmuseum

❱ University of Delaware - 
Newark // Newark 
uniquevenues.com/UnivDelawareNewark

University of Delaware - Wilmington  
// Wilmington 
uniquevenues.com/UDelWilmington

Virden Retreat Center // Lewes 
uniquevenues.com/Virden

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
1331 G Conference Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/1331gconferencecntr

❱ 20 F Street NW Conference 
Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/20fstreetcc

African American Civil War Museum  
// Washington 
uniquevenues.com/afroamcivilwar

District Architecture Center // Washington  
uniquevenues.com/DistrictArchitectureCenter

Dumbarton House // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/DumbartonHouse

FHI360 Conference Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/AEDConferenceCenter

Florida House on Capitol Hill // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/FloridaHouse

Globe Theater // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/globetheater

Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital // 
Washington 
uniquevenues.com/HillCenter

Hillyer Art Space // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/hillyerartspace

Josephine Butler Parks Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/josephinebutlercenter 

McLean Gardens Ballroom // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/McLeanGarden

National Academy of Public Administration’s 
Conference Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/napa

National Cathedral School // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/NationalCathedralSchool

❱ Nationals Park // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/nationalspark

Partnership for Public Service Conference 
Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/PartnershipConferenceCenter

President Lincoln’s Cottage // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/PresidentLincolnsCottage

The Carriage House // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/CarriageHouse

The National Zoo // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/nationalzoo

The Whittemore House // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/WhittemoreHouse

❱ Trinity Washington University  
// Washington 
uniquevenues.com/trinitycenterdc

FLORIDA 
❱ Adam W. Herbert University 
Center, University of North 
Florida // Jacksonville 
uniquevenues.com/univnoflorida

❱ Florida Gulf Coast University  
// Fort Myers 
uniquevenues.com/floridagulfcoast

Florida Institute of Technology // Melbourne 
uniquevenues.com/FloridaTech

❱ University of Central Florida 
Continuing Education // Orlando 
uniquevenues.com/UCFContEd

❱ University of Florida // Gainesville 
uniquevenues.com/UnivFlorida

Zadok Gallery // Miami 
uniquevenues.com/ZadokGallery

GEORGIA 
❱ AMA Atlanta Conference Center 
// Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/amaatlanta

Brenau University // Gainesville 
uniquevenues.com/brenau

❱ Emory University // Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/EmoryUniv

❱ Georgia Institute of Technology 
// Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/georgiatech

Georgia International Horse Park // Conyers 
uniquevenues.com/GAHorsePark

❱ Georgia Southern University  
// Statesboro 
uniquevenues.com/georgiasouthern

Georgia State University Housing - Conference 
Services // Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/GeorgiaState

❱ LOFT at Castleberry Hill // Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/CastleberryHill

Morrow Center // Morrow 
uniquevenues.com/morrowcenter

The Armstrong Center // Savannah 
uniquevenues.com/armstrongcenter

❱ The Cleveland L. Dennard 
Center // Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/ClevelandDennardCenter

UGA Hotel and Conference Center // Athens 
uniquevenues.com/ugcce

University of North Georgia // Dahlonega 
uniquevenues.com/UnivNorthGeorgia

❱ Valdosta State University // Valdosta 
uniquevenues.com/ValdostaState

IDAHO 
North Idaho College // Coeur d’Alene 
uniquevenues.com/nic

The College of Idaho // Caldwell 
uniquevenues.com/CollegeofIdaho

University of Idaho - University Support 
Services // Moscow 
uniquevenues.com/UnivIdaho

ILLINOIS 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum 
// Springfield 
uniquevenues.com/LincolnLibrary

Adler Planetarium // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/AdlerPlanetarium

Allerton Park & Retreat Center, University of 
Illinois // Monticello 
uniquevenues.com/AllertonParkRetreat

❱ AMA Chicago Executive 
Conference Center // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/amachicago

American Dental Association // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/AmericanDentalAssoc

Arrowhead Golf Club // Wheaton 
uniquevenues.com/ArrowheadGolfClub

Chicago Botanic Garden // Glencoe 
uniquevenues.com/ChicagoBotanicGarden

❱ Chicago Southland Convention 
& Visitors Bureau // Lansing 
uniquevenues.com/chicagosouthland

❱ Chicago’s North Shore 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 
// Skokie 
uniquevenues.com/ChicagoNorthShoreCVB

Elgin Community College // Elgin 
uniquevenues.com/ElginCC
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❱ DePaul University - Loop 
Campus // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/DePaulLoop

❱ Illinois Institute of Technology 
// Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/IIT

❱ Illinois State University // Normal 
uniquevenues.com/IllinoisState

❱ Lake Williamson Christian 
Center // Carlinville 
uniquevenues.com/LakeWilliamsonCenter

Lewis University // Romeoville 
uniquevenues.com/LewisUniv

Loyola at Cuneo Mansion & Gardens // Vernon Hills 
uniquevenues.com/CuneoMansionandGardens

❱ Loyola University Chicago // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/loyolachicago

Loyola University Chicago Retreat & Ecology 
Campus // Woodstock 
uniquevenues.com/LUCRetreatCenter

McCook Athletic & Exposition Center // McCook 
uniquevenues.com/McCookCenter

Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/MCAChicago

❱ Museum of Science and 
Industry // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/MSIChicago

Navy Pier Chicago // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/NavyPier

North Park University // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/northparkuniv

Northern Illinois University Conference Centers 
// Naperville 
uniquevenues.com/NIUConferenceCenters

Southern Illinois University Carbondale  
// Carbondale
uniquevenues.com/siuc

St. John’s Catholic Newman Center // Champaign 
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsNewmanCtr

