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The University of Washington is a recognized 

leader in educating the next generation of thinkers, 

doers and leaders. In a place where new discoveries 

happen every day, the UW provides an ideal setting 

for your next conference, lecture or meeting. 

Our high-tech meeting spaces and new housing 

and dining facilities surrounded by the natural 

beauty of the Pacific Northwest ensure an 

exceptional experience for your attendees.

For more information about our conference 

facilities or to make a reservation, 

call us at 206-543-7636 or visit 

www.hfs.washington.edu/conferences.

meet  |  engage  |  celebrate

Discover
University of Washington
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50 College Street • South Hadley, MA 01075 
413-538-2333 • www.meetatmhc.com

Mount Holyoke College welcomes your 
conference or meeting to our historic 
and scenic campus. Our facilities 
include the Willits-Hallowell Conference 
Center and Hotel, a full-service facility. 
We offer central coordination of state-
of-the-art classrooms and auditoriums, 
athletic facilities, professional catering, 
media services, and residence hall 
accommodations.

Mount Holyoke College – a premier 
liberal arts college – is located in the 
heart of the Pioneer Valley of western 
Massachusetts, one of the nation’s 
most culturally vibrant regions. We’re 
minutes from interstate highways and 
35 miles from Bradley International 
Airport in Hartford, Connecticut.

Make It Memorable

MountHolyoke_UVFall13_FP_Rev.indd   1 8/16/13   3:03 PM

SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE

Impress with an event at
SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE.

Let us host your next event and 
share the culinary talents of 
Executive Chef Andrew C. Hall. 
With more than 20 years of 
professional service, including 
at the Canyon Ranch in Lenox, 
Mass., Chef Drew is skilled 
in contemporary cuisine.

Our culinary and event staffs 
are flexible, creative, and budget 
friendly for events of all sizes.  

Meetings t Events t Retreats t Conferences
Office of Conferences and Special Events, 263 Alden Street, Springfield, Massachusetts 01109
(413) 748-5287, springfieldcollege.edu/specialevents

Springfield College promotes balanced living through its Humanics philosophy of educating 
the whole person—in spirit, mind, and body—for leadership in service to others.

Chef Andrew C. Hall 
Executive Chef and 

cookbook author

We treat your guests 
like they’re our guests. 
We manage your budget 
like it’s our budget.
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UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND STUDENTS
www.pennstatehotels.com 800-233-7505

HotelsTwHTwHotelsTwotelsotelsootelsotelsTwotelsootelsTwotels HoHonorsnorsnorHigh
withHotels

The Nittany Lion Inn and the Penn Stater Conference Center 
Hotel are home to Central Pennsylvania's premier conference 
facilities. Guests enjoy modern meeting rooms, one-of-a-kind 
dining experiences, a long list of unrivaled amenities, and 
the collegiality of Penn State’s famed hospitality.
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Summer-Fall 2014 Curry College is the ideal location for conferences, corporate
retreats, summer camps, educational programs, and more!

Hosting your next event at Curry College offers:
• A beautiful small town setting with easy access to Boston
• State-of-the-art auditorium, classrooms, athletic facilities,   

professional catering, and media services
• Overnight accommodations during summer months
• Affordable and diverse packaged pricing

To learn more, or request a visit please call (617) 333-2993
or email mdemakis0507@curry.edu

Curry College
E v e n t  &  C o n f e r e n c e  S e r v i c e s

703-993-9754
SMconservation.gmu.edu

Located at the 

Smithsonian 

Conservation 

Biology Institute 

(SCBI) in the 

foothills of the 

Shenandoah 

Mountains, just 

sixty miles west of 

Washington, D.C.

SMSC Living and Learning Community

1500 Remount Road  •  Front Royal, VA 22630

Meeting space and overnight accommodations 
available year-round!
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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

JUST LAST NIGHT, I WAS HAVING DINNER WITH a friend 
of mine who eats only gluten-free meals. When the waiter came over 
to take her order, it took the waiter nearly 10 minutes to get it all on 
paper, listing how she wanted her salmon cooked and the ingredients she 
needed removed from her salad. The waiter answered her questions with 

ease and even brought over gluten-free bread fresh from the oven. I was 
impressed with all the ways the restaurant was trying to accommodate her, but I 
shouldn’t have been. This is the new normal.

In today’s Foodie Nation, not only are consumers choosier than ever when it 
comes to dining out, but the meetings and events industry has also had to quickly 
sharpen their kitchen tools as well to cater to ever-changing dietary needs and wants. 

Colleges and universities are no different—in fact, they have been adhering to 
these demands for far longer. Just take one look at the demographics on a campus 
and you’ll see students from every state, country, religious affiliation and cultural 
background, many with specific dietary accommodations that need to be met on a 
daily basis. These are dining services’ customers for eight months every year, and 
campus food service (much like academics, sports, clubs, area attractions, etc.) help 
attract and keep students. The fact that campuses deal with this effortlessly year-
round makes them all the more prepared to host a group on campus that has unique 
catering requirements.

Requirements like bringing in a Rabbi for kosher meals, finding specific ingredi-
ents from the local Asian market or even allowing a group to bring in their own chef 
and food. Don’t even bother asking a hotel to do that—you and I both know the 
answer. Flexibility is the plate du jour of colleges and universities, and it’s just one 
more reason why groups should consider meeting here. Because they don’t sweat it, 
even when there are many cooks in the kitchen.

Michele Nichols, Founder
Unique Venues
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Babs  n meetings
a cut above
Advanced meeting facilities, award-winning dining, thoughtful amenities.

For information or to schedule a meeting: 
babsonecc.com  / 781.239.5800  / beccsales@babson.edu

MEETINGS THAT DEFY ORDINARY.
SERVICE THAT DEFINES EXTRAORDINARY.

The University of Vermont…MEET, EAT, and SLEEP in a GREEN environment.
Conference and Event Services • Burlington, Vermont 05405 • 802.656.5665 • www.uvm.edu/conferences

• LEED Gold certified accommodations, meeting and event space
• Accommodate summer camps, conferences, weddings and special events
• Meeting spaces with state-of-the-art audio/visual
• Provide event management services for all size groups
• Caterer specializing in local food
• Conveniently located three miles from the Burlington International Airport
• Located between the Vermont Green Mountains and Lake Champlain 

UVSF14_PubLetter_DRAFT4.indd   9 8/12/14   6:01 PM



Meeting...
your needs.

	 •	State	of	the	art	audiovisual	&	meeting	presentation	equipment
	 •	Year-round	event	space
	 •	Summer	accommodations	available	June	&	July
	 •	On-site	caterer	available	but	not	required
	 •	On-line	web	registration	services
	 •	On-site	and	off-site	registration	and	event	management	services

Conference	Services
www.jhu.edu/conferences  |  410-516-3962
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power points
CLIFF NOTES

 FACT or  FICTION:
The Real Truth about Meeting on Campus

Do you know the truth—the whole truth—about convening on a college campus? Unique Venues has put 
together this quick reference list giving you the fact and fiction behind all the myths you might have heard. 

Get ready to test your knowledge about school grounds!

You always have to bring your own linens.

All campuses are available year-round. 

A/V and Wi-Fi are more expensive than hotels.

Parking can be challenging.

Dining is similar to hospital food and mall 
food courts.

I’ll be showering with 20 of my  
fellow attendees.

A group can easily get lost on a big campus.

A group will be required to provide insurance.

Guests will have to disrupt their  
workout routines.

Attendees will enjoy meeting on campus.

FICTION. Sometimes you will need to do so, but not 
always. Ask before booking. 

FICTION. Some schools only have openings in the 
summer when students are gone and others operate 
year-round, providing a variety of options. 

FICTION. They have proven to be more cost effective 
and often free of charge.

FACT. However campus conference professionals will 
work with your group to make it as easy as possible.

FICTION. Students are demanding when it comes 
to culinary choices. They get high quality food and 
therefore so do groups.

FICTION. While some campuses do have communal 
showers, the vast majority have private or semi-private 
bath accommodations.

FICTION. You can often keep all your meetings and 
events in one building or area of campus.

FACT. Many campuses require it, although doing so 
will keep your costs down.

FICTION. Many campuses have extensive rec centers 
with state-of-the-art fitness equipment. Sometimes it 
will include a daily fee or it might be included.

FACT. Most haven’t stepped foot on campus since 
graduation day. They will find it refreshing, nostalgic 
and most importantly, educational. 

Answer key:

Meeting...
your needs.

	 •	State	of	the	art	audiovisual	&	meeting	presentation	equipment
	 •	Year-round	event	space
	 •	Summer	accommodations	available	June	&	July
	 •	On-site	caterer	available	but	not	required
	 •	On-line	web	registration	services
	 •	On-site	and	off-site	registration	and	event	management	services

Conference	Services
www.jhu.edu/conferences  |  410-516-3962
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expert advice BY PERRY HACKER

CLIFF NOTES

PERRY HACKER
Director, University Guest House & 
Conference Center at the  
University of Utah

If You Build It, They Will Come:
New Campus Hotels and Conference Centers  
are Good for Everyone

GET CONNECTED
University of Utah
UniqueVenues.com/UnivUtah
(801) 587.2980

MEET, EAT AND SLEEP IN ONE SPOT. 
With overnight accommodations and all the 
facilities for meetings and activities during 
the day located in one site, there’s no need to 
go off-site to work or relax.  

THE TITANS OF TECHNOLOGY. Be-
cause campuses cater to students first and 
foremost, they have a lot of demand when it 
comes to technology. Universities have built 
in resources like media departments, IT di-
visions and super fast connections you won’t 
find in a hotel, all of which are provided for 
in the conference center.

EXPERTS AT HAND. Need a brilliant guest 
speaker or a keynote address for your confer-
ence? Tap into a whole network of professors 
and experts that can come with compelling 
research and resources to discuss.

LOWER COSTS. Campuses are by and 
large non-profit organizations, which 
means they don’t have the same market 
costs as traditional venues and can there-
fore keep the prices of conference spaces 
and guest rooms affordable.

CENTRAL BILLING. With the advent of 
these new spaces and services, more and 
more campuses are becoming One-Stop 
Shop Certified, which means you can 
coordinate with one office and one bill 

for the multitude of resources you’ll use 
during your stay. 

BETTER CUSTOMER SERVICE. Many of 
the employees of the hotels are in fact stu-
dents who are always friendly and eager to 
help out. Our goal is to be customer-oriented.

EDUCATION IS KEY. As a learning insti-
tution, our primary goal is to give an educa-
tional experience that will meet your confer-
ence’s bottom line of providing information 
and training.

MORE TO DO. Not only are campuses full 
of educational opportunities but after ses-
sions, groups can spend time in rec centers, 
on biking paths, in movie theatres, bowling 
alleys or stadiums for more entertainment. 
Every campus has something unique about 
it to enjoy.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT. Dining op-
tions are limitless and fit every budget, from 
boxed lunches to a buffet to full catering. 
Many schools offer a variety of caterers to 
choose from as well.

WE’RE ALWAYS BUILDING. That means 
where you stay and convene will most often 
be brand-new or revitalized and given the 
most modern amenities. 

If you’ve had a look around a college or university campus lately, you 
might notice a flurry of construction zones. That’s because, in addition 
to renovating existing buildings, campuses are welcoming new additions 
with a number of hotels and conference centers that allow them to retain a 
competitive advantage—and then some. Here are 10 reasons why these new 
buildings can benefit every planner.

Located just a short distance from 

Manhattan, our four NY campuses are 

ideally suited for business meetings, 

training seminars, workshops, or summer 

conferences.  Our Queens, Staten Island, 

Oakdale, and Manhattan campuses 

each offer a unique identity that can be 

tailored to the needs of our guests.

Our professional conference services 

staff will assist you with every step as

you plan your next event.

modern facilities  •  state-of-the-art

audiovisual technology  •  wireless

internet access  •  extensive catering

to fi t all tastes  •  on-campus housing

accommodations for all group sizes

csevents@stjohns.edu   |   718-990-7300   |   stjohns.edu/conferences

Big City meetings, Small City price!
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technology

cool idea

CLIFF NOTES

A Smart Accessory 
for Your

LET’S ADMIT IT—WE ARE LITERALLY ATTACHED TO OUR 
PHONES, which makes it all the more defeating when we 
miss any sort of call or text message. Now, a new bracelet will 
make sure you start Vybe-ing better with your device even 
when you’re not right next to it. Vybe’s Bluetooth-enabled 
design gives you alerts for your phone’s every activity (and can 
be customized only for the notifications you need). It vibrates 
once for each message and repeatedly for incoming calls. It 
also has the capability to alert you when you are more than 50 
feet away from your phone so you’re never in fear of losing it 

or leaving it behind at a restaurant or store.
Vybe is compatible with iPhone 4S, iPhone 5/5C/5S and 

all Android, Windows and Blackberry models that support 
Bluetooth 4.0, and can last up to four days on a single charge. 
It’s available in seven colors, including green, blue, yellow, 
pink, red, black and white and can be worn on the wrist or 
ankle with an extender. 

TO ORDER YOURS OR SEND ONE AS A GIFT, VISIT 
WEARVYBE.COM.

SMART PHONE

MAKING BEDS is Less of a Burden
NEVER WASH YOUR SHEETS AGAIN! That’s right, thanks to a new invention called Laundry-Free Linens® from Bean-
town Bedding, conference guests and coordinators no longer have to worry about clean sheets or limited housekeep-
ing options available on-site. These hypoallergenic sheets are actually disposable, made from eco-friendly renewable 
botanic fibers that are not only comfortable but also compostable.

Sheet sets can be ordered ahead of time and delivered right to the 
venue for your guests to pick up upon arrival. The product line 
includes full, no-wash sets (with fitted and flat sheets and pillow-
cases) and pillowcase-only packages that can be used up to two 
weeks before discarding, composting or recycling—which 
also means energy and water saved. With this product 
line, now you can really sleep easy. 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE  
CONVENIENT, ECO-FRIENDLY SHEETS  
AND PLACE AN ORDER, VISIT  
BEANTOWNBEDDING.COM

Transforming our space into your place

C O N F E R E N C E  &  E V E N T  S E R V I C E S  |  B O W L I N G  G R E E N  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

We can become exactly what you need.  

Whether you’re planning a business or youth conference, corporate training workshop, 
spiritual retreat, sports camp, or educational symposium, our professional event management 
team takes a personalized approach to hosting conferences and events of all styles and sizes. 
At Bowling Green State University in Northwest Ohio, we literally transform our space into 

your place.  Call today, so that we can begin preparing our campus for your visit.

419-372-9019   |   planevents@bgsu.edu   |   www.bgsu.edu/conferences

BowlingGreen_UVFall13_FP.indd   1 8/14/13   5:39 PM
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home-cooked meal
CLIFF NOTES

GET CONNECTED
Yale University

UniqueVenues.com/yale
(203) 432.0465

INGREDIENTS:
½ lb.  flour

2 sticks  butter

8 cups  beer, preferably bass ale

2 cups  heavy cream

5 lbs.  grated extra sharp  
 cheddar cheese

6 shakes  Tabasco sauce

6 tsp  Worcestershire sauce

1½ caps  Colemans mustard

Kosher salt, to taste

* Makes about 30 servings

Mory’s Welsh Rarebit
Courtesy of Mory’s Restaurant at Yale University

TO PREPARE:
1.  Make a blonde roux using the flour and butter: Gently melt the 

butter in the pot you will make the rarebit in, and then whisk in 
the flour until it’s smooth—but don’t cook it.

