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S A Y  B O N  V O Y A G E  T O ORDINARY…
AND WELCOME ABOARD TO EXTRAORDINARY.

MEMORABLE EVENTS, MEETINGS AND INCENTIVES BEGIN  
WITH AN UNFORGETTABLE VENUE. 
Amazed. Engaged. Rejuvenated.  When was the last time you felt that way about an event or 
conference? You will on a Royal Caribbean cruise. Let us help plan your program. Our innovative 
turnkey solutions will dazzle you with everything from complimentary ine dining and state-of-the-art 
conference rooms to spectacular Broadway-style shows. And all for one very afordable price. Talk 
to one of our Corporate Sales Managers today. The only thing cookie-cutter about our events…is the 
mold we use to create your logo inspired desserts. 

For more information call 800-762-0458 or visit RoyalCaribbeanIncentives.com
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Managed by U.S. Equities Student Housing

Conference Chicago at University Center offers 

a convenient location in downtown Chicago, 

competitive rates and a conducive learning 

environment. With 15,000 square feet of meeting 

space, Conference Chicago is the ideal setting for 

your next meeting or conference.   

We offer a variety of services all under one roof, 

from flexible meeting room configurations, 

advanced technology services and custom catering 

options to comfortable housing accommodations for 

groups and transient travelers. 

Our facility is designed to foster new ideas, engage 

discussion and promote innovative thinking. We 

are committed to providing superior service and 

amenities that will make your event unforgettable.

525 South State Street | Chicago, IL 60605

877-782-2463

conference@universitycenter.com 

www.universitycenter.com

Call today to book your 
next unforgettable event!

meetings   accommodations   catering



•  Centrally located downtown right of the "Magniicent Mile"
•  Elegant venues and electronic classrooms for 200 guests

•  Year-round housing for 80; summer housing for 300

 773.508.8090  •  

•  Beautiful views of Lake Michigan and main Chicago campus
•  State-of-the-art multi-purpose rooms, auditoriums, and   
    classrooms for up to 700; summer housing for 1,200  

•  Exclusive catering and dining hall options available

 773.508.8090  •  

•  Historic Italianate estate nestled on beautiful gardens
•  Opulent mansion can accommodate up to 300 for corporate   
    and special events
•  Open year-round for group tours, lectures, classes, exhibitions, 

847.362.3042  •  

•   Interactive challenge course for team-building events 
•  Year-round facility with meeting space/housing for 200
•  Rests on 98 acres; ideal for spiritual and professional

    development retreats

815.338.1032  •  

Shine
Team Building Events

Exhibit Openings 

Corporate Celebrations 

Grand Weddings 

Shareholder Gatherings

Fundraising Galas

Large or small. Formal or informal. 

Our expert planners and 

chefs create unique events and 

extraordinary memories.

Canobie Lake Park  |  Chase Center on the Riverfront  |  Chicago Botanic Garden  |  Children’s Museum of Indianapolis
Cincinnati Museum Center   |  Circuit of  the Americas  |  COSI Columbus  |  Dallas Museum of Art  |  Delaware Art Museum 
Detroit Institute of Arts    |  Fort Worth Museum of Science & History  |  Houston Space Center  |  Houston Zoo  |  Huntington Garden
Louisvil le Zoo  |   Meadowlands Racetrack  |   Museum of Science and Industry  |   National Aquarium
National Underground Railroad Freedom Center  |  National Zoo   |  North Carolina Zoological Park  |  Old Sturbridge Village
Phipps Conservatory & Botanical Gardens  |  Plimoth Plantation  |  Seattle Aquarium  |  Shedd Aquarium  |  Toyota Park 
Virginia Aquarium  |  Zoo Atlanta

Sodexo Venue Partners

877.576.3964 | sodexoleisure.com



•	 Flawless	execution,	resulting	in	a	better	experience	for	
planners	and	attendees

•	 Health	and	wellness	programs	focusing	on	‘brain	food’
•	 Leaders	in	sustainability	initiatives

To	learn	more,	call:

Scan this code to learn more 

about our venues.

WAT E R TOW E R C A M PUS

•  Centrally located downtown right of the "Magniicent Mile" 

•  Elegant venues and electronic classrooms for 200 guests 

•  Year-round housing for 80; summer housing for 300

 773.508.8090  •  LUC.edu/conference

L AK E S H O R E C A M PUS

•  Beautiful views of Lake Michigan and main Chicago campus 

•  State-of-the-art multi-purpose rooms, auditoriums, and    
    classrooms for up to 700; summer housing for 1,200   

•  Exclusive catering and dining hall options available

 773.508.8090  •  LUC.edu/conference

CUNEO MANSION AND GARDENS

•  Historic Italianate estate nestled on beautiful gardens 

•  Opulent mansion can accommodate up to 300 for corporate    
    and special events 

•  Open year-round for group tours, lectures, classes, exhibitions,  

    and summer concerts

847.362.3042  •  LUC.edu/cuneo

RETREAT AND ECOLOGY CAMPUS

•   Interactive challenge course for team-building events  
•  Year-round facility with meeting space/housing for 200 

•  Rests on 98 acres; ideal for spiritual and professional 

    development retreats

815.338.1032  •  LUC.edu/retreatcampus

Connect 
WAT E R T O W E R C A M P U S

L A K E S H O R E C A M P U S

C U N E O M A N S I O N A N D G A R D E N S

R E T R E AT A N D E CO LO G Y C A M P U S

in Chicago
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Event Services
AT UC BERKELEY

• Prestigious, beautiful 1,200 acre campus  

• Versatile venue spaces  

• Newly renovated affordable event space 

• Experienced event planners  

• Comprehensive logistics planning

Located in the heart of Berkeley, California—  

close to public transportation!

For more information or to make a reservation please call  

us at 510-642-1141 or visit eventservices.berkeley.edu!
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SUMMER 2013

PU B L I S H E R

MICHELE NICHOLS

P R E S I D E N T

CHUCK SALEM

E D I TO R 

SELENA FRAGASSI

A PU B L I C AT I O N O F:

UNIQUE VENUES

CO R P O R AT E O F F I C E

225 MAIN STREET 

OPAL BUILDING, SUITE G-1

EDWARDS, CO 81632 | 970-926-7676

S A L E S O F F I C E

1001 MENOHER BLVD 

JOHNSTOWN, PA 15905

814-254-1310

U N I Q U E V E N U E S .CO M

U N I Q U E V E N U E S .C A

S A L E S

JEANNE FEATHERS

ANNE MCCAW (CANADA)

TONY MCGUIRT

LISA MORRELL

SHANNON GLOVER

T EC H N O LO GY

TODD WONDERS

M E E T I N G PL A N N E R R E L AT I O N S

ANN MCKENZIE

CHRISTY CRANS

A R T D I R EC TO R 

JULIE KISTLER

P R O J EC T M A N AG E R

DIANNE TALMAGE

P R O D U C E D BY

TIGER OAK MEDIA

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 

PHONE: 612.548.3180 

Plan your summer event...

at NICHOLS COLLEGE

For information contact:
Justin Dolan, Conference & Event Manager
508-213-2103  /  justin.dolan@nichols.edu
www.nicholsconferences.com

conferences  •  seminars  •  athletic camps / clini cs  •  workshops  •  retreats

Located within a one-hour’s drive of five major cities, we offer:
• meeting rooms equipped with state-of-the-art technology
• multi-purpose synthetic athletic field–lined for field hockey, 

football, soccer, and lacrosse
• natural turf baseball, softball, and soccer fields



Babs  n meetings
a cut above
Advanced meeting facilities, award-winning dining, thoughtful amenities.

For information or to schedule a meeting: 
babsonecc.com  / 781.239.5800  / beccsales@babson.edu

MEETINGS THAT DEFY ORDINARY.
SERVICE THAT DEFINES EXTRAORDINARY.

44,000 SQ. FEET OF FLEXIBLE SPACE FOR  
CONFERENCES, MEETINGS & TEAM RETREATS

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT MISSION

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 800+ 
ALL YOU CAN EAT DINING BUFFET

WASHINGTON, DC’S  
PREMIER YOUTH AND LEADERSHIP  
HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
MINUTES FROM DC’S THREE AIRPORTS

NATIONAL 4-H YOUTH CONFERENCE CENTER



Manhattan Locations

Financial District

32 Old Slip 

New York, NY 10005

2 Locations Coming Soon!

New York at Grand Central

Washington, D.C.

Midtown East

730 Third Avenue 

New York, NY 10017

Midtown West 

810 Seventh Avenue

New York, NY 10019

Delivering productive meetings 

for 10 to 400 participants. 

At Convene, we are inspired and guided by 

how space and service can create the best 

possible meetings. Every aspect of our operation 

is designed to deliver a more enjoyable and 

productive experience.

Services include: meeting production, culinary 

service by resident executive chefs, technology 

services and experience design. 

Visit convene.com or call 

(888) 730-7307 to start 

planning your next meeting.

The best place for your next meeting.
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kind print and digital magazine (now in our second edition) as 

well as a lead referral network, sales and marketing education 

tool and the industry’s largest online portal of unique sites at 

uniquevenues.com and in Canada at uniquevenues.ca. These 

are the tools that can help you make your next meeting or event 

unique and memorable. Happy searching!

 

 

Michele Nichols, Publisher

As a student in the hotel college at the 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas, I re-

member a professor once telling me, 

“That which is different is inherently 

more memorable.” There is science 

to prove that stimulating experiences 

and events outside our normal routines 

can, in fact, help memory. It applies 

just as much to meetings and events: If 

you want your attendee to have a mem-

orable experience, you have to make 

it different, unique.  And many times 

that begins with your choice of space.

So, what exactly makes a unique 

space unique and how can it help you 

make your event more memorable? 

That is the question that serves as the 

foundation of this newest issue. As you 

will discover from our in-depth cover 

story and selection of articles, there 

is no one answer but rather a chorus 

of reasons to sing the praises of these 

event sites. There is, however, a de-

fining trait that all unique spaces do 

share:  They go far beyond the tradi-

tional … and they are growing.

What we started in 1986 is now a 

fully fledged brand representing more 

than just colleges and universities. Our 

segments today encompass arenas and 

stadiums, camps and retreats, histori-

cal and cultural institutions, business 

and conference centers, cruise ships 

and special event venues. The growth 

in our members is not arbitrary, 

though; it reflects what’s trending 

in the meetings and events industry: 

planners are looking for something 

different and more venues have space 

to offer. 

As the needs of the industry have 

evolved, so too have our resources. 

Our directory of listings has now be-

come this fully stocked and one-of-a-

letter
FROM THE PUBLISHER

•	 Flawless	execution,	resulting	in	a	better	experience	for	
planners	and	attendees

•	 Health	and	wellness	programs	focusing	on	‘brain	food’
•	 Leaders	in	sustainability	initiatives

To	learn	more,	call:



CORPORATE - LEISURE

Discover Sodexo, Discover the Secret to Success

Sodexo Conference Centers ofer a unique experience for your 

attendees

•	 Flawless	execution,	resulting	in	a	better	experience	for	
planners	and	attendees

•	 Health	and	wellness	programs	focusing	on	‘brain	food’
•	 Leaders	in	sustainability	initiatives

To	learn	more,	call:

1-866-699-6338

www.sodexoconferencing.com



Why come to Riverside?
Hint: We have more than you bargained for!

Service:  One phone call is all you need to make

Location:  Short drive to mountains, beaches, Disneyland and downtown LA

Facilities: Venues for groups from 40 to 4000; great dining options

Rates: Pricing structures for every budget, and good enough to seal the deal

(951) 827-5471     |     conferences.ucr.edu
Conference, Events
& Catering Services





University Center

12000 Alumni Drive, Jacksonville, Fla.

• 43,000 square feet of conference 
  and event space

• 35 meeting rooms for groups of 10-700

• Full-service catering

• Free parking

• No gratuity or service charges

• Extensive educational media and  
 audiovisual services WEDDINGS  u LUNCHEONS

CONFERENCES  u SEMINARS

 (904) 620-4222

Call us for your next event.
We'll show you how we can simplify the 
process and assure your success!

GALAS  u BANQUETS12000 Alumni Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32224

 www.unf.edu/ universitycenter
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More than ever before, meeting technology is 

picking up speed. It’s an exciting time to see 

rapid changes and new opportunities appear 

that will help you improve business processes 

and provide a greater attendee experience at 

your events. Two major trends that have been 

developing and working together to assist 

meeting and event planners are social media 

and mobile technology.

Most everyone now carries around a smart-

phone; as such, all social media tools have be-

come mobilized. Social interaction at events 

is now a cornerstone thanks to this phenom-

enon. Attendees are able to be much more in-

teractive—whether they are on site or partici-

pating from home—with polling capabilities, 

mobile networking opportunities and event 

documents preloaded to their phones and 

tablets. This also extends to a planner’s work-

day as well.

We’ve been talking about the paperless of-

fice for years—since 2010 to be exact, when 

the iPad debuted. In much the same way 

the iPod and iTunes revolutionized the mu-

sic business, and the iPhone startled the tele-

communications industry, the invention of 

the iPad and other tablets has started to take 

hold of the corporate world and provided our 

first chance to go fully paperless thanks to 

a large screen that lets you actually interact 

with documents. For meeting planners look-

ing to keep up with today’s trends, the paper-

less office is where our industry is headed.

It benefits planners in many ways, most 

specifically providing the ability to eliminate 

the conference bible and three-ring binders 

that attendees have lugged around for de-

cades. Paperwork, even contracts and event 

orders with your vendors, can be immediate-

ly accessed and edited and then stored right 

on your tablet. 

This seamless process allows you to sync 

thousands of documents, have them in your 

hands on site and be able to share with your 

team back in the office in real-time. It’s like 

having your desktop at your fingertips. Now 

more than ever, it can be done.

the agenda
Power Points

Corbin Ball, CsP, CMP, Ms is an international speaker, writer 

and consultant with 20 years of experience who helps 

clients use technology to save time and increase productiv-

ity. He is the only person to have received both the MPi 

international supplier of the Year and the MPi international 

Chapter Leader of the Year awards. 

Three quick sTeps To 

becoming paperless:

1
On your desktop, 

convert all your 

documents to PDFs 

(there are plenty of free 

converter programs online). 

2
Once converted, 

drag all the files you 

want synced up with 

your tablet into a cloud 

based storage system (I like 

Dropbox because it operates 

with other apps). 

3
On your tablet, use 

a PDF annotator  

(I suggest PaperPort 

Notes or GoodReader) 

to access Dropbox. Your 

files will now be synced 

and you can open up your 

documents, edit and put 

back into Dropbox.

g e T co n n ec T e d

corbin ball associates
corbinball.com

Now’s the Time  
for the paperless ofice
BY CorBin BALL,  CorBin BALL AssoCiAtes



+ Meeting Rooms, Banquet Rooms, Outdoor 
Patios, Athletic Facilities, Auditoriums, and 
Classrooms 

+ Internet is free and available to all 
conference guests across our campus. AV 
equipment available upon request

LODGING
+ Overnight lodging for up to 1,000 people 

beginning June 1st through August 15th
+ Traditional residence hall rooms available
+ Apartment style living available including 

either semi-private or communal baths, 
kitchen, and fully furnished living room 

DINING AND CATERING
+ Food court style eatery along with 

gourmet menus for formal or casual 
dining

+ Extensive catering and dining menu, 
designed to fit all tastes and budgets.

+ Full service conference center; venues 
for conferences, performances, and 
recreation

+ Any size gathering is welcome! Meeting 
spaces available from 2 to 3500 people

+ World class music and art performance 
facilities

+ Acoustically flawless music hall complete 
with the renowned Gottfried and Mary 
Fuchs Organ

MEETING FACILITIES
CONFERENCE AND EVENTS AT

Pacific Lutheran University

CAMPUS AMENITIES
+ Free wireless internet across campus 
+ Free, abundant parking
+ Swimming pool, tennis courts, basketball 

courts, and volleyball pit
+ Garfield Book Company and restaurants 

bordering campus
+ Door to door shuttle service to and from 

airport through Capital Aeroporter
+ On-site conference coordinator accessible 

24/7

LOCATION
+ In Tacoma and near Seattle, WA 
+ On major bus line
+ Central to hiking, beaches, 

downtown, service and volunteer 
opportunities

FOR MORE INFORMATION

253-535-7670
www.plu.edu/conferences
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A UNIQUE CONFERENCE AND  
MEETING VENUE NESTLED AT THE 

BASE OF PIKES PEAK 

Ɣ Campus housing 
for up to 800 

including 
apartments, 

residence halls,  
and a campus motel. 

Ɣ A 750 seat 
auditorium, large 
meeting spaces, 

medium and small 
classrooms 

Ɣ  Wireless campus, computer labs,  
AV equipment available 

Ɣ Full athletic  
facility including 

pool, ice rink,  
astroturf field,  

and more 

Ɣ Buffet style  
dining and  

catering in a  
newly renovated  

cafeteria 

Ɣ Only five minutes from downtown 
Colorado Springs 

Ɣ  OneStopShop Certified 
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Ɣ  OneStopShop Certified 



18 // unique venues // Summer 2013

The Bonuses and “Be In the 
Knows” of a Unique Space 
By ChuCk Salem, preSident of unique VenueS 

WHEN BOOKING ANY VENUE FOR YOUR EVENTS, it’s best to 

have all the information up front before making a decision. Unique 

sites such as museums, arenas and college campuses are no different. 

