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You won’t fi nd a bored room anywhere.

Conveniently located near downtown Las Vegas at U.S. 95 & Valley View Blvd.  |  702.822.8779  |  springspreserve.org

With both indoor and outdoor meeting spaces, say goodbye to stu� y work 

meetings. The Springs Preserve o� ers numerous unique, fully equipped venue 

options across a lush 180-acre campus. Add a little life to your next meeting. 



You won’t fi nd a bored room anywhere.

Conveniently located near downtown Las Vegas at U.S. 95 & Valley View Blvd.  |  702.822.8779  |  springspreserve.org

With both indoor and outdoor meeting spaces, say goodbye to stu� y work 

meetings. The Springs Preserve o� ers numerous unique, fully equipped venue 

options across a lush 180-acre campus. Add a little life to your next meeting. 



University of Nebraska does not discriminate based upon any protected status. Please see go.unl.edu/nondiscrimination. ©2017 The Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska. All rights reserved.

EAT. MEET. SLEEP.

Exceptional made simple.
800-809-8681   »   conferenceservices.unl.edu
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UT Conferences • Knoxville, Tennessee • (865) 974-0250
Fax: (865) 974-0264 • E-mail: conferences@utk.edu
www.utconferences.com

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E E

UT Conferences
From start to finish, our experience shows.

Meetings, conferences and youth events 
for 15 to 15,000 participants.

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E ET H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E E

UT ConferencesUT Conferences

      
 ronald.diment@villanova.edu

    www.conferenceservices.villanova.edu

Contact Villanova University Conferences Today!
610-519-7580

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE SERVICES 
The Main Line to Successful Meetings and Events

LOCATION…LOCATION – In the prestigious, Philadelphia Main Line suburbs with an on-campus train 
connection into Center City and Philadelphia International Airport, ½ mile from I-476, near Valley Forge 
National Park and top-ranked shopping, dining and attractions on the historic Lancaster Pike.

EDUCATE attendees in state-of-the-art-equipped learning environments, auditoria, meeting/class rooms and 
technology at a university known for academic excellence.

MOTIVATE attendees and facilitate team building in a pastoral, 250-acre landscape with classic, stone 
architecture and modern recreation facilities.

SERVE attendees with Ivy Award-winning, University-operated dining hall and catering services, comfortable 
guest apartments, and unique event venues such as the Connelly Center, Dundale Mansion, the Pavilion and 
more...

PLAN ON receiving one-stop-shop, professional conference service for all of the details at a value that will 
exceed expectations and the hospitality which reflects our welcoming Augustinian heritage.
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MeetatCumberland.com
856-691-9196  |  cec@cccnj.edu

Your best choice for 
conferences and events 
near the Jersey shore.

LEARN MORE  •  LUC.edu/conference
P  •  773.508.8090
E  •  conferences@LUC.edu

MORE THAN A 
MEETING DESTINATION
•   Five picturesque campuses in downtown Chicago and suburbs
•   Complete meeting packages for day and overnight conferences
•   Premier meeting and event venues with great views
•    Comfortable housing accommodations with a variety of 
  available options

•    Numerous team-building programs, including challenge 
courses, culinary events, and outdoor education

•   On-premise dining/catering and built-in audio/visual services
•     Leader in campus sustainability and a multitude of 

university resources

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO  •  CONFERENCE SERVICES
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A ROOM WITH A VIEW

1789

LINCOLN APPROVED

CAPITOLIZE YOUR TIME

our accomodations are a�ordably priced to meet your
budgetary needs

our rooms and apartments are equiped with conveniences
to make your stay a pleasant one

OUR SERVICE IS NO SECRET
we work hard to provide our guests with services and 
ammenities to create the best possible experience

located in the heart of DC, our facilities are conveniently
located near monuments, museums and activities

conferencehousing@georgetown.edu | 202-687-4560 | studentliving.georgetown.edu/summer

Big City Venues . . .
 Small City Prices

MANHATTAN
Located in the heart of New York City, the Manhattan  
campus o�ers ready access to the cultural, business, and 
professional resources of a global metropolis. �e campus, 
between �ird and Fourth Avenues, is conveniently served by  
all public transportation. 

OAKDALE
Enjoy a 172-acre estate with a historic mansion, ornate 
ballroom, and up-to-date conference rooms and classrooms. 
�is waterfront retreat will inspire you.

STATEN ISLAND
Experience a tranquil, wooded property overlooking  
scenic New York Harbor. This 16.5-acre campus combines 
the friendly atmosphere of a small college  with the 
resources of a leading  University, all just a quick ferry  
ride from Lower Manhattan.

QUEENS
Make the most of high-tech classrooms, seminar  
rooms, professional sports venues, and state-of-the-art 
conference facilities available on this park-like,  
105-acre campus.