2.  Slowly whisk the beer and heavy cream into the roux mix and turn 
the flame to medium heat.

3.  Bring the mixture to a simmer for 5 minutes. Keep whisking to 
ensure it is homogenous and free of lumps.

4.  Lower the heat and add the cheese slowly while you continue  
to whisk. 

5.  Once you have added all of the cheese, turn off the heat.

6.  Add all of the dry ingredients and whisk them in vigorously. 

7.  Adjust seasoning preferences with salt.  

Mory’s has been a tradition of Yale University since 1849 with world-
class cuisine for lunch and dinner and private rooms for groups. Welsh 

Rarebit is a popular cheese fondue starter dish served with bread.
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signature drink
CLIFF NOTES

GET CONNECTED
Hampshire College, 

Amherst, Massachusetts
UniqueVenues.com/HampshireCollege

(413) 559.5610

Royal Red POMEGRANATE 
SANGRIA

Courtesy of Hampshire College, Amherst, Massachusetts

INGREDIENTS:
2 bottles  red wine  

1 cup   brandy  

½ cup   Grand Marnier  

4 cups   pomegranate juice  

1 cup   simple syrup  

TO PREPARE:
1. Make at least 24 hours before serving.

2. Mix all ingredients in a carafe.

3. Garnish with oranges and apple slices 
and top with pomegranate seeds. 
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BY SELENA FRAGASSI

INSIDE THE INDUSTRY

The 
DIGITAL
DETOX

 
As devices start to outnumber 

people, our industry is taking a stand 
by going unplugged. Here’s how 
it works and how it helps people 
stay present in your next event.

Meetings unplugged? Yes, it’s happening. The latest trend in conference technology seems 
to have come down to putting the smartphones away, shutting down the laptops and iPads and 
logging out of Twitter and Facebook. In unprecedented numbers, more and more conference goers (if 
not people in general) are actually volunteering to go offline and get back to meeting basics—those days 
of yore when status updates qualified as face-to-face interaction and a social network was the group of people 
you were stuck in a ropes course with for half a day. 

Companies like the Oakland, California-
based Digital Detox Retreat actually 
create the space for you “to give individu-
als the freedom and permission they need 
to truly unplug and decompress,” or so 
says a mission statement on their web-
site (thedigitaldetox.org). Participants, 
they say, “put aside their digital arm and 
unplug, recharge, gain perspective and 
reevaluate their relationship with digital 
technology. In turn, they reemerge with 
new found inspiration and tools to create 
more mindful, meaningful and balanced 
lives, both online and off.” If you want 
something closer to home, Digital Detox 

Retreat also hosts corporate workshops to 
help develop employee and management 
relations as well as event production.

Recent findings have hinted that there 
are a wealth of benefits to going off the 
grid: Results have included an increase in 
creativity and efficiency, teamwork skills 
and more gratitude towards colleagues. 
Personally, people have enjoyed lower blood 
pressure and heart rates and better sleep.

Here are three simple ways you can start 
instituting these policies:

Phone Charging Stations – Upon check-
in, ask guests to also check their phones at 

a secure area of charging stations. Setup a 
number of outlets and chargers for all types 
of iOS and Android devices, and provide 
attendees with a ticket that corresponds to 
their phone—like a coat check. Also make 
sure to have personnel in charge of watch-
ing the area to ensure there is no risk of 
theft or misplacement. While guests enjoy 
their time in the company of others, their 
final parting gift will be their fully charged 
device to take home.

Coordinate Activities – Without the 
safety of hiding behind a device, you’ll defi-
nitely want to encourage people to interact. 
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GET CONNECTED

Digital Detox Retreat
Thedigitaldetox.org

(415) 340.2267

The best way to do so is have simple 
activity-driven prompts at each table or 
station. Leave conversation starters and 
ice breakers that can get guests talking to 
each other and starting a real-life “social 
network.” You can also set up creative 
ideas like coordinating an “Instagram” 
drawing contest, inviting guests to draw 
what they see around them instead of 
snapping photos on their phones. Or 
have points of interest where people can 
sample food, get an express massage or 
have fun in a photo booth.

Ready Your Resources – While an ab-
sence of cell phones is great for increased 
engagement, it also means less user-
driven photos and social activity that 
can help increase your online profile. 
Have no fear—there are ways around 
it. First, hire professional photographers 
to get quality images throughout the 
event (and more candids from an en-
gaged crowd!) and emphasize that you 
do encourage Tweeting and recaps after 
the event is over and after the crowd 
has fully enjoyed themselves. Do so 
by having hard-drives ready with all 
the program information, hashtags 
and social media handles people will 
need—you might even consider hosting 
a contest to make it more appealing to 
later-gram. Doing so also ensures your 
meetings can continue to stay green.

These are all just simple steps to 
start revolutionizing your meetings and 
events. The world may never be rid of 
our devices, but then again no one says 
you have to block online activity—
rather create boundaries so people can 
enjoy the moment.  

Accommodations for up to 4,500 guests 
 Conveniently located next to downtown Lincoln    I   Over 100 versatile meeting facilities

800-809-8681   I   conferenceservices@unl.edu   I   conferenceservices.unl.edu
Exceptional Value   I   Exceptional Service

Conferenc e Serv ic es
“I would not hesitate to recommend 
UNL and its Conference Services 
to other organizations and hope 
that we can find a way to return to 
wonderful downtown Lincoln and 

UNL in the future!”
Madeleine Crouch, Executive Director,  

International Clarinet Association 2012 ClarinetFest®
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GET  MATCHED
GET  INSPIRED
GET  SOCIAL

Unique Venues FREE planner services

UniqueVenues.com/planner
877-244-6110

GET MATCHED
Discover new, unique spaces at  

UniqueVenues.com & UniqueVenues.ca 

GET INSPIRED
Receive UNIQUE VENUES Magazine for  
tips, trends and the inside scoop, free.

UniqueVenues.com/subscribe 

GET SOCIAL
Explore with us as we pin, post, blog, and tweet  

inspiration and fresh ideas on event trends.

UniqueVenues @UniqueVenues /UniqueVenues /UniqueVenues1/company/
unique-venues
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 ronald.diment@villanova.edu

    www.conferenceservices.villanova.edu

Contact Villanova University Conferences Today!
610-519-7580

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE SERVICES 
The Main Line to Successful Meetings and Events

LOCATION…LOCATION – In the prestigious, Philadelphia Main Line suburbs with an on-campus train 
connection into Center City and Philadelphia International Airport, ½ mile from I-476, near Valley Forge 
National Park and top-ranked shopping, dining and attractions on the historic Lancaster Pike.

EDUCATE attendees in state-of-the-art-equipped learning environments, auditoria, meeting/class rooms and 
technology at a university known for academic excellence.

MOTIVATE attendees and facilitate team building in a pastoral, 250-acre landscape with classic, stone 
architecture and modern recreation facilities.

SERVE attendees with Ivy Award-winning, University-operated dining hall and catering services, comfortable 
guest apartments, and unique event venues such as the Connelly Center, Dundale Mansion, the Pavilion and 
more...

PLAN ON receiving one-stop-shop, professional conference service for all of the details at a value that will 
exceed expectations and the hospitality which reflects our welcoming Augustinian heritage.

Summer Programs and  
Conferences at Furman 
Discover a unique place 
to laugh, play and learn.

Furman University Summer Programs
furman.edu/summerprograms  |  864.294.2390
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THE MAIN EVENT

“She passed away May 28 and, at the 
time, her son was on the other side of 
country, but he wanted to have her ser-
vices quickly,” affirms Brett Eaton, Wake 
Forest’s associate VP for communications 
& external relations who worked closely 
with her next of kin as well as facility 
staff, campus police, the special events 
team and media relations to pull the event 
together on June 7.

Dr. Angelou was not only a noted poet, 
author and activist but also had been on 
staff at the university for 30-plus years (she 
was actually scheduled to teach courses 
this fall until her untimely passing). So, 

Eaton says his department did not take 
its responsibility lightly with its role in 
making her final tribute memorable. 

“One of the most difficult parts of the 
planning was deciding on the guest list 
and informing those individuals they 
were welcome to come,” says Eaton of the 
5,000-person, invite-only guest list that 
included everyone from Oprah Winfrey 
to performers Lee Ann Womack and BeBe 
Winans and speakers Michele Obama 
and the Clintons. That also meant deal-
ing with Secret Service’s requirements 
and the swarms of local, national and 
international press who wanted access 

to cover the festivities, which included 
formal services in the Wait Chapel and 
a 500-person reception at the Graylyn 
International Conference Center.

“On the day of the event we had 130 
members of the media from 45 news orga-
nizations like CNN, NBC, AP and even 
Entertainment Tonight that wanted to see 
inside the chapel and talk to the family, 
so we had to manage all the requests and 
also respect the family’s privacy. There 
were logistical issues for sure but we have 
an incredible team and managing high-
profile events like this is not new to us,” 
says Eaton. In fact, just two weeks prior, 

Nine days. Nine days was the amount of time the team at Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina had to pull together one of the biggest and most honorable services of the year—the funeral for and final 
tribute to Dr. Maya Angelou. 

Wake Forest University’s Wait 
Chapel was the site of the 
funeral and lasting tribute to Dr. 
Maya Angelou who had been on 
staff with the school for 30-plus 
years. In an all-hands-on-deck 
mission, the school came 
together to successfully manage 
the 5,000-strong guest list.

The Final Tribute
Wake Forest University was the academic home of Dr. Maya Angelou, so it was  

only natural her family would choose to host her funeral services on campus  
in a 5,000-person, nationally syndicated event
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the university hosted Jill Abramson’s first 
speaking engagement after her departure 
as the New York Times’ executive editor. 

One thing that helped was the live 
streaming capabilities the university of-
fered, allowing a greater audience than 
just those in attendance to experience 
the renowned event. “It’s a service we had 
already established and used for our com-
mencements but this was the first time the 
live streaming was employed for a private 
event, and it was our largest viewership,” 
says Eaton, noting nearly 700,000 people 
tuned in after many news organizations 
embedded the feed on their websites.

The other huge benefit was the as-
sistance of Oprah Winfrey’s production 
company HARPO that helped guide the 
family through important decisions and 
coordinated all the talent in the program 
as well as organizing the reception.

Internal communication amongst 
departments was perhaps Wake For-
est’s saving grace. The Wait Chapel had 
already scheduled a wedding for June 7, 
“but no one wanted to tell the bride to 
move her date,” says Eaton, so together the 
team (which included “dozens of people”) 
found a way to accommodate both events 
at the same time. 

They also were able to account for the 
influx of both parties’ guests by canceling 
undergrad courses and delaying check-ins 
for camps that were just beginning to start 
as well as staffing the quad for those check-
ing in to receive credentials, parking passes 
and event tickets. The team even went as 
far as borrowing golf carts from the athlet-
ics department to shuttle guests. “It was a 
huge feat involving every department we 
have,” says Eaton, “but it was probably one 
of the most memorable events we’ve held 
and we made it happen.” 

GET CONNECTED
Wake Forest University

UniqueVenues.com/WakeForest
(336) 758.5594

CO NFE RE NC E S  &  E V E NTS  S E RVICES
PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY, TACOMA, WA

253-535-7670                          plu.edu/conferences

Whether you are planning an athletic competition or a major 
conference, we offer the spaces, services and experiences 

guaranteed to make your next event a success: 

• Technology • Campus Restaurants • Overnight Lodging
• On-Site Catering • Conference Team  for 1 to 1,200
• Indoor & Outdoor • Competitive Pricing • Custom Packages
 Athletic Facilities   

A COZY PLACE TO

CHECK OUT OUR

SPORTS & ARTS

On-Site Services
•  Multimedia Packages
•  Free Wifi 
• Stage Lighting
• Parking: FREE and
 Plentiful
• Concierge ServicesAdvertising Services

• Design & Print 
• Video Recordings 
• Free Advertising on
 Campus Calendar

LET US TAKE CARE OF THE

• Apartment-Style  
 Lodging
• Traditional Style  
 Residence-Hall Rooms
• Flexible Length Stays 
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COLLEGE ROAD TRIP

Flatlands? Not here at these six amazing colleges and universities that have enough resources, attractions, 
amenities and services to give guests a real thrill. We take you on a tour of some of the Midwest’s best venues in an 
array of cities, from one of the happiest places in America to the birth of the jazz recording. 

THE GREAT PLAINS
The Midwest is known as “the heartland,” and these six incredible campuses 
prove it by putting a lot of heart and soul into hosting meetings and events 

Bethel College (Mishawaka, Indiana)
When you book with this college (located near South Bend), you’ll 
be tapping into a robust network you may not know even existed. 
“There are six campuses in the area, and we started our own little 
support group,” laughs Lisa Greco, director of special events and 
conference services. Notre Dame and St. Mary’s College are just 
two examples. “We meet every quarter to share stories—and equip-
ment!” The other asset the internal network shares is referrals. “We 
work very collaboratively with the other schools and the CVB to 
make sure planners get what they need when they visit the area.” 
That includes seeing Amish Country and a large shopping district 
in nearby Indianapolis. “Anything you could want or need is within 
a two- to three-hour drive.”

On-site, guests can tap into an 865-seat auditorium, athletic fa-
cilities, two gymnasiums and intimate spaces for about 30 people. 

Then there’s the food. “Because we’re a Christian college, there’s 
no smoking or drinking, so food is our vice,” says Greco, noting 
that menus can be customized. Coming soon: One-stop shop 
accessibility. “We’re working on our certification now, although 
we’ve always operated this way.”

Earlham College (Richmond, Indiana)
If the performing arts are what your group is after, look no further 
than Earlham College. Located on the border of Indiana and Ohio 
in a quaint town called Richmond, it is here that the first record-
ing of jazz was ever pressed. So it’s no surprise that Earlham was 
inspired to debut its brand-new Performing Arts Center in the heart 
of campus this fall. It will offer retractable seating for 258 people and 
theatre space for 100. If you also want a show—no problem, says 
Lynn Knight, director of events and operations. “Summer is actually 

SILVER LAKE COLLEGE OF 
THE HOLY FAMILY
The Phillips Center is 
one of the luxe meeting 
spaces on campus.
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universityguesthouse.com
888-416-4075 

Located on the University of Utah campus, in the shadow of the Wasatch 
mountains, the University Guest House and Conference Center offers a 
variety of exciting and affordable options to meet your needs. 

•	 180	guest	rooms	/	suites

•	 1,500	residence	hall	beds

•	 Professional	event	planning		
	 and	catering	services

•	 Free	hot	breakfast

•	 Convenient	access	to	downtown			
	 via	TRAX	light	rail

•	 20	minutes	from	Salt	Lake		
	 International	Airport

•	 Free	parking	and	WiFi

ELEVATE YOUR CONFERENCE  
THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH AND 

THE GUEST HOUSE ARE COMMITTED 

TO MAKING YOUR EVENT A SUCCESS
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COLLEGE ROAD TRIP
a great time to book here because we have a variety of festivals includ-
ing outdoor films and concerts and the new Shakespeare Festival.”