The Field Museum // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/FieldMuseum

❱ The Flats at East-West University 
// Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/TheFlats

The Hyatt Lodge & Hamburger University  
// Oak Brook 
uniquevenues.com/hyattlodge

The John G. Shedd Aquarium // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/SheddAquarium

Toyota Park // Bridgeview 
uniquevenues.com/ToyotaPark

U.S. Cellular Field // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/USCellularField

❱ University Center Conference 
Chicago // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/ConferenceChicago

University of Illinois at Chicago Event Spaces 
// Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/UICEvents

❱ University of Illinois 
Conferences and Special Events  
// Champaign 
uniquevenues.com/uillinoisconferences

Wheaton College // Wheaton 
uniquevenues.com/wheaton

WhirlyBall // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/WhirlyBall

INDIANA
Anderson University // Anderson 
uniquevenues.com/Anderson

❱ Ball State University // Muncie 
uniquevenues.com/BallState

Bethel College // Mishawaka 
uniquevenues.com/BethelCollege

Earlham College - Runyan Center // Richmond 
uniquevenues.com/Earlham

❱ Manchester University  
// North Manchester 
uniquevenues.com/ManchesterCollege

Notre Dame Conference Center and Morris Inn 
// Notre Dame 
uniquevenues.com/NotreDameConfCenter

Palais Royale at Morris Performing Arts Center 
// South Bend 
uniquevenues.com/PalaisRoyale2

Purdue University // West Lafayette 
uniquevenues.com/Purdue

The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis  
// Indianapolis 
uniquevenues.com/indianapolischildrensmuseum

Tilson Conference Center // Greenwood 
uniquevenues.com/TilsonConfCtr

IOWA
Iowa State University // Ames 
uniquevenues.com/IowaState

❱ Sunstream Retreat Center // Ogden 
uniquevenues.com/Sunstream

KENTUCKY
❱ Northern Kentucky University  
// Highland Heights 
uniquevenues.com/NKU

LOUISIANA 
LSU of Alexandria // Alexandria
uniquevenues.com/lsua

❱ Tulane University // New Orleans 
uniquevenues.com/Tulane

❱ University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette // Lafayette 
uniquevenues.com/ULLafayette

MAINE
Bates College // Lewiston 
uniquevenues.com/BatesCollege

❱ Colby College // Waterville 
uniquevenues.com/ColbyCollege

University of Maine // Orono 
uniquevenues.com/UnivMaine

University of New England // Biddeford 
uniquevenues.com/UnivNewEngland

MARYLAND
Anne Arundel Community College // Arnold 
uniquevenues.com/AnneArundel

Antrim 1844 Country House Hotel // Taneytown 
uniquevenues.com/Antrim1844

Billingsley Manor // Upper Marlboro 
uniquevenues.com/Billingsley

Brookside Gardens // Wheaton 
uniquevenues.com/BrooksideGardens

Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum // St. Michaels 
uniquevenues.com/ChesapeakeBayMaritime

❱ Coppin State University // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/Coppin

❱ Elegant Settings of Maryland-
National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission // Greenbelt 
uniquevenues.com/elegantsettings

❱ Frostburg State University  
// Frostburg
uniquevenues.com/Frostburg

Glenview Mansion & F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre 
// Rockville 
uniquevenues.com/GlenviewMansion

Historic London Town & Gardens // Edgewater 
uniquevenues.com/HistoricLondonTown

❱ Johns Hopkins University 
Conference Services // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/johnshopkins

❱ Legg Mason Tower at Harbor 
East // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/LeggMasonTower
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Lodge at Little Seneca Creek // Potomac 
uniquevenues.com/LodgeSenecaCreek

❱ National 4-H Youth Conference 
Center // Chevy Chase 
uniquevenues.com/National4-H

❱ National Aquarium in 
Baltimore // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/NationalAquariumBaltimore

Newton White Mansion // Mitcheville 
uniquevenues.com/NewtonWhite

❱ Osprey Point Retreat & 
Conference Center // Royal Oak 
uniquevenues.com/OspreyPoint

Oxon Hill Manor // Oxon Hill 
uniquevenues.com/OxonHill

Prince George’s Ballroom // Landover 
uniquevenues.com/PrinceGeorge

❱ Redskins Special Events at 
FedExField // Landover 
uniquevenues.com/FedExField

Rockwood Manor // Potomac 
uniquevenues.com/RockwoodManor

Snow Hill Manor // Laurel 
uniquevenues.com/SnowHill

❱ Towson University Event & 
Conference Services // Towson 
uniquevenues.com/TowsonUniv

❱ Universities at Shady Grove 
Conference Center // Rockville 
uniquevenues.com/shadygrove

University of Baltimore // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/universityofbaltimore

❱ University of Maryland 
Baltimore County // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/UMBC

❱ University of Maryland, College 
Park // College Park 
uniquevenues.com/umcollegepark

❱ Washington College // Chestertown 
uniquevenues.com/washingtoncollege

MASSACHUSETTS 
❱ Babson Executive Conference 
Center // Babson Park (Wellesley) 
uniquevenues.com/Babson

Boston College Connors Center // Dover 
uniquevenues.com/BCConnorsCenter

❱ Boston University // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/BostonUniv

❱ Campus Center at UMass 
Boston // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/UMassBoston

❱ Curry College // Milton 
uniquevenues.com/CurryCollege

❱ Endicott College // Beverly 
uniquevenues.com/Endicott

❱ Fitchburg State College // Fitchburg 
uniquevenues.com/Fitchburg

❱ Hampshire College // Amherst 
uniquevenues.com/HampshireCollege

❱ Massachusetts College of Art 
and Design // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/MCAD