M1-10449/LR
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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

THERE’S A COMMON PHR ASE that salespeople often hear 
during training seminars: “The sale begins when the customer 
says no.” It’s a scenario that plays out every day for non-traditional 
venues. The only difference is that the customer isn’t the one 

saying no—it’s actually their colleagues, coworkers, management, or other 
venue stakeholders.

Our members have heard “no” plenty. For the vast majority, meetings and 
events are an auxiliary form of revenue. Because it’s not the venue’s core busi-
ness, hosting outside groups can be a challenge. Just imagine converting an 
entire campus, museum, mansion, or movie theater from its standard business 
to a meeting or special event venue at night, in the summer, or on the week-
ends. But this is exactly what our members do every day, which is why we take 
the time to celebrate them every year.

Our annual Best of awards honor those venues (and the people behind them) 
that turn “no” into “yes” on a daily basis and still have the time and patience to 
deliver exceptional customer service.

This year’s winners and nominees are good negotiators, willing to take risks 
and go against the grain, and capable of taking on supervisors and establish-
ments to get things done and make clients happy. As their marketing partners, 
they’re an inspiration to us, and their colleagues look up to them as well. 

In fact, at our Annual Member Conference, other members wanted to know 
how these venues do it so they can follow suit and host an equally successful 
conference and event program. For example, how University of Maryland, Col-
lege Park turns their campus into a safe space for youth sports groups and camps 
or how Silver Bay YMCA Conference & Family Retreat Center continues to be a 
successful venue for reunions year after year (receiving our award in this category 
for three consecutive years!).

So, here’s to this year’s winners and nominees that show us daily that “no” just 
means it’s time to get to work, roll up the sleeves, and get the job done.

Michele Nichols, Founder Unique Venues
Michele@UniqueVenues.com

50 College Street • South Hadley, MA 01075 
413-538-2333 • www.meetatmhc.com

Mount Holyoke College welcomes your 
conference or meeting to our historic 
and scenic campus. Our facilities include 
the Willits-Hallowell Conference Center 
and Hotel, a full-service facility. We 
offer central coordination of state-of-
the-art classrooms and auditoriums, 
athletic facilities, professional catering, 
media services, and residence hall 
accommodations. New for 2018 summer 
programs: A brand new air conditioned 
dining center will be open with water 
views, outdoor seating, and savory 
new recipes.

Mount Holyoke College – a premier 
liberal arts college – is located in the 
heart of the Pioneer Valley of western 
Massachusetts, one of the nation’s 
most culturally vibrant regions. We’re 
minutes from interstate highways and 
35 miles from Bradley International 
Airport in Hartford, Connecticut.

Make It Memorable
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See What SNHU Can Do For You!
Conference and Event Services  
Plan your next big event at SNHU! Our expert staff will walk 
you through the process and show you all available options:

•  Affordable and customizable package pricing

•  Private and semi-private rooms with AC

•  Accommodations for up to 400 guests

•  Exceptional catering options (including lobster!)

•  Convenient location with easy airport access

•  Free parking and wireless internet

•  Professional technical support and state-of-the-art equipment 

603-645-9612
conferences@snhu.edu
www.snhuconferences.com

@SNHUConferences

SNHU Conference and Event Services

@SNHUConference
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● Modern meeting rooms with flexible configurations

● Advanced Technology

● Custom Catering Services

● Comfortable housing accommodations for groups, 
 leisure travelers and corporate interns

To begin planning your next Chicago experience, 
visit conferencechicagouc.com or call 877-482-2463

 

 

Get in the Loop at Conference Chicago 

Nestled in the hear t of downtown Portland, this 3,400-seat regional event  
center is per fect for conferences, banquets, receptions, lec tures, sporting  
events, commencements, trade shows and more. 

 Event Space
 Lodging
 Catering 503-725-2663  conferences@pdx.edu  vikingpavilion.com

BE AMONG THE FIRST TO HOST YOUR EVENT IN THE NEW

OPENING APRIL 2018  
AT PORTL AND STATE UNIVERSIT Y

VIKING PAVILION

 Audio Visual Support
 On-Site Ticketing
 Excercise Facilities

 Free Wi-Fi
 Convenient Parking
 Public Transportation

DISCOVER WHY PORTLAND, OREGON, IS ONE OF AMERICA’S BEST CITIES.

Portland State Conference & Event Services
Smith Memorial Student Union 
1825 SW Broadway
Portland, OR 97201
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AGENDA

WORD to the WISE
Dictionary.com added more than 300 new words this 

year, including these fun planner terms.
BY SELENA FRAGASSI

In 2017, Dictionary.com added an impressive 300 new 
words to the official English vocabulary. �ough many of them 
reflect our current political climate—‘woke’ and ‘lamestream’ 
among them—many could also soon become part of a planner’s 
vernacular. Here are a few of our favorites, their definitions, and 
how to use them the next time you’re talking to a colleague.

AL DESKO
DEFINITION: Eating at 
one’s office desk.
USE: “My lunch break has basical-
ly been al desko since January 1.”