In addition to the arts, Earlham College also has a handle on 
sports with a brand-new baseball stadium and AstroTurf football 
field and the country’s longest bike path just outside the campus 
grounds. “We also have two large gyms with weight rooms, a pool, 
rock climbing wall, athletic fields and a wellness center,” says Knight. 

Classroom spaces range from small quarters that host 6 people 
to auditorium-sized theaters that seat 150 to 600, each with state-
of-the-art features like video conferencing. Accommodations vary, 
too, with eight residence halls that offer single, double and triple 
rooms. “We’re the only full four-year college in Wayne County,” 
says Knight, “so we don’t have classes in summer and can do more 
for our guests.”

Hope College (Holland, Michigan)
In 2009, Holland, Michigan ranked as the “second happiest town 
in America” on the Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index—and 
any visitor to the area’s Hope College will understand why. “You 
can’t help but notice the welcoming atmosphere and generosity of 
the people that live and work here,” says Heather Roden, director 
of conference services. Clearly that do-good attitude applies to her 
event team as well. “We always want our guests to have an enjoy-
able event, and we aim to exceed expectations by honoring random 
requests and making a great experience.”

Like when one youth group was able to “TP” a tree and another 
was given permission to “yarn bomb” some of the school’s land-
marks. “The groups and events we host vary, but we’re always up for 
their challenges,” says Roden. 

When it’s time to get down to business, Hope College can pro-
vide the right fit as well with a range of facilities from small seminar 
rooms to the Knickerbocker Theatre and a field house that seats 
4,000 people. There’s also The Haworth Inn & Conference Center 
with more than 10,000 square feet of meeting space and 50 hotel 
rooms. “In the summer we can accommodate up to 1,500 people in 
our residence halls, too,” Roden affirms. And what better spot for 
summer than Holland, which is not far from vacation portals Grand 
Rapids, Saugatuck and Kalamazoo. 

Kenyon College (Gambier, Ohio)
It’s the scenery that usually draws people to Kenyon College in cen-
tral Ohio, just two hours from both Cleveland and Cincinnati and 
a short trip to the capital city of Columbus. “We often receive ac-
colades for being one of the most beautiful campuses in the nation,” 
says Manager of Marketing and Sales Barbara Kakiris, pointing to 
Kenyon’s early Gothic architecture combined with more modern 
green-certified structures. Once guests arrive, she says, “they have 
no need to leave.” 

That’s because on-site visitors can access a full range of services 
such as dry cleaning and laundry, a market, post office, food-

EARLHAM COLLEGE

HOPE COLLEGE

KENYON COLLEGE

The Goddard Auditorium is a 
prime example of a focus on 

performing arts. 

Located in one 
of the happi-
est towns in 
America, it’s 

also near sce-
nic Saugatuck. 

The scenery usually draws 
people to Kenyon, as well 

as the variety of buildings.

BETHEL COLLEGE
The 865-seat auditorium is just 

one option. There are also intimate 
spaces for about 30 people..
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Experience Hospitality 
at Michigan State University

From meetings for 10 to conferences for 10,000, experience  
all that a Big Ten university has to offer with our:
• Park-like campus
• Award-winning dining services
• Cutting-edge technology
• State-of-the-art athletic and fitness venues

Visit www.uniquevenues.com/MichiganState 
for more info and to book your Big Ten Spartan experience!
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COLLEGE ROAD TRIP

GET CONNECTED

Bethel College
UniqueVenues.com/BethelCollege
(574) 807.7629

Earlham College
UniqueVenues.com/Earlham
(765) 983.1294

Hope College
UniqueVenues.com/HopeCollege
(616) 395.7222

Kenyon College
UniqueVenues.com/KenyonCollege
(740) 427.5101

Silver Lake College of the Holy 
Family
UniqueVenues.com/silverlakecollege
(920) 686.6173

University of Nebraska
UniqueVenues.com/UnivNebraska
(402) 472.5063

TIP:
Find your perfect 

unique venue in the 
Midwest (or any-

where!) with new, ad-
vanced search options 
on UniqueVenues.com 
and UniqueVenues.ca 
(Canada) that let you 

browse by region.

to-table dining programs, a library and 
computer labs and a slew of facilities such 
as classrooms, overnight rooms and a $72 
million athletic center. “It’s kind of like a 
retreat,” affirms Kakiris. 

The largest space available is Rosse Hall, 
which can host 612 people, but there are 
also smart classrooms, art studios, galleries 
and even a craft center. “Our facilities are in 
various types of buildings, but inside all are 
equipped with great technology.”

Silver Lake College of the Holy 
Family (Manitowoc, Wisconsin) 
Being on the edge of Lake Michigan has it 
perks. “Guests can enjoy our spectacular public 
beaches, go charter fishing or scuba diving and 
see one of the many famous shipwrecks,” says 
Hollie Marcola-Pichla, event and conference 
coordinator for Silver Lake College.

In actuality, Manitowoc (between Mil-
waukee and Green Bay) is considered the 
Maritime Capitol of Wisconsin, but when 
it’s time to dock, there’s much more to 
look forward to inside the campus’ walls. 
“The Franciscan Center for Music Educa-
tion and Performance Hall is our crowning 
jewel at the moment,” says Marcola-Pichla. 
The brand-new facility offers an atrium 
with seating for 200, floor-to-ceiling win-
dows, natural lighting and a fireplace; a 
performance hall with state-of-the-art 
sound and lighting, a 25’ x 25’ screen and 
seating for 500; and a conference room fit 
for 25 guests. The school’s main campus 
also offers classrooms of varying sizes (up 

to 150), lodging for 150 during the summer 
and a versatile cafeteria. 

The list of resources has helped Silver Lake 
College acquire a number of groups, says 
Marcola-Pichla, including medical summits, 
performances by the Manitowoc Symphony 
Orchestra and, new in 2014, the Alice in 
Dairyland Conference.

University of Nebraska – Lincoln
You can’t find more middle ground than 
the University of Nebraska, which makes it 
highly appealing for national events. “Lin-
coln has a regional airport and is located 
on the interstate, providing easy travel to 
our city,” says Tony Rathgeber, conference 
services and events manager. The nearby 
Omaha airport also helps, which has given 
the school an advantage to book the Inter-
national Thespian Festival and the Special 
Olympics National Games.

The campus is host to a number of dis-
tinguished spaces for 5 to 5,000, none more 
interesting than Elephant Hall. “It’s prob-
ably the most unique campus location that 
we can offer for an event,” says Rathgeber. 
The 250-person venue is an actual exhibit in 
the University of Nebraska State Museum, 
and features real mammoth skeletons and 
beautiful murals. 

Also of note are suite-style accommoda-
tions for up to 1,500 people. With so much 
to offer, the university makes sure to make 
the booking process seamless. “Planners work 
with one contact to arrange anything else 
they need while on campus.” 

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA
One of the most unique spaces 

is Elephant Hall, inside the 
Nebraska State Museum.
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Learn more at  614.287.5500 | cscc.edu/conferencecenter

room with a view

Call for a tour—with over 13,000 square feet of multi-functional space, 
we know we have a room with a view that’s just right for you.

We know affordability is important and our services include:
    n Business Center      

    n Free wireless
 internet service 

The Columbus State Conference Center is an ideal venue for your 
next conference, seminar or meeting. Whether a seated dinner for 
300 in our ballroom or a 10-person board meeting, our Center 
has lots of natural light and offers a panoramic view of the cityscape.

n On-site technical support
n Professional event 
  management team
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Bon Appétit! 
FROM COOKING KOSHER TO PREPARING A TASTE OF HOME  

FOR MIDDLE EASTERN CONFERENCE GUESTS, COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES ARE GOING THE EXTRA MILE TO PROVIDE  

WORLD-RENOWNED CUISINE By Selena Fragassi

PHOTO  BY:  TATE  CARLSON .
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Turns out it is a small world after all. At least when it comes to the vast array of 
cultural food options that are now available to discerning diners in restaurants 
and, more than ever, at meetings and events. Gone are the days of homogenous 

dining where everyone has to eat the same meal that is prepared for the group. We 
simply don’t live like that anymore—and in today’s world the standard is tailored, 
custom menus for international visitors abiding by cultural or religious customs, or 
for guests with restrictive diets based on health needs or moral convictions.

In some ways, colleges and universities have proven to 
be the most equipped of all for authentic, varied menus. 
Their day-to-day customer base includes students from 
around the world that are looking for meals that will 
continually add variety and also keep with customs and 
give them a taste of home.

“Many colleges and universities are continually ca-
tering to an international resident population, and so 
our staff has had a significant exposure to menus from 
around the world,” says Imad Zubi, director of the Wil-
lits-Hallowell Conference Center and Hotel at Mount 
Holyoke College in South Hadley, Massachusetts. “In 
the past we’ve even had students provide us with recipes 
for ethnic cuisines.”

Zubi’s team has been working with regimented groups 
for a number of years, recalling one of their most chal-
lenging was in hosting the National Yiddish Book Cen-
ter’s weeklong conference as far back as 2000. “This was 
before we had kosher catering on campus, but at the time 
we chose to convert one of our dining hall kitchens to be 
a kosher operation by providing two sets of serviceware, 
separate refrigeration for meat and dairy and other stan-
dards that were up to code.”

Chris Shields, director of sales and marketing at 
Northern Arizona’s High Country Conference Center 
in Flagstaff, recently had a similar experience with a 
Chabad Jewish Center that was looking to host a 250-
person fundraiser dinner. “It was our first time going 
after this market,” he admits. “In our area, not a lot of 
other venues will try to get that type of business because 
they think it’s high-maintenance or not worth their 
time, but for us, we feel it can expand our clientele and 
generate revenue.” 

To prepare for the group, Shields and his team (oper-
ated by Sodexo Conferencing) had to acquire rare spices 
and meats through specialty vendors as well as kosher 

wine. “We had to shut down the entire dining area 24 
hours in advance to bus the kitchen and hire a separate 
cleaning crew to steam clean every pot, pan and piece of 
silverware,” he says, noting the whole process took about 
five months and “lots of in-person visits.” The first step 
was a meeting with the Rabbi and a variety of personnel 
at the conference center, including the director of food 
and beverage, the executive chef and general manager, to 
plan out the occasion and see if it could be done on-site. 
Next came a meeting to price out the products and ser-
vices and finally a third visit included the Rabbi’s elder 
who did a walk through and targeted the step-by-step 
procedures for the day of the event.

“Once we got the food in place it wasn’t that big of 
a deal to coordinate,” Shields admits. Having a chef on 
staff that is of the Jewish faith also helped.

WORLD-CLASS CHEFS 
AT YOUR SERVICE 
Chef backgrounds are of extreme importance at 
Muhlenberg College in Allentown, Pennsylvania, one 
of the first schools to integrate kosher menus in its 
campus restaurant. Today, though, 75% of the school’s 
150 external events also host groups from the Middle 
East, China and South America, which the college is 
prepared for given its diverse culinary team. Of the 
three executive chefs and seven sous chefs, there are 
individuals from nations as diverse as Mexico, Puerto 
Rico, Cuba, Syria, India, China and Cambodia. “The 
training Sodexo provides us is one thing,” says John 
Middleton, director of culinary operations, “but 
there’s nothing that can top a home-made recipe for 
something like Chicken Pozole soup that makes our 
cuisine really authentic.”

Muhlenberg prides itself on getting “extreme” to 
meet guests’ palettes and preferences, says Middleton. 
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“We’ve gone so far as to build a tandoor oven for one 
of our Moroccan groups or make okonomiyaki, a 
traditional Japanese pancake not often seen stateside, 
for a summer Pan-Asian camp.” The real challenge 
sometimes involves finding the authentic ingredients, 
but if you look hard enough you can find any kind of 
market, according to Middleton. “We have Philadel-
phia at our back door, so I’ll get my staff to go to the 
authentic markets, talk with the vendors and shop for 
the particular ingredients and 
spices we need to bring back to 
the kitchen.”

If there’s any notion that 
chefs on campus are run of the 
mill line cooks, though, think 
again. “Dining in a college 
venue is an untapped resource,” 
says Middleton. “A lot of our 
chefs have hotel backgrounds 
and people can sometimes un-
derestimate the quality of the 
product available. But I would 
put any of our staff or menus up 
against anyone, anywhere, and 
we’d pass the test.”

Looking at the résumés of 
executive chefs like Jeffrey Vivi-
ano at Mount Holyoke College 
proves his point. Viviano has 
25 years of experience with ap-
pointments at The Hartford Club, The Griswold Inn in 
Essex and a number of Hyatt properties in Beverly Hills, 
New York City and the East Coast. “With his experience 
at hotels in major cities, Chef Viviano comes with a lot of 
diversity and great ideas,” says Zubi. “His creative style 
was honed at properties with great reputations for consis-
tent American cuisine with Mediterranean flavors.”

That exposure comes in handy when the college plans 
for the annual Arab American Arts Music Institute re-
treat, a seven-night conference they have hosted for the 
past 18 years. “All the dinners are completely Middle 
Eastern-themed and developed in collaboration with 
Chef Viviano and Najeeb Shaheen, a former restaura-
teur who is associated with the program. They finalize 
the menus together and Najeeb also helps us procure the 

products needed from import stores in New York City,” 
says Zubi. 

CATERING TO  
DIETARY NEEDS
Cultural customs are just one of the ways campuses 
are accommodating a diversified clientele. Others, like 
the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, also create 
specific menus for those with dietary restrictions, such 

as vegetarians and vegans. For 
20 years, the North American 
Vegetarian Society (NAVS) 
has been hosting their annual 
Vegetarian Summerfest on 
the campus grounds. Over 
the course of several days, 
750 people convene to attend 
workshops and meet other like-
minded families—and one of 
the biggest concerns is making 
sure guests aren’t just eating 
plates of lettuce. 

“The university has been 
wonderful and accommodat-
ing to all of our dietary needs,” 
affirms Sharon Graff, the ex-
ecutive director of the Society. 
“They have helped us not only 
stay vegan since the very begin-
ning, but have also instituted 

more particular food items over time for our guests that 
need gluten-free options or more raw preparations. They 
are very willing to work with us and always do an incred-
ible job given that we have such a complicated menu.”

To orchestrate the very specific menus, the university 
allows NAVS to use their kitchen space but with the flex-
ibility that the Society can bring in their own chefs to 
oversee operations. “We’ve been doing this program with 
UPJ for so many years that they really understand us and 
our conference so it runs very smoothly each time,” says 
Graff, further noting how important the choice of venue 
has been for their annual summit. “We’ve always pre-
ferred to use campus facilities because we find them to 
be more economical than a traditional hotel; they have 
great rates and always meet our needs.”

“Dining in a college 
venue is an untapped 
resource. A lot of our 
chefs have hotel back-
grounds and people 

can sometimes under-
estimate the quality of 
the product available.”
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TOP ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Creamy Brazil Nut Soup, Dehydrated Nacho Chips with Vegan Cheese Sauce and Zucchini 
Ravioli with Cashew Ricotta and Balsamic & Sun-Dried Tomato Sauce, all from the NAVS Summerfest at The University of PIttsburgh–
Johnstown. MIDDLE ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Raw Ginger Pate Nori Rolls with Mango Sauce, Live Corn Chowder with Red 
Pepper Cream Soup and Avocado Key Lime Ice Cream with Raspberry Puree Sauce, all from the NAVS Summerfest at The University of 

PIttsburgh–Johnstown. BOTTOM ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Okonomiyaki - a traditional Japanese pancake, cucumber salmon 
appetizer prepared by Muhlenberg College, Creamy Greens Soup from the NAVS Summerfest at The University of PIttsburgh–Johnstown. 