Merrimack College // North Andover 
uniquevenues.com/Merrimack

❱ Metro Meeting Centers - Boston 
// Boston 
uniquevenues.com/MetroMeetingBoston

Misselwood at Endicott College // Beverly 
uniquevenues.com/misselwood

❱ Mount Holyoke College and 
Willits-Hallowell Conference 
Center // South Hadley 
uniquevenues.com/mountholyoke

❱ Nichols College // Dudley 
uniquevenues.com/NicholsCollege

Plimoth Plantation // Plymouth 
uniquevenues.com/plimothplantation

Simmons College // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/SimmonsCollege

❱ Springfield College // Springfield 
uniquevenues.com/springfield

❱ Stonehill College Conference & 
Event Services // Easton 
uniquevenues.com/Stonehill

❱ The Conference Center at 
Bentley // Waltham 
uniquevenues.com/ConferenceCtrBentley

❱ The Conference Center at 
Waltham Woods // Waltham 
uniquevenues.com/walthamwoods

The Joseph B. Martin Conference Center at 
Harvard Medical School // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/harvardmedicalconferencecenter

The Red Barn at Hampshire College // Amherst 
uniquevenues.com/TheRedBarn

Tufts University // Medford 
uniquevenues.com/Tufts

❱ UMass Amherst Hotel and 
Conference Center // Amherst 
uniquevenues.com/UMassAmherst

❱ University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth // Dartmouth 
uniquevenues.com/UMassDartmouth

❱ University of Massachusetts 
Lowell // Lowell 
uniquevenues.com/UMassLowell

Wylie Inn and Conference Center at Endicott 
College // Beverly 
uniquevenues.com/WylieInn

MICHIGAN
Bernhard Center - Western Michigan University 
// Kalamazoo 
uniquevenues.com/WesternMichiganUniv

Calvin College // Grand Rapids
uniquevenues.com/calvincollege

❱ Faholo // Grass Lake 
uniquevenues.com/Faholo

Gull Lake Ministries Conference Center  
// Hickory Corners 
uniquevenues.com/gulllake

❱ Grand Valley State University  
// Allendale 
uniquevenues.com/grandvalleystate

❱ Hope College // Holland 
uniquevenues.com/HopeCollege

❱ Lost Valley Retreat Center // Gaylord 
uniquevenues.com/LVRetreat

❱ Michigan State University  
// East Lansing 
uniquevenues.com/MichiganState

Oakland University - Oakland Center  
// Rochester 
uniquevenues.com/OaklandCenter

Saginaw Valley State University // University Center 
uniquevenues.com/SVSU

VisTaTech Center at Schoolcraft College  
// Livonia
uniquevenues.com/vistatechcenter

Washtenaw Community College // Ann Arbor 
uniquevenues.com/WCC

❱ Ypsilanti Area Convention & 
Visitors Bureau // Ypsilanti 
uniquevenues.com/YpsilantiCVB

MINNESOTA
Macalester College // Saint Paul 
uniquevenues.com/Macalester

❱ McNamara Alumni Center  
// Minneapolis 
uniquevenues.com/mcnamara

Oak Ridge Hotel & Conference Center // Chaska 
uniquevenues.com/OakRidge
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St. Catherine University // St. Paul 
uniquevenues.com/StCatherineUniv

❱ University of Minnesota 
Conference and Event Services  
// Minneapolis 
uniquevenues.com/UnivMinnesota

University of Northwestern - St. Paul // St. Paul 
uniquevenues.com/Northwestern

MISSOURI
Charles F. Knight Executive Education & 
Conference Center // St. Louis 
uniquevenues.com/KnightCenter

❱ Eagle Rock Retreat Center  
// Eagle Rock 
uniquevenues.com/EagleRockRetreatCtr

Missouri State University // Springfield 
uniquevenues.com/MissouriState

University of Central Missouri // Warrensburg 
uniquevenues.com/UCMO

Washington University Medical Center Eric P 
Newman Education Center // St. Louis 
uniquevenues.com/EPNEC

MONTANA
❱ Montana State University // Bozeman 
uniquevenues.com/MontanaState

❱ The University of Montana  
// Missoula 
uniquevenues.com/universityofmontana

NEBRASKA
❱ Lied Lodge & Conference Center 
// Nebraska City 
uniquevenues.com/liedlodge

❱ University of Nebraska // Lincoln 
uniquevenues.com/UnivNebraska

NEVADA
MEET Las Vegas // Las Vegas 
uniquevenues.com/MeetLasVegas

❱ Springs Preserve // Las Vegas 
uniquevenues.com/SpringsPreserve

❱ University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
// Las Vegas 
uniquevenues.com/UNLV

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Canobie Lake Park // Salem 
uniquevenues.com/canobielakepark

Franklin Pierce University // Rindge 
uniquevenues.com/FranklinPierce

Plymouth State University // Plymouth 
uniquevenues.com/PlymouthState

❱ Southern New Hampshire 
University // Manchester 
uniquevenues.com/SNHU

❱ University of New Hampshire 
Conferences and Catering // Durham 
uniquevenues.com/UnivNewHampshire

NEW JERSEY
❱ Conference & Event Services at 
Rowan University // Glassboro 
uniquevenues.com/Rowan

❱ Conference Center at RWJ 
Hamilton // Mercerville 
uniquevenues.com/RWJHamilton