ATHLEISURE
DEFINITION: A style of clothing in-
spired by athletic apparel but also 
worn as casual, everyday wear.
USE: “This event’s dress 
code is business casual so I 
will ignore any guest show-
ing up in athleisure.”

DESO
DEFINITION: Shortened term 
for designated driver.
USE: “With that open bar, I hope 
this room has a lot of desos.”

GHOSTING
DEFINITION: The practice of 
suddenly ending all contact with 
a person without explanation.
USE: “How is my client ghost-
ing me two weeks before 
their holiday party?”

MIC DROP
DEFINITION: Something, espe-
cially a statement or action, that 
displays such a bold confidence.
USE: “The keynote speaker 
totally had a mic drop moment 
at our conference when he 
started quoting Shakespeare.”

NBD
DEFINITION: Acronym 
for no big deal.
USE: “That weather forecast is 
NBD. We have an ‘indoor plan.’”

Find the full list at  
dictionary.com

PLANNER’S DICTIONARY HAPPY HOUR pg28DÉCOR pg22 FOOD FOR THOUGHT pg32
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Host your Conference 
at Carleton University.

•  Located minutes from Parliament Hill and the   
    Ottawa International Airport (YOW)

•  40,000 square feet of dedicated conference 
    and meeting space

•  Full-service catering and audio-visual services

•  Over 100 state-of-the-art theatres and
    multi-media classroom facilities

•  Overnight summer accommodations 
    (suite and traditional style) for up to 3,000
    May to August

Contact us today!
Carleton University Conference Services
1125 Colonel By Drive
Ottawa, ON, Canada, K1S 5B6
613-520-5611
ConferenceServices@carleton.ca

www.carleton.ca/ConferenceServices

›

›

›

›

›

›

MASSIVE 
IMPACT

Big screen,

560+ LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE     •    FULL-EVENT SERVICES    •   ONE POINT OF CONTACT

Amplify your message—share it on 

the big screen. With comfy seats, 

the perfect view, and custom event 

packages, Regal Business Events 

will give your guests an 

 award-winning experience. 

BLOCKBUSTER 
Company Meetings

PREMIERE 
Product Launches

RED CARPET 
V.I.P. Recognition

www.RegalBusinessEvents.com   
bizevents@regalcinemas.com  ·  866.507.3425

17-10917 RegalBusinessEvents_8.625x11.125.indd   1 5/17/2017   5:05:45 PM
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HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT HERE

Or at one of 30 other AEG Special Event Venues across the country.

Explore all of our venues on Unique Venues or at
WWW.AEGPSECIALEVENTVENUES.COM

PLAYSTATION THEATER - NEW YORK, NY

RECEPTIONSAWARD SHOWS MEETINGSCORPORATE EVENTS PHOTO SHOOTS
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BY SELENA FRAGASSI

THE AGENDA
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décor

Table rounds and classroom setups are so … been there, done that. 
�ese four venues decided to get creative with their arrangements by 
designing true gathering spots where everyone wants to pull up a chair.

CHASE CENTER
�is riverfront venue in Wilmington, 
Delaware configures couches and lounge 
chairs into mini living room areas—all 
forward facing—where everyone can 
get comfortable for keynote speakers. 
UniqueVenues.com/ChaseCenter

ELVIS PRESLEY’S GRACELAND 
For a recent conference reception, the 
Memphis mecca set up mini living 
rooms with “blue suede” accent lights 
on furniture, which was surrounded by 
20 of the singer’s famous automobiles. 
UniqueVenues.com/Graceland

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS
�e university’s conference and events 
department has started utilizing square 
tables instead of rounds to create a pol-
ished look and also maximize seating 
capacity to fit in more people for larger 
events. UniqueVenues.com/UNLV
 
WILLOWDALE ESTATE
For a recent wedding, this boutique 
venue in Topsfield, Massachusetts or-
ganized white sofas around a central 
platform where the bride and groom 
stood for the ceremony to give everyone 
a perfect view, and an extra comfortable 
seat so they could enjoy the moment.  
UniqueVenues.com/WillowdaleEstate

Unique Venues members show off unique seating configurations
SITTING PRETTY

At left: Graceland’s setup was fit for a King.
Top to bottom: Chase Center puts all their 
seating facing forward for keynotes, University 
of Nevada Las Vegas has opted to use square 
tables for more capacity, and Willowdale 
Estate sets up centers of attention.
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GET CONNECTED
Arvest Bank Theatre at The Midland  

Kansas City, MO
UniqueVenues.com/theMidland // (816)283.9951

Kansas City may be known for its 
history of jazz, barbecue, and baseball, 
but the one place that everyone loves 

to call home is the historic Arvest 
Bank Theatre at The Midland, which 

celebrates its incredible 90th an-
niversary in 2017. Originally called 

the Midland Theatre, it opened 
in October 1927 as a thriving 

silent motion picture theater—the 
third largest in the country at the 
time—seen in the picture here. 
As trends have changed over the 

years, the building has transformed 
into a professional bowling stadium, 
traditional movie theater, and now 
a concert venue operated by AEG 

Presents and the Cordish Company, 
after a multimillion-dollar renovation. 

Placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1977, the build-
ing still bears many of the original 

French-Italian Baroque design details, 
including 500,000-plus feet of gold 

leaf, five giant Czechoslovakian hand-
cut crystal chandeliers, and a room 
made entirely of Tiffany glass tiles. 

90 Years
YOUNG
A look back at Kansas City’s 
treasured Midland Theatre

FLASHBACK PHOTO

Curry College
E v e n t  &  C o n f e r e n c e  S e r v i c e s

1071 Blue Hill Ave., Milton, MA 
curry.edu

Curry College is the ideal location for conferences, corporate  
retreats, summer camps, educational programs, and more!
 Hosting your next event at Curry College offers:
  • A beautiful small town setting with easy access to Boston
  • An active partner in providing quality & welcoming experience
  • State-of-the-art auditorium, classrooms, athletic facilities,   
 outdoor pool, professional catering, and media services
  • Overnight accommodations during summer months
  • Affordable and diverse packaged pricing

    To learn more, or request a visit please call (617) 333-2993  
        or email conference_services@curry.edu.







Give breakout sessions 
a new meaning.

Open the door to new meeting space 
opportunities at Springs Preserve. Find 

unique indoor and outdoor venues across 
our lush 180-acre campus along with an 

array of A/V packages and catering options. 
Big thinking starts in an open space. 

Conveniently located near downtown 
Las Vegas at U.S. 95 & Valley View Blvd.  

702.822.8779  |  springspreserve.org

Centrally located near The White House   *   Complimentary WiFi   *   Walking distance from 4+ hotels   *   9 di�erent AV 
services   *   15 minute drive from Reagan National Airport   *   Capacity for 8-250 people   *   Additional meeting rooms

Conta� Ayahna Hunter at hunter@newamerica.org or (202) 735-2805

1 mile

1 mile

 
TheLoftat600F.com 202.431.8516

IN THE HEART OF

DC

EVENT & MEETING SPACES

VOTED 2016

BEST VENUE FOR

SMALL
GATHERINGS

High ceilings and exposed brick in the historic 
OBA No. 6 are accented with modern tech and 
chic furnishings in the perfect downtown venue.

The Loft at 600 F is the premier collection of DC 
boutique event spaces. One mile from both the 
White House and Capitol Hill, we are one of the 
most centrally located event spaces in the 
nationa’s capitol and highest rated venues 
according to Yelp and Google Reviews.

Each floor can be set from a chic lounge to a 
formal conference table or from an engaging 
lecture or discussion panel to dual bar happy 
hour or seated dinner for up to 120 guests.

By day, our three floors are perfect for staff 
retreats, corporate meetings, workshops, hack-
athons, conferences and training seminars.
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happy hour

Does your venue have a popular 
custom drink? 

We’d love to feature it.  

Submit your recipes to 

ann@uniquevenues.com.

GET CONNECTED
Drinkhouse Fire & Ice // Miami Beach, FL

UniqueVenues.com/DrinkhouseFireandIce 
(305)534.2423

THE AGENDA

FIRE & ICE
Mulled Cider 

Courtesy of Drinkhouse 
Fire & Ice

(Miami Beach, FL)

�e tastes of the holiday season are all 
wrapped up in this warm mulled cider, courtesy 

of Drinkhouse Fire & Ice, Miami’s one and 
only ice bar that dazzles guests with incredible 

sculptures and unique ambiance. �e venue also 
offers regular cocktail classes where guests can 

learn to make drinks just like this.  

INGREDIENTS:
1    (750 ml) bottle red wine 

1    orange, sliced

¼ cup  honey or sugar

8    whole cloves

2    cinnamon sticks

2    star anise

¼ cup  brandy (optional)

TO PREPARE:
1. Combine all ingredients in a non-alumi-
num saucepan, and bring to a simmer over 
medium-high heat. 
2. Reduce heat to medium-low heat, and 
let simmer for at least 15 minutes.  
3. Strain and serve warm. 
Makes about 6 servings.   