Here we look at the major bonuses and some of the “be in the knows” 

of these types of properties, so you know what to expect when 

considering them for your next function.

the agenda
expert adViCe

BONUS
ÜA ffOrdABIlITY

In comparing traditional venues such as 

a hotel to a nontraditional venue, you’ll 

find significant price reductions. This is 

because the core mission of these sites is 

not event revenue. Campuses, for exam-

ple, already have built-in technology for 

their students, which means little add-on 

fees for planners.

ÜAMBIANCE

Unique facilities are already unique, 

which means you don’t have to spend a 

lot of time or money adding atmosphere 

or décor. For example, a museum’s ex-

hibits can be a great way to enhance 

your theme.

ÜCUrIOSITY fACTOr 

You never hear people say, “I can’t wait 

to go to that meeting in the hotel ball-

room,” but notice the reaction when you 

announce the conference will be held in 

a movie theater. A change in place can 

help build buzz before the event.

ÜTEAM Of PrOS

A lot of planners are pleasantly surprised 

to find a staff of professionals at a unique 

facility. Part-time or not, these individu-

als know their business and can help you 

make the most of the venue.

BE IN THE KNOW
ÜSCHEdUlING 

For many of these unique sites, hosting 

meetings and special events is secondary 

to their core mission. So you may have to 

schedule around college classes or sports 

games at arenas. Venues will be upfront 

about their availability; if you’re flexible 

in dates, these sites can be a great option.

ÜPArT-TIME STAff 

While some unique spaces DO have spe-

cial event offices or departments, you 

may run across one that employs a part-

time event coordinator or a person who 

multitasks with other roles. The knowl-

edge and professionalism is still abun-

dant, you may just have to be patient for 

responses.

ÜCATErING OPTIONS 

Catering options vary at unique facili-

ties. Some have exclusive on-site cater-

ers, others have a preferred list. In some 

cases, you’ll have to supply your own. 

Make sure you know the food and bever-

age options ahead of time.

Ü INSUrANCE 

For some venues, you may be required 

to provide a certificate of insurance be-

cause the property may not have a policy 

covering your event. Add-ons are usually 

very affordable and can be a simple rider 

on your existing policy.

CHUCK 

SAlEM
president of   

unique Venues



Conference Services



Elevate 
at the University of Denver

YOUR EXPECTATIONS

CONTACT US
303.871.4333    events@du.edu    
www.du.edu/events

Just minutes away from downtown, our vibrant campus 

gives you access to it all—unique facilities, advanced 

technology, on-site catering, sustainability, and much more. 

Summer Housing & Dining

Meetings & Conferences

Weddings & Special Events

aq
aq
aq



Flexible meeting space, ideal for
groups of 10 to 500 people

State-of-the-art audio/visual

Award-winning catering services

Breathtaking view of the
Manhattan skyline

Centrally located in North Jersey,
14 miles from NYC

1 Normal Avenue • Montclair, New Jersey 07043 • 973-655-3431
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Centerpiece Showdown!
Recently, we asked our members to send in 

photos showcasing their best table décor 

from a recent event. We were delighted 

with the results, but we turned to Facebook 

and our planner friends to help us pick the 

winners. Congratulations to all!

 Winner:

Chicago Botanic Garden 

of Glencoe, Illinois

“Midwest Garden Wedding” was a highlight of a

recent reception held in the venue’s McGinley Pavil-

ion. The floral arrangement and tabletop décor were 

designed by Jesse Deckard of Bliss Weddings, which 

follows in the garden’s mission to hire Chicago-area  

florists for all private events.

 

the agenda
COOL GIFT IDEA

Travel Assurance 
Security checkpoints aren’t always se-

cure. With the advent of RFID (radio 

frequency identification) skimming 

devices at many airports and trans-

portation hubs, travelers have become 

even more prone to identity theft. 

That’s because personal information 

is encrypted in credit cards, IDs and 

passports, which, unprotected, can 

end up in the wrong hands. 

Royce Leather’s new line of travel ac-

cessories comes equipped with RFID 

blockers to keep IDs safe—and stylish. 

Made from top grain nappa cowhide, 

these durable bifold wallets and pass-

port ticket holders, currency wallets 

and jackets are sleek and functional. Each retails for $36 and is offered in a variety of colors including black, tan, 

wildberry, key lime green and ocean blue. To purchase for your clients (or yourself), visit royceleathergifts.com.
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 Runner Up #1

Albright College of 

Reading, Pennsylvania

EvEnt: President’s Council Dinner

DESIGnED BY: Dave Reppert, Wishes 

Entertainment and Event Design

 Runner Up #2

navy Pier of  

Chicago, Illinois

EvEnt: Wedding reception 

produced by RED Weddings

DESIGnED BY: Derrick Taylor of Taylor 

and Co., Decor-Planning-Floral

ADD SOME 

ALTITUDE 
TO YOUR NEXT MEETING

The Banff Centre

· 60 meeting rooms
· Superior hotel-style accommodations
· Full planning & technical support

Banff, Canadian Rockies
1.877.760.4596 | conferences@banffcentre.ca | www.banffcentre.ca/conferences

Accommodations for up to 4,500 guests 

 Conveniently located next to downtown Lincoln    I   Over 100 versatile meeting facilities

800-809-8681   I   jbrophy3@unl.edu   I   housing.unl.edu/conferences

Exceptional Value   I   Exceptional Service

Conferenc e Serv ic es
“I would not hesitate to recommend 

UNL and its Conference Services 

to other organizations and hope 

that we can ind a way to return to 

wonderful downtown Lincoln and 

UNL in the future!”
Madeleine Crouch, Executive Director,  

International Clarinet Association 2012 ClarinetFest®
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Southern California’s premiere meeting location
Experience Sheraton Fairplex Hotels’ 80,000 square foot Conference Center and Exposition Hall. Located in the Fairplex 
Exposition Complex with easy access from all southern California counties, this versatile space can accommodate more than 
1,000 guests.

Starwood Preferred Planners will receive Double Starpoints® when you mention Unique Venues and book a meeting by 
December 30, 2013. Visit us online at sheratonfairplex.com/unique-venues.

©2013 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Preferred Guest, SPG, Sheraton and their logos are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affi liates. 

Southern New Hampshire University is the perfect choice for your summer meeting, 

conference, seminar or retreat. As the second largest venue in Manchester, our 

spacious facilities are the perfect venue for gatherings of up to 1,200 guests.

Our features include:

-  Comfortable accommodation in air conditioned buildings and a variety of 

overnight suites

-  State of the art media services including audio visual, teleconferencing,  

video services and on site staff

- Complimentary wireless internet and parking

-  Delicious catering with a diversified menu to match all tastes

- On-site registration and signage

Contact us today, and come  
see our campus for yourself!

Proximity | Price | Professionalism

Office of Conference and Event Services

603.645.9612      |      conferences@snhu.edu      |      snhuconferences.com



Atlanta
Chicago

New York
San Francisco

Washington, DC Area

AMA Executive Conference Centers

Meetings Made Simple and Affordable

• Flexible meeting rooms for 5 to 220 

• Executive chairs and spacious lounges

• State-of-the-art audio/visual equipment

• High-speed Internet access and WiFi 

• Complimentary continuous beverage service

• Wide range of optional catering packages

• Meeting package rates up to 40% less than

comparable facilities

• No service charges

• No food and beverage minimums

• No set-up charges

• No freight in/out charges

• No sleeping room commitment

Visit us at www.amaconferencecenters.org

Email us at: meetings@amanet.org or call 212-903-8277

ACT NOW
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HOT MEAL

G e t Co n n eC t e d

the Manor House 

uniquevenues.com/themanorhouseco

Guava CHiCken {Serves 5} 

inGredients:
» 1-2 pounds chicken thighs 

and drumsticks

 » 1 can fresh or frozen guava juice

 » 1/3 cup oyster sauce

 » 1/3 cup ketchup

 » 1/3 cup soy sauce

 » 1/4 cup brown sugar

 » 3 cloves of garlic, minced

 » fresh grated ginger

1Combine all ingredients in a glass 

baking dish and marinate for a 

minimum of three hours.

2Bake at 350 degrees uncovered 

for one hour.






Let’s get started today!

 Top University Venues + One Extraordinary Golf Resort
=

Family recipe: 
Guava Chicken
This recipe comes courtesy of The Manor House 

in Littleton, Colorado. The restored mansion not 

only has a unique setting for special events, but 

the catering department also gives guests the op-

tion to replicate family recipes for their  menus. 

“We usually see this a lot with our weddings,” 

says Kelley Case, senior event planner at The 

Manor House, noting that this recipe came from 

a recent groom. “The family made this chicken 

for all of their birthday and holiday gatherings, 

so it meant a lot to them and they wanted to in-

corporate it into this celebration as well.” 

The process involved some taste testing with 

the mother of the groom but Case notes that for 

others looking to add this into their program, 

no extra time is needed to accommodate the re-

quest. And it’s not just for weddings, she says. 

“We welcome our corporate clients who want to 

replicate their favorite recipes, too.” 



Three spectacular facilities come 

together to provide unmatched 

conference center capabilities 

including: 18 hole Karl Litten de-

signed golf course, 16 versatile 

meeting rooms, over 27,000 square-

feet of meeting space, 238 stylish  

guest rooms and  ve luxurious  

suites. This premier resort boasts 

recent renovations and scenic views 

overlooking the lake is a must see!

Offering modern facilities, state-of-

the art technology, full-service 

catering and a convenient location, 

the Eastern Michigan University 

Student Center is an ideal 

venue for banquets, conferences 

and meetings. The Center can 

accommodate up to 1,100 people 

via its specialty spaces and meeting 

rooms.

The Eastern Michigan University 

Convocation Center is the new-

est multi-purpose state-of-the-art 

facility in southeast Michigan, play-

ing host to concerts, trade shows, 

banquets, family entertainment, and 

EMU athletic events. This facility 

is a 204,316 square-foot structure 

featuring three user-friendly levels 

including arena, concourse and 

of ce. The Convocation Center also 

boasts versatile seating con gura-

tions, which allow clients to maxi-

mize space usage.

Marriott Ann Arbor 
Ypsilanti at Eagle Crest

Let’s get started today!
Contact Ypsilanti Area Convention and Visitors Bureau

Mary Zucchero, CDME, GMS

mzucchero@ypsilanti.org

800.265.9045

 Top University Venues + One Extraordinary Golf Resort
= Smart Meetings! 

EMU
Student Center

EMU
Convocation Center
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SIGNATURE DRINKS

{Non-alcoholic recipe}

Super Potion

The Conference Services team at the University of California, Santa Barbara put out all 

the bat signals when they recently hosted a training/talk seminar for local planners. 

The session was called “Be a Planning Superhero!” and the theme took off in more 

ways than one. 

“We invited UCSB event planners, vendors in the community and the Santa Barbara 

Convention and Visitors Bureau to come together at the Loma Pelona Center on our 

campus to share ideas about how they can help each other SAVE THE DAY!” says assis-

tant director Whitney Morris. “Vendors showed off their super powers and proved they 

could be trusted sidekicks throughout the planning process.”

To pack a special punch, the special event catering team at the school provided this 

unique drink, which was a colorful way to add on to the day, says Morris. “Participants 

left feeling like empowered men and women of steel. We had a blast!”

G E T CO N N EC T E D

University of California,  

Santa Barbara 

uniquevenues.com/ucsb

INGREDIENTS:
» 2 pints fresh limeade

 » 2 gallons fresh lemonade

 » 5 drops green food coloring

 » 1 pound dry ice

1Mix together in pitchers and let 

guests serve themselves.
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TECHNOLOGY

Complimentary Wi-Fi … Always

We’re not buffering. Thanks to FreedomPop, the newly launched “disruptive free wire-

less Internet company,” complimentary Wi-Fi service is yours across the U.S. Users 

receive a guaranteed minimum of 500MB of free 4G wireless service every month 

through a choice of three device options. Choose from the Freedom Spot – Photon or 

iPod sleeve, both of which power up to eight mobile machines or the Freedom Stick – 

Bolt, which offers “plug and play” connectivity for laptops and PCs. (After purchasing 

the device and paying a one-time activation fee, free wireless is yours to use.)

In addition to the guaranteed free data each month, FreedomPop users can earn up 

to an additional 1GB by adding friends to their network or engaging in partner pro-

motions. Need more bandwidth? The company provides a number of affordable plans 

priced up to 40 percent below competitors. FreedomPop is now accepting orders on a 

first-come, first-served basis. Get signed up at freedompop.com.     



Experience Hospitality 
at Michigan State University

From meetings for 10 to conferences for 10,000, experience  
all that a Big Ten university has to offer with our:
• Park-like campus
• Award-winning dining services
• Cutting-edge technology
• State-of-the-art athletic and fitness venues

Visit www.uniquevenues.com/MichiganState 
for more info and to book your Big Ten Spartan experience!



The Chase Center is a versatile space for groups of  

25 to 1,500. Award-winning cuisine. Cutting-edge  

audio visual services. A professional staff who see  

to everything. Plus, it’s tax free. Call 302.425.3929 

to speak to a personal event planner.

OPENING
SPRING 2014

8 1 5  J u s t i s o n  S t r e e t   |   3 0 2 . 4 2 5 . 3 9 2 9   |   c e n t e r o n t h e r i v e r f r o n t . c o m

GET TO KNOW DELAWARE’S  
PREMIER EVENT VENUE. 



Heighten the interest  
in your next meeting or conference.

Located on the University of Utah campus, at a lofty 5,000 feet, the University Guest House and 

Conference Center is committed to making your meeting or event successful. We offer a wide 

range of services — simple housing and meal plans, meeting space management, transportation  

and catering, and full-scale meeting planning both on and off campus. We offer 180 new and  

fully renovated rooms, free hot breakfast, free internet and parking, 30,000 square feet of meeting  

space, and 1,500 residence hall beds. Situated amidst the pristine beauty of historic Fort Douglas 

on the U campus, the Guest House is just 20 minutes from the Salt Lake International Airport. 

Downtown Salt Lake City is just minutes away by TRAX light rail train, with a stop just steps from 

our front door. 

Meet on the University of Utah campus at the University Guest House.

universityguesthouse.com | 1-877-412-8159
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Ladies inWaiting
BY SELENA FRAGASSI

IT’S NO SURPRISE THAT WOMEN MAKE UP A MAJORITY of the 

event planning industry, so why are there so few in leadership roles?

inside the industry

Twelve years ago, the association of Meet-

ing Professionals International (MPI) 

launched a new Women’s Leadership Ini-

tiative (WLI) to “help bring awareness 

to the fact that, although women are the 

great majority in this industry they are 

the minority in leadership positions in 

their organizations (only 11 percent in 

2002).” It was kick-started by McGetti-

gan Partners COO Christine Duffy who 

questioned why she was often alone “at 

the top” in her elite po-

sition with the meeting 

and incentive manage-

ment company. 

Although MPI’s pro-

gram resulted in a web-

site and chapter events 

to help women advance 

their careers, as well 

as targeted articles, re-

search and a schol-

arship program, the 

board of directors opt-

ed to halt the initiative 

in 2006 saying that it 

“was so successful the principles and 

work have been incorporated into the 

standards of MPI as a whole.”

So why today is there so little differ-

ence for women planners seeking execu-

tive roles in meetings and events?

“I’ve been in the industry for more 

than 40 years, and in that time you watch 

some things change and some that never 

change. There still are so very few wom-

en really at the top,” says Joan Eisenstodt, 

a hospitality industry leader who opened 

her eponymous consulting, facilitation 

and training firm in 1981. “There has 

been what I’d call a glass ceiling; there 

are many opportunities for women to en-

ter the mid-management level but very 

few at the high end.” 

She points to Paul Van Deventer, MPI’s 

new CEO, as one example, noting the 

online comments from members in her 

various women-in-hospitality groups 

that find it misleading to have a man run-

ning an organization that has quoted, at 

times, 75 percent female members. “If 

you look at the makeup of associations, 

there are many directors of meetings 

who are female, most of 

them having moved up 

the rank from admin-

istrative to entry-level 

meeting planner, but so 

few have gone on to be 

CEOs,” Eisenstodt com-

ments. “It’s something 

to be aware of and pay 

attention to.”

Ten years ago, she 

started a retreat for 

women in hospitality 

that asked attendees im-

portant questions: What 

is the role of women in the industry? 

How do we do meetings? Are we lead-

ers? Do we want the top level jobs?

And what she discovered was 

gender does matter. “Women man-

age differently than men. There’s a lot 

I think could be different if we were in 

charge,” she says. “Women would like-

ly have different ideas for how to allow 

people to gather better, how to build 

meeting rooms differently and find res-

olutions for labor issues. Women are by 

nature more observant and therefore see 

things differently, which could revolu-

tionize our industry if more were given 

leadership roles.”