❱ Drew University // Madison 
uniquevenues.com/DrewUniv

Encore Event Center // Freehold 
uniquevenues.com/EncoreEvent

Fairleigh Dickinson University // Madison 
uniquevenues.com/FairleighDickinson

❱ Georgian Court University  
// Lakewood 
uniquevenues.com/GeorgianCourt

❱ Kean University Conference & 
Event Services // Union 
uniquevenues.com/keanuniversity

❱ Meadowlands Racetrack  
// East Rutherford 
uniquevenues.com/MeadowlandsRacetrack

Raritan Valley Community College // Somerville 
uniquevenues.com/RaritanValleyCC

❱ Rutgers University - Student 
Centers // New Brunswick 
uniquevenues.com/RutgersStudentCenters

Rutgers University Inn & Conference Center  
// New Brunswick 
uniquevenues.com/RutgersCSCC

Seton Hall University School of Law // Newark 
uniquevenues.com/setonhall

❱ The Conference Center at 
Montclair State University // Montclair 
uniquevenues.com/MontclairStateConfCtr

❱ The Conference Center at Union 
County College // Elizabeth 
uniquevenues.com/unioncountycollege

NEW MEXICO
American Institute of Indian Arts // Santa Fe
uniquevenues.com/IAIA 

National Museum of Nuclear Science & History 
// Albuquerque
uniquevenues.com/NuclearMuseum

St. John’s College // Santa Fe 
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsNM

❱ University of New Mexico  
// Albuquerque  
uniquevenues.com/UNM

NEW YORK 
❱ Adelphi University // Garden City 
uniquevenues.com/Adelphi

❱ Alfred State College // Alfred 
uniquevenues.com/AlfredState

❱ AMA New York Conference 
Center // New York  
uniquevenues.com/amanewyork

Brooklyn College Conference Center // Brooklyn 
uniquevenues.com/BCCC

Caedmon Spaces // New York 
uniquevenues.com/Caedmonspaces

Center for Automotive Education & Training  
// Queens 
uniquevenues.com/AutoEdCenter

Ethical Culture Fieldston School // New York
uniquevenues.com/FieldstonSchool

❱ Glen Cove Mansion Hotel and 
Conference Center // Glen Cove 
uniquevenues.com/GlenCove

Hofstra University // Hempstead 
uniquevenues.com/Hofstra

Iona College // New Rochelle
uniquevenues.com/ionacollege

Ithaca College // Ithaca 
uniquevenues.com/Ithaca

Keuka College // Keuka Park 
uniquevenues.com/Keuka

Long Island University/LIU Post // Brookville 
uniquevenues.com/cwpost

Manhattan Penthouse and Alger House // New York 
uniquevenues.com/GreenMansions

Nyack College // Nyack 
uniquevenues.com/Nyack

❱ NYIT Auditorium On Broadway 
// New York 
uniquevenues.com/NYITAuditorium

NYU Wasserman Center for Career Development 
// New York 
uniquevenues.com/NYUWasserman

OFFSITE // New York 
uniquevenues.com/offsite

❱ Pace University Conferences 
and Event Planning // New York 
uniquevenues.com/PaceUniv
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❱ Paul Smith’s College // Paul Smiths
uniquevenues.com/PaulSmithsCollege

Purchase College, State University of New York 
// Purchase 
uniquevenues.com/PurchaseCollege

❱ Queens College - CUNY // Flushing 
uniquevenues.com/QCCUNY

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute // Troy 
uniquevenues.com/RPI

Silver Bay YMCA Conference and Family Retreat 
Center // Silver Bay 
uniquevenues.com/SilverBayYMCA

❱ Skidmore College // Saratoga Springs 
uniquevenues.com/SkidmoreCollege

❱ St. John’s University - Queen’s  
// Queens 
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsQueens

St. John’s University - Staten Island  
// Staten Island 
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsStatenIsland

❱ Stony Brook University - 
Student Activities Center & Stony 
Brook Union // Stony Brook 
uniquevenues.com/StonyBrookUniv

SUNY Maritime College // Bronx 
uniquevenues.com/SUNYMaritime

❱ SUNYIT // Utica 
uniquevenues.com/SunyIt

❱ The College at Brockport // 
Brockport
uniquevenues.com/brockport

The Cooper Union // New York 
uniquevenues.com/CooperUnion

The Graduate Center // New York 
uniquevenues.com/GraduateCenter

❱ The Towers at CCNY // New York
uniquevenues.com/CityCollegeNY

❱ Utica College // Utica 
uniquevenues.com/Utica

Wagner College // Staten Island 
uniquevenues.com/WagnerCollege

NORTH CAROLINA
❱ Graylyn International 
Conference Center // Winston-Salem 
uniquevenues.com/Graylyn

Lenoir-Rhyne University // Hickory 
uniquevenues.com/LenoirRhyne

❱ Lutheridge Conference & 
Retreat Center // Arden 
uniquevenues.com/Lutheridge

Lutherock // Newland 
uniquevenues.com/Lutherock

North Carolina Zoological Park // Asheboro 
uniquevenues.com/NoCarolinaZoo

❱ Queens University // Charlotte
uniquevenues.com/QueensUnivNC

❱ University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill // Chapel Hill 
uniquevenues.com/UNCChapelHill

University of North Carolina at Charlotte  
// Charlotte
uniquevenues.com/unccharlotte

University of North Carolina at Wilmington  
// Wilmington 
uniquevenues.com/UNCWilmington

❱ Wake Forest University  
// Winston-Salem 
uniquevenues.com/WakeForest

❱ Western Carolina University  
// Cullowhee 
uniquevenues.com/WCU

OHIO
❱ Bowling Green State University 
// Bowling Green 
uniquevenues.com/BowlingGreen