P
H

O
T

O
S

 C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

: 
T

H
E

 U
N

IV
E

R
S

IT
Y

 O
F

 P
IT

T
S

B
U

R
G

H
-J

O
H

N
S

T
O

W
N

, 
M

U
H

L
E

N
B

E
R

G
 C

O
L

L
E

G
E

.

UVSF14_FeatureCatering_DRAFT3.indd   37 8/12/14   6:15 PM



 38 // unique venues // colleges & universities

WELL DONE SERVICES
UPJ’s Event Manager Tammy Barbin is quick to say 
that providing for groups like NAVS has become the 
norm for her team. “It’s just one more way we cater 
to our groups and customer service needs,” she says. 
“But I do think the requests are becoming more refined 
across the board and catering has had to keep up as 
a specialty operation more 
than ever before. Campuses 
are really equipped to lead 
the charge in this regard be-
cause we have student bodies 
that demand it.” Every year, 
Barbin says, there are more 
and more students from vary-
ing countries admitted as un-
dergrads, “and that prepares 
us for conferences that are 
just as diverse.”

Cindy Zapata, the office of 
conference services manager 
at Iona College in upstate 
New York, says flexibility is 
the biggest advantage cam-
puses can provide to a wide 
range of guests. “We are new 
to the summer business, this 
is only our sixth year or so, 
and therefore we are always willing to take feedback 
and improve our operations,” she says. In her tenure, 
the school has hosted an annual Passover/Seder meal, 
a number of events for the area’s growing Haitian 
community and a variety of summer camps that 
play up odd food holidays to keep menus interesting. 
“Research for us is key as well as asking the clients 
questions. We are very dedicated to having detailed 
conversations to make sure we understand preferences 
and food allergies.” 

While prices can increase for these types of services, 
it’s mostly related to the market price of ordering or-
ganic food items for the vegetarian crowds or specialty 
spices for the more authentic cultural dishes. Shields 
says for his kosher group, the per-person plate cost was 

$39.95, “and really the extra $5 or $6 was for nothing 
more than shipping food from other cities if we didn’t 
have it here.”

Middleton says it’s the same case at Muhlenberg Col-
lege. “The cost for these catered meals really runs right 
in line with what our prices already are. Acquiring some 

ingredients can be expensive, but 
we try to keep it as cost-effective 
as possible.” And if all else fails, 
he says, “Our dining halls also 
offer very diverse meals and are 
open to the public so guests can 
get a taste of home without doing 
a comprehensive menu if they 
don’t have the time or budget.”

Although Zubi says he has had 
to turn away some requests that 
were not practical for the college 
for a variety of reasons related 
to resources or expertise, the 
two-to-three events with chal-
lenging catering requests that 
the campus does host every year 
do find certain advantages. “We 
have the ability to offer the same 
experience at a lower price point 
than commercial hotels who 

might nickel and dime you. We also have advantages, 
such as having more staff available to work with these 
specialty menus.”

If colleges and universities have learned anything 
from these vast experiences, it’s that food is the corner-
stone of any great event, and when done well, it brings 
everyone to the table. “Food opens up conversations,” 
says Middleton, “and that allows us to sit down with 
our clients and really get to know them so we can wow 
them every time.” 

“We’ve always  
preferred to use campus 

facilities because we 
find them to be more 

economical than a 
hotel; they have great 
rates and always meet 

our needs.”
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NewHires
ONE OF THE BENEFITS OF HOSTING AN EVENT 

ON CAMPUS IS THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
THAT CAN BE ADDED RESOURCES FOR 

PLANNING, COORDINATING—AND JUST ABOUT 
EVERYTHING ELSE

By Selena Fragassi
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“Students are quite literally the front line of our 
office,” says Mari Gorda, registration and operations 
manager of conference services at Atlanta’s Georgia 
Institute of Technology. Here they are responsible for 
answering calls, checking guests in and out, event 
setup, A/V preparation, inventory tracking and 
campus tours. “It’s hard to list them all,” Gorda says of 
the many responsibilities her students have in helping 
orchestrate the meetings, events and conferences that 
come to campus.

At the University of Maryland in College Park, 
it’s even more of an organized operation says Tom 
Flynn, senior associate director of conferences and 
visitor services. “We don’t consider students extra 
help per say since we have a whole staff structure 
where they all have job descriptions and responsi-
bilities to uphold,” he says. This network has been 
in place since 1985 and hires about 65-70 people per 
summer (and another 5-10 during the school year). 

Student employees at the University of Maryland 
can focus on one of three tracks, including housing 
operations (turning residence halls over to conference 
accommodations), program management (working 
directly with clients to coordinate services and fa-
cilities) or operations (daily items like housekeeping 
and linens). Titles range from assistant manager to 
supervisors or specialists for entry-level positions. The 
students are paid for their work but the real benefit, 
says Flynn, is the para-professional experience they 
receive. “We are developing students to prepare them 
for life after college. That’s why they have job descrip-
tions and are regularly evaluated.”

AHEAD of The CLASS
Cassey Wyatt, a recent graduate of Brenau Univer-
sity in Gainesville, Georgia, is one example. As a 

summer coordinator, she received work-study hours 
for her help in coordinating events on campus, the 
most prominent a 135-person fundraising gala and 
a barbecue for a 500-person youth group. Although 
Wyatt was a student in the university’s music depart-
ment, the life and work skills she has gained from her 
experience helping with campus events are invaluable, 
she says. “It helped me to solidify the areas I wanted 
to focus on in applying for jobs. I started looking into 
special events programs and my experience really 
helped me organize and focus on the kind of job I 
wanted to pursue after college.”

While Flynn says the University of Maryland does 
not have a dedicated hospitality program from which 
to pull candidates (“it’s more of a recruitment cam-
paign for all undergrads”), others like Hampshire 
College in Amherst, Massachusetts give students 
in this field of study a wealth of heavy experiential 
opportunities. “Our student employees are almost 
always from the UMASS Amherst Hospitality 
Program so they gain a great deal of real world job 
experience; we include them in every facet of the 
event industry,” says Kate Fields, assistant director of 
sales and marketing for Hampshire. “We train them 
to shadow all of our activities so they have extensive 
knowledge of a variety of events that will benefit 
almost every incoming group.”

Derek Emerson, director of events and conferences 
at Hope College in Holland, Michigan, would agree. 
“Students grow a great deal in these opportunities 
because we give them decision-making work and de-
velop their problem-solving skills,” he says. However, 
having the extra hands is a bilateral bonus, also helping 
expand his department. “Since our department is not 
likely to grow much, students allow us to continue to 
improve in what we offer without cutting corners.” 

elcome to the Real World. There is no phrase more ubiquitous 
for college students come graduation day. Yet the real world, the 
real working world at least, is where the many students who are 
valued employees within college and university conference services 
departments have been living.
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The numbers can be staggering in the summer months, 
too, he says, with 10-12 full-time (and a number of part-
time) student workers overseeing 40 conferences and 
15,000 guests in a short span of time. Duties range from 
selling tickets and ushering to running the scoreboard 
for sports camps, handling A/V and lighting needs, sell-
ing merchandise, escorting guest speakers, compiling 
data and so on. “We find a lot of our guests like working 
with our students and we receive many compliments on 
how good they are at their jobs,” Emerson admits. 

“We love the energy and enthusiasm shown by our 
student staff to our conference guests,” seconds Flynn. 
“They love interacting with the individuals and groups 
coming to campus and they are willing to work hard to 
accomplish goals.”

LESSONS To Be LEARNED
At the end of the day, these are young adults in their late 
teens and early 20s, so there are some challenges to be 
had. “Because they are new to the hospitality industry, 
when we hire students, we tend to entrust them with 
small items first and then increase responsibilities as 
they go,” says Emerson. “We expect mistakes, and we 
work on educating students about them.”

There is no one learning curve for creating a profes-
sional, says Fields who on a few occasions has had to  go 
over dress codes and shift times. At Georgia Tech, Gorda 
finds the greatest challenge in the training process. 
“There are very few students who join our staff that have 
had previous event experience so it can take a couple of 
weeks to get them oriented, but they learn quick.”

Especially in that tight time period between the end 
of the school year and the ramp up of the summer con-
ference season, says Flynn. Yet he and his staff believe 
in giving students a lot of autonomy in their training. 
“Sometimes they are the only ones on-site, but they P
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Come experience our grand conference 
halls, intimate meeting rooms, and 
banquet selections that are top of the 
class. We will service  your event with 
a standard of excellence you’d expect 
from the University of Georgia.

706-542-2654 • UGAHotel.com

BOOK SMART

THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA’S
HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER

 Meet at 
Gettysburg College and witness  

America’s history

300 North Washington St.

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

17325-1400

Please contact us at 717-337-6390 or www.meetatgettysburg.com for availability of a 
wide array of meeting /conference services including catering, lodging, programming, 
transportation and meeting facilities.

Gettysburg College Conference and Event Services
offers personalized and complete Conference/Meeting services for the 

busy event planner. Easily accessible from Harrisburg, Baltimore and 

Washington DC, Gettysburg College is the perfect retreat location.
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news & awards BY SELENA FRAGASSI

INDUSTRY UPDATES

Kenyon College is Enjoying Award 
Season with Four Nods in 2014

This Gambier, Ohio campus has welcomed 
an honor roll of achievement with a slew 
of prestigious accolades since January. 
The Princeton Review named it one of 
the Best Value Colleges for 2014 and later 
recognized the campus’ athletic facilities. 
Yet it’s the great scenery at Kenyon that 
is really drawing attention, including 
BuzzFeed.com, which named the college #3 
of the 41 most Instagram-worthy schools in a 
recent ranking. As well, Travelers Today said 
Kenyon was the #1 “prettiest college campus” 
for its Gothic buildings, centralized layout and 
beautiful dining hall. With so much chatter, 
you just might have to see it for yourself.

UniqueVenues.com/KenyonCollege

University 
of British 
Columbia is 
the Proud Host 
of the Special 
Olympics
From July 8-12, the campus 
in Vancouver was the host 
venue for the 2014 Special 
Olympics Canada, showing 
off its expansive sporting 
facilities—nine of the eleven 
events (including swimming, 
soccer, basketball and bocce) 
were held on-site with only 
golf and bowling orchestrated 
at locations nearby. The 
partnership also pulled in a 
great deal of resources from 
the school, including 25 
full-time employees involved 
in all aspects of planning and 
logistics and hundreds of 
volunteer staff and students. 
Those in the geography 
department created maps for 
the 1,300 participants and 
thousands of spectators while 
students enrolled in Land and 
Food Systems researched 
how to find local food and 
reduce waste. UBC also 
aimed to make the Special 
Olympics one of the most 
sustainable sporting events 
ever by providing attendees 
with “green passports” that 
provided stamps for activities 
such as riding a bike or 
walking to a competition or 
taking an abbreviated shower 
to conserve water. Prior to the 
games, UBC also hosted the 
Athlete Leadership Program for 
Special Olympics BC to provide 
leadership training for athletes 
who wanted more meaningful 
roles. During the course of the 
games, all athletes, coaches 
and officials were housed at 
the university as well, getting 
to know the campus’ great 
accommodations and services 
first-hand.

UniqueVenues.ca/UBC

University of Notre Dame Offers Overnight 
Guests More with Morris Inn

A recent $30 million renovation and expansion has given this Indiana campus hotel 
(originally built in 1952) a touch of the glam life. Inside the doors of the Gothic-style 

building guests are greeted by bright golden walls and navy furnishings with even more room 
to enjoy. The overall size of Morris Inn has increased to 137,500 square feet, which means 

150 guest rooms (up from 92), a brand-new 300-person ballroom with attached pre-function 
space and 30,000 square feet of meeting space next to the Notre Dame Conference Center. 
Two new dining venues were also added, including pub-style Rohr’s and the outdoor spot 
Fireside Terrace, which both complement the already beloved Sorin’s Restaurant. With 
all the new amenities, the hotel has also doubled its staff to further meet guests’ needs.

UniqueVenues.com/notredameconfcenter
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Southern Connecticut 
University Heads in Right 
Direction with New Space

Summer groups will be delighted to hear 
about the recent renovations at the New 
Haven campus. The private Farnham 
Programming Space can accommodate 
355 standing or 120 seated with a 
number of added features including 
free Wi-Fi services, an iPod dock, 
microphone and stereo hookup and two 
large television screens that connect to 
Blu-ray, cable, DVD, iPads and laptops.

UniqueVenues.com/SouthernCT

Carleton University 
Is Deemed a Healthy 
Workplace

Excellence Canada, an independent, 
not-for-profit organization committed 
to advancing organizational excellence 
across the country, recently awarded 
Ottawa’s Carleton University with a 
Level 2 Certification in the Healthy 
Workplace category. Even more 
impressive, Carleton is the first and only 
Canadian post-secondary institution to 
achieve this result. It was recognized 
for the healthy activities—from desk 
exercises to the lifestyle challenge—it 
promotes for better physical and mental 
well being both on and off the job.  

UniqueVenues.ca/CarletonUniv
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Why come to Riverside?
Hint: We have more than you bargained for!

Service:  One phone call is all you need to make

Location:  Short drive to mountains, beaches, Disneyland and downtown LA

Facilities: Venues for groups from 40 to 4000; great dining options

Rates: Pricing structures for every budget, and good enough to seal the deal

(951) 827-5471     |     conferences.ucr.edu

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services Housing.UFL.edu/ConferenceServices | 352.392.2171 | ConferenceServices@Housing.UFL.edu

Tradition
History

Excellence
with UF Conference Services

Make your next 
conference 
memorable at the 
University of Florida.

Located in beautiful Gainesville, 

Florida, UF is the center of outstanding 

recreational and educational facilities. 

We offer flexible lodging, dining, and 

meeting options that allow streamlined, 

convenient conference packages. Start 

a new tradition with us today.

•  Meetings &
    Seminars

•  Conferences

•  Retreats

•  Summer Camps

•  Internships

•  Reunions

•  Customized
    Events

CONFERENCE SERVICES
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Meet inMassachusetts

Nichols College is located in the rolling hills of South-Central Massachusetts within a one-
hour’s drive of five major cities. We offer:

• various-sized meeting rooms equipped with state-of-the-art technology

• air-conditioned overnight accommodations that include apartment-style, suite-style, and
traditional options

• free wireless internet access

• on-site dining services that meet any dietary need

• multipurpose synthetic athletic field that is permanently lined for field hockey, football,
soccer, and lacrosse – complete with a rubber turf running track

• natural turf baseball, softball, and soccer fields

• indoor athletic complex consisting of two gymnasiums, a jogging track, weight and
cardio work-out facilities, climbing wall, racquetball courts, and aerobics/dance studio

• conference and event support available throughout your stay

CONFERENCES  •  SEMINARS  •  ATHLETIC CAMPS / CLINICS  •  WORKSHOPS  •  RETREATS

DUDLEY,  MASSACHUSETTS

For assistance in planning your event contact:

Cathy Champagne
Conference & Event Manager

508-213-2103
cathy.champagne@nichols.edu
www.nicholsconferences.com

PLAN YOUR NEXT EVENT AT NICHOLS COLLEGE
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INDEX

UniqueVenues.com is the largest 
online database of unique meeting and 
event venues with additional, in-depth 
information about each of the listings.