“There has been 
what I’d call a glass 

ceiling; there are 
many opportunities 
for women to enter 

the mid-management 
level but very few at 

the high end.” 
— Joan Eisenstodt, Eisenstodt 

Associates, LLC  

LEADERSHIP ROLES
in the event planning industry

EVENT PLANNING  

INDUSTRY



It’s this trait that drives many women 

to the meetings and event industry in the 

first place. “Women tend to be more nur-

turing and take care of the attendee as 

if they were welcoming them into their 

home,” says Patti Shock, a full-time pro-

fessor of the William F. Harrah College 

of Hotel Administration at UNLV for 25 

years and an academic consultant for 

The International School of Hospitality 

in Las Vegas. Shock was one of the first to 

incorporate meetings and events train-

ing into higher education and even today 

notices a sharp increase in the number of 

female students. 

“About 75 percent of UNLV’s hospi-

tality program are women; at the Inter-

national School of Hospitality it’s more 

like 90 percent,” she says, noting that 

100 percent of her wedding planning 

students are female. “It’s probably not 

considered masculine to be a wedding 

planner,” Shock says, but she also recog-

nizes that females are more detail orient-

ed when it comes to the vast amount of 

paperwork involved.

Of the male students Shock does have, 

most are interested in trade shows and 

festivals and a bulk of them are interna-

tional. “A lot of our male students come 

from Asia. Korea is aiming to be a con-

vention hub and so a lot of our Korean 

students are sent by the government be-

cause they want to know how we meet 

successfully here.”

Shock doesn’t see the female majori-

ty trend changing anytime soon, either. 

“This will always be an attractive job for 

women. They can do work from home 

and work around family schedules,” 

she says. 

But in order to enact change for wom-

en in the industry, Eisenstodt believes it 

will take more active, and not passive, 

conversations. “We need to stand up 

more for ourselves,” she says. “And get 

the message across that we deserve more 

and are good at our jobs.”

G e t Co n n eC t e d

MPI

mpiweb.org

William F. Harrah College of Hotel 

Administration

unlv.edu

eisenstodt Associates, LLC 

eisenstodt.com

cincymuseum.org 

513.287.7044

U.S. 95 and Valley View Blvd. follow us on:

CONTACT GROUP SALES

Start planning your meeting, event or group 

tour by contacting our event specialist at 

specialevents@springspreserve.org  

or 702-822-8779.

Every holiday season, you want to outdo 

what you did last year. This year, the 

Springs Preserve is giving you a discount 

to help you exceed people’s expectations 

without breaking your budget.

If you get in early.

The Springs Preserve is 180 spectacular 

acres of museums, gardens, culture and 

healthy living with a variety of indoor  

and outdoor event spaces. And it’s even 

more spectacular when it’s glowing with 

a colorful array of holiday lights. 

This year, if you book your holiday event 

before August 1, you’ll show how frugal 

you are with money, how you choose to 

go green because it’s a smarter choice, 

how you think ahead, and how you  

support your community. 

Outdo yourself this holiday season by  

getting in early.

IT PAYS TO PLAN YOUR EVENT  

BEFORE THE HOLIDAYS.  

BOOK BEFORE AUGUST 1 AND SAVE 20%.



WINNING CUISINE ACROSS THE BOARD
Treat your guests to world-class fare against the exciting backdrop of harness racing at the Meadowlands 

Racetrack. Our award-winning chef will create a custom menu for your event, which can be held in an array 

of versatile spaces, from the lush lawns, picnic areas and tents of Paddock Park to the penthouse with views 

of the New York City skyline.  With exceptional cuisine in an unexpected setting, a great time is no gamble. 

For more, call 201-842-5197 today. 

	 •	State	of	the	art	audiovisual	&	meeting	presentation	equipment
	 •	Year-round	event	space
	 •	Summer	accommodations	available	June	&	July
	 •	On-site	caterer	available	but	not	required
	 •	On-line	web	registration	services
	 •	On-site	and	of-site	registration	and	event	management	services

Conference	Services
410-516-3962



Meeting...
your needs.

	 •	State	of	the	art	audiovisual	&	meeting	presentation	equipment
	 •	Year-round	event	space
	 •	Summer	accommodations	available	June	&	July
	 •	On-site	caterer	available	but	not	required
	 •	On-line	web	registration	services
	 •	On-site	and	of-site	registration	and	event	management	services

Conference	Services
www.jhu.edu/conferences  |  410-516-3962



38 // unique venues // Summer 2013

main event
Top Chefs
The International Association of Conference Center’s Copper Skillet Competition picks its winner. 

We meet the finalists from the U.S., U.K. and Canada who were fired up and ready to fight for the title.

BY SELENA FRAGASSI

S
tarted in 2004, the annual Copper Skillet Competition is the International Association of Conference Center’s (IACC) oppor-

tunity to showcase the great culinary skills of its member conference centers around the world. The showdown is held each 

year at the IACC-Americas summit where competing chefs are presented with a secret basket filled with produce, grains and 

proteins to use in their meal. Each chef is granted 15 minutes to plan his or her dish and 30 minutes for the cook-off. 

After, three judges assess the meals on criteria of creation, presentation, texture, flavor and hygiene in the work area. This year’s 

winner was Pascal Marcin of Dolce La Hulpe in Belgium. Here we meet the three finalists from the U.S., U.K. and Canada who fill us 

in on the experience and what they will take with them to the kitchens at their conference centers.

IAIN MILLER

U.K.
Iain Miller of the Woodside Conference 

Centre in Kenilworth, Warwickshire

HIS BACKGROUND …

Since beginning his culinary career at 

the age of 17, chef Iain Miller has come 

full circle. “I apprenticed at Woodside as 

a teenager and as of last year I came back 

here to where it all began,” Miller says. 

Of course in between there were chef 

appointments at a number of Michelin-

rated restaurants, including head chef at 

Simply Simpsons where Miller earned a 

Bib Gourmand in the Michelin Guide. 

“I like being able to change my menu 

on a daily basis,” he says of the appeal 

of the conference center. “You’re feed-

ing people for multiple meals a day for 

several days a week, so you have to keep 

your menus fresh and varied because if 

you don’t, people will notice.”

THE EXPERIENCE AT COPPER SKILLET …

Although Miller has medaled at several 

cooking competitions within the U.K. in 

the past, this was his first time compet-

ing in the Copper Skillet. “It’s the com-

petition I’ve enjoyed the most,” he says. 

“Everyone is on par and everyone has the 

same chance.”

Miller’s tactic was to think outside the 

box with his proteins. “I assumed every-

one would go for the steak so I went for 

the pork and lamb,” he says of his strat-

egy. What resulted was a trifled lamb 

pâté with mango salsa and pork filet 

with caramelized apples and crushed 

potatoes. 

THE ONE THING HE’LL TAKE WITH HIM 

BACK TO HIS KITCHEN …

“It’s interesting to go to other places 

and see what people do with food. One 

morning [during the competition stay] 

I had a scrambled egg with chorizo for 

breakfast. I had never thought to do 

that before. It’s those little things that 

can change your whole perspective as 

a chef.”

U.S. 
Shane Brassel of the Charles F. Knight 

Executive Education & Conference Center in 

St. Louis, MO

HIS BACKGROUND …

It all started in high school. That’s when 

chef Shane Brassel caught the cooking 

bug. He was working at an Italian res-

taurant on the weekends and received 

a scholarship to a culinary program at 

Johnson & Wales University in Rhode 

Island. 

Although he has migrated in roles, 

his current position with Washington 

University’s Charles F. Knight Execu-



tive Education & Conference Center has 

really stuck, perhaps thanks to the vari-

ety Brassel gets to exercise. “There are so 

many different options to make it diverse 

for all our clientele,” he says.

THE EXPERIENCE AT COPPER SKILLET …

This year was the first time Brassel had 

participated in the competition—and to 

great success. Not only was he the U.S. 

finalist, but Brassel walked away with 

the runner-up silver medal as well. “My 

focus was to work on the protein,” Bras-

sel says.

And his strategy worked. Brassel’s 

winning dish was a combination of 

Dijon-crusted pork tenderloin medallion 

with natural jus and pan-seared beef filet, 

accompanied by a Pabst Blue Ribbon 

beer sauce, buttered poached asparagus 

and a southwestern bean relish.

THE ONE THING HE’LL TAKE WITH HIM 

BACK TO HIS KITCHEN …

“Always being creative. If you don’t get 

a delivery in time or you are out of stock 

of an item, you have to be able to work 

around it and think about something else 

you can prepare—but that’s what makes 

the job fun.” 

SHANE BRASSEL

R

S A Y  B O N  V O Y A G E  T O ORDINARY…
AND WELCOME ABOARD TO EXTRAORDINARY.

MEMORABLE EVENTS, MEETINGS AND INCENTIVES BEGIN WITH                             
AN UNFORGETTABLE VENUE. 
Amazed. Engaged. Rejuvenated. When was the last time you felt that way about 
an event or conference? You will on a Royal Caribbean cruise. Let us help plan your 
program. Our innovative turnkey solutions will dazzle you with everything from 
complimentary ine dining and state-of-the-art conference rooms to spectacular 
Broadway-style shows. And all for one very afordable price. Talk to one of our 
Corporate Sales Managers today. The only thing cookie-cutter about our events…is 
the mold we use to create your logo inspired desserts. 

For more information call 800-762-0458 or visit RoyalCaribbeanIncentives.com

circuitoftheamericas.com 

512.565.6134
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Canada

Murray Hall of the BMO Financial Group Institute for Learning in Toronto, Ontario

His baCkground …

Chef Murray Hall started his culinary education at Caribou College in British Columbia 

and later apprenticed at the Banff Springs Hotel in Alberta. His first chef position came 

with the Marriott Hotel and Resorts Group at a hotel in, of all places, Bermuda. After a 

few rotations at various Marriott properties, Hall joined Dolce Hotels and Resorts five 

years ago and now works at their Institute for Learning center in Toronto where his 

focus is on healthy catering. “I look at my menus to see where I can reduce fats and 

eliminate sugars and add foods that hit low glycemic levels,” he says.

THe experienCe aT THe Copper skilleT …

Hall has been named the Canadian finalist the past four years, perhaps because he’s 

able to flow with the mishaps that come during the day. “I couldn’t find the cream for 

the life of me,” he says of one of the day’s challenges. “Our table was also rocking quite 

a bit so it knocked the water off the stovetop—but other than that it was great.”

Although chefs weren’t privy to the contents of their food baskets before arriving, 

Hall says, “50 percent of my menu was made up in my head before I got there,” which 

helped him tremendously in preparing his dish. His final presentation offered a pork 

tenderloin with sweet mashed potatoes, seared scallops and buttered asparagus in a 

lemon beurre blanc sauce with crushed chilies for spice.

THe one THing He’ll Take wiTH Him baCk To His kiTCHen …

“As an executive chef you’ve always got to be thinking on your feet the entire time. 

There’s no such thing as a regular day in this industry. The competition reinforced that 

idea for me.”

MURRAY HALL

g e T Co n n eC T e d

international association of 

Conference Centres

iacconline.org

Copper skillet Competition

events.iacconline.org/copperskillet

Charles F. knight executive 

education & Conference Center

uniquevenues.com/knightcenter  

314.933.9400

woodside Conference Centre 

sundialgroup.com/woodside 

01926.515800

bmo Financial group institute  

for learning 

ifl.bmo.com  

416.490.4300

main event

southern.edu/conferenceservices฀฀฀•฀฀฀423.236.2555

•฀ Hike฀or฀bike฀16฀miles฀of฀award-winning฀trails
•฀ Navigate฀the฀ropes฀challenge฀course฀
•฀ Scale฀40฀to฀60-foot฀walls฀in฀revitalized฀

rock฀quarry
•฀ Walk,฀crawl,฀and฀explore฀in฀our฀on-campus฀cave

•฀ Picnic฀in฀garden฀spaces฀or฀around฀a฀campfi฀re
•฀ Kayak,฀canoe,฀or฀paddleboard฀on฀the฀

Tennessee฀River
•฀ Take฀lessons฀at฀America’s฀largest฀hang฀

gliding฀school



Let Southern be the solution 
for your event needs!
southern.edu/conferenceservices฀฀฀•฀฀฀423.236.2555

then BOND outside the buildings.
Group recreation options abound on campus and in nearby Chattanooga.

Just minutes from the conference meeting spaces, your organization can …

THINK outside the box

•฀ Hike฀or฀bike฀16฀miles฀of฀award-winning฀trails
•฀ Navigate฀the฀ropes฀challenge฀course฀
•฀ Scale฀40฀to฀60-foot฀walls฀in฀revitalized฀

rock฀quarry
•฀ Walk,฀crawl,฀and฀explore฀in฀our฀on-campus฀cave

•฀ Picnic฀in฀garden฀spaces฀or฀around฀a฀campfi฀re
•฀ Kayak,฀canoe,฀or฀paddleboard฀on฀the฀

Tennessee฀River
•฀ Take฀lessons฀at฀America’s฀largest฀hang฀

gliding฀school
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By the Seashore 
Spring, summer, fall or winter, the coast of New England has big appeal for a small geographic area.  

Three unique sites offer something for everyone. 

BY SELENA FRAGASSI

From Connecticut to Maine, the New England coastline has always been a popular vacation destination—but with more and more 

boutique inns and unique sites fit with modern-day amenities, the corporate world is taking notice, too. When booking events along 

the Atlantic, planners find an escape from the city and customized personalization not often seen in the big markets. Plus, appealing 

day trips encourage attendees to extend their stay.

on the road

THE AMBER ROOM COLONNADE/DANBURY, CONNECTICUT

“We are very down to earth and very flexible,” says general man-

ager Todd Howe, CHA, of the Amber Room’s intense focus on 

event personalization. “We don’t try to fit into a box, so we ask a 

lot of questions and operate on an event-by-event basis.” It’s just 

one of the benefits that comes from being situated in a smaller 

market, he says. “We hear quite a bit from our clients that they 

are glad they’re not in a convention city or staying in a massive 

hotel of 1,000 or more rooms. There’s so much red tape at those 

types of properties.”

As such, The Amber Room Colonnade has gained quite a 

reputation for creating that ‘wow’ factor planners are looking 

to achieve. What once was a rustic, informal property in the 

1960s has become a prestigious, award-winning location set on 

26 acres popular for hosting black tie affairs, corporate galas 

and weddings from nearby New York City and Long Island. 

“When you get out of those markets you’re almost getting meals 

for free when you analyze the differences in price per person,” 

says Howe. 

THE AMBER ROOM COLONNADE, DANBURY, CT
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Although Howe cautions that not every 

amenity is an “automatic” like larger markets 

(accessibility to public transportation, over-

sized ballroom capacities and large blocks of 

rooms may not always be available), there’s 

something that small communities offer 

exclusively. “There’s unparalleled privacy, 

serenity and relaxation. Guests often build 

a visit around their event to experience all 

that’s available to them in the region.”

MedoMak RetReat CenteR/

Washington, Maine

What started as a summer camp in 1903 has 

now become a popular summer destination 

for groups looking for a comfortable retreat. 

“Who wants to be in Orlando in August?” 

questions Medomak director David Brun-

ner. “New England is a wonderful place 

to enjoy the outdoors while the rest of the 

country is in air conditioning dealing with 

the heat.” 

Of course since the turn of the century, 

Medomak has added to the demand by refur-

bishing old cabins and building new ones to 

meet the higher comfort needs of its adult 

groups. Waterfront facilities set on 125 

acres offer three meeting rooms and various 

breakout spaces as well as a dining lodge, 

which uses vegetables and dairy products 

cultivated on site. 

The retreat has played home to various 

music and arts festivals like the University 

of Michigan’s graduate music conductor 

program. For 15 years, the department has 

hosted an annual 17-day summit of intense 

music score study that culminates in a con-

cert for the public. “It beautifully highlights 

our spaces’ acoustic capabilities,” says Brun-

ner. Another recent group was a young 

startup from Silicon Valley. “There were 

people walking around with laptops while 

playing basketball or canoeing,” recalls 

Brunner. “It’s interesting to see how people 

react when they don’t have the lights and 

noise of the city. It’s dark here and you can 

see stars at night, but that’s appealing to cer-

tain groups who are urban most other days 

of the year.”

the Red Lion inn/stoCkbRidge, 

MassaChusetts

Located in one of the world’s top destina-

tions (according to National Geographic’s 

Traveler magazine), The Red Lion Inn has 

welcomed guests to its historic property 

for more than 200 years. The venue offers 

125 antique-filled guest rooms with modern 

amenities (like free Wi-Fi) and several pri-

vate or semi-private event spaces for up to 80 

people that provide a “one-of-a-kind experi-

ence for all events,” according to Red Lion’s 

corporate sales manager Gayle Murphy. 

Recent functions have included wed-

dings, anniversary parties, birthday celebra-

tions and an on-site meeting for a health 

care company that participated in team-

building activities such as a group scaven-

ger hunt and margarita-making contest. On 

site, guests have access to formal and casual 

dining options, a gift shop, pub with nightly 

entertainment plus amenities such as an in-

house florist and in-room massage therapy.