❱ Cincinnati Museum Center  
// Cincinnati 
uniquevenues.com/CincinnatiMuseumCenter

❱ Cintas Center at Xavier 
University // Cincinnati 
uniquevenues.com/Schiff

COSI Columbus // Columbus 
uniquevenues.com/COSI

❱ Kenyon College // Gambier 
uniquevenues.com/KenyonCollege

Malone University // Canton 
uniquevenues.com/MaloneUniv

Miami University-Conference Services // Oxford 
uniquevenues.com/MUOhio

❱ National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center // 
Cincinnati 
uniquevenues.com/NURFC

❱ Ohio University // Athens 
uniquevenues.com/OhioUniv

Sodexo Conferencing // Lewis Center 
uniquevenues.com/SodexoConferencing

❱ The Marcum Hotel & 
Conference Center // Oxford 
uniquevenues.com/TheMarcum

OKLAHOMA
❱ Oklahoma Memorial Union  
// Norman 
uniquevenues.com/OKMemorialUnion

❱ University of Central Oklahoma 
// Edmond 
uniquevenues.com/UnivCentralOk

OREGON
Lewis & Clark // Portland 
uniquevenues.com/lewisandclark

Oregon State University Conference Center  
// Corvallis 
uniquevenues.com/OregonState

Pacific University // Forest Grove 
uniquevenues.com/PacificUniv

Salem Conference Center // Salem 
uniquevenues.com/salemconferencecenter

❱ University of Oregon // Eugene 
uniquevenues.com/univoregon

PENNSYLVANIA
Albright College Conference & Event Services 
// Reading 
uniquevenues.com/AlbrightCollege

Allegheny College // Meadville/Erie 
uniquevenues.com/Allegheny

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania  
// Bloomsburg 
uniquevenues.com/bloomsburg

❱ California University of 
Pennsylvania // California 
uniquevenues.com/CalU

Carnegie Mellon University // Pittsburgh 
uniquevenues.com/CarnegieMellon

❱ Conference Center at Penn 
State Great Valley // Malvern 
uniquevenues.com/PSUGreatValley

Drexel University // Philadelphia 
uniquevenues.com/Drexel

❱ Eastern University Conferences 
// St. Davids 
uniquevenues.com/EasternUniv

Elizabethtown College // Elizabethtown 
uniquevenues.com/ElizabethtownCollege

Event and Conference Services at Saint Vincent 
College // Latrobe 
uniquevenues.com/SaintVincentCollege

❱ Gettysburg College // Gettysburg 
uniquevenues.com/Gettysburg

❱ Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania // Indiana 
uniquevenues.com/IUP
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Lancaster Bible College //  Lancaster 
uniquevenues.com/LBC

Lehigh University // Bethlehem 
uniquevenues.com/Lehigh

❱ Millersville University of 
Pennsylvania // Millersville 
uniquevenues.com/Millersville

Muhlenberg College // Allentown 
uniquevenues.com/muhlenbergcollege

Nittany Lion Inn // State College 
uniquevenues.com/NittanyLionInn

Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens  
// Pittsburgh 
uniquevenues.com/PhippsConservatory

PNC Park // Pittsburgh 
uniquevenues.com/pncpark

❱ Slippery Rock University  
// Slippery Rock 
uniquevenues.com/SlipperyRockUniv

❱ Temple University // Philadelphia 
uniquevenues.com/TempleUniv

❱ The Conference Center at Saint 
Vincent College // Latrobe 
uniquevenues.com/ConfCtrSVC

❱ The Penn Stater Conference 
Center Hotel // University Park 
uniquevenues.com/PennStater

❱ The Villanova University 
Conference Center // Radnor 
uniquevenues.com/VillanovaConfCenter

❱ University of Pennsylvania - 
Perelman Quadrangle // Philadelphia 
uniquevenues.com/PerelmanQuad

❱ University of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown // Johnstown 
uniquevenues.com/upj

❱ University of Scranton // Scranton 
uniquevenues.com/universityscranton

❱ Villanova University 
Conferences // Villanova 
uniquevenues.com/VillanovaUniv

Washington & Jefferson College // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/WashingtonJefferson

RHODE ISLAND
❱ Salve Regina University // Newport 
uniquevenues.com/SalveRegina

Whispering Pines Conference Center  
// West Greenwich 
uniquevenues.com/whisperingpines

SOUTH CAROLINA
❱ Furman University Summer 
Programs - Adults & Youth 
Welcome! // Greenville 
uniquevenues.com/furman

The Carolina Girl Yacht // Charleston 
uniquevenues.com/thecarolinagirl

University of South Carolina, Conference and 
Event Services // Columbia 
uniquevenues.com/UnivSoCarolina

❱ Younts Conference Center at 
Furman University // Greenville 
uniquevenues.com/Younts

TENNESSEE
Elvis Presley’s Graceland // Memphis 
uniquevenues.com/Graceland

Fogelman Executive Conference Center  
// Memphis 
uniquevenues.com/Fogelman

Maryville College // Maryville 
uniquevenues.com/Maryville

❱ Southern Adventist University  
// Collegedale 
uniquevenues.com/southernadventist

Tennessee State University // Nashville 
uniquevenues.com/TennesseeState

❱ The Millennium Conference 
Centre // Johnson City 
uniquevenues.com/millenniumconferencecentre