 Here, you can uncover availability, 
accommodation offerings including 
bath types, technology capabilities, 
rental fees, plus targeted info about 

meeting specifications including group 
capacities and square footage of each 
space. You can also view videos and 
browse photo galleries to get the full 

perspective before making a decision 
to book your event. The best part is the 
website offers a free search service that 

requires no fees or registration—and 
there is no commission for using the 

site or sending RFPs. You can browse 
without commitment and request 

additional information with the  
click of a button.

THE FOLLOWING PAGES FEATURE A COMPREHENSIVE INDEX OF ALL THE UNIQUE VENUES 

MEMBERS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA. EACH LISTING IS ORGANIZED 

ALPHABETICALLY FOR EASE OF USE AND FEATURES THE NAME OF THE VENUE, CITY AND 

UNIQUE VENUES WEBSITE ADDRESS, WHICH HOLDS EVEN MORE INFORMATION FOR PLANNERS.

start your
 SEARCH now

G e t  C o n n e c t e d :  U n i q u e Ve n u e s. c o m

Meet inMassachusetts

Nichols College is located in the rolling hills of South-Central Massachusetts within a one-
hour’s drive of five major cities. We offer:

• various-sized meeting rooms equipped with state-of-the-art technology

• air-conditioned overnight accommodations that include apartment-style, suite-style, and
traditional options

• free wireless internet access

• on-site dining services that meet any dietary need

• multipurpose synthetic athletic field that is permanently lined for field hockey, football,
soccer, and lacrosse – complete with a rubber turf running track

• natural turf baseball, softball, and soccer fields

• indoor athletic complex consisting of two gymnasiums, a jogging track, weight and
cardio work-out facilities, climbing wall, racquetball courts, and aerobics/dance studio

• conference and event support available throughout your stay

CONFERENCES  •  SEMINARS  •  ATHLETIC CAMPS / CLINICS  •  WORKSHOPS  •  RETREATS

DUDLEY,  MASSACHUSETTS

For assistance in planning your event contact:
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PLAN YOUR NEXT EVENT AT NICHOLS COLLEGE
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USA

ARIZONA
❱ Thunderbird Executive Inn & 
Conference Center // Glendale
uniquevenues.com/ThunderbirdExecutiveInn

ARKANSAS
❱ Arkansas 4-H Center // Little Rock
uniquevenues.com/arkansas4hcenter

CALIFORNIA
❱ AMA San Francisco Conference 
Center // San Francisco 
uniquevenues.com/amasanfrancisco

Arrowhead Pine Rose Cabins // Twin Peaks
uniquevenues.com/pinerosecabins

California State University - Bakersfield  
// Bakersfield
uniquevenues.com/CSUBakersfield

❱ California State University 
Channel Islands // Camarillo 
uniquevenues.com/calstatechannelislands

❱ California State University, 
Northridge // Northridge 
uniquevenues.com/CalStateNorthridge

❱ California State University, 
Northridge - University Student 
Union // Northridge 
uniquevenues.com/CSUNUSU

Chapman University // Orange 
uniquevenues.com/Chapman

Concordia University Irvine // Irvine 
uniquevenues.com/ConcordiaIrvine

Dolce Hayes Mansion // San Jose 
uniquevenues.com/hayesmansion

❱ Event Services at U.C. Berkeley 
// Berkeley 
uniquevenues.com/UCBerkeleyUnion

❱ Fairplex Hotel & Conference 
Center // Pomona 
uniquevenues.com/FairplexConfCtr

Humboldt State University // Arcata
uniquevenues.com/humboldtstate

❱ Loyola Marymount University  
// Los Angeles 
uniquevenues.com/LoyolaMarymount

❱ Occidental College // Los Angeles 
uniquevenues.com/Occidental

Pepperdine University // Malibu  
uniquevenues.com/Pepperdine

❱ Pickwick Gardens Conference 
Center // Burbank 
uniquevenues.com/Pickwick

❱ Pomona College // Claremont 
uniquevenues.com/PomonaCollege

❱ Riverside Convention & Visitors 
Bureau // Riverside 
uniquevenues.com/RiversideCVB

❱ San Francisco State University  
// San Francisco 
uniquevenues.com/SFSU

❱ San Jose State University // San Jose 
uniquevenues.com/sjsu

❱ San Ramon Valley Conference 
Center // San Ramon 
uniquevenues.com/sanramonvalleycc

❱  Simpson University // Redding
uniquevenues.com/SimpsonUniv

❱ Sonoma State University  
// Rohnert Park 
uniquevenues.com/SonomaState

❱ UCLA Lake Arrowhead 
Conference Center // Lake Arrowhead 
uniquevenues.com/UCLALakeArrowhead

❱ University of California, Davis 
// Davis 
uniquevenues.com/ucdavis

❱ University of California, Los 
Angeles // Los Angeles 
uniquevenues.com/ucla

❱ University of California, 
Riverside // Riverside 
uniquevenues.com/UCRiverside

University of California, Riverside - Palm Desert 
Center // Palm Desert 
uniquevenues.com/ucrpalmdesert

University of California, Santa Barbara  
// Santa Barbara 
uniquevenues.com/UCSB

❱ University of Redlands // Redlands 
uniquevenues.com/UnivRedlands

University Student Union, California State 
University, Long Beach // Long Beach 
uniquevenues.com/CSULB

Whittier College // Whittier 
uniquevenues.com/WhittierCollege

COLORADO 
Boettcher Mansion // Golden
uniquevenues.com/BoettcherMansion

Colorado College // Colorado Springs 
uniquevenues.com/coloradocollege

Colorado Mountain College - Leadville  
// Leadville 
uniquevenues.com/CMCLeadville

❱ Colorado School of Mines // Golden 
uniquevenues.com/ColoradoSchoolMines

❱ Colorado State University  
// Fort Collins 
uniquevenues.com/CSU

History Colorado Center // Denver 
uniquevenues.com/ColoradoHistoryMuseum

Howl at the Moon // Denver 
uniquevenues.com/HowlDenver

❱ Pueblo Community College // Pueblo 
uniquevenues.com/pueblocc

The Manor House // Littleton
uniquevenues.com/TheManorHouseCO

University of Colorado Boulder // Boulder 
uniquevenues.com/CU

❱ University of Colorado Colorado 
Springs // Colorado Springs 
uniquevenues.com/uccs
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❱ University of Denver // Denver 
uniquevenues.com/uofdenver

CONNECTICUT
❱ Southern Connecticut State 
University // New Haven 
uniquevenues.com/SouthernCT

The Amber Room Colonnade // Danbury 
uniquevenues.com/amberroom

❱ The Bushnell Center for the 
Performing Arts // Hartford 
uniquevenues.com/BushnellCenter

The Riverfront Boathouse // Hartford
uniquevenues.com/theboathouse

❱ University of Hartford  
// West Hartford 
uniquevenues.com/UnivHartford

Yale University // New Haven
uniquevenues.com/yale

DELAWARE 
❱ Chase Center on the Riverfront  
// Wilmington 
uniquevenues.com/ChaseCenter

❱ The Clayton Conference Center   
// Newark 
uniquevenues.com/UnivDelawareNewark

Delaware Art Museum // Wilmington 
uniquevenues.com/delawareartmuseum

Goodstay Mansion & Gardens   
// Wilmington 
uniquevenues.com/UDelWilmington

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
1331 G Conference Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/1331gconferencecntr

❱ 20 F Street NW Conference 
Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/20fstreetcc

❱ AMA Washington, DC Executive 
Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AMADC

❱ American University // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AmericanUniv

District Architecture Center // Washington  
uniquevenues.com/DistrictArchitectureCenter

Dumbarton House // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/DumbartonHouse

FHI360 Conference Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/AEDConferenceCenter

Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital // 
Washington 
uniquevenues.com/HillCenter

Hillyer Art Space // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/hillyerartspace
 
Josephine Butler Parks Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/josephinebutlercenter 

Kaiser Permanente Center for Total Health // 
Washington
uniquevenues.com/KaiserPermanente

McLean Gardens Ballroom // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/McLeanGarden

National Cathedral School // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/NationalCathedralSchool

❱ Nationals Park // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/nationalspark

Partnership for Public Service Conference 
Center // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/PartnershipConferenceCenter

President Lincoln’s Cottage // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/PresidentLincolnsCottage

The Carriage House // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/CarriageHouse

The Loft at 600 F // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Loftat600F

The Warner Theatre // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WarnerTheatre

The Whittemore House // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/WhittemoreHouse

❱ Trinity Washington University  
// Washington 
uniquevenues.com/trinitycenterdc

FLORIDA 
Adam W. Herbert University Center, University 
of North Florida // Jacksonville 
uniquevenues.com/univnoflorida

❱ Collaborative Labs at St. 
Petersburg College // Largo
uniquevenues.com/collaborativelabs

❱ Florida Gulf Coast University  
// Fort Myers 
uniquevenues.com/floridagulfcoast

Florida Institute of Technology // Melbourne 
uniquevenues.com/FloridaTech

Perez Art Museum Miami // Miami
uniquevenues.com/PerezMuseum

Royal Caribbean International // Miami
uniquevenues.com/royalcaribbean

Tallahassee Community College // Tallahassee
uniquevenues.com/TallahasseeCC

❱ University of Florida 
Conference Services // Gainesville 
uniquevenues.com/UnivFlorida

GEORGIA 
❱ AMA Atlanta Conference Center 
// Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/amaatlanta

❱ Atlanta Metropolitan State 
College // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/amsc

Brenau University // Gainesville 
uniquevenues.com/brenau

Brunswick’s Marietta // Marietta
uniquevenues.com/BrunswicksMarietta

Brunswick’s Norcross // Norcross
uniquevenues.com/BrunswicksNorcross

❱ Emory University // Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/EmoryUniv
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❱ Georgia Institute of Technology 
// Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/georgiatech

Georgia International Horse Park // Conyers 
uniquevenues.com/GAHorsePark

❱ Georgia Southern University  
// Statesboro 
uniquevenues.com/georgiasouthern

Georgia State University Housing - Conference 
Services // Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/GeorgiaState

Morrow Center // Morrow 
uniquevenues.com/morrowcenter

The Armstrong Center // Savannah 
uniquevenues.com/armstrongcenter

❱ The Dennard Conference Center  
// Atlanta 
uniquevenues.com/ClevelandDennardCenter

❱ University of Georgia Hotel and 
Conference Center // Athens 
uniquevenues.com/ugcce

University of North Georgia // Dahlonega 
uniquevenues.com/UnivNorthGeorgia

IDAHO 
North Idaho College // Coeur d’Alene 
uniquevenues.com/nic

University of Idaho - University Support 
Services // Moscow 
uniquevenues.com/UnivIdaho

ILLINOIS 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum 
// Springfield 
uniquevenues.com/LincolnLibrary

Allerton Park & Retreat Center, University of 
Illinois // Monticello 
uniquevenues.com/AllertonParkRetreat

❱ AMA Chicago Executive 
Conference Center // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/amachicago

American Dental Association // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/AmericanDentalAssoc

Arrowhead Golf Club // Wheaton 
uniquevenues.com/ArrowheadGolfClub

Brunswick’s Buffalo Grove // Buffalo Grove
uniquevenues.com/BrunswicksBuffaloGrove

Chicago Botanic Garden // Glencoe 
uniquevenues.com/ChicagoBotanicGarden

❱ Chicago Southland Convention 
& Visitors Bureau // Lansing 
uniquevenues.com/chicagosouthland

❱ Chicago’s North Shore 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 
// Skokie 
uniquevenues.com/ChicagoNorthShoreCVB

❱ DePaul University - Loop 
Campus // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/DePaulLoop

Elgin Community College // Elgin 
uniquevenues.com/ElginCC

❱ Illinois State University // Normal 
uniquevenues.com/IllinoisState

❱ Illinois Wesleyan University  
// Bloomington
uniquevenues.com/IllinoisWesleyan

❱ Lake Williamson Christian 
Center // Carlinville 
uniquevenues.com/LakeWilliamsonCenter

Lewis University // Romeoville 
uniquevenues.com/LewisUniv

❱ Loyola University Chicago // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/loyolachicago

Loyola University Chicago Retreat & Ecology 
Campus // Woodstock 
uniquevenues.com/LUCRetreatCenter

McCook Athletic & Exposition Center // McCook 
uniquevenues.com/McCookCenter

❱ Museum of Science and 
Industry // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/MSIChicago

Navy Pier Chicago // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/NavyPier

Northern Illinois University Conference Centers 
// Naperville 
uniquevenues.com/NIUConferenceCenters

OFFSITE Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/OffsiteChicago

Southern Illinois University Carbondale  
// Carbondale
uniquevenues.com/siuc

St. John’s Catholic Newman Center // Champaign 
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsNewmanCtr

The Field Museum // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/FieldMuseum

❱ The Flats at East-West University 
// Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/TheFlats

The University of Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/UChicago

❱ University Center Conference 
Chicago // Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/ConferenceChicago

University of Illinois at Chicago Event Spaces 
// Chicago 
uniquevenues.com/UICEvents

❱ University of Illinois 
Conferences and Special Events  
// Champaign 
uniquevenues.com/uillinoisconferences

Wheaton College // Wheaton 
uniquevenues.com/wheaton

INDIANA
❱ Anderson University // Anderson 
uniquevenues.com/Anderson

❱ Ball State University // Muncie 
uniquevenues.com/BallState

Bethel College // Mishawaka 
uniquevenues.com/BethelCollege

Earlham College - Runyan Center // Richmond 
uniquevenues.com/Earlham
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❱ Manchester University  
// North Manchester 
uniquevenues.com/ManchesterCollege

Manchester University - Fort Wayne Campus  
// Fort Wayne
uniquevenues.com/manchesterfortwayne

Notre Dame Conference Center and Morris Inn 
// Notre Dame 
uniquevenues.com/NotreDameConfCenter

Palais Royale at Morris Performing Arts Center 
// South Bend 
uniquevenues.com/PalaisRoyale2

❱ Purdue University // West Lafayette 
uniquevenues.com/Purdue

❱ Taylor University // Upland
uniquevenues.com/TaylorU

Tilson Conference Center // Greenwood 
uniquevenues.com/TilsonConfCtr

IOWA
Iowa State University // Ames 
uniquevenues.com/IowaState

Simpson College - Conferences  // Indianola
uniquevenues.com/SimpsonCollege

Sunstream Retreat Center // Ogden 
uniquevenues.com/Sunstream

KENTUCKY
❱ Northern Kentucky University  
// Highland Heights 
uniquevenues.com/NKU

LOUISIANA 
LSU of Alexandria // Alexandria
uniquevenues.com/lsua

❱ Tulane University // New Orleans 
uniquevenues.com/Tulane

❱ University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette // Lafayette 
uniquevenues.com/ULLafayette