“Whether they are leisure guests or busi-

ness travelers, our guests take comfort in 

knowing they are spending money at a 

venue that makes an exceptional effort to 

sustain its community,” Murphy says, noting 

Red Lion’s locally sourced menus, donations 

to area nonprofits and company wide volun-

teering efforts. For a good cause, too, since 

New England is such a gorgeous landscape. 

“It’s a great region to book events because 

everything is in close proximity. We have 

mountains, beaches, small towns and big 

cities within a couple of hours of each other. 

There is something for everyone here.”

tip:  
Find your perfect 

unique space in 

new england  

(or anywhere!) with 

new, advanced 

search options at 

uniquevenues.com 

that let you browse 

by region.

g e t Co n n eC t e d

the amber Room Colonnade

uniquevenues.com/amberroom

203.748.3800

Medomak Retreat Center

uniquevenues.com/medomak 

207.845.6001

the Red Lion inn

uniquevenues.com/redlioninn

413.298.5545

THE RED LION INN, STOCKBRIDGE, MA 

MEDOMAK RETREAT CENTER, WASHINGTON, ME



• Plan your meeting with affordable and 
fl exible meeting packages that include your 
meeting room, overnight guestroom, and 
all meals

• As our overnight guests, challenge your team 
at the exclusive ArborLinks Golf Course 
designed by Arnold Palmer

• Nature-inspired dining using local, sustainable 
meats and produce

• Engage each other in networking and 
teambuilding activities

• Get results while being inspired on 
260 acres

• Meet in center of the United States - with 
shuttle service from the Omaha airport

Call today, or request a proposal 
online for your next meeting.

2700 Sylvan Road
Nebraska City, Nebraska

1-800-546-5433
liedlodge.org/unique

It’s more than your average meeting location. 
It’s rewarding and builds teams.
Make your next business meeting or event rewarding and rejuvenating with the setting, 
hospitality, and full-service amenities at Lied Lodge & Conference Center.

A day well spent

516.671.6400 

 GlenCoveMeetings.com

200 Dosoris Lane 

Glen Cove, New York 11542

The classic elegance of Glen Cove Mansion’s estate 

has hosted captains of industry for over a century. 

And it is our pleasure to continually exceed your 

meeting expectations. With 29,500 square feet of IACC-

certifi ed space, award-winning service and spacious 

accommodations, our reputation as a premier meeting 

destination remains.

never goes out of style.

Located on Long Island, less than 30 

miles from Manhattan and LaGuardia 

& JFK airports.
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FROM FOOTBALL STADIUMS TO DECKED-OUT 

CRUISE SHIPS, UNIQUE VENUES PROVIDE 

ATMOSPHERE, CULTURE AND AMENITIES THAT 

YOU AND YOUR GUESTS WON’T SOON FORGET

BY SELENA FRAGASSI

UNIQUE
Impressions
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A
ccording to the dictionary, unique is an adjective that means “being the only one of its 

kind; unlike anything else.” Nothing could come closer to describing the special collec-

tion of event venues that have broken out of the traditional mold, creating an industry 

model that values originality and memorability. Here we break down just what makes the seven 

segments of Unique Venues, well, unique. 

ARENAS & STADIUMS
Imagine the looks you’ll get when you announce your next meeting or event is at 

FedExField, the home turf of the Washington Redskins. It might be the same look as a 

band playing their first stadium show: sheer awe. That’s because arenas and stadiums 

are not only impressively sized but offer just as large add-ons that help create consider-

able buzz pre-, during and post-event. 

“When you’re booking an event that requires an RSVP, having it take place at a sta-

dium is a huge plus because it’s going to draw out a lot more people than a standard 

hotel ballroom,” says FedExField’s special events manager Heather McKenzie. “There’s 

no standard meeting here. We can offer VIP stadium tours [including the press box, 

cheerleaders’ dance studio and Redskins locker room], arrange alumni player appear-

ances and also provide branding opportunities, such as broadcasting the company logo 

or welcome message on our HD video board.”

It’s unique touches like these (plus free on-site parking and custom menus) that keeps 

McKenzie’s customer renewal rate high. “We have a great return with clients who con-

tinue to rebook events every single year because we have such a variety of spaces we 

can tailor to them. And it is such a unique experience that not only serves a purpose but 

entertains guests as well.”

The facilities aren’t just relegated to game day outings, either. “Groups can rent out 

a suite for one of our major sporting events for a team-bonding experience or they 

can come on non-game days as well and rent out a specific location,” McKenzie notes, 

stipulating that the larger events must be held on the team’s away days. “We have vari-

ous spaces throughout the stadium encompassing small meetings to a trade show for 

5,000 people.” 

Some clients really get into the team 

spirit and even send their attendees home 

with parting gifts, according to McKen-

zie. “I’ve had a few who work with our 

team store and set up goodie bags with 

Redskins merchandise to present guests 

as they’re leaving. … It’s just another 

example of how we can transform an 

average meeting into a memorable expe-

rience for our clients and their guests.”

CAMPS & RETREATS
The biggest advantage of this type of 

unique setting is the vast team-building 

opportunities that await visiting groups. 

“We can pull recreation and team-

building activities into a retreat more 

easily than in a hotel ballroom,” affirms 

Mike Ward, vice president of advance-

ment at Lutheridge, a site nestled into 

the mountains of North Carolina. “We 

have a group interaction course, a climb-

ing tower and wall. If you want to go for 

a walk, we have nature and hiking trails 

at our back door.”

Denise DuVall, director of sales and 

marketing for Nebraska’s Lied Lodge & 

Conference Center, offers a similar array 

to her repeat corporate and conserva-

tion clients. “Instead of being in meet-

ing rooms all day, groups might convene 

for an hour and then spread out on our 

campus and that’s part of their meeting,” 

she says, noting that her site also offers 

nighttime activities. “We can do tractor 

hayrides that pull up to a bonfire gather-

ing and do a wine tasting after. … It’s the 

best of both worlds with hotel-like ame-

nities, but people are able to get away, 

get refocused and become rejuvenated.”

To DuVall’s point, you can rest assured 

these camps and retreats are not like the 

rustic overnight lodges you stayed in as a 

kid. “From day one, our purpose was to 

be a true IACC Conference Center,” she 

says. As such, the site offers 144 guest 

rooms and 14,000 square feet of meeting 

space with complete meeting packages 

that offer A/V services and a dedicated 

tech team.

LIED LODGE, NEBRASKA CITY, NE 

FEDEXFIELD, LANDOVER, MDLUTHERIDGE, ASHEVILLE, NC
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At Lutheridge, the setup is much the same, according to 

Ward. “We’ve put $8 million into the facility in the last 10 years, 

including a meeting space that can seat more than 550 people 

in a theater-style setting.” Additional features include airport 

service, campus-wide Wi-Fi, a fi tness center and a chef that can 

create top-notch menus … and ice sculptures.

Ward does caution that Lutheridge’s main booking season is 

August through May (since summer does become sold out for 

regular camp groups); however one benefi t to your stay is often 

having sole use of the property. “You won’t have to trip over 

other groups or be worried about what they are doing when 

you’re trying to have your event.”

COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

“You get considerable bang for your buck,” says Lynn Smith, 

coordinator of conference service programs for the University 

of Arizona. His opinion echoes the sentiments of a number of 

planners who have booked their meetings and events at a col-

lege or university campus. 

Rates are typically all-inclusive and are able to stay low 

because a school caters to the needs of a modern student body; 

planners just get to take advantage of what’s already on site. 

For the University of Arizona, that includes state-of-the-art class-

rooms and auditoriums, 7,000 beds in various residence halls 

(complete with linen service), a student union, food and bever-

age service and access to a variety of expert speakers.

“The best thing we offer, besides our high level of customer 

service, is the academic atmosphere,” says Smith. “There are so 

many departments and things to do and see within the 1-mile 

radius of the campus. We offer a lot of diversifi cation.”

Also diverse are the residence halls. Because the ages of the 

buildings vary (“from many years old to a few months old,” says 

Smith), amenities may be different from building to building. 

In one example, “Guests should be prepared that although our 

restroom facilities are modern, most are shared.” Yet knowing 

that upfront, planners can expect colleges to be more accom-

modating than a traditional environment especially in the non-

peak  months.

Another benefi t to campus environments says Leonard 

O’Connor, general manager of the conference services at the 

University of Washington, is the esteem that comes from being 

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, SEATTLE, WA

THE BANFF CENTRE, ALBERTA, CANADA

CONVENE MANHATTAN,

 NEW YORK CITY, NY

affi liated with a university. “There is a cachet to putting on an 

event in an educational environment that is appealing to a lot 

of organizers,” he says, noting particular nonprofi t groups that 

benefi t from the collaboration. “In our case, to be associated 

directly with the University of Washington is highly valued.”

CONFERENCE & BUSINESS CENTERS

Although conference and business centers may, on the surface, 

seem as traditional as they come, a closer look reveals distinct 

differences including specialized services and functional, if 

not fairy-tale, settings. Take for example, The Banff Centre in 

Alberta, Canada. 

“We actually started as a fi ne arts institute in the 1930s,” notes 

marketing offi cer Deborah Whittle. “Now, we’re a unique learn-

ing environment where everyone is here for a conference or 

meeting, a leadership program or an art program.” The addition 

of an arts-focused wing extends nicely into a conference’s day 

and night programs as well. Whittle explains, “We have many 

opportunities for delegates to attend performances, visit a gal-

lery or take group clay molding sessions.” 
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Although the center is focused on its 

creative mission, Whittle is fi rm that it 

does not distract from the high levels of 

conference services.

“We are an IACC member, which 

means we have to meet stringent stan-

dards to retain that membership, includ-

ing ergonomic desks and chairs and 

complimentary Wi-Fi,” she says. “Our 

property is committed to making it a true 

conference experience with full service 

on site. So, unlike a hotel, it’s not a space 

we’re changing into a meeting room; it’s 

dedicated meeting room space.”

Chris Kelly, co-founder of Convene, 

has the same ethos for his spread of con-

ference centers in Manhattan. Together 

they have become the go-to destination 

for local, off-site  meetings of 25-250 

people, most notably New York’s elite 

Fortune 500 companies. 

“We were able to see the opportunity 

and demand for a new type of conferenc-

ing center,” he says of the foreshadowing 

he and partner Ryan Simonetti gathered 

in 2009 to redesign existing structures 

for more productive collaboration and 

innovation. 

Equating their vision of transforming 

conferences to the way Apple revolu-

tionized technology, Kelly and Simonetti 

invested in several key strategies: build-

ing a consultative team rather than a sales 

team; incorporating as much built-in 

technology into their spaces as possible; 

and analyzing the way attendees eat to 

develop menus that suit the conference 

sessions (e.g. all meals can be consumed 

without needing a knife).

“We analyze and understand the 

actual things people are trying to accom-

plish and see how much less diffi cult we 

can make the job of the meeting plan-

ner,” says Kelly. “Our single purpose is to 

facilitate the most productive meetings 

possible. There’s no other agenda for us.”

CRUISE SHIPS

“The nice thing about doing an event on 

a ship is that it has something for every-

body. Regardless of age or background or 

interests, everyone will fi nd something 

they like in our entertainment, activity 

and dining options,” says Lori Cassidy, 

director of corporate, incentive and 

charter sales at Royal Caribbean. And she 

isn’t kidding when she calls a cruise line 

a fl oating resort. “Anything that a resort 

destination can provide to a meeting or a 

conference, we can conduct on board a 

cruise ship,” she says.

That includes state-of-the-art meeting 

spaces for up to 1,400 people, entertain-

ment options such as Broadway shows 

Hairspray and Chicago, and access to a 

Royal Promenade, which offers an array 

of restaurants, bars and shopping. “It can 

also be a great way to keep spouses and 

families engaged while employees are 

meeting,” notes Cassidy. 

Although it’s a new idea for planners, 

Cassidy says once they come on board 

and visualize what can be done on a 

cruise ship, they realize how accommo-

dating it really is for meetings and events, 

including value propositions. Much like 

all-inclusive vacations, cruises offer “all 

your meals, entertainment, activities” in 

one package, according to Cassidy. Plus, 

“meeting space is complimentary, as is 

audio visual equipment and standard 

coffee breaks.” 

She does caution that the lingo is differ-

ent in the cruise industry so “our terms 

and conditions may be slightly different 

ROYAL CARIBBEAN

ROYAL CARIBBEAN
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from a hotel, but it’s not overwhelming. 

Planners will soon realize how easy and 

turnkey it is to host an event on a ship.”

And exciting for attendees, too. “Most 

North Americans have never cruised. It’s 

still about only 20 percent of the popu-

lation,” says Cassidy. “So by bringing an 

event on board a cruise ship, planners 

are offering something completely new 

and that can increase attendance.”

HISTORICAL & CULTURAL 

INSTITUTIONS

Built-in décor is one of the biggest draws 

of historical and cultural venues like 

Elvis’ Graceland. Here guests can mingle 

in the late singer’s car museum next to 

his famous pink Cadillac and the red MG 

from Blue Hawaii. 

“It’s our number one venue,” says spe-

cial events manager Marianne Murphy, 

noting that Rockabilly’s and Crown 

Grill restaurants are other options. “The 

designer created it to look like a Mem-

phis drive-in on a summer night. There’s 

a nearly full-size movie screen plus huge 

vignettes that bring Elvis’ career to life.”

It was this appeal that drew actor 

Anthony Hopkins to host his birthday 

party here. “Of all the places in the world, 

he chose us,” Murphy says, still shocked. 

Yet she shouldn’t be. Graceland has 

become a popular destination, mostly 

for adult birthday parties, which Murphy 

says can sometimes cause a challenge. 

“Because we don’t have any dedicated 

event venues, we have to be respectful 

of our day guests and not interrupt their 

experience, but at the same time make 

things perfect for evening events,” she 

says. “But in my 20 years of doing this, 

we haven’t messed up yet.” 

In Washington, D.C. President Lin-

coln’s Cottage is another big draw. What 

started as a national soldiers’ home 

became a vacation spot for presidents 

during term breaks. Lincoln, however, 

was the one who used it most to his 

advantage. 

“The Lincoln family would literally 

move all of their belongings out of the 

White House and into the cottage every 

summer and live here until the fall,” says 

education coordinator Sahand Miraminy. 

“It was a much more peaceful and quiet 

place that allowed him to think through 

his big decisions, which included writ-

ing the Emancipation Proclamation the 

first year he was here.”

Today, groups of up to 100 people can 

enjoy intimate dinners in the cottage 

amidst a sensory experience. “When visi-

tors are here, they can hear the stories 

of Lincoln. We use technology to bring 

those stories to life,” including wall-

mounted speakers, says Miraminy. 

Because it is an historic site, there 

are some restrictions including no red 

wine or open flames; yet the site is also 

progressive, including welcoming their 

first same-sex wedding ceremony last 

April—the first ever in U.S. history on a 

military base.

SPECIAL EVENT VENUES

Movie theaters, mansions and presiden-

tial libraries might not be the first place 

a planner thinks of for a meeting or 

event—but as these special event venues 

prove, they should be.

Cineplex, one of Canada’s leading 

entertainment companies of motion 

picture theater circuits, operates 1,449 

screens—“and all 1,449 are available for 

rent as a meeting room,” says Julie Wig-

gins, executive director of sales. 

Hosting a meeting at a movie theater 

is more advantageous than you might ini-

tially think. 

“Theaters not only provide a great 

visual presentation but also an amazing 

sound system,” says Wiggins. “When you 

plug in your laptop, the presentation is 

going through the best possible projec-

tors and speakers.” Plus, the sight lines for 

audience and speaker are unparalleled. 

Wiggins has been most successful 

with the corporate crowd looking to 

wow with PowerPoint presentations or 

host satellite video from an executive in 

another city; but she says prospectives 

shouldn’t limit themselves to just that. 

“Last fall, a high-end retail store used 

our facilities to host a Christmas train-

ing program. They turned the whole 

building into a winter wonderland with 

festive decorations and music that was 

piped into the lobby; they even had 

machines drop snowflakes on guests as 

they entered. It looked amazing.”

Maryland’s Elegant Settings and the 

Lincoln Library in Illinois are two more 

examples of special event venues, both 

with historic affiliations. 

The 10 historic mansions and manors 

of Elegant Settings are actually a part of 

the Department of Parks and Recreation, 

all of which have been restored to illu-

minate their grandiosity but also provide 

modern amenities. Each has a story to 

tell (“Franklin D. Roosevelt was rumored 

to visit often, which is why one of our 

buildings has an elevator,” says Darlene 

LINCOLN PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM, SPRINGFIELD, IL

PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S COTTAGE, WASHINGTON, D.C.GRACELAND, MEMPHIS, TN
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CINEPLEX, LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT CANADA

G E T CO N N EC T E D

FedExField 

uniquevenues.com/fedexfi eld

301.276.6037

Lutheridge 

uniquevenues.com/lutheridge 

828.684.2361

Lied Lodge 

& Conference Center

uniquevenues.com/liedlodge

402.873.8733

University of Arizona

uniquevenues.com/

universityarizona

520.621.6502

University of Washington

uniquevenues.com/

univwashington

206.543.7636

Banff Centre

uniquevenues.com/banffctr

403.762.6100

Convene

uniquevenues.com/

conveneat730

888.730.7307

Royal Caribbean 

uniquevenues.com/

royalcaribbean

800.529.6916

Graceland

uniquevenues.com/graceland 

901.332.3322

President Lincoln’s Cottage

uniquevenues.com/

presidentlincolnscottage

202.829.0436 

Cineplex

uniquevenues.com/cineplex 

800.313.4461

Elegant Settings

uniquevenues.com/

elegantsettings

301.446.3240

Abraham Lincoln Presidential 

Library & Museum

uniquevenues.com/

lincolnlibrary

217.558.8873

Watkins) plus unique architecture and mani-

cured lawns that make the setting ripe for pho-

tography. “Unlike hotels where you have to go 

somewhere else to capture pictures, our set-

tings encourage shoots on site,” Watkins notes. 