❱ The University of Tennessee  
// Knoxville 
uniquevenues.com/UnivTennessee

Vanderbilt University // Nashville 
uniquevenues.com/Vanderbilt

TEXAS
❱ Circuit of the Americas // Austin 
uniquevenues.com/COTA

❱ Cooper Hotel, Conference 
Center // Dallas 
uniquevenues.com/CooperGuestLodge

❱ Dallas Museum of Art // Dallas 
uniquevenues.com/dallasmuseumofart

Fort Worth Museum of Science and History  
// Fort Worth 
uniquevenues.com/fwmsh

Houston Zoo, Inc. // Houston 
uniquevenues.com/HoustonZoo

San Antonio Meeting Center // San Antonio 
uniquevenues.com/SanAntonioMeetingCenter

Space Center Houston // Houston 
uniquevenues.com/spacecenterhouston

The University of Texas at Dallas // Richardson 
uniquevenues.com/univtexasdallas

❱ The University of Texas at San 
Antonio // San Antonio 
uniquevenues.com/UTSA

❱ Trinity University // San Antonio 
uniquevenues.com/trinityuniversity

University of Houston // Houston 
uniquevenues.com/UnivHoustonConfServ

UTAH
❱ Dixie Center at St. George  
// St. George 
uniquevenues.com/dixiecenter

❱ Miller Conference Center at Salt 
Lake Community College // Sandy 
uniquevenues.com/MillerConfCenter

The Depot // Salt Lake City 
uniquevenues.com/TheDepot

The Tower at Rice-Eccles // Salt Lake City 
uniquevenues.com/TowerRiceEccles

❱ University of Utah // Salt Lake City 
uniquevenues.com/UnivUtah

Weber State University // Ogden 
uniquevenues.com/WeberState

VERMONT
❱ Champlain College // Burlington 
uniquevenues.com/champlain

Saint Michael’s College // Colchester 
uniquevenues.com/SaintMichaels

❱ The University of Vermont  
// Burlington 
uniquevenues.com/UVM

VIRGINIA
AAPA Conference Center // Alexandria 
uniquevenues.com/AAPA

❱ AMA Washington, DC Executive 
Conference Center // Arlington 
uniquevenues.com/AMADC

❱ AMA’s Washington Area 
Executive Conference Center at 
Arlington Virginia // Arlington 
uniquevenues.com/amaarlington

Collingwood Library & Museum // Alexandria 
uniquevenues.com/Collingwood

Eastern Mennonite University // Harrisonburg 
uniquevenues.com/EMU

Green Acres // Fairfax 
uniquevenues.com/GreenAcres
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Historic Blenheim // Fairfax 
uniquevenues.com/historicblenheim

James Madison University // Harrisonburg 
uniquevenues.com/JMU

❱ Longwood University // Farmville 
uniquevenues.com/Longwood

❱ Old Dominion University // Norfolk 
uniquevenues.com/OldDominion

Old Town Hall // Fairfax 
uniquevenues.com/oldtownhall

Radford University // Radford 
uniquevenues.com/Radford

Richmond Raceway Complex // Richmond 
uniquevenues.com/RichmondRaceway

SMSC Retreat and Conference Center  
// Front Royal 
uniquevenues.com/SMSCCenter

❱ The Carter Hall Conference 
Center // Millwood 
uniquevenues.com/carterhall

The College of William and Mary // Williamsburg 
uniquevenues.com/WilliamandMary

The Sherwood Center // Fairfax 
uniquevenues.com/thesherwood

The State Theatre // Falls Church 
uniquevenues.com/StateTheatre

Virginia Tech // Blacksburg
uniquevenues.com/VirginiaTech

Virginia Tech Research Center // Arlington 
uniquevenues.com/VATechResearchCtr

Waterview Conference Center // Arlington 
uniquevenues.com/Waterview

WASHINGTON
Central Washington University // Ellensburg 
uniquevenues.com/CWU

❱ Pacific Lutheran University  
// Tacoma 
uniquevenues.com/PacificLutheran

❱ Seattle University // Seattle 
uniquevenues.com/SeattleUniv

❱ University of Puget Sound  
// Tacoma 
uniquevenues.com/UnivPugetSound

❱ University of Washington // Seattle 
uniquevenues.com/UnivWashington
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WEST VIRGINIA
Shepherd University // Shepherdstown 
uniquevenues.com/Shepherd

Tamarack Conference Center // Beckley  
uniquevenues.com/Tamarack

WISCONSIN
Marquette University Conference Services  
// Milwaukee 
uniquevenues.com/Marquette

Silver Lake College of the Holy Family // 
Manitowoc
uniquevenues.com/silverlakecollege

The Conference Center at George Williams 
College // Williams Bay 
uniquevenues.com/GeorgeWilliams

OVER 300 GLOBAL  
PORTS OF CALL
Royal Caribbean Adventure of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/adventureoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Allure of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/AllureoftheSeas

Royal Caribbean Brilliance of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/brillianceoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Enchantment of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/enchantmentoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Explorer of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/exploreroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Freedom of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/Freedomofhe Seas

Royal Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/grandeuroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Independence of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/independenceoftheseas

Royal Caribbean International 
uniquevenues.com/royalcaribbean

Royal Caribbean Jewel of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/jeweloftheseas

Royal Caribbean Legend of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/legendoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Liberty of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/libertyoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Majesty of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/majestyoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Mariner of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/marineroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Monarch of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/monarchoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Navigator of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/navigatoroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Oasis of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/oasisoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Radiance of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/radianceoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Rhapsody of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/rhapsodyoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Serenade of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/serenadeoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Splendour of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/splendouroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Vision of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/visionoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Voyager of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/voyageroftheseas

CANADA
ALBERTA
❱ Cineplex Alberta 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexAlberta

Cineplex Odeon Eau Claire Market Cinemas  
// Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexEauClaire

Cineplex Odeon South Edmonton  
// Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonSouthEdmonton

Cineplex Odeon Sunridge Spectrum Cinemas  
// Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonSunridge

Cineplex Odeon Windemere & VIP Cinemas  
// Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonWindemere

Cornerstone Theatre and Restaurant // Canmore
uniquevenues.ca/CornerstoneTheatre

EPCOR CENTRE for the Performing Arts  
// Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/EpcorCentre

Headspace // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/headspace

MacEwan University // Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/MacEwanUniv

Metropolitan Centre // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/MetropolitanCentre

Mount Royal University Events and Conference 
Services // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/MRUECS

Red Deer College // Red Deer 
uniquevenues.ca/RedDeerCollege

Scotiabank Theatre Chinook // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexChinook

❱ The Banff Centre // Banff 
uniquevenues.ca/BanffCtr

The Kahanoff Conference Centre // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/Kahanoff

University of Alberta Conference Centre  
// Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/UAlberta

University of Calgary // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/UnivCalgary

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art  
// Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/BillReidGallery

Executive Hotel Management College  
// Vancouver  
uniquevenues.ca/Exechotelmanagementcollege

Residence & Conference Centre - Kamloops  
// Kamloops 
uniquevenues.ca/ThompsonRiversKamloops

Scotiabank Theatre Vancouver // Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/ScotiabankVancouver

❱ Simon Fraser University  
// Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/MorrisWosk

❱ Simon Fraser University - 
Burnaby // Burnaby 
uniquevenues.ca/SimonFraser

Squamish Lil’wat Cultural Centre // Whistler 
uniquevenues.ca/SquamishCentre

The Columbia // New Westminster 
uniquevenues.ca/thecolumbia

University of British Columbia – Okanagan  
// Kelowna 
uniquevenues.ca/UBCOkanagan

❱ University of British Columbia - 
Vancouver // Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/UBC

Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre  
// Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverAquarium

Vancouver Lookout // Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverLookout

MANITOBA
Cineplex Odeon McGillivray & VIP // Winnipeg 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMcGillivray

❱ University of Manitoba 
Conference & Catering Services  
// Winnipeg 
uniquevenues.ca/UnivManitoba
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Meet in Historic Newport, Rhode Island
www.salve.edu
(401) 341-2460

www.salve.edu
(401) 341-2460

Meet in Historic Newport, Rhode Island
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Office of Conference Services
www.iona.edu | 914.637.7790

NEW BRUNSWICK 
❱ University of New Brunswick  
// Fredericton 
uniquevenues.ca/UNB

Cineplex Cinemas // Dieppe 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMoncton

NEWFOUNDLAND
Memorial University - St John’s Campus  
// St. John’s 
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUnivStJohns

Memorial University, Grenfell Campus  
// Corner Brook 
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUniv

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
❱ Northwest  
Territories Tourism // Yellowknife 
uniquevenues.ca/NWTTourism

NOVA SCOTIA
Cineplex - Bayers Lake // Halifax 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexHalifax

❱ Dalhousie University // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/Dalhousie

Mount Saint Vincent University // Halifax 
uniquevenues.ca/MSVU

Saint Mary’s University // Halifax 
uniquevenues.ca/SaintMarysUniversity

ONTARIO
Algoma University College // Sault Ste Marie
uniquevenues.ca/algomauniversity

Amber Group Fine Art Gallery // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/AmberGroup

Campus Living Centres // Kitchener 
uniquevenues.ca/

Canadian Management Centre // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/CMC

❱ Carleton University Conference 
Services // Ottawa 
uniquevenues.ca/CarletonUniv

❱ CINEPLEX Entertainment  
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/Cineplex

Cineplex Odeon Queensway Cinemas // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonQueensway

Cineplex Odeon Varsity Cinemas & VIP // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonVarsity

Cineplex Odeon, Yonge and Dundas // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonYongeDundas
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CUCCOA Central Region // Barrie 
uniquevenues.ca/CUCCOA

❱ Fanshawe College Conference 
Services // London 
uniquevenues.ca/fanshawecollege

❱ Georgian Conference and Event 
Services // Barrie 
uniquevenues.ca/GeorgianConferenceServices

Glendon College // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/Glendon

❱ Humber Accommodations & 
Conference Services // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/Humber

Ivey ING Direct Leadership Centre // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/iveying

Nipissing University Residence and Conference 
Services // North Bay 
uniquevenues.ca/Nipissing

Queen’s University // Kingston 
uniquevenues.ca/QueensUniversity

Residence & Conference Centre - Brampton  
// Brampton 
uniquevenues.ca/SheridanBrampton

Residence & Conference Centre - Hamilton   
// Hamilton 
uniquevenues.ca/MohawkHamilton

Residence & Conference Centre - King City  
// King City 
uniquevenues.ca/SenecaKingCity

Residence & Conference Centre -  
Kitchener/Waterloo // Kitchener 
uniquevenues.ca/conestogaresidence

Residence & Conference Centre - Niagara-on-
the-Lake // Niagara on the Lake 
uniquevenues.ca/NiagaraNOTL

Residence & Conference Centre - North Bay  
// North Bay 
uniquevenues.ca/Canadore

Residence & Conference Centre - Oakville  
// Oakville 
uniquevenues.ca/SheridanOakville

Residence & Conference Centre - Oshawa  
// Oshawa 
uniquevenues.ca/DurhamCollege

Residence & Conference Centre - St. Clair 
College // Windsor 
uniquevenues.ca/rccstclairCollege

Residence & Conference Centre - Sudbury 
North // Sudbury 
uniquevenues.ca/CambrianCollege

Residence & Conference Centre - Sudbury West 
// Sudbury 
uniquevenues.ca/BorealCollege