AT 1,250,000+ SQ.FT.
The National could hold more than

21.7 FOOTBALL 
FIELDS 

917 guestrooms & 61 

gathering rooms…

it’s like having 114 

8-bedroom/8-bath 
vacation homes

Our scenic setting spans 

MORE THAN 

65 Acres
about the same size as 
Hong Kong’s Disneyland 

BIG SPACES...
colossal spaces

The National is in your backyard and fully confi gurable to your group’s exacting 
needs. Contact one of our experienced ambassadors at 703.724.6040 for a site 
visit or check us out at CONFERENCECENTER.COM

GO BIGGER and BETTER

LEESBURG, VA

SMACK DAB in the heart 
of DC’s Wine Country

Only 14 MILES from Dulles 
International Airport

BIG TIME
address

The National Conference Center | 18980 Upper Belmont Place | Leesburg, VA 20176 | ConferenceCenter.com

MEETINGS | TRAINING | CONFERENCES | SYMPOSIUMS | SUMMITS | EVENTS

Mega Challenge ROPES
COURSE on property 

5.89 TENNIS COURTS
could fi t inside our 
16,552 sq.ft. ballroom 
(Northern VA’s largest!)

Publication: Unique Venues      Job#: 796-7782      Size: 8.375 x 10.875   

Run Date: Nov 2017       Ad Produced by Dana Communications 609.466.9187



Winter 2018 // uniquevenues.com // 29

AT 1,250,000+ SQ.FT.
The National could hold more than

21.7 FOOTBALL 
FIELDS 

917 guestrooms & 61 

gathering rooms…

it’s like having 114 

8-bedroom/8-bath 
vacation homes

Our scenic setting spans 

MORE THAN 

65 Acres
about the same size as 
Hong Kong’s Disneyland 

BIG SPACES...
colossal spaces

The National is in your backyard and fully confi gurable to your group’s exacting 
needs. Contact one of our experienced ambassadors at 703.724.6040 for a site 
visit or check us out at CONFERENCECENTER.COM

GO BIGGER and BETTER

LEESBURG, VA

SMACK DAB in the heart 
of DC’s Wine Country

Only 14 MILES from Dulles 
International Airport

BIG TIME
address

The National Conference Center | 18980 Upper Belmont Place | Leesburg, VA 20176 | ConferenceCenter.com

MEETINGS | TRAINING | CONFERENCES | SYMPOSIUMS | SUMMITS | EVENTS

Mega Challenge ROPES
COURSE on property 

5.89 TENNIS COURTS
could fi t inside our 
16,552 sq.ft. ballroom 
(Northern VA’s largest!)

Publication: Unique Venues      Job#: 796-7782      Size: 8.375 x 10.875   

Run Date: Nov 2017       Ad Produced by Dana Communications 609.466.9187



London · Los Angeles · San Francisco · New York · Chicago · 
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Thoughtfully designed space
for meetings, offsites and more
Engineered to inspire teams and impress clients, every Breather space 
includes the tech and amenities you need to do your best work. Reserve
for only the hours you need, with no minimum spend or commitment.

Browse and book today at Breather.com.
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food for thought

Butternut Squash Soup
Courtesy of Oak Ridge Hotel & Conference Center 

 (Chaska, MN) 

As winter approaches, few things are more comforting than a piping hot bowl of soup. Oak Ridge Hotel & 
Conference Center knows that all too well, since the venue is based in Minnesota where the temps can dip into 

single digits (or colder) during the season. To warm guests up, they serve this hearty butternut squash soup, 
made with kitchen staples and a dash of fresh herbs.

TO PREPARE:
1. Cut squash in half, clean out, and 
smear with honey. 

2. Roast squash in oven at 350 degrees 
for one hour, until soft. 

3. In pot, melt butter, add sliced shallots, 
and sauté until tender.

4. Add flour to pot and stir continuously.

5. Add ⅓ of the stock and keep stirring.

6. Add cooked squash, the remaining ⅔ 
of the stock, and rosemary sprigs. Sim-
mer for 45 minutes. 

7. Add salt and pepper to taste. 

8. Remove rosemary, pour mixture in 
blender, and puree. 

9. Return mixture to a pot over heat, 
and add rosemary back in.

10. Simmer for 15 minutes. 

11. Season to taste. Makes 2 gallons.  

INGREDIENTS:
10 lbs.  butternut squash
½ cup  honey
1.5 gal.  chicken stock
3  shallots, thinly sliced
1 cup  butter
1 cup  flour
3  rosemary sprigs

salt & pepper, to taste
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THE AGENDA

GET CONNECTED
Oak Ridge Hotel &  

Conference Center  // Chaska, MN
UniqueVenues.com/OakRidge

(952) 368.1470
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Book your next event at Philadelphia's
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WHAT’S TRENDING
BY SELENA FRAGASSI 
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Room for Rent
As hotel rates continue to climb, campuses are stepping 
in with an abundance of availability for leisure travelers.

It’s the phenomenon sweeping every major city: Hotel rates are going up. 
In Chicago, the average per diem has increased by 16.8 percent from 2015 to 
2016; in D.C., it’s 12.5 percent; and even in Jackson, Mississippi, rates have 
gone up by 11.9 percent (all the findings according to a study by Business 
Travel News published last March).

As hotel rates continue to climb, people 
are checking out—and looking into other 
options for overnight accommodations. 
And that has set college and univer-
sity campuses up nicely with a supply of 
sometimes thousands of beds in residence 
halls to meet growing demand for more 
affordable options.