Although the buildings can hold, at most, 

250 people, Watkins says advantages include 

use of the entire property and reasonable 

prices. “We’re very competitive with our costs 

and that includes professional staff who are 

able to work with you from start to fi nish.”

Opened in October 2004, the Abraham Lin-

coln Presidential Library and Museum is creat-

ing a new model for both historical and presi-

dential libraries. To date, the site offers 50,000 

items relating to Lincoln’s life, many of which 

can be incorporated into events. One of the 

most popular are the History Lessons. 

“We work with our historians to create a 

30-minute presentation with prepared remarks 

and a Q&A session, along with artifacts that 

relate to the topic,” says facility rental man-

ager Britta Brackney, noting the advantage of 

having a built-in speaker. “A big hit with man-

agement and staff training groups has been 

‘Lincoln and Leadership,’ which talks about 

the president’s leadership style and humor in 

managing people.”

Actor features and immersive exhibits are 

also popular add-ons, especially for the fre-

quent groups that host evening events after 

a day at the nearby State Capitol. Although 

Brackney admits á la carte pricing and room 

capabilities for up to 500 are big draws, it’s the 

artifacts themselves that keep people engaged. 

“They encourage a sense of learning, and 

really that’s the most important takeaway for 

any event.”

NEWTON WHITE MANSION, MITCHEVILLE, MD

OXON HILL MANOR, OXON HILL, MD



From Banquets to Youth Groups, Corporate Meetings 
to Spiritual Retreats and Everything in Between!

Ŗ	 Meeting	rooms	to	accommodate	small		
and	large	groups

Ŗ	 Beautiful	Banquet	Facilities
Ŗ	 Professional	Catering

Ŗ	 State-of-the-art	audio	visual	technology
Ŗ	 Internet	access	in	all	meeting	rooms
Ŗ	 On-site	Event	Planner

Ŗ	 Banquets	
Ŗ	 Conferences	
Ŗ	 Corporate	Retreats	
Ŗ	 Educational	Events	
Ŗ	 Expos	
Ŗ	 Holiday	Parties
Ŗ	 Lectures	
Ŗ	 Meetings	
Ŗ	 Seminars		
Ŗ	 Spiritual	Retreats	
Ŗ	 Training	Sessions	
Ŗ	 Workshops

Phone: 814-269-1904  
Toll-free: 800-875-5958

www.pitt-johnstown.pitt.edu/conferences

       facebook.com/ConferenceCenterUPJ
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and	large	groups

Ŗ	 Beautiful	Banquet	Facilities
Ŗ	 Professional	Catering
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Ŗ	 Internet	access	in	all	meeting	rooms
Ŗ	 On-site	Event	Planner

Ŗ	 Banquets	
Ŗ	 Conferences	
Ŗ	 Corporate	Retreats	
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Ŗ	 Expos	
Ŗ	 Holiday	Parties
Ŗ	 Lectures	
Ŗ	 Meetings	
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Ŗ	 Training	Sessions	
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25,000 SQUARE FEET OF MEETING SPACE 

GREAT DOWNTOWN SHOPPING

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF THE 
PENN STATE UNIVERSITY PARK

223 GUEST ROOMS

FULL-SERVICE CATERING

Contemporary.

Classically.
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With built-in ambiance, educational value and exhilarating 

artifacts, Sodexo’s spread of cultural destinations gives a 

permission slip for event attendees to have more fun.

BY SELENA FRAGASSI

A฀Night฀at฀the฀Museum
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W
hen patrons walk into Chi-

cago’s famed Museum of 

Science and Industry (MSI), 

they are immediately greeted by fasci-

nating treasures resurrected from some 

of the world’s greatest scientific advance-

ments and its ages of industrial revolu-

tion. As the largest science center in the 

Western Hemisphere, boasting 400,000 

square feet of space, the halls of this lus-

trous building (once used for the 1893 

World’s Fair) hold such relics as a 252-

foot German submarine from World War 

II, an original 1934 Pioneer Zephyr train 

and the museum’s latest addition, a real-

life, 40-foot tornado. 

Every year, more than 300,000 

schoolkids get to learn about the storied 

pasts of these priceless artifacts—35,000 

in total—during daytime field trips. But 

at night, the museum takes on a whole 

new life as an unparalleled and exciting 

event venue. One where a seated dinner 

for 150 can be orchestrated next to the 

original Apollo 8 Command Module or a 

holiday gala for 3,000 can be set up in 

the art deco Rotunda amongst the muse-

um’s yearly display of Christmas Trees 

from Around the World. Of the myriad 

options of spaces and setups available, 

it becomes clear that hosting an event at 

a unique venue like MSI becomes more 

than just gorgeous scenery; it’s an unfor-

gettable experience. 

Unlike a traditional venue, planners get 

a whole lot more when they book events 

at a cultural destination like a museum 

“because you automatically receive built-

in atmosphere and entertainment,” says 

Kerrie Van Horn, who, along with col-

league Sarah Finlayson, acts as a senior 

marketing specialist of special events for 

Sodexo’s Leisure division that manages 

food and facilities at venues such as MSI. 

“Unlike static hotel ballrooms, our muse-

ums and other facilities are really unique 

to the city that they’re in and inspire a 

sense of place and time for the meeting 

or reception. When a planner selects a 

cultural destination, they select the back-

drop that the venue brings to the event, 

whether it’s art interactions or exhibits. 

You really get the entire experience of 

what that venue has to offer.”

The Museum of Science and Indus-

try is one of the largest venues Sodexo 

manages in its spread of nearly 40 nation-

wide institutions, which also includes 

zoos, gardens, conference and conven-

tion centers and sporting venues. At MSI 

in particular, Van Horn, Finlayson and 

their team are able to handle the entire 

special events program, which is a huge 

benefit to time-pressed planners looking 

for coordination assistance. “We handle 

all inquiries from the renting or use of 

the venue to the sales and marketing and 

meeting the needs of food and beverage, 

décor and A/V. We try to make it a quick 

and easy one-stop shop for the planner,” 

says Finlayson, who recommends build-

ing in lead time for more custom affairs. 

She also notes the advantages that 

come from helping steer the cultural 

aspects of the event program along with 

the venue. “These institutions are really 

pillars of their own community, and 

when we’re developing special event 

programs, we really look to work along 

with the property to incorporate their 

mission and give the planner every inch 

of what the museum offers,” she says, 

noting that guided tours of limited-time 

exhibits and venue-specific team-build-

ing activities like scavenger hunts are 

often the most popular add-on for meet-

ings and special events.

A฀Night฀at฀the฀Museum

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY, 

CHICAGO, IL
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“I think, given a shift in the economy and in corporate strat-

egy the past two years, planners are now looking for educa-

tional tie-ins more and more. So, while the end result is still 

about enjoyment and networking and fun, there is an added 

need for an educational element to round out the experience,” 

Finlayson adds.

At MSI, for example, the chef’s focus on gastronomy runs 

parallel to the museum’s science-based ethos. “Oftentimes we’d 

find that the educational department was providing liquid nitro-

gen ice cream as a demonstration for students during the day, 

and we worked with them to develop stations we could sell for 

our special events, too,” recalls Van Horn. “It’s an example of 

the bridge we can offer that merges the educational element of 

the facility with something that is very current and hot in the 

special event industry.”

At another venue, The National Zoo in Washington, D.C., 

Sodexo is looking to purchase and build out food trucks that 

will operate on the zoo’s property both for public use and spe-

cial events. “It can be an extra rental or add-on that could be sta-

tioned outside an event at the new Elephant Community Center, 

for example, so guests could grab a treat as they are leaving,” 

says Van Horn of the team’s vision for the new amenity. “This 

type of feature also goes back to the mission of the venue since 

food trucks are very sustainable and seasonal, like the National 

Zoo strives to be.”

There are some restrictions that planners should be aware of 

at unique sites such as these. Van Horn points to the National 

Zoo as an example. “As part of the Smithsonian Museum com-

plex, there can be no social events that are personal in nature 

on site, such as weddings,” she says, also noting some cultural 

properties restrict critical fundraising since they are nonprofits 

themselves. “It’s a venue-to-venue question, but we try to make 

it really clear and visible on Web pages, for example, so that 

clients have all the information up front.” Yet if planners are 

flexible, they can take advantage of some of the best bonuses 

cultural institutions offer, like availability 364 days a year (most 

only close for Christmas Day) and a service orientation that 

aligns with many corporations’ social responsibility programs. 

FORT WORTH MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND HISTORY, FORT WORTH, TX
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“When a planner chooses to embrace a unique facility like a museum or a zoo or a public 

garden, they’re ultimately supporting the arts and programs those venues present to the 

general population,” says Van Horn, noting a specific example of Chicago Botanic Garden, 

which invites at-risk youth to summer programs that teach urban farming; the produce is 

then used in menus for special events. “Since many of our venues are not-for-profits, compa-

nies who book events can inherently affect the future of the properties and their ability to 

move forward with the financial support.” 

So, the next time you book a night at the museum, you can relish in the fact that your part-

ing gift is furthering the experiences of all the students who get to enjoy the exhibits, too.

 

G e t Co n n eC t e d

Sodexo Leisure

sodexousa.com

Museum of Science and Industry

uniquevenues.com/msichicago 

773.753.2583

the national Zoo

uniquevenues.com/nationalzoo 

202.633.4462

Chicago Botanic Garden

uniquevenues.com/ 

chicagobotanicgarden

847.835.5440

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY, CHICAGO, IL

CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN, GLENCOE, IL
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312-413-9875

www.uicforum.uic.edu

525 S. Racine St.

312-413-5700

www.uicpavilion.com

750 S. Halsted St.

312-413-5040

www.meetings.vcsa.uic.edu

University of Illinois at Chicago
event spaces
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Step outside the box 
and into a world of 
fun and innovation.

Unleash the forces of nature at your next 

event.  Get up-close and personal with 

lightning, a tornado, fire and a tsunami.

Events with a twist for 20 to 12,000.

57th Street and Lake Shore Drive

Chicago, IL 60637-2093

Just minutes from downtown.

Convenient indoor parking.

(773) 753-2583

www.msichicago.org/specialevents

and sophisticated cuisine
modern eleganceBring

to your event.

The Dallas Museum of Art, the premier cultural destination in  

the heart of the downtown Dallas Arts District, is the perfect 

location for an elegant event. Make your event a true masterpiece 

by hosting it at the Dallas Museum of Art, featuring world-class 

cuisine and service.

To schedule a personal tour of the event spaces, please contact our  

Special Events staff at 214-922-1382 or visit DallasMuseumofArt-events.com.
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industry updates
NEWS & AWARDS

The University of 

Montana Rocks the 

Bike with Wheel-

Generated Speakers
The campus’ University Center 

in Missoula now offers the One 

Bike/One Speaker Pedal Power 

PA System for both indoor and 

outdoor events. This environmen-

tally friendly (and fully portable) 

speaker system is powered by a 

wheel generator that emits clear, 

amplified audio when someone 

rides the bike hooked up to it. A 

microphone or MP3 player plugs 

directly into the speaker with 

no mixer needed. The bike also 

creates an interactive piece for 

events by inviting participants to 

pedal and be engaged.

uniquevenues.com/

universityofmontana

The Marcum Hotel & Conference Center Renovates 

“Down to the Soap Dish”
Located on the lush campus of Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, The Marcum 

recently completed an overhaul of all its guest rooms and event spaces with an 

emphasis on sustainability. This includes locally sourced menu items, electric car 

charging stations, water bottle refill stations in all conference rooms, geothermal 

units throughout the building and recycling bins in all guest rooms.

uniquevenues.com/themarcum

Airlie Center Shows its Green Thumb with 

Comprehensive Gardening Series

Founded as an “Island of Thought” 50-plus years ago, the Warrenton, Virginia-based 

conference and event center continues its forward-thinking green initiatives with a 

seven-lecture series devoted to organic gardening, flower arranging and beekeeping. 

Sponsored by the Center’s Local Food Project, remaining sessions for 2013 include 

Celebration of Bees (Sept. 8), All About Organic Flowerbuds (Sept. 29) and Fall 

Festival (Oct. 26).

uniquevenues.com/airlie 
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THE CAROLINA GIRL YACHT HOSTS A 

DAY FOR THE KIDS

Charleston, South Carolina’s exclusive 

special events yacht recently treated a 

deserving group from the Epworth’s 

Children’s Home to a day at sea. All 80 

kids got to spend their day aboard the 

100-foot vessel, learning how to operate 

the ship, trying their hand at the GPS and 

sitting in the captain’s chair. When they 

weren’t practicing sounding the horn, 

the group got to dance the day away to 

the music spun by the ship’s DJ and take 

in the views of the harbor. This is the 

third year The Carolina Girl has hosted 

the memorable occasion. 

uniquevenues.com/thecarolinagirl

ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL 

MAKES A QUANTUM LEAP WITH 

NEW SHIP

It’s not only a marvel of physics but also a 

marvel of event destinations. Royal Carib-

bean International recently unveiled its 

newest ship, Quantum of the Seas. With 

newly designed staterooms, innovative 

features and transformative venues, the 

vessel takes cruising (and meeting) to an 

entirely new level with room for nearly 

5,000 guests. Catch sail starting fall 2014 

from New York. 

uniquevenues.com/royalcaribbean
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Convene Takes over ManhaTTan 

wiTh Third innovaTive 

ConferenCe spaCe

In April, Convene (formerly Sentry Cen-

ters) unveiled a new 36,000-square-foot 

site at 32 Old Slip in the financial dis-

trict of Manhattan. Sprawling across the 

second floor of a 36-story, 1.1 million-

square-foot office building, Convene’s 

third and newest location; it joins two 

others in the Midtown area. The space 

underwent a $4 million renovation to 

provide a dozen meeting rooms of vary-

ing sizes including a 212-seat auditorium.

uniquevenues.com/conveneat32

aCCed-i reCognizes iowa sTaTe 

UniversiTy as a one-sTop shop and 

oUTsTanding insTiTUTion

The Conference Planning & Management 

unit of Iowa State University in Ames 

recently received two nods from the 

Association of Collegiate Conference and 

Events Directors-International (ACCED-

I). First, the campus received the 2013 

International Outstanding Institutional 

Achievement Award. Second, they earned 

ACCED-I’s One-Stop Shop certification 

that recognizes collegiate operations that 

deliver one contact, one contract and one 

bill to meeting planners—in this case, for 

groups of 50 to 15,000 participants.

uniquevenues.com/iowastate

industry updates
NEWS & AWARDS

Cool Couples get Married at the Mcnamara alumni Center
Buzzfeed.com, one of the top 100 sites in the U.S. for trending news, named the McNa-

mara Alumni Center in Minneapolis as the 10th coolest place to get married. The list 

includes 22 sites across North America. The center offers breathtaking architecture, 

award-winning D’Amico catering on site and tunnel connections to a 500-car parking 

structure and hotel.

uniquevenues.com/mcnamara



 Meet at 

Gettysburg College and witness  
America’s history

300 North Washington St.

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

17325-1400

Please contact us at 717-337-6390 or www.meetatgettysburg.com for availability of a 

wide array of meeting /conference services including catering, lodging, programming, 

transportation and meeting facilities.

Gettysburg College Conference and Event Services

offers personalized and complete Conference/Meeting services for the 

busy event planner. Easily accessible from Harrisburg, Baltimore and 

Washington DC, Gettysburg College is the perfect retreat location.
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The following pages host a comprehensive index of Unique Venues members across the Unit-

ed States, Canada and the United Kingdom. Each listing is organized alphabetically for ease 

of use and features the name of the property, city and Unique Venues website address, which 

holds even more information for planners.

Uniquevenues.com is the largest online database of non-traditional event venues including 

arenas and stadiums, camps and retreats, colleges and universities, conference and business 

centers, cruise ships, historical and cultural event venues and special event venues. Here, you 

can uncover availability and accommodation offerings including bath types, technology ca-

pabilities, rental fees, plus targeted info about meeting specifications including group capaci-

ties and square footage of each space. You can also view videos and browse photo galleries 

to get the full perspective before making a decision to book your event. The best part is the 

website offers a free search service that requires no fees or registration—and there is no com-

mission for using the site or sending RFPs. You can browse without commitment and request 

additional information with the click of a button.