MAINE
❱ Bates College // Lewiston 
uniquevenues.com/BatesCollege

❱ Colby College // Waterville 
uniquevenues.com/ColbyCollege

University of Maine // Orono 
uniquevenues.com/UnivMaine

MARYLAND
Anne Arundel Community College // Arnold 
uniquevenues.com/AnneArundel

Billingsley Manor // Upper Marlboro 
uniquevenues.com/Billingsley

Brookside Gardens // Wheaton 
uniquevenues.com/BrooksideGardens

Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum // St. Michaels 
uniquevenues.com/ChesapeakeBayMaritime

❱ Coppin State University // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/Coppin

❱ Elegant Settings of Maryland-
National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission // Greenbelt 
uniquevenues.com/elegantsettings

Frostburg State University // Frostburg
uniquevenues.com/Frostburg

Glenview Mansion & F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre 
// Rockville 
uniquevenues.com/GlenviewMansion

❱ Johns Hopkins University 
Conference Services // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/johnshopkins

❱ Legg Mason Tower at Harbor 
East // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/LeggMasonTower

Lodge at Little Seneca Creek // Potomac 
uniquevenues.com/LodgeSenecaCreek

❱ Loyola University Maryland  
// Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/loyolamaryland

National 4-H Youth Conference Center  
// Chevy Chase 
uniquevenues.com/National4-H

Newton White Mansion // Mitcheville 
uniquevenues.com/NewtonWhite

Oxon Hill Manor // Oxon Hill 
uniquevenues.com/OxonHill

Prince George’s Ballroom // Landover 
uniquevenues.com/PrinceGeorge

❱ Redskins Special Events at 
FedExField // Landover 
uniquevenues.com/FedExField

Rockwood Manor // Potomac 
uniquevenues.com/RockwoodManor

Snow Hill Manor // Laurel 
uniquevenues.com/SnowHill

The Fillmore Silver Spring // Silver Spring 
uniquevenues.com/FillmoreSilverSpring

❱ Towson University Event & 
Conference Services // Towson 
uniquevenues.com/TowsonUniv

❱ Universities at Shady Grove 
Conference Center // Rockville 
uniquevenues.com/shadygrove

❱ University of Maryland 
Baltimore County // Baltimore 
uniquevenues.com/UMBC

❱ University of Maryland, College 
Park // College Park 
uniquevenues.com/umcollegepark

❱ Washington College // Chestertown 
uniquevenues.com/washingtoncollege

MASSACHUSETTS 
❱ Babson Executive Conference 
Center // Babson Park (Wellesley) 
uniquevenues.com/Babson

Boston College Connors Center // Dover 
uniquevenues.com/BCConnorsCenter

❱ Boston University // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/BostonUniv

❱ Curry College // Milton 
uniquevenues.com/CurryCollege
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❱ Endicott College // Beverly 
uniquevenues.com/Endicott

❱ Fitchburg State College // Fitchburg 
uniquevenues.com/Fitchburg

❱ Hampshire College // Amherst 
uniquevenues.com/HampshireCollege

❱ Hotel UMass // Amherst 
uniquevenues.com/UMassAmherst

❱ Massachusetts College of Art 
and Design // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/MCAD

Merrimack College // North Andover 
uniquevenues.com/Merrimack

❱ Metro Meeting Centers - Boston 
// Boston 
uniquevenues.com/MetroMeetingBoston

Misselwood at Endicott College // Beverly 
uniquevenues.com/misselwood

❱ Mount Holyoke College and 
Willits-Hallowell Conference 
Center // South Hadley 
uniquevenues.com/mountholyoke

❱ Nichols College // Dudley 
uniquevenues.com/NicholsCollege

Simmons College // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/SimmonsCollege

❱ Springfield College // Springfield 
uniquevenues.com/springfield

❱ Stonehill College Conference & 
Event Services // Easton 
uniquevenues.com/Stonehill

❱ The Conference Center at 
Bentley // Waltham 
uniquevenues.com/ConferenceCtrBentley

❱ The Conference Center at 
Waltham Woods // Waltham 
uniquevenues.com/walthamwoods

The Joseph B. Martin Conference Center at 
Harvard Medical School // Boston 
uniquevenues.com/harvardmedicalconferencecenter

Tufts University // Medford 
uniquevenues.com/Tufts

❱ University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth // Dartmouth 
uniquevenues.com/UMassDartmouth

❱ University of Massachusetts 
Lowell // Lowell 
uniquevenues.com/UMassLowell

Wylie Inn and Conference Center at Endicott 
College // Beverly 
uniquevenues.com/WylieInn

MICHIGAN
Calvin College // Grand Rapids
uniquevenues.com/calvincollege

❱ Central Michigan University  
// Mount Pleasant
uniquevenues.com/CMU

Faholo // Grass Lake 
uniquevenues.com/Faholo

❱ Grand Valley State University  
// Allendale 
uniquevenues.com/grandvalleystate

Gull Lake Ministries Conference Center  
// Hickory Corners 
uniquevenues.com/gulllake

❱ Hope College // Holland 
uniquevenues.com/HopeCollege

Lost Valley Retreat Center // Gaylord 
uniquevenues.com/LVRetreat

❱ Michigan State University  
// East Lansing 
uniquevenues.com/MichiganState

Oakland University - Oakland Center  
// Rochester 
uniquevenues.com/OaklandCenter

Saginaw Valley State University // University Center 
uniquevenues.com/SVSU

VisTaTech Center at Schoolcraft College  
// Livonia
uniquevenues.com/vistatechcenter

Washtenaw Community College // Ann Arbor 
uniquevenues.com/WCC

Western Michigan University - Bernhard Center 
// Kalamazoo
uniquevenues.com/WesternMichiganUniv

❱Ypsilanti Area Convention & 
Visitors Bureau // Ypsilanti 
uniquevenues.com/YpsilantiCVB

MINNESOTA
❱ Earle Brown Heritage Center  
// Brooklyn Center
uniquevenues.com/EarleBrownCenter

Macalester College // Saint Paul 
uniquevenues.com/Macalester

❱ McNamara Alumni Center  
// Minneapolis 
uniquevenues.com/mcnamara

Oak Ridge Hotel & Conference Center // Chaska 
uniquevenues.com/OakRidge

Saint Paul Athletic Club // St. Paul
uniquevenues.com/stpaulathleticclub

St. Catherine University // St. Paul 
uniquevenues.com/StCatherineUniv

University Club of St. Paul // Saint Paul
uniquevenues.com/univclubstpaul

❱ University of Minnesota 
Conference and Event Services  
// Minneapolis 
uniquevenues.com/UnivMinnesota

MISSOURI
Charles F. Knight Executive Education & 
Conference Center // St. Louis 
uniquevenues.com/KnightCenter

Eagle Rock Retreat Center // Eagle Rock 
uniquevenues.com/EagleRockRetreatCtr

Evangel University // Springfield
uniquevenues.com/EvangelUniv

Missouri State University // Springfield 
uniquevenues.com/MissouriState
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University of Central Missouri // Warrensburg 
uniquevenues.com/UCMO

Washington University Medical Center Eric P 
Newman Education Center // St. Louis 
uniquevenues.com/EPNEC

MONTANA
❱ The University of Montana  
// Missoula 
uniquevenues.com/universityofmontana

NEBRASKA
❱ Lied Lodge & Conference Center 
// Nebraska City 
uniquevenues.com/liedlodge

❱ University of Nebraska // Lincoln 
uniquevenues.com/UnivNebraska

NEVADA
MEET Las Vegas // Las Vegas 
uniquevenues.com/MeetLasVegas

❱ Springs Preserve // Las Vegas 
uniquevenues.com/SpringsPreserve

❱ University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
// Las Vegas 
uniquevenues.com/UNLV

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Canobie Lake Park // Salem 
uniquevenues.com/canobielakepark

❱ Franklin Pierce University  
// Rindge 
uniquevenues.com/FranklinPierce

❱ Keene State College // Keene
uniquevenues.com/KeeneState

❱ Southern New Hampshire 
University // Manchester 
uniquevenues.com/SNHU

❱ University of New Hampshire 
Conferences and Catering // Durham 
uniquevenues.com/UnivNewHampshire
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NEW JERSEY
❱ Conference & Event Services at 
Rowan University // Glassboro 
uniquevenues.com/Rowan

❱ Conference Center at RWJ 
Hamilton // Mercerville 
uniquevenues.com/RWJHamilton

❱ Drew University // Madison 
uniquevenues.com/DrewUniv

Encore Event Center // Freehold 
uniquevenues.com/EncoreEvent

❱ Georgian Court University  
// Lakewood 
uniquevenues.com/GeorgianCourt

Grounds For Sculpture // Hamilton
uniquevenues.com/GroundsforSculpture

❱ Kean University Conference & 
Event Services // Union 
uniquevenues.com/keanuniversity

Raritan Valley Community College // Somerville 
uniquevenues.com/RaritanValleyCC

❱ Rutgers University - Student 
Centers // New Brunswick 
uniquevenues.com/RutgersStudentCenters

Rutgers University Inn & Conference Center  
// New Brunswick 
uniquevenues.com/RutgersCSCC

Seton Hall University School of Law // Newark 
uniquevenues.com/setonhall

The College of New Jersey // Ewing
uniquevenues.com/collegeofnewjersey

❱ The Conference Center at 
Montclair State University // Montclair 
uniquevenues.com/MontclairStateConfCtr

NEW MEXICO
Institute of American Indian Arts  // Santa Fe
uniquevenues.com/IAIA 

National Museum of Nuclear Science & History 
// Albuquerque
uniquevenues.com/NuclearMuseum

St. John’s College // Santa Fe 
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsNM

❱ University of New Mexico  
// Albuquerque  
uniquevenues.com/UNM

NEW YORK 
❱ 3 West Club // New York
uniquevenues.com/3West

❱ 353 West NYC // New York
uniquevenues.com/353west

❱ Adelphi University // Garden City 
uniquevenues.com/Adelphi

❱ AMA New York Conference 
Center // New York  
uniquevenues.com/amanewyork

Caedmon Spaces // New York 
uniquevenues.com/Caedmonspaces

Carnegie Hall // New York
uniquevenues.com/CarnegieHall

Center for Automotive Education & Training  
// Queens 
uniquevenues.com/AutoEdCenter

❱ Clarkson University // Potsdam
uniquevenues.com/ClarksonUniv

Ethical Culture Fieldston School // New York
uniquevenues.com/FieldstonSchool

❱ Glen Cove Mansion Hotel and 
Conference Center // Glen Cove 
uniquevenues.com/GlenCove

Hofstra University // Hempstead 
uniquevenues.com/Hofstra

Iona College // New Rochelle
uniquevenues.com/ionacollege

Ithaca College // Ithaca 
uniquevenues.com/Ithaca

Keuka College // Keuka Park 
uniquevenues.com/Keuka

❱ Manhattan College // Riverdale
uniquevenues.com/ManhattanCollege

Manhattan Penthouse and Alger House // New York 
uniquevenues.com/GreenMansions

Nyack College // Nyack 
uniquevenues.com/Nyack

Nyack College in Manhattan // New York
uniquevenues.com/Nyack2NYC

❱ NYIT Auditorium On Broadway 
// New York 
uniquevenues.com/NYITAuditorium

NYU Wasserman Center for Career Development 
// New York 
uniquevenues.com/NYUWasserman

OFFSITE // New York 
uniquevenues.com/offsite

❱ Pace University Conferences 
and Event Planning // New York 
uniquevenues.com/PaceUniv

❱ Paul Smith’s College // Paul Smiths
uniquevenues.com/PaulSmithsCollege

❱ Purchase College, State 
University of New York // Purchase 
uniquevenues.com/PurchaseCollege

❱ Queens College - CUNY // Flushing 
uniquevenues.com/QueensNY

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute // Troy 
uniquevenues.com/RPI

Rubin Museum of Art (RMA) // New York
uniquevenues.com/RubinMuseum

Silver Bay YMCA Conference and Family Retreat 
Center // Silver Bay 
uniquevenues.com/SilverBayYMCA

❱ Silver Bay YMCA Conference 
and Family Retreat Center  
// Silver Bay
uniquevenues.com/SilverBayYMCA

❱ Skidmore College // Saratoga Springs 
uniquevenues.com/SkidmoreCollege

St. John's University - Manhattan // New York
uniquevenues.com/stjohnsmanhattan
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❱ St. John’s University - Queen’s  
// Queens 
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsQueens

St. John’s University - Staten Island  
// Staten Island 
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsStatenIsland

St. John’s University, Oakdale // Oakdale
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsOakdale

❱ Stony Brook University - 
Student Activities Center & Stony 
Brook Union // Stony Brook 
uniquevenues.com/StonyBrookUniv

SUNY Maritime College // Bronx 
uniquevenues.com/SUNYMaritime

❱ The College at Brockport  
// Brockport
uniquevenues.com/brockport

The Cooper Union // New York 
uniquevenues.com/CooperUnion

The Graduate Center // New York 
uniquevenues.com/GraduateCenter

The New York Botanical Garden // Bronx
uniquevenues.com/NYBotanicalGarden

❱ Utica College // Utica 
uniquevenues.com/Utica

NORTH CAROLINA
❱ Graylyn International 
Conference Center // Winston-Salem 
uniquevenues.com/Graylyn

Lenoir-Rhyne University // Hickory 
uniquevenues.com/LenoirRhyne

❱ Lutheridge Conference & 
Retreat Center // Arden 
uniquevenues.com/Lutheridge

Lutherock // Newland 
uniquevenues.com/Lutherock

❱ Queens University // Charlotte
uniquevenues.com/QueensUnivNC

❱ University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill // Chapel Hill 
uniquevenues.com/UNCChapelHill

Florida Gulf Coast University, Campus Conference Programs
10501 FGCU Blvd. S., Fort Myers, FL 33965-6565

Come stay on our campus and explore our 
beautiful, natural environment.

(239) 590-1426
www.fgcu.edu/CampusConferences

Bring your conference or event toBring your conference or event to
DUNK CITY

SUMMER CAMP & CONFERENCE FACILITIES
ANDERSON UNIVERSITY

• beautiful wooded campus
• exemplary customer service
• excellent facilities

For information call 
765.641.4144 
or email Jill Goodwin at 
kjgoodwin@anderson.edu

• on-campus meals and catering
• comfortable lodging
• minutes from Indianapolis

Old World Charm.
New World Quality.

Historic surroundings.
First-class service. Great rates.

Everything you need.
Where you need to be.