“Price is probably our best advantage, 

especially when someone is looking for 
a deal,” says Cliff Fielder, conference 
services manager at Western University 
in London, Ontario, which currently has 
500 single rooms, 3,000 double rooms, 
and 900 suites available across campus 
for $65 a day, seven days a week when 
school is not in session (early May to mid-
August). With such a large unused allot-

ment, the university has started to aggres-
sively go after leisure solo travelers and 
families looking for competitive rates in 
a central location. “We recognized about 
three years ago that we have an incredible 
inventory of space available, so why not 
go out and promote and try to sell it?” he 
says. “It’s a lucrative segment for us with 
continual double-digit growth.”

At Western, Fielder says residence halls 
operate much like a hotel with beds (and 
basic linens) and breakfast that can be ar-
ranged for groups. He and his team have 
particularly been successful in catering to 
visitors of a nearby hospital that may need 
to find last-minute options. 

“We are pretty close to our univer-
sity hospital, and have been able to offer 
family stays for people that are visiting 
for the short-term but need beds for a 
number of unexpected nights,” he notes.

At Thunderbird Executive Inn and 

Clockwise from left: A look at the modern 
accommodations available for rent at 

Western University; many guests choose 
to stay at The Thunderbird Executive Inn 

and Conference Center for its unique feel; 
and the overnight rooms at University of 

Hartford are popular with interns.
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Conference Center in Glendale, 
Arizona (a unit of the Arizona State 
University Knowledge Enterprise), the 
property tends to attract both business 
travelers and leisure travelers includ-
ing NFL football fans coming in for 
Arizona Cardinals games as well as 
guests attending MLB’s Spring Train-
ing season every year. 

“Our guests like the quiet atmo-
sphere and close proximity to sporting 
events and shopping, and they’re not 
afraid to try a non-traditional hotel—
not just for cost savings but also the 
experience that is memorable,’” says 
Patti Davidson, regional general 
manager of the property that has 120 
single rooms and 14 doubles that range 
from $69-200 a night and are available 
year-round. 

The inn and conference center is 
located on the campus of ASU’s Thun-
derbird School of Global Management, 
which dates back to World War II when 
it was used as a fighter training base. 
Today, many black-and-white photos 
illustrating that history decorate the 
rooms and common areas, adding to 
the property’s charm. Davidson also 
believes that the individualized service at 
a campus is part of its success. “What’s 
unique about being at a university is that 
we know how to treat the customer with 
exceptional service and amenities, and 
they grow to love and appreciate that.”

Though the Thunderbird Executive 
Inn and Conference Center has been 
open since 1996, it was in 2005 that a 
turning point came when the property 
retained FLIK Hospitality Group as a 
management company, “allowing us 
to strongly market to leisure travelers,” 
says Davidson. “We really started to 
see an uptick in the transient market 
in 2012 and realized we could compete 
in the standard business market. Our 
business travelers have liked the resort-
style atmosphere we have to offer and 
also the fact that we haven’t had to 
compromise on amenities they expect 

from a corporate hotel.”
At the University of Hartford in West 

Hartford, Connecticut, the influx of 
residence housing over the summer has 
provided a unique opportunity to go 
after interns. 

“We are right in the insurance capital 
of the country. A number of companies 
like Cigna, Prudential, and The Hart-
ford are literally all in our backyard,” says 
Director of Conference Services Heather 
Canny. “It’s a really good market to tap 
into since they are all right here.”

At this campus, there are 20, four-per-
son suites with kitchen, living room, and 
separate bathrooms available for varying 
rates from late May until mid-August.

“We always had a speckling of 
interns, but three summers ago, we 
decided to be proactive and invested ef-
forts to get larger contracts as opposed 
to just one-off visitors,” says Canny, 
noting that The Hartford Insurance 
Company is their largest client with a 
contract for 20-plus interns that was 
recently renewed for a third year.

“It’s a very pretty campus, and a nice 
place for them to live, but we do have 
competition from apartment buildings 
in downtown Hartford that have intern 
housing. They are more like luxury 
apartments, but also a tier or two price-
wise above us,” Canny adds, saying that 
her team’s strategy for new business is 
to market what they do have. “We are 
price-conscious, safe, and have a lot of 
outdoor space. Plus a membership to our 
sports center comes with every rental. 
We also have complimentary parking 
on campus and free laundry.”

Of course there are challenges—in 
the case of the University of Hartford it’s 
their late time window (beds don’t open 
up until closer to Memorial Day and 
are unavailable as of the second week 
in August). At Thunderbird Executive 
Inn & Conference Center it’s visibility. 
“Finding our location can be a challenge 
because we don’t have a branded name 
out on the street; we are located within 

a campus without our own drive,” says 
Davidson. There’s also no standalone 
restaurant so guests have to share dining 
venues with the student body. It’s a 
similar situation at Western, says Fielder. 
“We have to let people know that there’s 
a potential of conference groups being 
there and some students that stay and 
do summer classes. They also have to 
realize that we don’t have active food 
and beverage like a hotel.” But he and 
Davidson say as long as they are upfront 
with guests about the environment they 
don’t seem to mind in the long run.