GET CONNECTED

uniquevenues.com

uniquevenues.ca

uniquevenues.com & uniquevenues.ca

•฀View฀thousands฀of฀unique฀spaces฀in฀the฀U.S.,฀Canada฀and฀the฀U.K.
•฀Browse฀accommodations,฀group฀capacities,฀menus,฀photo฀galleries,฀videos฀and฀more
•฀Use฀a฀free฀RFP฀and฀site฀search฀service฀-฀no฀registration,฀no฀commission,฀no฀fees

Short on time? Call 866.266.6857 and one of our venue 
specialists will find the perfect venue for you, FREE.  

index

Ø
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USA

AlABAMA 

Shocco Springs  
Conference Center // Talladega 

uniquevenues.com/shoccosprings

Tom Bevill Conference 
Center & Hotel // Huntsville 

uniquevenues.com/bevillconfcenter

ARIZONA 
Arizona State University // Tempe 

uniquevenues.com/asu

Black Canyon  
Conference Center // Phoenix 

uniquevenues.com/blackcanyon

Desert Willow  
Conference Center // Phoenix 

uniquevenues.com/desertwillow

High Country Conference 
Center at Northern Arizona 
University // Flagstaff 

uniquevenues.com/highcountrycc

The University of  
Arizona // Tucson 

uniquevenues.com/universityarizona

ARKANSAS 
Arkansas 4-H Center  
// Little Rock 
uniquevenues.com/arkansas4hcenter

CAlIFORNIA 
AMA San Francisco 
Conference Center  
// San Francisco 

uniquevenues.com/amasanfrancisco

California State University 
Channel Islands // Camarillo 

uniquevenues.com/

calstatechannelislands

California State University, 
Northridge // Northridge 

uniquevenues.com/calstatenorthridge

California State University, 
Stanislaus // Turlock 

uniquevenues.com/calstatestanislaus

Chapman University // Orange 

uniquevenues.com/chapman

Concordia University Irvine 
// Irvine 

uniquevenues.com/concordiaIrvine

Event Services at U.C. 
Berkeley // Berkeley 

uniquevenues.com/ucberkeleyunion

Fairplex Hotel & Conference 
Center // Pomona 

uniquevenues.com/fairplexconfctr

loyola Marymount 
University // Los Angeles 

uniquevenues.com/loyolamarymount

Occidental College 
// Los Angeles 

uniquevenues.com/occidental

Pepperdine University // Malibu 

uniquevenues.com/pepperdine

Pickwick Gardens 
Conference Center // Burbank 

uniquevenues.com/pickwick

Pomona College // Claremont 
uniquevenues.com/pomonacollege

San Francisco State 
University // San Francisco 
uniquevenues.com/sfsu

San Jose State University  
// San Jose 

uniquevenues.com/sjsu

San Ramon Valley 
Conference Center // San Ramon 

uniquevenues.com/sanramonvalleycc

Sonoma State University  
// Rohnert Park 

uniquevenues.com/sonomastate

Sparky's Hot Rod Garage 
 // San Carlos 

uniquevenues.com/sparkys

UClA lake Arrowhead 
Conference Center  
// Lake Arrowhead 

uniquevenues.com/uclalakearrowhead

University of California, 
Davis // Davis 

uniquevenues.com/ucdavis

University of California 
 // Los Angeles 

uniquevenues.com/ucla

University of California 
 // Riverside 

uniquevenues.com/ucriverside

University of California, 
Riverside - Palm Desert 
Graduate Center // Palm Desert 

uniquevenues.com/ucrpalmdesert

University of California 
// Santa Barbara 

uniquevenues.com/ucsb

University of California  
// Santa Cruz 

uniquevenues.com/ucsantacruz

University of Redlands 
// Redlands 

uniquevenues.com/univredlands

University Student Union, 
California State University 
// Long Beach 

uniquevenues.com/csulb

Whittier College // Whittier 

uniquevenues.com/whittiercollege

COlORADO 
Colorado College 
// Colorado Springs 

uniquevenues.com/coloradocollege

Colorado Mountain College 
// Leadville 

uniquevenues.com/cmcleadville

Colorado School of Mines 
// Golden 

uniquevenues.com/coloradoschoolmines

Colorado State University 
// Fort Collins 

uniquevenues.com/csu

History Colorado Center 
// Denver 

uniquevenues.com/

coloradohistorymuseum

Pepsi Center // Denver 

uniquevenues.com/pepsicenter

Pueblo Community College 
// Pueblo 

uniquevenues.com/pueblocc

The Manor House // Littleton 

uniquevenues.com/themanorhouseco

University of Colorado Boulder 
// Boulder 

uniquevenues.com/cu

University of Colorado 
// Colorado Springs 

uniquevenues.com/uccs

University of Denver // Denver 

uniquevenues.com/uofdenver

CONNECTICUT  
Southern Connecticut State 
University // New Haven 

uniquevenues.com/southernct

The Amber Room Colonnade 
// Danbury 

uniquevenues.com/amberroom

The Bushnell Center for the 
Performing Arts // Hartford 

uniquevenues.com/bushnellcenter

University of Hartford 
// West Hartford 

uniquevenues.com/univhartford

DElAWARE  
Chase Center on the 
Riverfront // Wilmington 

uniquevenues.com/chasecenter

Delaware Art Museum 
// Wilmington 

uniquevenues.com/delawareartmuseum

University of Delaware  
// Newark 

uniquevenues.com/univdelawarenewark

University of Delaware 
// Wilmington 

uniquevenues.com/udelwilmington

Virden Retreat Center // Lewes 

uniquevenues.com/virden

DISTRICT OF COlUMBIA  

1331 G Conference Center 
// Washington 

uniquevenues.com/1331gconferencecntr

20 F Street NW Conference 
Center // Washington 

uniquevenues.com/20fstreetcc

AMA’s Washington Area 
Executive Conference Center 
// Arlington 
uniquevenues.com/amaarlington

African American Civil War 
Museum // Washington 

uniquevenues.com/afroamcivilwar

District Architecture Center 
// Washington 
uniquevenues.com/

districtarchitecturecenter

Dumbarton House // Washington 

uniquevenues.com/dumbartonhouse

FHI360 Conference Center 
// Washington 

uniquevenues.com/aedconferencecenter

Globe Theater // Washington 

uniquevenues.com/globetheater

Hillyer Art Space // Washington 

uniquevenues.com/hillyerartspace

Ibiza Nightclub // Washington 

uniquevenues.com/ibiza

Josephine Butler Parks Center 
// Washington 

uniquevenues.com/josephinebutlercenter

la Maison Francaise at the 
French Embassy // Washington 

uniquevenues.com/sodexofrenchembassy

Mclean Gardens Ballroom 
// Washington 

uniquevenues.com/mcleangarden

National Academy of Public 
Administration's Conference 
Center // Washington 

uniquevenues.com/napa

National Cathedral School 
// Washington 

uniquevenues.com/

nationalcathedralschool

Nationals Park // Washington 

uniquevenues.com/nationalspark

Opera lounge // Washington 

uniquevenues.com/operalounge

Partnership for Public Service 
Conference Center 
// Washington 

uniquevenues.com/

partnershipconferencecenter

President lincoln's Cottage 
// Washington 

uniquevenues.com/

presidentlincolnscottage

The Carriage House  
// Washington 

uniquevenues.com/carriagehouse

The National Zoo // Washington 

uniquevenues.com/nationalzoo

The Whittemore House 
//Washington 

uniquevenues.com/whittemorehouse
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Trinity Washington University 
// Washington 

uniquevenues.com/trinitycenterdc

Florida 
adam W. Herbert University 
Center, University of North 
Florida // Jacksonville 

uniquevenues.com/univnoflorida

Barry University // Miami Shores 

uniquevenues.com/barry

Florida Gulf Coast University 
// Fort Myers 

uniquevenues.com/floridagulfcoast

Florida institute of Technology 
// Melbourne 

uniquevenues.com/floridatech

University of Florida 
// Gainesville 
uniquevenues.com/univflorida

Zadok Gallery // Miami 

uniquevenues.com/zadokgallery

GEorGia  
aMa atlanta Conference 
Center // Atlanta 

uniquevenues.com/amaatlanta

Brenau University // Gainesville 

uniquevenues.com/brenau

Emory University // Atlanta 

uniquevenues.com/emoryuniv

Georgia institute of 
Technology // Atlanta 

uniquevenues.com/georgiatech

Georgia international Horse 
Park // Conyers 

uniquevenues.com/gahorsepark

Georgia Southern University 
// Statesboro 

uniquevenues.com/georgiasouthern

Georgia State University 
Housing - Conference Services 
// Atlanta 

uniquevenues.com/georgiastate

loFT at Castleberry Hill 
// Atlanta 

uniquevenues.com/castleberryhill

Morrow Center // Morrow 

uniquevenues.com/morrowcenter

The armstrong Center 
// Savannah 

uniquevenues.com/armstrongcenter

The Cleveland l. dennard 
Center // Atlanta 

uniquevenues.com/

clevelanddennardcenter

UGa Hotel and Conference 
Center // Athens 

uniquevenues.com/ugcce

Valdosta State University 
// Valdosta 

uniquevenues.com/valdostastate

idaHo  
North idaho College  
// Coeur d'Alene 

uniquevenues.com/nic

The College of idaho // Caldwell 

uniquevenues.com/collegeofidaho

University of idaho - University 
Support Services // Moscow 
uniquevenues.com/unividaho

illiNoiS  
abraham lincoln Presidential 
library & Museum // Springfield 

uniquevenues.com/lincolnlibrary

allerton Park & retreat Center, 
University of illinois // Monticello 

uniquevenues.com/allertonparkretreat

aMa Chicago Executive 
Conference Center // Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/amachicago

american dental association 
// Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/americandentalassoc

arrowhead Golf Club // Wheaton 

uniquevenues.com/arrowheadgolfclub

Chicago Botanic Garden  
// Glencoe 

uniquevenues.com/chicagobotanicgarden

Chicago's North Shore 
Convention and Visitor's 
Bureau // Skokie 

uniquevenues.com/chicagonorthshorecvb

Cuneo Mansion & Gardens 
// Vernon Hills 

uniquevenues.com/

cuneomansionandgardens

dePaul University - loop 
Campus // Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/depaulloop

 illinois institute of 
Technology // Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/iit

 illinois State University  
// Normal 
uniquevenues.com/illinoisstate

lake Williamson Christian 
Center // Carlinville 

uniquevenues.com/lakewilliamsoncenter

lewis University // Romeoville 

uniquevenues.com/lewisuniv

loyola University Chicago 
// Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/loyolachicago

loyola University Chicago 
retreat & Ecology Campus 
// Woodstock 

uniquevenues.com/lucretreatcenter

Midwest Conference Center 
// Northlake 

uniquevenues.com/midwestconfctr

Museum of Contemporary art 
// Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/mcachicago

Museum of Science and 
industry // Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/msichicago

Navy Pier Chicago // Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/navypier

North Park University // Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/northparkuniv

Northern illinois University 
Conference Centers // Naperville 

uniquevenues.com/niuconferencecenters

St. John's Catholic Newman 
Center // Champaign 

uniquevenues.com/stjohnsnewmanctr

Summit Executive Centre 
// Chicago  

uniquevenues.com/summitcentre

The Field Museum // Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/fieldmuseum

The Hyatt lodge & Hamburger 
University // Oak Brook 

uniquevenues.com/hyattlodge

The John G. Shedd aquarium 
// Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/sheddaquarium

Toyota Park // Bridgeview 

uniquevenues.com/toyotapark

U.S. Cellular Field // Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/uscellularfield

University Center 
Conference // Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/conferencechicago

University of illinois at Chicago 
Event Spaces // Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/uicevents

University of illinois 
Conferences and Special 
Events // Champaign 

uniquevenues.com/uillinoisconferences

Wheaton College // Wheaton 

uniquevenues.com/wheaton

WhirlyBall // Chicago 

uniquevenues.com/whirlyball

iNdiaNa  
anderson University // Anderson 

uniquevenues.com/anderson

Ball State University // Muncie 

uniquevenues.com/ballstate

Bethel College // Mishawaka 

uniquevenues.com/bethelcollege

Earlham College - runyan 
Center // Richmond 

uniquevenues.com/earlham

Manchester University 
// North Manchester 

uniquevenues.com/manchestercollege

Palais royale at Morris 
Performing arts Center 
// South Bend 

uniquevenues.com/palaisroyale2

UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA, TUCSON, AZ
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Purdue University 
// West Lafayette 

uniquevenues.com/purdue

The Children's Museum of 
Indianapolis // Indianapolis 

uniquevenues.com/

indianapolischildrensmuseum

Tilson Conference Center 
// Greenwood 

uniquevenues.com/tilsonconfctr

IOWA  
Iowa State University // Ames 

uniquevenues.com/iowastate

Sunstream Retreat Center 
// Ogden 

uniquevenues.com/sunstream

KENTUCKY  
Northern Kentucky 
University // Highland Heights 

uniquevenues.com/nku

LOUISIANA  
Lindy C. Boggs International 
Conference Center  
// New Orleans 

uniquevenues.com/boggsconfctr

Tulane University  
// New Orleans 

uniquevenues.com/tulane

MAINE  
Bates College // Lewiston 

uniquevenues.com/batescollege

Colby College // Waterville 

uniquevenues.com/colbycollege

Medomak Retreat Center 
// Washington 

uniquevenues.com/medomak

University of Maine // Orono 

uniquevenues.com/univmaine

University of New England 
// Biddeford 

uniquevenues.com/univnewengland

University of Southern Maine 
// Portland 

uniquevenues.com/univsomaine

MARYLAND  
Agricultural History Farm Park 
// Derwood 

uniquevenues.com/agriculturalhistory

Anne Arundel Community 
College // Arnold 

uniquevenues.com/annearundel

Antrim 1844 Country House 
Hotel // Taneytown 

uniquevenues.com/antrim1844

Billingsley Manor // Upper Marlboro 

uniquevenues.com/billingsley

Brookside Gardens // Wheaton 

uniquevenues.com/brooksidegardens

Chesapeake Bay Maritime 
Museum // St. Michaels 

uniquevenues.com/

chesapeakebaymaritime

Coppin State University 
// Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/coppin

Elegant Settings of 
Maryland-National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission 
// Greenbelt 

uniquevenues.com/elegantsettings

Event Centers at 
Montgomery Parks // Potomac 

uniquevenues.com/montgomeryparks

Glenview Mansion & F. Scott 
Fitzgerald Theatre // Rockville 

uniquevenues.com/glenviewmansion

Historic London Town & 
Gardens // Edgewater 

uniquevenues.com/historiclondontown

 Johns Hopkins University 
Conference Services // Baltimore 

uniquevenues.com/johnshopkins

Legg Mason Tower at  
Harbor East // Baltimore 

uniquevenues.com/leggmasontower

Lodge at Little Seneca Creek 
// Potomac 

uniquevenues.com/lodgesenecacreek

National 4-H Youth 
Conference Center  
// Chevy Chase 

uniquevenues.com/national4-h

National Aquarium in 
Baltimore // Baltimore 

uniquevenues.com/

nationalaquariumbaltimore

Newton White Mansion  
// Mitcheville 

uniquevenues.com/newtonwhite

Osprey Point Retreat & 
Conference Center // Royal Oak 

uniquevenues.com/ospreypoint

Oxon Hill Manor // Oxon Hill 

uniquevenues.com/oxonhill

Prince George's Ballroom 
// Landover 

uniquevenues.com/princegeorge

Redskins Special Events at 
FedEx Field // Landover 

uniquevenues.com/fedexfield

Rockwood Manor // Potomac 

uniquevenues.com/rockwoodmanor

Snow Hill Manor // Laurel 

uniquevenues.com/snowhill

Towson University Event & 
Conference Services // Towson 

uniquevenues.com/towsonuniv

Universities at Shady Grove 
Conference Center // Rockville 

uniquevenues.com/shadygrove

University of Baltimore  
// Baltimore 

uniquevenues.com/universityofbaltimore

University of Maryland 
Baltimore County // Baltimore 

uniquevenues.com/umbc

THE AMBER ROOM COLONNADE, DANBURY, CT
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University of Maryland 
// College Park 
uniquevenues.com/umcollegepark