(902) 494-8876 | 1-855-306-3933 
meet@dal.ca | www.dal.ca/meet
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University of North Carolina at Charlotte  
// Charlotte
uniquevenues.com/unccharlotte

University of North Carolina at Wilmington  
// Wilmington 
uniquevenues.com/UNCWilmington

❱ Wake Forest University  
// Winston-Salem 
uniquevenues.com/WakeForest

❱ Western Carolina University  
// Cullowhee 
uniquevenues.com/WCU

OHIO
❱ Bowling Green State University 
// Bowling Green 
uniquevenues.com/BowlingGreen

❱ Columbus State Conference 
Center // Columbus
uniquevenues.com/ColumbusStateConfCtr

COSI Columbus // Columbus 
uniquevenues.com/COSI

❱ Kenyon College // Gambier 
uniquevenues.com/KenyonCollege

Malone University // Canton 
uniquevenues.com/MaloneUniv

❱ Miami University-Conference 
Services // Oxford 
uniquevenues.com/MUOhio

❱ Ohio University // Athens 
uniquevenues.com/OhioUniv

Shisler Conference Center // Wooster, 
uniquevenues.com/ShislerConfCtr 

❱ The Marcum Hotel & 
Conference Center // Oxford 
uniquevenues.com/TheMarcum

❱ Tinkham Veale University 
Center // Cleveland
uniquevenues.com/tinkhamvealecenter

OKLAHOMA
❱ University of Central Oklahoma 
// Edmond 
uniquevenues.com/UnivCentralOk

OREGON
Lewis & Clark // Portland 
uniquevenues.com/lewisandclark

Oregon State University Conference Center  
// Corvallis 
uniquevenues.com/OregonState

Salem Conference Center // Salem 
uniquevenues.com/salemconferencecenter

❱ University of Oregon // Eugene 
uniquevenues.com/univoregon

PENNSYLVANIA
Albright College Conference & Event Services 
// Reading 
uniquevenues.com/AlbrightCollege

Allegheny College // Meadville/Erie 
uniquevenues.com/Allegheny

Carnegie Mellon University // Pittsburgh 
uniquevenues.com/CarnegieMellon

❱ Conference Center at Penn 
State Great Valley // Malvern 
uniquevenues.com/PSUGreatValley

Drexel University // Philadelphia 
uniquevenues.com/Drexel

❱ Eastern University Conferences 
// St. Davids 
uniquevenues.com/EasternUniv

Elizabethtown College // Elizabethtown 
uniquevenues.com/ElizabethtownCollege

Event and Conference Services at Saint Vincent 
College // Latrobe 
uniquevenues.com/SaintVincentCollege

❱ Gettysburg College // Gettysburg 
uniquevenues.com/Gettysburg

❱ Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania // Indiana 
uniquevenues.com/IUP

❱ Lancaster Bible College  
//  Lancaster 
uniquevenues.com/LBC

❱ Lehigh University // Bethlehem 
uniquevenues.com/Lehigh

Messiah College // Grantham
uniquevenues.com/MessiahCollege

❱ Millersville University of 
Pennsylvania // Millersville 
uniquevenues.com/Millersville

Muhlenberg College // Allentown 
uniquevenues.com/muhlenbergcollege

Nittany Lion Inn // State College 
uniquevenues.com/NittanyLionInn

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts  
// Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/pafa

Philadelphia Museum of Art // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/PhiladelphiaMuseumArt

Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens  
// Pittsburgh 
uniquevenues.com/PhippsConservatory

PNC Park // Pittsburgh 
uniquevenues.com/pncpark

❱ Slippery Rock University  
// Slippery Rock 
uniquevenues.com/SlipperyRockUniv

❱ Temple University // Philadelphia 
uniquevenues.com/TempleUniv

The Barnes Foundation // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/BarnesFoundation

❱ The Conference Center at Saint 
Vincent College // Latrobe 
uniquevenues.com/ConfCtrSVC

❱ The Penn Stater Conference 
Center Hotel // University Park 
uniquevenues.com/PennStater

❱ University of Pennsylvania - 
Perelman Quadrangle // Philadelphia 
uniquevenues.com/PerelmanQuad
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❱ University of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown // Johnstown 
uniquevenues.com/upj

❱ University of Scranton // Scranton 
uniquevenues.com/universityscranton

❱ Villanova University 
Conference Center // Radnor 
uniquevenues.com/VillanovaConfCenter

❱ Villanova University 
Conferences // Villanova 
uniquevenues.com/VillanovaUniv

Washington & Jefferson College // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/WashingtonJefferson

RHODE ISLAND
❱ Bryant University // Smithfield
uniquevenues.com/Bryant

❱ Salve Regina University // Newport 
uniquevenues.com/SalveRegina

SOUTH CAROLINA
❱ Furman University Summer 
Programs - Adults & Youth 
Welcome! // Greenville 
uniquevenues.com/furman

The Carolina Girl Yacht // Charleston 
uniquevenues.com/thecarolinagirl

❱ University of South Carolina, 
Conference and Event Services  
// Columbia 
uniquevenues.com/UnivSoCarolina

❱ Younts Conference Center at 
Furman University // Greenville 
uniquevenues.com/Younts

TENNESSEE
Elvis Presley’s Graceland // Memphis 
uniquevenues.com/Graceland

Fogelman Executive Conference Center  
// Memphis 
uniquevenues.com/Fogelman

Maryville College // Maryville 
uniquevenues.com/Maryville

Call (603) 899-4243 or visit:
www.franklinpierce.edu/conferences

Book your Conferences & Events 
at Franklin Pierce University!

40 University Drive, Rindge, NH 03461

MEETING FACILITIES FOR GROUPS OF 15 TO 500
TOWNHOUSES, DORMS OR APARTMENT UNITS

AUDIO VISUAL/WEBCASTING/TELECONFERENCING

EASY ACCESS TO DOWNTOWN TORONTO

ANTONIA MAUGHN, CONFERENCE COORDINATOR
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO MISSISSAUGA - CONFERENCE & EVENT SERVICES

3359 MISSISSAUGA RD –DV 3094H • MISSISSAUGA, ON  L5L 1C6
(905) 569-4615 • antonia.maughn@utoronto.ca
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❱ Southern Adventist University  
// Collegedale 
uniquevenues.com/southernadventist

Tennessee State University // Nashville 
uniquevenues.com/TennesseeState

❱ The Millennium Conference 
Centre // Johnson City 
uniquevenues.com/millenniumconferencecentre

❱ The University of Tennessee  
// Knoxville 
uniquevenues.com/UnivTennessee

❱ Vanderbilt University // Nashville 
uniquevenues.com/Vanderbilt

TEXAS
❱ Circuit of the Americas // Austin 
uniquevenues.com/COTA

❱ Concordia University Texas  
// Austin
uniquevenues.com/concordiatexas

❱ Cooper Hotel, Conference 
Center // Dallas 
uniquevenues.com/CooperGuestLodge

❱ Dallas Museum of Art // Dallas 
uniquevenues.com/dallasmuseumofart

San Antonio Meeting Center // San Antonio 
uniquevenues.com/SanAntonioMeetingCenter

The University of Texas at Dallas // Richardson 
uniquevenues.com/univtexasdallas

❱ Trinity University // San Antonio 
uniquevenues.com/trinityuniversity

❱ University of Houston // Houston 
uniquevenues.com/UnivHoustonConfServ

UTAH
❱ Dixie Center at St. George  
// St. George 
uniquevenues.com/dixiecenter

❱ Miller Conference Center at Salt 
Lake Community College // Sandy 
uniquevenues.com/MillerConfCenter

The Depot // Salt Lake City 
uniquevenues.com/TheDepot

The Tower at Rice-Eccles // Salt Lake City 
uniquevenues.com/TowerRiceEccles

❱ University of Utah // Salt Lake City 
uniquevenues.com/UnivUtah

Weber State University // Ogden 
uniquevenues.com/WeberState

VERMONT
❱ Champlain College // Burlington 
uniquevenues.com/champlain

❱ The University of Vermont  
// Burlington 
uniquevenues.com/UVM

VIRGINIA
❱ AMA’s Washington Area 
Executive Conference Center at 
Arlington Virginia // Arlington 
uniquevenues.com/amaarlington

Collingwood Library & Museum // Alexandria 
uniquevenues.com/Collingwood

Eastern Mennonite University // Harrisonburg 
uniquevenues.com/EMU

Green Acres // Fairfax 
uniquevenues.com/GreenAcres

Historic Blenheim // Fairfax 
uniquevenues.com/historicblenheim

Intellectual Point // Reston
uniquevenues.com/IntellectualPoint

James Madison University // Harrisonburg 
uniquevenues.com/JMU

❱ Longwood University // Farmville 
uniquevenues.com/Longwood

❱ Old Dominion University // Norfolk 
uniquevenues.com/OldDominion

Old Town Hall // Fairfax 
uniquevenues.com/oldtownhall

Radford University // Radford 
uniquevenues.com/Radford

Richmond Raceway Complex // Richmond 
uniquevenues.com/RichmondRaceway

❱ SMSC Retreat and Conference 
Center // Front Royal 
uniquevenues.com/SMSCCenter

❱ The Carter Hall Conference 
Center // Millwood 
uniquevenues.com/carterhall

The College of William and Mary // Williamsburg 
uniquevenues.com/WilliamandMary

The Sherwood Center // Fairfax 
uniquevenues.com/thesherwood

The State Theatre // Falls Church 
uniquevenues.com/StateTheatre

Virginia Tech // Blacksburg
uniquevenues.com/VirginiaTech

Virginia Tech Executive Briefing Center  
// Arlington 
uniquevenues.com/VATechResearchCtr

Waterview Conference Center // Arlington 
uniquevenues.com/Waterview

WASHINGTON
Melrose Market Studios // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/MelroseMarket

❱ Pacific Lutheran University  
// Tacoma 
uniquevenues.com/PacificLutheran

❱ Seattle University // Seattle 
uniquevenues.com/SeattleUniv

❱ University of Puget Sound  
// Tacoma 
uniquevenues.com/UnivPugetSound

❱ University of Washington // Seattle 
uniquevenues.com/UnivWashington

WEST VIRGINIA
Tamarack Conference Center // Beckley  
uniquevenues.com/Tamarack
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WISCONSIN
Carroll University // Waukesha
uniquevenues.com/CarrollUniv

Marquette University Conference Services  
// Milwaukee 
uniquevenues.com/Marquette

North Shore Country Club // Mequon
uniquevenues.com/NSCountryClub

Silver Lake College of the Holy Family  
// Manitowoc
uniquevenues.com/silverlakecollege

Stout’s Island Lodge // Birchwood
uniquevenues.com/stoutsisland

The Conference Center at George Williams 
College // Williams Bay 
uniquevenues.com/GeorgeWilliams

WYOMING
❱ University of Wyoming 
Conference Center // Laramie
uniquevenues.com/uwyomingconferencectr

OVER 300 GLOBAL  
PORTS OF CALL
Royal Caribbean Adventure of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/adventureoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Allure of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/AllureoftheSeas

Royal Caribbean Brilliance of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/brillianceoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Enchantment of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/enchantmentoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Explorer of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/exploreroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Freedom of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/Freedomofhe Seas

Royal Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/grandeuroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Independence of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/independenceoftheseas

UniqueVenues.com  |  814.254.1310

Attention Venues!

To join our network and begin marketing your 
venue, call Jeanne Feathers at 814.254.1310 

or email jeanne@uniquevenues.com

 

U

n

i

q

u

e

 

V

e

n

u

e

s

 

 

/

/

 

 

S

p

r

i

n

g

 

2

0

1

4

 

w

w

w

.

u

n

i

q

u

e

v

e

n

u

e

s

.

c

o

m

STADIUM
APPEAL

MEETINGS IN BALLPARKS  
WIN EVERY TIME

magazineUNIQUEVENUES.COM // SPRING 2014

INSIDE THE INDUSTRY:

You’re in CRUISE  
CONTROL

CAMP OUT!
Making the most of 

scenic retreats 

STADIUM
APPEAL

MEETINGS IN BALLPARKS
WIN EVERY TIME

magazinemagazineUNIQUEVENUES.COM // SPRING 2014

CRUISE 

U

n

i

q

u

e

 

V

e

n

u

e

s

 

 

/

/

 

 

S

u

m

m

e

r

-

F

a

l

l

 

2

0

1

4

 

w

w

w

.

u

n

i

q

u

e

v

e

n

u

e

s

.

c

o

m

magazineUNIQUEVENUES.COM // SUMMER-FALL 2014

STUDENT 
WORKERS 
to the 

RESCUE 

DIGITAL 
DETOXING
3 WAYS 
to TRY IT

 Eat Up!
CAMPUSES CATER 
to the WORLD

COLLEGES         UNIVERSITIES

JOIN OUR NETWORK
Reach 50,000 planners
Grow your conference business
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Royal Caribbean Jewel of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/jeweloftheseas

Royal Caribbean Legend of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/legendoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Liberty of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/libertyoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Majesty of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/majestyoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Mariner of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/marineroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Monarch of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/monarchoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Navigator of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/navigatoroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Oasis of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/oasisoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Radiance of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/radianceoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Rhapsody of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/rhapsodyoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Serenade of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/serenadeoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Splendour of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/splendouroftheseas

Royal Caribbean Vision of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/visionoftheseas

Royal Caribbean Voyager of the Seas 
uniquevenues.com/voyageroftheseas

CANADA

ALBERTA
❱ Cineplex Alberta 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexAlberta

Cineplex Odeon Eau Claire Market Cinemas  
// Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexEauClaire

Cineplex Odeon South Edmonton  
// Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonSouthEdmonton

Cineplex Odeon Sunridge Spectrum Cinemas  
// Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonSunridge

Cineplex Odeon Windemere & VIP Cinemas  
// Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonWindemere

Cornerstone Theatre and Restaurant // Canmore
uniquevenues.ca/CornerstoneTheatre

Emerald Lake Lodge // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/EmeraldLake

EPCOR CENTRE for the Performing Arts  
// Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/EpcorCentre

Headspace // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/headspace

MacEwan University // Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/MacEwanUniv

Metropolitan Centre // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/MetropolitanCentre

Mount Royal University Events and Conference 
Services // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/MRUECS

Red Deer College // Red Deer 
uniquevenues.ca/RedDeerCollege

Scotiabank Theatre Chinook // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexChinook

The Kahanoff Conference Centre // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/Kahanoff

University of Alberta Conference Centre  
// Edmonton 
uniquevenues.ca/UAlberta

University of Calgary // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/UnivCalgary

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Anvil Centre // New Westminster
uniquevenues.ca/AnvilCentre

Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art  
// Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/BillReidGallery

Deeley Motorcycle Exhibition // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/deeleymotorcycleexhibition

❱ Cineplex British Columbia 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexBritishColumbia

Emerald Lake Lodge // Field
uniquevenues.ca/EmeraldLake

Painted Boat Resort // Madeira Park
uniquevenues.ca/PaintedBoat

Residence & Conference Centre - Kamloops  
// Kamloops 
uniquevenues.ca/ThompsonRiversKamloops

❱ Royal Roads University // Victoria
uniquevenues.ca/RoyalRoads

Scotiabank Theatre Vancouver // Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/ScotiabankVancouver

❱ Simon Fraser University  
// Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/MorrisWosk

❱ Simon Fraser University - 
Burnaby // Burnaby 
uniquevenues.ca/SimonFraser

The Columbia // New Westminster 
uniquevenues.ca/thecolumbia

❱ University of British Columbia - 
Vancouver // Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/UBC

Vancouver Art Gallery // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverArtGallery

Vancouver Lookout // Vancouver 
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverLookout

Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre  
// Vancouver
Uniquevenues.ca/VancouverAquarium

MANITOBA
Cineplex Odeon McGillivray & VIP // Winnipeg 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMcGillivray

❱ University of Manitoba 
Conference & Catering Services  
// Winnipeg 
uniquevenues.ca/UnivManitoba
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NEW BRUNSWICK 
Cineplex Cinemas - Dieppe // Moncton 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMoncton

❱ University of New Brunswick  
// Fredericton 
uniquevenues.ca/UNB

NEWFOUNDLAND
Memorial University - St John’s Campus  
// St. John’s 
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUnivStJohns

Memorial University, Grenfell Campus  
// Corner Brook 
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUniv

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
❱ Northwest  
Territories Tourism // Yellowknife 
uniquevenues.ca/NWTTourism

NOVA SCOTIA
Cineplex - Bayers Lake // Halifax 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexHalifax

❱ Dalhousie University // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/Dalhousie

Mount Saint Vincent University // Halifax 
uniquevenues.ca/MSVU

Saint Mary’s University // Halifax 
uniquevenues.ca/SaintMarysUniversity

ONTARIO
Algoma University College // Sault Ste Marie
uniquevenues.ca/algomauniversity

Amber Group Fine Art Gallery // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/AmberGroup

Canadian Management Centre // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/CMC

❱ Carleton University Conference 
Services // Ottawa 
uniquevenues.ca/CarletonUniv

❱ CINEPLEX Entertainment  
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/Cineplex

1.800.UNC.STAY
conferences.web.unc.edu

Chapel Hill, North Carolina
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Cineplex Odeon Queensway Cinemas // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonQueensway

Cineplex Odeon Varsity Cinemas & VIP  
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonVarsity

Cineplex Odeon, Yonge and Dundas // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonYongeDundas

❱ Fanshawe College Conference 
Services // London 
uniquevenues.ca/fanshawecollege

❱ Georgian Conference and 
Event Services // Barrie 
uniquevenues.ca/GeorgianConferenceServices

Glendon College // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/Glendon

❱ Humber Accommodations & 
Conference Services // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/Humber

Ivey ING Direct Leadership Centre // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/iveying

Nipissing University Residence and 
Conference Services // North Bay 
uniquevenues.ca/Nipissing

Residence & Conference Centre - Hamilton   
// Hamilton 
uniquevenues.ca/MohawkHamilton

Residence & Conference Centre - Oakville  
// Oakville 
uniquevenues.ca/SheridanOakville

Residence & Conference Centre - Oshawa  
// Oshawa 
uniquevenues.ca/DurhamCollege

Residence & Conference Centre - St. Clair 
College  // Windsor
uniquevenues.ca/rccstclaircollege

Residence & Conference Centre - Toronto  
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/SenecaNewnham

❱ Ryerson Conference Services 
and Lodging // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/Ryerson

Ohio University | Event Services
Dedicated, full conference and event planning agency, located on

the beautiful Ohio University Campus in Athens, Ohio.