Residence & Conference Centre - Toronto  
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/SenecaNewnham

Residence & Conference Centre - Welland  
// Welland 
uniquevenues.ca/NiagaraWelland

❱ Ryerson Conference Services 
and Lodging // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/Ryerson

Scotiabank Theatre Toronto // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/ScotiabankToronto

Silvercity Yorkdale Cinemas // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/SilvercityYorkdale

St. Andrew’s Club & Conference Centre // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/standrewsclub

The Second City Toronto // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/secondcitytoronto

TMX Broadcast Centre // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/TMXBroadcast

❱ Trent University // Peterborough 
uniquevenues.ca/TrentUniv

University of Toronto Mississauga // Mississauga 
uniquevenues.ca/UToronto

❱ Western University // London 
uniquevenues.ca/uwesternontario

QUEBEC 
Bishop’s University // Sherbrooke
uniquevenues.ca/BishopsUniversity

Centre Mont-Royal // Montreal 
uniquevenues.ca/CentreMont-Royal

Scotiabank Theatre Montreal // Montreal 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMontreal

Sherbrooke Exhibition Centre // Sherbrooke 
uniquevenues.ca/DestinationSherbrooke

SASKATCHEWAN 
Galaxy Cinemas Regina // Regina 
uniquevenues.ca/GalaxyRegina

Galaxy Cinemas Saskatoon // Saskatoon 
uniquevenues.ca/GalaxyCinemas

Manitou Springs Resort // Watrous
uniquevenues.ca/ManitouSprings

UK
EAST OF ENGLAND
Cass Centre // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/CassCentre

Christ’s College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/ChristsCollege

Churchill College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Churchill

Clare College Cambridge // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Clare

Conference Cambridge // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/ConferenceCambridge

Corpus Christi College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/CorpusChristi

Downing College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Downing

Emmanuel College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Emmanuel

Fitzwilliam College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Fitzwilliam

Girton College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Girton

Gonville & Caius College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Gonville

Homerton College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Homerton

Hughes Hall // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/HughesHall

Jesus College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/JesusCollege

King’s College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/KingsCollege

Lucy Cavendish // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/LucyCavendish

Madingley Hall // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/MadingleyHall

Magdalene College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Magdalene

Moller Centre // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/MollerCentre

Murray Edwards College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/NewHall

Newnham College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Newnham

Pembroke College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Pembroke
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Located in 
the Heart of
Massachusetts

Conference Rooms
Available for Booking

Event Services Available

State of the Art Technology

Recently Renovated 
Facilities

Peterhouse // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Peterhouse

Pitt Building // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/PittBuilding

Queens’ College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/QueensCollege

Robinson College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Robinson

Selwyn College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/Selwyn

Sidney Sussex // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/sidneysussex

St Catharine’s College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/StCatharines

St Edmunds College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/StEdmunds

St John’s College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/StJohns

Trinity Hall // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/trinityhall

University Buildings // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/universitybuildings

University Centre // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/universitycentre

West Road Concert Hall // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/WestRoad

Westminster College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/westminsterUK

Wolfson Court // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/wolfson
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BY SELENA FRAGASSI

DEAN’S LIST

ANN-imated Character
In the vast world of collegiate conference planning,  
Ann Knoebel has emerged at the top of the chain with  
communication and personality.

Ann Knoebel is never short on words—and for good reason. “In all of my previous 
jobs, including teaching, I’ve learned that communication is the hallmark of business suc-
cess,” she says. As the assistant vice president for conferences and special programs at Trinity 
University in San Antonio, Texas the past three decades, Knoebel has put those words into 
action. That means translating the mission of a burgeoning collegiate conference program into 
monetary support from key departments and developing a strong lecture series with noted 
speakers including Doris Kearnes Goodwin, David Axelrod and Condoleezza Rice. Knoebel, 
too, has much to say about her own profession—and it’s clear from this conversation that hers 
is quite the story.
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Unique Venues: How did you ultimately 
land in your current role at Trinity?
Ann Knoebel: “Before Trinity, I was the 
director of public relations for a national 
health organization. I was asked to come to 
the university to help coordinate national 
and international solar energy conferences. 
When that grant money was no longer 
available, Trinity asked me to stay with 
the office of continuing education and, to-
gether, we changed the direction to become 
a flourishing conference business over the 
last 25 years.”

UV: What were some of your challenges 
developing the program in the beginning?
AK: “To start any kind of new business, you 
have to educate your colleagues so that they 
understand your role, your mission within 
the university and then translate that into 
support. No one can ever be successful 
without support from the top, so the pro-
cess really is to get everyone on-board and 
then to have buy-in from the people that 
will let you do your job.”

UV: What is one of your favorite parts of 
your job?
AK: “Since the beginning, I’ve created 

and managed our Policy Maker Break-
fast Series. I also secure the speakers for 
the three major lecture series we have on 
campus with noted individuals from the 
fields of business, economics and media. I 
enjoy the working relationship I have with 
the faculty and assisting their professional 
development programs.”

UV:  What have been some of the mile-
stones for you over the past 30 years?
AK: “I find it personally rewarding to see a 
project completed, from the initial contact 
of receiving a proposal to finally getting a 
note from a planner saying, ‘This was our 
best conference ever.’ I also love connect-
ing with new professionals in the industry 
and being a resource or mentor for them. 
On a more personal level, I was so honored 
when I received the Association of Col-
legiate Conference and Events Directors-
International Jack Thornton Award and the 
Mentor of the Year Award.”

UV: What is something people may be sur-
prised to learn about you?
AK: “I’ve come a long way from wanting to 
be a nun!” 
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