Washington College 
// Chestertown 

uniquevenues.com/washingtoncollege

Woodlawn Manor // Sandy Springs 

uniquevenues.com/woodlawnmanor

MassaChUsetts  
Babson executive 
Conference Center  
// Babson Park (Wellesley) 

uniquevenues.com/babson

Boston College Connors 
Center // Dover 

uniquevenues.com/bcconnorscenter

Boston University // Boston 

uniquevenues.com/bostonuniv

Campus Center at UMass 
// Boston 

uniquevenues.com/umassboston

Curry College // Milton 

uniquevenues.com/currycollege

endicott College // Beverly 

uniquevenues.com/endicott

hampshire College // Amherst 

uniquevenues.com/hampshirecollege

Merrimack College  
// North Andover 

uniquevenues.com/merrimack

Metro Meeting Centers  
// Boston 

uniquevenues.com/metromeetingboston

Misselwood at endicott 
College // Beverly 

uniquevenues.com/misselwood

Mount holyoke College and 
Willits-hallowell Conference 
Center // South Hadley 

uniquevenues.com/mountholyoke

Nichols College // Dudley 

uniquevenues.com/nicholscollege

Plimoth Plantation // Plymouth 

uniquevenues.com/plimothplantation

simmons College // Boston 

uniquevenues.com/simmonscollege

springield College  
// Springfield 

uniquevenues.com/springfield

stonehill College 
Conference & event services 
// Easton 

uniquevenues.com/stonehill

the Conference Center  
at Bentley // Waltham 
uniquevenues.com/conferencectrbentley

the Conference Center at 
Waltham Woods // Waltham 

uniquevenues.com/walthamwoods

the Joseph B. Martin 
Conference Center at harvard 
Medical school // Boston 

uniquevenues.com/

harvardmedicalconferencecenter

the Red Barn at hampshire 
College // Amherst 

uniquevenues.com/theredbarn

the Red Lion Inn // Stockbridge 
uniquevenues.com/redlioninn

tufts University // Medford 

uniquevenues.com/tufts

UMass hotel and Conference 
Center // Amherst 

uniquevenues.com/umassamherst

University of Massachusetts 
// Dartmouth 

uniquevenues.com/umassdartmouth

University of Massachusetts 
// Lowell 

uniquevenues.com/umasslowell

Western New england 
University // Springfield 

uniquevenues.com/wneu

Westield state University 
// Westfield 

uniquevenues.com/westfield

Wylie Inn and Conference 
Center at endicott College  
// Beverly 

uniquevenues.com/wylieInn

MIChIGaN  
Bernhard Center - Western 
Michigan University // Kalamazoo 

uniquevenues.com/westernmichiganuniv

Faholo // Grass Lake 

uniquevenues.com/faholo

Grand Valley state University 
// Allendale 

uniquevenues.com/grandvalleystate

Gull Lake Ministries 
Conference Center  
// Hickory Corners 

uniquevenues.com/gulllake

hope College // Holland 

uniquevenues.com/hopecollege

Lost Valley Retreat Center 
// Gaylord 

uniquevenues.com/lvretreat

Michigan state University 
// East Lansing 

uniquevenues.com/michiganstate

Oakland University - Oakland 
Center // Rochester 

uniquevenues.com/oaklandcenter

saginaw Valley state 
University // University Center 

uniquevenues.com/svsu

Washtenaw Community 
College // Ann Arbor 

uniquevenues.com/wcc

Ypsilanti area Convention & 
Visitors Bureau // Ypsilanti 

uniquevenues.com/ypsilanticvb

MINNesOta  
Macalester College // St. Paul 

uniquevenues.com/macalester

McNamara alumni Center 
// Minneapolis 

uniquevenues.com/mcnamara

Northwestern College 
// St. Paul 

uniquevenues.com/northwestern

Oak Ridge hotel & Conference 
Center // Chaska 

uniquevenues.com/oakridge

st. Catherine University 
// St. Paul 

uniquevenues.com/stcatherineuniv

University of Minnesota 
Conference and event 
services // Minneapolis 

uniquevenues.com/univminnesota

Winona state University  
// Winona 

uniquevenues.com/wsu

MIssOURI  
Charles F. Knight executive 
education & Conference 
Center // St. Louis 

uniquevenues.com/knightcenter

eagle Rock Retreat Center 
// Eagle Rock 

uniquevenues.com/eaglerockretreatctr

Missouri state University 
// Springfield 
uniquevenues.com/missouristate

truman state University 
// Kirksville 

uniquevenues.com/trumanstate

University of Central Missouri 
// Warrensburg 

uniquevenues.com/ucmo

Washington University 
Medical Center eric P Newman 
education Center // St. Louis 

uniquevenues.com/epnec

MONtaNa  
Montana state University 
// Bozeman 

uniquevenues.com/montanastate

the University of Montana 
// Missoula 

uniquevenues.com/universityofmontana

NeBRasKa  
Lied Lodge & Conference 
Center // Nebraska City 

uniquevenues.com/liedlodge

NATIONAL ZOO, WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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University of Nebraska  
// Lincoln 

uniquevenues.com/univnebraska

NEVada  
MEET Las Vegas // Las Vegas 

uniquevenues.com/meetlasvegas

Springs Preserve // Las Vegas 

uniquevenues.com/springspreserve

University of Nevada  
// Las Vegas 

uniquevenues.com/unlv

NEW HaMPSHIRE  
Canobie Lake Park // Salem 

uniquevenues.com/canobielakepark

Franklin Pierce University  
// Rindge 

uniquevenues.com/franklinpierce

Plymouth State University 
// Plymouth 

uniquevenues.com/plymouthstate

Southern New Hampshire 
University // Manchester 

uniquevenues.com/snhu

University of New Hampshire 
Conferences and Catering  
// Durham 

uniquevenues.com/univnewhampshire

NEW JERSEY 
Conference & Event 
Services at Rowan University 
// Glassboro 

uniquevenues.com/rowan

Conference Center at RWJ 
Hamilton // Mercerville 

uniquevenues.com/rwjhamilton

drew University // Madison 

uniquevenues.com/drewuniv

Fairleigh dickinson University 
// Madison 

uniquevenues.com/fairleighdickinson

Georgian Court University 
// Lakewood 

uniquevenues.com/georgiancourt

Kean University Conference 
& Event Services // Union 

uniquevenues.com/keanuniversity

Meadowlands Racetrack 
// East Rutherford 

uniquevenues.com/

meadowlandsracetrack

Raritan Valley Community 
College // Somerville 

uniquevenues.com/raritanvalleycc

Rutgers University - Student 
Centers // New Brunswick 

uniquevenues.com/rutgersstudentcenters

Rutgers University Inn & 
Conference Center  
// New Brunswick 

uniquevenues.com/rutgerscscc

Seton Hall University School of 
Law // Newark 

uniquevenues.com/setonhall

The Conference Center at 
Montclair State University 
// Montclair 

uniquevenues.com/montclairstateconfctr

The Conference Center at 
Union County College  
// Elizabeth 

uniquevenues.com/unioncountycollege

NEW MEXICO  
Institute of american Indian 
arts // Santa Fe 

uniquevenues.com/iaia

St. John's College // Santa Fe 

uniquevenues.com/stjohnsnm

University of New Mexico 
// Albuquerque 

uniquevenues.com/unm

NEW YORK  
adelphi University  
// Garden City 

uniquevenues.com/adelphi

alfred State College // Alfred 

uniquevenues.com/alfredstate

aMa New York Conference 
Center // New York 

uniquevenues.com/amanewyork

Brooklyn College Conference 
Center // Brooklyn 

uniquevenues.com/bccc

Caedmon Spaces // New York 

uniquevenues.com/caedmonspaces

Convene at 32 Old Slip 
(formerly Sentry Centers) 
// New York 

uniquevenues.com/conveneat32

Convene at 730 Third 
avenue (formerly Sentry 
Centers) // New York 

uniquevenues.com/conveneat730

Convene at 810 Seventh 
avenue (formerly Sentry 
Centers) // New York 

uniquevenues.com/conveneat810

Glen Cove Mansion Hotel 
and Conference Center 
// Glen Cove 

uniquevenues.com/glencove

Hofstra University // Hempstead 

uniquevenues.com/hofstra

Ithaca College // Ithaca 

uniquevenues.com/ithaca

Keuka College // Keuka Park 

uniquevenues.com/keuka

Long Island University,  
LIU Post // Brookville 

uniquevenues.com/cwpost

Manhattan Penthouse and 
alger House // New York 

uniquevenues.com/greenmansions

Nyack College // Nyack 

uniquevenues.com/nyack

NYU Wasserman Center for 
Career development // New York 

uniquevenues.com/nyuwasserman

OFFSITE // New York 

uniquevenues.com/offsite

Pace University Conferences 
and Event Planning // New York 

uniquevenues.com/paceuniv

Purchase College, State 
University of New York  
// Purchase 

uniquevenues.com/purchasecollege

Silver Bay YMCa Conference 
and Family Retreat Center 

// Silver Bay 

uniquevenues.com/silverbayymca

Skidmore College 
// Saratoga Springs 

uniquevenues.com/skidmorecollege

St. John's University  
// Queens 

uniquevenues.com/stjohnsqueens

St. John's University  
// Staten Island 

uniquevenues.com/stjohnsstatenisland

BUSHNELL CENTER, HARTFORD, CT
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Stony Brook University - 
Student Activities Center & 
Stony Brook Union  
// Stony Brook 

uniquevenues.com/stonybrookuniv

SUNY Maritime College  
// Bronx 
uniquevenues.com/sunymaritime

SUNYIT // Utica 

uniquevenues.com/sunyIt

The Cooper Union // New York 

uniquevenues.com/cooperunion

The Graduate Center  
// New York 

uniquevenues.com/graduatecenter

Utica College // Utica 

uniquevenues.com/utica

Wagner College // Staten Island 

uniquevenues.com/wagnercollege

NORTH CAROLINA  
Graylyn International 
Conference Center  
// Winston-Salem 

uniquevenues.com/graylyn

Lenoir-Rhyne University  
// Hickory 

uniquevenues.com/lenoirrhyne

Lutheridge Conference & 
Retreat Center // Arden 

uniquevenues.com/lutheridge

Lutherock // Newland 

uniquevenues.com/lutherock

North Carolina Zoological 
Park // Asheboro 

uniquevenues.com/nocarolinazoo

University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill 
// Chapel Hill 

uniquevenues.com/uncchapelhill

University of North Carolina 
at Wilmington // Wilmington 

uniquevenues.com/uncwilmington

Wake Forest University 
// Winston-Salem 

uniquevenues.com/wakeforest

Western Carolina 
University // Cullowhee 

uniquevenues.com/wcu

OHIO  
Ashland University 
Convocation Center  
// Ashland 

uniquevenues.com/ashlanduniversity

Bowling Green State 
University // Bowling Green 

uniquevenues.com/bowlinggreen

Cincinnati Museum Center 
// Cincinnati 

uniquevenues.com/

cincinnatimuseumcenter

 

1797 Plantation — Competitive CMP Pricing — Excellent Customer Service      
Gourmet Chef — Elegant, Private Setting — Guest Lodging for 7-57 

www.carterhallconferences.org 
Contact Rachel Miller at (540) 837-9482 

 gCall 866.266.6587. Give us your dates, 

attendance, location preferences. 

 gOur venue specialists will contact the 

venues that match your requirements.

 gThe venues will respond directly to you. 

No fees, no registration.

free site search service

we’ll fi nd a venue for you, free 
 

OR

uniquevenues.com/assisted-search | 866.266.6857

uniquevenues.com
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Cintas Center at Xavier 
University // Cincinnati 

uniquevenues.com/schiff

COSI Columbus // Columbus 

uniquevenues.com/cosi

Kenyon College // Gambier 

uniquevenues.com/kenyoncollege

Malone University // Canton 

uniquevenues.com/maloneuniv

Miami University-Conference 
Services // Oxford 

uniquevenues.com/muohio

National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center // Cincinnati 

uniquevenues.com/nurfc

The Marcum Hotel & 
Conference Center // Oxford 

uniquevenues.com/themarcum

OKLAHOMA  
Oklahoma Memorial Union 
// Norman 

uniquevenues.com/okmemorialunion

University of Central 
Oklahoma // Edmond 

uniquevenues.com/univcentralok

OREGON  
Lewis & Clark // Portland 

uniquevenues.com/lewisandclark

Oregon State University 
Conference Center // Corvallis 

uniquevenues.com/oregonstate

Paciic University // Forest Grove 

uniquevenues.com/pacificuniv

Salem Conference Center  
// Salem 

uniquevenues.com/

salemconferencecenter

University of Oregon  
// Eugene 

uniquevenues.com/univoregon

PENNSYLVANIA  
Albright College // Reading 

uniquevenues.com/albrightcollege

Allegheny College  
// Meadville/Erie 

uniquevenues.com/allegheny

Bloomsburg University of 
Pennsylvania // Bloomsburg 

uniquevenues.com/bloomsburg

California University of 
Pennsylvania // California 

uniquevenues.com/calu

Carnegie Mellon University 

// Pittsburgh 

uniquevenues.com/carnegiemellon

Conference Center at Penn 
State Great Valley // Malvern 

uniquevenues.com/psugreatvalley

Drexel University // Philadelphia 

uniquevenues.com/drexel

Eastern University 
Conferences // St. Davids 

uniquevenues.com/easternuniv

Elizabethtown College  
// Elizabethtown 

uniquevenues.com/elizabethtowncollege

Event and Conference 
Services at Saint Vincent 
College // Latrobe 

uniquevenues.com/saintvincentcollege

Gettysburg College  

// Gettysburg 

uniquevenues.com/gettysburg

 Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania // Indiana 

uniquevenues.com/iup

Lehigh University // Bethlehem 

uniquevenues.com/lehigh

Marywood University 

// Scranton 

uniquevenues.com/marywood

Millersville University of 
Pennsylvania // Millersville 

uniquevenues.com/millersville

Nittany Lion Inn // State College 

uniquevenues.com/nittanylioninn

Phipps Conservatory and 
Botanical Gardens // Pittsburgh 

uniquevenues.com/phippsconservatory

PNC Park // Pittsburgh 

uniquevenues.com/pncpark

Slippery Rock University 

// Slippery Rock 

uniquevenues.com/slipperyrockuniv

Temple University  

// Philadelphia 

uniquevenues.com/templeuniv

The Conference Center at 
Saint Vincent College // Latrobe 

uniquevenues.com/confctrsvc

The Penn Stater Conference 
Center Hotel // University Park 

uniquevenues.com/pennstater

The Villanova University 
Conference Center // Radnor 

uniquevenues.com/villanovaconfcenter

University of Pennsylvania - 
Perelman Quadrangle  
// Philadelphia 

uniquevenues.com/perelmanquad

University of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown // Johnstown 

uniquevenues.com/upj

University of Scranton 

// Scranton 

uniquevenues.com/universityscranton

Villanova University 
Conferences // Villanova 

uniquevenues.com/villanovauniv

Washington & Jefferson 
College // Washington 

uniquevenues.com/washingtonjefferson

West Chester University of 
Pennsylvania // West Chester 

uniquevenues.com/westchester

RHODE ISLAND  
Salve Regina University 

// Newport 

uniquevenues.com/salveregina

Whispering Pines Conference 
Center // West Greenwich 

uniquevenues.com/whisperingpines

SOUTH CAROLINA  
Furman University Summer 
Programs - Adults & Youth 

// Greenville 

uniquevenues.com/furman

The Bleckley Inn // Anderson 

uniquevenues.com/bleckleyInn

The Carolina Girl Yacht 

// Charleston 

uniquevenues.com/thecarolinagirl

CONVENE MANHATTAN, NEW YORK CITY, NY



Summer 2013 // uniquevenues.com // 75

IN
D

E
X

University of South Carolina, 
Conference and Event 
Services // Columbia 

uniquevenues.com/univsocarolina

Younts Conference Center at 
Furman University // Greenville 

uniquevenues.com/younts

TEnnESSEE  
Elvis Presley's Graceland 

// Memphis 

uniquevenues.com/graceland

Fogelman Executive 
Conference Center // Memphis 

uniquevenues.com/fogelman

Maryville College // Maryville 

uniquevenues.com/maryville

Southern Adventist 
University // Collegedale 

uniquevenues.com/southernadventist

Tennessee State University 

// Nashville 

uniquevenues.com/tennesseestate

The Millennium Conference 
Centre // Johnson City 

uniquevenues.com/

millenniumconferencecentre

The University of Tennessee 

// Knoxville 

uniquevenues.com/univtennessee

Vanderbilt University // Nashville 

uniquevenues.com/vanderbilt

TEXAS 
Circuit of the Americas  

// Austin 

uniquevenues.com/cota

Cooper Hotel, Conference 
Center // Dallas 

uniquevenues.com/cooperguestlodge

Dallas Museum of Art // Dallas 

uniquevenues.com/dallasmuseumofart

Fort Worth Museum of Science 
and History // Fort Worth 

uniquevenues.com/fwmsh

Houston Zoo, Inc. // Houston 

uniquevenues.com/houstonzoo

RAC Houston Conference 
Center // Houston 

uniquevenues.com/racconfcenter

San Antonio Meeting Center 
// San Antonio 

uniquevenues.com/

sanantoniomeetingcenter

Space Center Houston  

// Houston 

uniquevenues.com/spacecenterhouston

Star Fleet Yachts // Kemah 

uniquevenues.com/starfleetyachts

Texas 4-H Conference Center 

// Brownwood 

uniquevenues.com/texas4hconfcenter

The University of Texas at 
Dallas // Richardson 

uniquevenues.com/univtexasdallas

The University of Texas at 
San Antonio // San Antonio 

uniquevenues.com/utsa

Trinity University // San Antonio 

uniquevenues.com/trinityuniversity

University of Houston // Houston 

uniquevenues.com/univhoustonconfserv

UTAH 
Dixie Center at St. George 

// St. George 

uniquevenues.com/dixiecenter

Miller Conference Center at 
Salt Lake Community College 

// Sandy 

uniquevenues.com/millerconfcenter

The Depot // Salt Lake City 

uniquevenues.com/thedepot

University of Utah  

// Salt Lake City 

uniquevenues.com/univutah

Weber State University // Ogden 

uniquevenues.com/weberstate

VERMOnT 
Champlain College  

// Burlington 

uniquevenues.com/champlain

Saint Michael's College  

// Colchester 

uniquevenues.com/saintmichaels

The University of Vermont 

// Burlington 

uniquevenues.com/uvm

VIRGInIA 
AAPA Conference Center 

// Alexandria 

uniquevenues.com/aapa

Airlie Center // Warrenton 

uniquevenues.com/airlie

AMA's Washington Area 
Executive Conference Center 
at Arlington Virginia // Arlington 

uniquevenues.com/amaarlington

ASCE Bechtel Conference 
Center // Reston 

uniquevenues.com/ascebechtel

Collingwood Library & 
Museum // Alexandria 

uniquevenues.com/collingwood

Eastern Mennonite University 

// Harrisonburg 

uniquevenues.com/emu

George Mason University 

// Fairfax 

uniquevenues.com/georgemason

Historic Blenheim // Fairfax 

uniquevenues.com/historicblenheim

James Madison University 

// Harrisonburg 

uniquevenues.com/JMU

Longwood University 

// Farmville 

uniquevenues.com/longwood

Marymount University 

// Arlington 

uniquevenues.com/marymountuniversity

Old Dominion University 

// Norfolk 

uniquevenues.com/olddominion

Old Town Hall // Fairfax 

uniquevenues.com/oldtownhall

Radford University // Radford 

uniquevenues.com/radford

Richmond Raceway Complex 

// Richmond 

uniquevenues.com/richmondraceway

The Carter Hall Conference 
Center // Millwood 

uniquevenues.com/carterhall

The College of William and 
Mary // Williamsburg 

uniquevenues.com/williamandmary

The Sherwood Center // Fairfax 

uniquevenues.com/thesherwood

Virginia Tech Research Center 

// Arlington 

uniquevenues.com/vatechresearchctr

Waterview Conference Center 

// Arlington 

uniquevenues.com/waterview

WASHInGTOn 

Central Washington University 

// Ellensburg 

uniquevenues.com/cwu

Paciic Lutheran University 

// Tacoma 

uniquevenues.com/pacificlutheran

Seattle University 

// Seattle 

uniquevenues.com/seattleuniv

University of Puget Sound 

// Tacoma 

uniquevenues.com/univpugetsound

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE & INDUSTRY, CHICAGO, IL
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University of Washington 