And so far the future looks good. 
Almost all of the properties interviewed 
have moved on from just simply register-
ing guests through their own website 
platforms and have started making 
rooms available on third party travel 
websites like Hotwire, Booking.com, 
Travelocity, and Expedia.

In fact, Davidson says Thunderbird’s 
third party online reservations have 
grown 26 percent from the 2015-16 
fiscal year to date. “That’s up more than 
$340,000 for us,” she says, “strictly 
by getting our name out there.” A big 
part is also the reviews, she says. “We 
pride ourselves on having all reviews 
responded to, good or bad, so people 
know what they will experience when 
coming to our property, which is usu-
ally pretty satisfying.” 

GET CONNECTED
Thunderbird Executive Inn  

& Conference Center
Glendale, AZ

UniqueVenues.com/ThunderbirdExecutiveInn 
 (602)978.7444

University of Hartford 
West Hartford, CT

UniqueVenues.com/UnivHartford 
 (860)768.4951

Western University 
London, ON

UniqueVenues.ca/uwesternontario 
(519)661.3545
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HILL CENTER at the OLD NAVAL HOSPITAL
A HISTORIC VENUE for MODERN BUSINESSES

Rooms full of natural light.       Non-profit discount available.
Green, environmentally friendly building.       Support sta� centered on you.

Hill Center is a historic Civil War-era building rehabilitated into a modern 
home for arts, culture and education in the heart of Washington, DC. 
Conveniently located near Reagan National Airport, Union Station, 
metro, hotels & restaurants.

921 Pennsylvania Avenue SE
Washington, DC  20003

hillcenterdc.org 

SpecialEvents@HillCenterDC.org or call (202) 499-6449

• Multi-day conferences

• Trainings

• Receptions

• Retreats

• Indoor or Outdoor Events

• Meetings

MORE UNIQUE VENUES AT AVENUEEVENTGROUP.COM

ORLANDO EVENT VENUES

UNIQUE VENUES | CORPORATE EVENTS | DESTINATION PLANNING

Y O U R S P A C E  T O  I N S P I R E

THEFALLSEVENTCENTER.COM

• Complimentary Parking 
• Free AV Essentials

• Open Vendor Policy
• Complimentary Wifi

• Professional Staff
• Tables & Chairs Included

VENUE FEATURES

St George, UT

Fresno, CA

Elk Grove, CA

McMinnville, OR

The Falls Event Centers offer amazing buildings with f lexible indoor & 
outdoor spaces that can be rented to f it any event you are planning.
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THE MAIN EVENT
BY SELENA FRAGASSI 

MOON Struck
Furman University welcomed droves of stargazers to its South Carolina campus in 
August, with everyone intent on catching a glimpse of the Great American Eclipse.

�ere’s nothing like a once-in-a-lifetime feat of nature to bring out 
the crowds. In August, Furman University welcomed more than 10,000 
visitors and an additional 4,000 students, faculty, and staff that had recently 
returned for the school year to the Paladin Stadium to get a front-row seat 
to the first total solar eclipse since 1918. “It was an incredible thing to see, 
with all the people everywhere with glasses on viewing this great event,” 
says Tony McGuirt, director of Younts Conference Center & Summer 
Programs at the university.

Located in Greenville, South Carolina, 
Furman was in the direct path of the 
eclipse as it traversed the United States 
and left viewers in the stadium in total 
blackout for a full two minutes. “We 
had the perfect weather for it, with 
completely clear skies,” adds McGuirt, 
noting that in almost every aspect the 
event went off without a hitch.

A committee of 12 staff had been 
planning for the gathering since April. 
“We relied on our marketing com-

munications department to get the 
word out through news releases, social 
media, and our website,” says McGuirt. 
�e strategy worked so well that he 
says a large majority of the crowd was 
from out-of-state and he even ran into a 
family from London that had planned 
their U.S. holiday around the solar 
stunner. “I asked them how they found 
us and they said on the web, so we 
knew it was effective.”

One of the biggest challenges in pre-

paring for the free viewing was trying 
to anticipate how many people would 
actually show up, particularly since 
Furman didn’t have tickets or take any 
RSVPs. “We were anticipating up to 
10,000 guests, but as the momentum 
built up, we began to realize it would 
probably be larger than that,” says 
McGuirt. “So we had to be prepared 
for a ‘sell out,’ and anticipate what we 
would do if we ran out of parking, for 
example.” In that case the plan would 
have been to close the gates and say the 
venue was at capacity. “But thankfully 
we actually never had to do that. We 
came close, but we could have put a 
few more in the [16,000-seat] sta-
dium,” he adds. “A lot of people chose 
to stay outside the stands and fill up 
the grassy areas, too.” 