• State of the art facilities
• Indoor and outdoor venues
• Newly renovated residence halls

• Beautiful, on campus chapel
• Custom lighting and sound
• Your event, concept to completion

Event Services | 1 Park Place Athens, OH 45701 | 740.593.4084 | ohio.edu/eventservices 

CREATE AN

Manchester University is the ideal
place for your next summer camp,
conference, seminar or retreat ! 
•	Meeting	spaces	for	up	to	500	
•	Top-rate	technology	
•	Athletic	facilities,	performance	venues
•	Extensive	food	service	options
•	Overnight	accommodations

Manchester University
Conference Services
North	Manchester,	Indiana	
877-624-8378	
meet@manchester.edu	
www.meetatmanchester.com

Plan your next meeting or event at 
Kenyon, where our world-class facilities, 
farm-to-table food program, and stellar 
customer service leave an unforgettable 
impression on every guest. For inquiries, 
contact Barbara Kakiris, director of 
marketing and sales, at 740-427-5101 or 
kakirisb@kenyon.edu.

G A M B I E R ,  O H I O  |  W W W . K E N Y O N . E D U
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Scotiabank Theatre Toronto // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/ScotiabankToronto

Silvercity Yorkdale Cinemas // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/SilvercityYorkdale

St. Andrew’s Club & Conference Centre  
// Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/standrewsclub

The Second City Toronto // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/secondcitytoronto

TMX Broadcast Centre // Toronto 
uniquevenues.ca/TMXBroadcast

❱ Trent University // Peterborough 
uniquevenues.ca/TrentUniv

❱ University of Toronto at 
Scarborough // Scarborough
uniquevenues.ca/utorontoscarborough

❱ University of Toronto 
Mississauga // Mississauga 
uniquevenues.ca/UToronto

❱ Western University // London 
uniquevenues.ca/uwesternontario

QUEBEC 
Bishop’s University // Sherbrooke
uniquevenues.ca/BishopsUniversity

Centre Mont-Royal // Montreal 
uniquevenues.ca/CentreMont-Royal

Scotiabank Theatre Montreal // Montreal 
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMontreal

Sherbrooke Exhibition Centre // Sherbrooke 
uniquevenues.ca/DestinationSherbrooke

SASKATCHEWAN 
Galaxy Cinemas Regina // Regina 
uniquevenues.ca/GalaxyRegina

Galaxy Cinemas Saskatoon // Saskatoon 
uniquevenues.ca/GalaxyCinemas

Manitou Springs Resort // Manitou Beach 
uniquevenues.ca/ManitouSprings

 We proudly offer
 state of the art technology, 

customizable and convenient meeting packages, 
exceptional quality catering,

and a professional staff 
to exceed all of your expectations. 

  

Located on a park-like suburban campus,
 the Gray Conference Center is minutes from 

downtown Hartford and easily accessible from
 all major highways.  

The Gray Conference Center at The University of Hartford is a unique  
and inviting location to host your next meeting or event.

GrayConferenceCenter.com

Your meeting, your way

860.768.4951Plan your meeting today

The College at Brockport | 350 New Campus Drive | Brockport, NY 14420

brockport.edu/planevents | 585.395.2275 | events@brockport.edu

The small town setting along the historic Erie Canal and proximity 

to both Rochester and Buffalo, make The College at Brockport 

campus an ideal location for your next event. 

Host your next event at � e College at Brockport

• Comprehensive meeting and 

event solutions

• Versatile venues and facilities, 

including our state-of-the-art 

House of  Fields

• Nutritional options 

and professional 

culinary expertise

• Customized services 

and amenities

• Overnight accommodations for conferences, 
  youth camps, and interns during the summer months
• Providing all of your dining and meeting space needs 
• Located along the St. Charles streetcar line, providing 
  access to downtown attractions. 

Wendy Baker
Assistant Director, Conference ServicesAssistant Director, Conference Services
Tulane University, Housing & Residence Life
27 McAlister Dr
New Orleans, LA 70118

tel 504.865.5724  |  fax 504.862.8944
wbaker2@tulane.edu
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The Event Services team at the University of Redlands is ready to handle your next 

conference, meeting or special event.  Our experienced staff will guide you through 

every step of the process, ensuring your needs are met and your expectations exceeded.

909-748-8116   •   www.redlands.edu   •   events@redlands.edu
1200 east Colton avenue   •   redlands, Ca  92373

University of redlands | Event Services 
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“It was an auspicious beginning and an 
extraordinary event to host when we were 
so new,” says Catherine Silver, vice presi-
dent of ballpark enterprises and guest ex-
periences who now estimates the ballpark 
hosts around 600 events per year. “We 
literally had 40,000 people take commu-
nion at the concession stands, which was 
pretty amazing.”

It was a similar experience at The Tower 
at Rice-Eccles Stadium at the University 
of Utah when it was home to the open-
ing and closing ceremonies of the 2002 
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City. 

“Hosting the ceremonies actually al-
lowed us to expand and offer our current 
reception areas,” says Melissa Van Hien, 
client services manager, who notes that 
many private functions today still like to 
play off the Olympic theme. “It gave us 
the opportunity to start investing in more 
events with the funding to build [spaces] 
and bring in necessary equipment.”

Today that means fi lling up the stadium 
with large groups for prominent public 
events like U2’s 360 Tour or welcoming 
smaller corporate holiday parties in a vari-
ety of private skyboxes. In these and many 
more examples, what planners have come 
to realize is that arenas are in fact winsome 
places to host events of all sizes thanks to 
a variety of spaces, special services and oh 
yeah, stadium seating.

TAKE EVERYONE 
Out  t o  th e 

FROM TELEVISED PAPAL MASSES TO MORE INTIMATE CORPORATE 
GATHERINGS, THESE STADIUMS HAVE MUCH TO OFFER 

EVENT PLANNERS IN THE OFF-SEASON.

By Selena Fragassi

NATIONALS PARK 
wasted no time in hosting a lavish event 

right a� er it opened in 2008. The stadium, 
normally home to the Washington Nationals 

Major League Baseball team, welcomed 
former Pope Benedict XVI for a well-

publicized Papal Mass just two weeks later.

Bring your meeting or event to 
PNC Park in Pittsburgh, and you'll 
have a home team advantage when 
it comes to attendance.

P
H

O
TO

 C
O

U
R

TE
S

T
Y 

O
F 

: 
P

N
C

 P
A

R
K

.

Spring 2014 // UniqueVenues.com // 3332 // unique venues // Spring 2014

“It was an auspicious beginning and an 
extraordinary event to host when we were 
so new,” says Catherine Silver, vice presi-
dent of ballpark enterprises and guest ex-
periences who now estimates the ballpark 
hosts around 600 events per year. “We 
literally had 40,000 people take commu-
nion at the concession stands, which was 
pretty amazing.”

It was a similar experience at The Tower 
at Rice-Eccles Stadium at the University 
of Utah when it was home to the open-
ing and closing ceremonies of the 2002 
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City. 

“Hosting the ceremonies actually al-
lowed us to expand and offer our current 
reception areas,” says Melissa Van Hien, 
client services manager, who notes that 
many private functions today still like to 
play off the Olympic theme. “It gave us 
the opportunity to start investing in more 
events with the funding to build [spaces] 
and bring in necessary equipment.”

Today that means fi lling up the stadium 
with large groups for prominent public 
events like U2’s 360 Tour or welcoming 
smaller corporate holiday parties in a vari-
ety of private skyboxes. In these and many 
more examples, what planners have come 
to realize is that arenas are in fact winsome 
places to host events of all sizes thanks to 
a variety of spaces, special services and oh 
yeah, stadium seating.

TAKE EVERYONE
Out  t o  th eOu t  t o  th e

FROM TELEVISED PAPAL MASSES TO MORE INTIMATE CORPORATE 
GATHERINGS, THESE STADIUMS HAVE MUCH TO OFFER 

EVENT PLANNERS IN THE OFF-SEASON.

By Selena Fragassi

NATIONALS PARK
wasted no time in hosting a lavish event 

right a� er it opened in 2008. The stadium, 
normally home to the Washington Nationals 

Major League Baseball team, welcomed 
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Bring your meeting or event to 
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We Open Doors

 DOWNLOADDOWNLOADDOWNLOAD

uniquevenues.com 

FREE
event 

inspiration
AT  YOUR 

fi ngertips.

DIGITAL  EDIT IONS OF 
UNIQUE VENUES MAGAZINE 

available for iOS and Android

NATIONALS PARK
wasted no time in hosting a lavish event 

right a� er it opened in 2008. The stadium, 
normally home to the Washington Nationals 

Major League Baseball team, welcomed 
former Pope Benedict XVI for a well-

publicized Papal Mass just two weeks later.

There’s no substitution for personalized service. Here at University of Delaware’s Conference Services, 

people depend on...well, people. You can count on a personal event manager to coordinate all the meeting 

services you need – from start to finish. We’ll help you choose from one of our three campuses totaling 

more than 66,000 square feet of meeting spaces including an auditorium, ballroom, classrooms, and a variety of 

open spaces for casual gatherings. Each venue has ample parking and two offer overnight lodging. Plus, nearby 

attractions like the beach and historic gardens make us a desirable location in the Mid-Atlantic Region. 

Of course, we do use state-of-the-art-technology to make it all happen. After all, we are a university.

P O L LY  W E I R ,  D I R E C TO R

302-831-2214  udel .edu /conferences

UD Conference Services

We are well-educated in the Art of Service.  
(There’s no app for that.)
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BY SELENA FRAGASSI

DEAN’S LIST

The CLASS ACT
Rob Webb went from working in a university conference  
department to planning events at them, and what he learned is 
that campuses are still grade A

“Education is in my blood,” Rob Webb, CMP resolutely affirms as he looks back 
over the course of his nearly 20-year career. It wasn’t so long ago that he was working in the confer-
ence planning department at Bentley University in Massachusetts. But in 2011, he came across 
an opportunity to sit on the other side of the desk by joining Envision as its director of conference 
services in Washington, D.C. In his new role, Webb now becomes the meeting planner oversee-
ing contractual and support services for experiential programs catered to career-minded students 
interested in medicine, law, engineering and business. 

“Envision was actually a client of mine at Bentley,” says Webb, “and one night I was talking 
with my predecessor who was getting ready to leave the organization, and I thought it would be 
a good fit for me having been in higher education for so long.” Webb fills us in on how he made 
the transition and his biggest piece of advice for planners.

ROBB WEBB
Director of Conference Services, 
Envision
rwebb@envisionexperience.com

Unique Venues: Was the transition from 
client relations to employee of Envision 
challenging?
Rob Webb: “Not really. Knowing I would be 
working with so many colleges in my new 
role made me really excited. I met so many 
different people in the collegiate industry 
across the country over the years, which 
made it easier because I felt like it would be a 
comfortable fit.”

UV: How often do you get to book with cam-
puses for Envision’s programs?
RW: “It’s about 75% colleges and universities, 
25% hotels, which is up from a 50-50 split. 
It’s important for us to use campuses to give 
students the feel of sleeping in residence halls 
and eating in dining halls. But hotels are still 
a big value partner because we have year- 
round programs.”

UV: Having now been on both sides of the 
job, what do you see as some of the areas 
where collegiate services need to improve?
RW: “Definitely being a one-stop shop. As 
a planner it’s so helpful. It doesn’t mean we 
won’t book with a campus that doesn’t have 
this service, but it’s certainly an advantage. 
My team books 85 sites a year with at least 

85 contracts, so if there’s just one person we 
need to communicate with at the venue, that’s 
great. Another area is the booking policies. 
We like to commit a year out and tell students 
where we will be next summer to get our early 
enrollments up, but a lot of universities can’t 
commit that far in advance. “

UV: What is your biggest piece of advice for 
planners interesting in booking a meeting or 
event on a campus?
RW: “It’s beneficial speaking with other plan-
ners who have done so. Most schools are happy 
to give references so you should call a planner 
who has been there before and get their feed-
back on the process and how it works.”

UV: What are some of your biggest achieve-
ments over the years?
RW: “It was a proud moment getting my 
MBA after years of balancing work and little 
kids and going to school at night. I was also 
honored to have been president of ACCED-I 
[the Association of Collegiate Conference & 
Events Directors International] when I was 
working on the campus side. That was one 
of the best times of my career.” 

GET CONNECTED
Envision
Envisionexperience.com
(877) 587.9659

Come and see what makes us Driven to Discover.
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If a summer conference is on your to-do list, consider the University of New Hampshire. 

Nobody wants to su� er through a week of stu� y meetings, so give your company, group 

or organization an experience to remember. Give your guests award-winning dining 

courtesy of world-class chefs and sta� , modern meeting facilities, comfortable overnight 

accommodations, and access to state-of-the-art recreational � elds and facilities. All this 

in a beautiful coastal setting that screams summer!

University of New Hampshire Conferences and Catering hosts everything from

seasonal conferences and business meetings to youth sports camps and

special events. A professional event planner will work with you on

everything from your agenda to the menu to social activities, so

contact us today and let’s get this summer conference started!

(603) 862-1900
conferences@unh.edu
unh.edu/conferences-catering

Conferences and Catering

We agree!
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We agree!

locationis e� rything.
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