// Seattle 

uniquevenues.com/univwashington

WEst VirGiNiA 
Mountainside Conference 
Center at Bethany College 

// Bethany 

uniquevenues.com/

mountainsideatbethany

shepherd University 

// Shepherdstown 

uniquevenues.com/shepherd

tamarack Conference Center 
// Beckley 

uniquevenues.com/tamarack

WisCONsiN 
Marquette University 
Conference services  

// Milwaukee 

uniquevenues.com/marquette

the Conference Center at 
George Williams College 

// Williams Bay 

uniquevenues.com/georgewilliams

University of Wisconsin 
// Platteville 

uniquevenues.com/uwplatteville

OVEr 300 GLOBAL POrts 
OF CALL 
royal Caribbean Adventure  
of the seas 
uniquevenues.com/adventureoftheseas

royal Caribbean Allure  
of the seas 
uniquevenues.com/allureoftheseas

royal Caribbean Brilliance  
of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/brillianceoftheseas

royal Caribbean Enchantment 
of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/

enchantmentoftheseas

royal Caribbean Explorer  
of the seas 
uniquevenues.com/exploreroftheseas

royal Caribbean Freedom  
of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/freedomofhe seas

royal Caribbean Grandeur  
of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/grandeuroftheseas

royal Caribbean 
independence of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/

independenceoftheseas

royal Caribbean international 
uniquevenues.com/royalcaribbean

royal Caribbean Jewel  
of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/jeweloftheseas

royal Caribbean Legend  
of the seas 
uniquevenues.com/legendoftheseas

royal Caribbean Liberty  
of the seas 
uniquevenues.com/libertyoftheseas

royal Caribbean Majesty  
of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/majestyoftheseas

royal Caribbean Mariner  
of the seas 
uniquevenues.com/marineroftheseas

royal Caribbean Monarch  
of the seas 
uniquevenues.com/monarchoftheseas

royal Caribbean Navigator  
of the seas 
uniquevenues.com/navigatoroftheseas

royal Caribbean Oasis  
of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/oasisoftheseas

royal Caribbean radiance  
of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/radianceoftheseas

royal Caribbean rhapsody  
of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/rhapsodyoftheseas

royal Caribbean serenade  
of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/serenadeoftheseas

royal Caribbean splendour  
of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/splendouroftheseas

royal Caribbean Vision  
of the seas 
uniquevenues.com/visionoftheseas

royal Caribbean Voyager  
of the seas 

uniquevenues.com/voyageroftheseas

CANADA

ALBErtA  
Cineplex Alberta 

uniquevenues.com/cineplexalberta

Cineplex Odeon Eau Claire 
Market Cinemas // Calgary 

uniquevenues.ca/cineplexeauclaire

Cineplex Odeon south 
Edmonton // Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/

cineplexodeonsouthedmonton

Cineplex Odeon Windemere & 
ViP Cinemas // Edmonton 

uniquevenues.ca/

cineplexodeonwindemere

Cineplex Odeon sunridge 
spectrum Cinemas // Calgary 

uniquevenues.com/

cineplexodeonsunridge

EPCOr CENtrE for the 
Performing Arts // Calgary 

uniquevenues.ca/epcorcentre

Headspace // Calgary 

uniquevenues.ca/headspace

MacEwan University // Edmonton 

uniquevenues.ca/macewanuniv

Metropolitan Centre // Calgary 

uniquevenues.ca/metropolitancentre

Mount royal University Events 
and Conference services 

// Calgary 

uniquevenues.ca/mruecs

scotiabank theatre Chinook 

// Calgary 

uniquevenues.ca/cineplexchinook

the Banff Centre // Banff 

uniquevenues.ca/banffctr

University of Alberta 
Conference Centre // Edmonton 

uniquevenues.ca/ualberta

University of Calgary // Calgary 

uniquevenues.ca/univcalgary 

BritisH COLUMBiA 

Bill reid Gallery of Northwest 
Coast Art // Vancouver 

uniquevenues.ca/billreidgallery

residence & Conference 
Centre Kamloops // Kamloops 

uniquevenues.com/

thompsonriverskamloops

scotiabank theatre Vancouver 

// Vancouver 

uniquevenues.ca/scotiabankvancouver

simon Fraser University 

// Burnaby 

uniquevenues.ca/simonfraser

simon Fraser University 
Meeting, Event & Conference 
services (MECs) // Vancouver 

uniquevenues.ca/morriswosk

squamish Lil’wat Cultural 
Centre // Whistler 

uniquevenues.ca/squamishcentre

the Columbia // New Westminster 

uniquevenues.ca/thecolumbia

University of British Columbia 
- Okanagan // Kelowna 

uniquevenues.ca/ubcokanagan

University of British 
Columbia // Vancouver 

uniquevenues.ca/ubc

Vancouver Aquarium Marine 
science Centre // Vancouver 

uniquevenues.ca/vancouveraquarium

Vancouver Art Gallery  

// Vancouver 

uniquevenues.ca/vancouverartgallery

Vancouver Lookout // Vancouver 

uniquevenues.ca/vancouverlookout

ROYAL CARIBBEAN
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Manitoba 
Cineplex odeon McGillivray  
& ViP // Winnipeg 

uniquevenues.ca/cineplexmcgillivray

University of Manitoba 
Conference & Catering 
Services // Winnipeg 

uniquevenues.ca/univmanitoba

nEW bRUnSWiCK  
University of new brunswick 

// Fredericton 
uniquevenues.ca/unb

nEWFoUnDLanD 
Memorial University - St. John’s 
Campus // St. John’s 
uniquevenues.ca/memorialunivstjohns

Memorial University, Grenfell 
Campus // Corner Brook 
uniquevenues.ca/memorialuniv

noVa SCotia  
Mount Saint Vincent University 
//Halifax 
uniquevenues.ca/msvu

ontaRio 
boreal College // Sudbury 
uniquevenues.ca/borealcollege

Cambrian College // Sudbury 
uniquevenues.ca/cambriancollege

Canadore College // North Bay 
uniquevenues.ca/canadore

Carleton University’s 
Conference Services // Ottawa 
uniquevenues.ca/carletonuniv

CinEPLEX Entertainment 
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/cineplex

Cineplex odeon Queensway 
Cinemas // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/

cineplexodeonqueensway

Cineplex odeon Varsity 
Cinemas & ViP // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/cineplexodeonvarsity

Cineplex odeon, Yonge and 
Dundas // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/

cineplexodeonyongedundas

Conestoga Residence & 
Conference Centre // Kitchener 
uniquevenues.ca/conestogaresidence

Durham College Residence & 
Conference Centre // Oshawa 
uniquevenues.ca/durhamcollege

Fanshawe College 
Conference Services // London 
uniquevenues.ca/fanshawecollege

Georgian Conference and 
Event Services // Barrie 
uniquevenues.ca/

georgianconferenceservices

aqua.org 

410.576.3869

VENUE ADVERTISERS!

DID YOU MISS OUT ON 
THIS ISSUE?

FEATURE YOUR VENUE! 
Contact Jeanne Feathers at 814.254.1310

or jeanne@uniquevenues.com

Unique Venues Magazine is the best way to reach 35,000+ 
professional and part-time meeting and event planners in the 
United States and Canada. 

Unique Venues — promoting unique spaces for over 25 years. 
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Humber Accommodations & 
Conference Services // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/humber

Ivey ING Direct Leadership 
Centre // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/iveying

Mohawk College & Residence 
Conference Centre // Hamilton 
uniquevenues.ca/mohawkhamilton

Niagara College  
// Niagara on the Lake 
uniquevenues.ca/niagaranotl

Niagara College // Welland 

uniquevenues.ca/niagarawelland

Nipissing University Residence 
and Conference Services  
// North Bay 
uniquevenues.ca/nipissing

Residence & Conference 
Centre Brampton at Sheridan 
College // Brampton 
uniquevenues.ca/sheridanbrampton

Residence & Conference 
Centre Oakville at Sheridan 
College // Oakville 
uniquevenues.ca/sheridanoakville

Ryerson Conference 
Services and Lodging  
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/ryerson

Scotiabank Theatre Toronto 
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/scotiabanktoronto

Seneca Residence & 
Conference Centre King City 
Campus // King City 
uniquevenues.ca/senecakingcity

Seneca Residence & 
Conference Centre Newnham 
Campus // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/senecanewnham

Silvercity Yorkdale Cinemas 
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/silvercityyorkdale

St. Andrew’s Club & 
Conference Centre // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/standrewsclub

TMX Broadcast Centre // Toronto 

uniquevenues.com/tmxbroadcast

Trent University // Peterborough 
uniquevenues.ca/trentuniv

University of Toronto 
Mississauga // Mississauga 
uniquevenues.ca/utoronto

Western University // London 
uniquevenues.ca/uwesternontario

QUEBEC 
Scotiabank Theatre Montreal 
// Montreal 
uniquevenues.ca/cineplexmontreal

Sherbrooke Exhibition Centre 
// Sherbrooke 
uniquevenues.ca/destinationsherbrooke

SASKATCHEWAN 

Galaxy Cinemas Regina 
// Regina 
uniquevenues.ca/galaxyregina

Galaxy Cinemas 
// Saskatoon 
uniquevenues.ca/galaxycinemas

UK 

EAST OF ENGLAND 
Cass Centre // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/casscentre 

Christ’s College // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/christscollege

Churchill College // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/churchill

Clare College // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/clare

Conference Cambridge  
// Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/conferencecambridge

Corpus Christi College  
// Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/corpuschristi

Downing College // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/downing

Emmanuel College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/emmanuel

Fitzwilliam College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/fitzwilliam

Girton College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/girton

Gonville & Caius College 
// Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/gonville

Homerton College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/homerton

Hughes Hall // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/hugheshall

Jesus College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/jesuscollege

King’s College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/kingscollege

Lucy Cavendish // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/lucycavendish

Madingley Hall  
// Madingley, Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/madingleyhall

Magdalene College // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/magdalene

Moller Centre // Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/mollercentre

Murray Edwards College  
// Cambridge 
uniquevenues.com/newhall

BANFF CENTRE, ALBERTA, CANADA
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Newnham College // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/newnham

Pembroke College // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/pembroke

Peterhouse // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/peterhouse

Pitt Building // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/pittbuilding

Queens’ College // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/QueensCollege

Robinson College // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/robinson

Selwyn College // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/selwyn

Sidney Sussex // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/sidneysussex

St. Catharine’s College 

// Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/stcatharines

St. Edmunds College 

// Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/stedmunds

St. John’s College 

// Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/stjohns

Trinity Hall // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/trinityhall

University Buildings 

// Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/universitybuildings

University Centre // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/universitycentre

West Road Concert Hall  
// Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/westroad

Westminster College  
// Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/westminsteruk

Wolfson Court // Cambridge 

uniquevenues.com/wolfson

UŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ ŽĨ MĂƐƐĂĐŚƵƐĞƩ Ɛ BŽƐƚŽŶ
www.umb.edu/campus_center   ͻ   campuscenter.sales@umb.edu   ͻ   617.287.4800
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Personalities

This year, American Management Asso-

ciation (AMA) welcomes its 90th birth-

day. At the helm of the celebrations is 

Valerie Mazzilli-Brown, who has just as 

much reason to mark the occasion. In 20 

years, she has risen from an administra-

tive assistant role to a noted position as 

the manager of meeting planning, sup-

porting the organization’s five locations 

in Atlanta, Chicago, New York City, San 

Francisco and Washington, D.C. With 

her unique marketing strategies and an 

eternal love of working with people, 

Mazzilli-Brown is ready to bring her com-

pany into its centennial.

UniqUe VenUes: What has been your 

favorite part of your job thus far?

Valerie Mazzilli-Brown: “We used 

to organize two large conferences—the 

Administrative Professionals Confer-

ence and the Human Resources Confer-

ence, both for more than 2,000 attend-

ees. I became the planner for the APC, 

which was the highlight of my career. 

It was a three-and-a-half day event with 

20 concurrent sessions at a major venue 

such as Vegas or Orlando. I loved creat-

ing themes and working with vendors to 

make it a reality.”

UV: What skills have helped you succeed in 

your career? 

VMB: “Negotiation and people skills. I’m 

good at negotiating and understanding 

contracts, but I also love working with 

people—from my vendors to my sup-

pliers to the customers. I’ve found that 

quick follow-up is important, especially 

with leads. I look forward to talking to 

customers and seeing if we can fit their 

needs at one of the AMA Centers.”

UV: What have been some of the strategies 

you’ve developed to make AMA thrive?

VMB: “First, I interpret data that comes 

in, anything from industry segments to 

job titles and locations. Then I research 

the marketplace. I analyze what com-

panies do business with us now, and I 

pursue other similar individuals. I also 

develop solid partnerships with conven-

tion bureaus, neighborhood alliances 

and chambers and see what marketing 

opportunities they have available. Event 

marketing and getting the word out is re-

ally the focus of my job, so I’ve created 

online campaigns and e-blasts that have 

been effective. Most of my job is in figur-

ing out where people can find us so I re-

ally try to find ways to reach customers.”

UV: Have you found any challenges?

VMB: “When you’re dealing with the 

public, there’s always something to han-

dle. At other conference and meeting 

centers I’ve worked with, I dealt with ev-

erything from Internet blackouts to fires, 

choking victims, non-working escalators 

and floods. As a planner, you preplan as 

much as you can for your event, so when 

things like this happen, you are on au-

topilot and ready to find solutions. You 

have to know your resources, whether 

it be people or your history of working 

with venues.”

UV: What benefits does AMA  

offer to planners?

VMB: “We don’t nickel and dime anyone, 

and we have no service charges. Our 

purpose and premise is to make meet-

ings simple and affordable. We run 3,000 

meetings and training seminars inside 

and outside our centers every year; be-

cause we’re planners, we have a strong 

understanding and empathy of what 

planners want and need.”

Girl on Fire
With 20 years at American Management Association Executive Conference Centers, 

Valerie Mazzilli-Brown makes all the right calls when it comes to conferences  

(and events and seminars…)

BY SELENA FRAGASSI

G e t Co n n eC t e d

aMa executive Conference Centers 

uniquevenues.com/ama-centers





The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission  

Department of  Parks & Recreation, Prince George’s County, Maryland   

www.pgelegantsettings.com • 301-446-3240  TTY 301-446-6802

Billingsley House l Darnall’s Chance l Montpelier Mansion 

Newton White Mansion l Oxon Hill Manor l Prince George’s Ballroom 

Riversdale House l   Snow Hill Manor

The Great Room at Laurel-Beltsville senior activity center (pictured above)

Experience our elegant settings, located close to Washington, D.C., Baltimore and northern Virginia.