Outside the stadium guests had 
plenty of events to occupy their time 
starting at noon, two hours before 
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the main event. “Th ere were various 
booths, probably about 20, where 
people could buy food, kids could take 
part in STEM activities, and there 
were sponsors focused on health, cli-
mate science, and other topics,” notes 
McGuirt who says the school provided 
water for all 14,000 guests due to the 
excessive heat on the day. Th e univer-
sity also purchased 10,000 specially 
designed protective glasses, which 
could be picked up at various points 
on campus, allowing people to turn 
their eyes to the skies without risking 
any vision damage. 

Th e main benefi t of being inside 
the stadium though was the addition 
of Physics Professor David Moff ett 
who emceed the event and provided 
in-depth commentary. “He was tell-
ing folks what was happening as time 
passed, what was happening in other 
states at various times, and really just 
walking everyone through the whole 
process,” says McGuirt. “He was ex-
tremely informative.” Th e jumbotron 
screens on the fi eld also carried a live 
stream from NASA that gave the full 
grasp of the momentous event. “We 
wanted to make it entertaining and 
educational at the same time,” admits 
McGuirt. Several students from 
Furman as well as nearby campuses 

were also conducting experiments on-
site, in an area separate from the crowd 
where they could gather data. Media, 
too, also came out in full force with 
Furman receiving coverage from local 
news stations like WUSA-9, WYFF-
4, and national outlet Th rillist.

“It was a tremendous PR event for 
us as well,” says McGuirt, further 
noting that the main goal for the staff  
was to make it a memorable experi-
ence for everyone involved. “One of 
our missions is to be part of the com-
munity and give back, and so we hope 

they enjoyed the day and walked away 
with a positive view of Furman and 
felt welcome  to come back and share 
the word about us.” 

Th ere is a good chance that could 
happen in seven years, if not before, 
as the next major eclipse crosses the 
same path in 2024. 

GET CONNECTED
Furman University

Greenville, SC
UniqueVenues.com/furman

(864)294.2390

People from all over the U.S. 
and as far away as London came 
to Furman University to see the 

eclipse in August. The campus was 
in the direct path of the event and 

has a 16,000-seat stadium.

THE MAIN EVENT
BY SELENA FRAGASSI 
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TAKE YOUR GROUP 
TO NEW PLACES!

RETREATS at FROST VALLEY YMCA
• Frost Valley works closely with groups to align their goals  

and expectations. 

• Your experience is personalized for you and your group’s needs.

• Packages include programs, conference rooms accommodating  
15-300 people, audio/visual/technical support, 
comfortable lodging, WiFi and catered meals.

• A wide array of recreational and educational 
programming is available.

• Your group will have the  
opportunity to reconnect with 
each other and nature.

• Frost Valley YMCA is an 
excellent location to build 
your team, vision and future.

TEL 845-985-2291  EMAIL info@frostvalley.org  WEB frostvalley.org
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Our value-added packages include overnight accomodations, breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, daily break service, general session meeting space & an
audio-visual package. Complimentary shuttle service provided to BWI
Airport, Amtrak & Light Rail.

Available on all 2018 dates (Valid on new bookings only, not available over black out dates, rates quoted do not include tax).

692 Maritime Boulevard,
Linthicum Heights, MD 21090

Toll Free (866)-629-3196
www.mccbwi.org

Learn More
www.mccbwi.org

Hot Dates
Promotion
Special Discount
$67 Daily Meeting Package (DMP)
$159 Guestroom Package

Book before
March 31, 2018

MEET HEREMEET HERE

Chicago’s North Shore Convention and Visitors Bureau is dedicated to offering you everything you

need for a  successful meeting or event: location, amenities, superior service, entertainment, ease

of  transportation and the  exquisite style that is the hallmark of  Chicago’s North Shore.

Proud members of

For personalized assistance, contact Kimberly Wright, CMP at

847-763-0011 ext. 123 or kwright@cnscvb.com 

CHICAGO’S NORTH SHORE… WHERE YOU GET EVERYTHING

Ideal
Location

Excellent
Value

Superb
Facilities

Our hotels with meeting space are: 

Crowne Plaza Chicago/Northbrook – Northbrook

Delta Hotel by Marriott 
Chicago North Shore – Glenview

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel and Conference Center
Chicago-North Shore – Skokie

Hilton Chicago/Northbrook – Northbrook 

Hilton Garden Inn Chicago North Shore – Evanston

Hilton Orrington/Evanston – Evanston

Holiday Inn Chicago North-Evanston – Evanston 

Holiday Inn North Shore – Skokie

Renaissance Chicago 
North Shore Hotel – Northbrook

Westin North Shore – Wheeling

Unique meeting and event venues include:

Chicago Botanic Garden – Glencoe

The Glen Club – Glenview

Illinois Holocaust Museum – Skokie

Lakeview Banquets – Glenview

Levere Memorial Temple – Evanston

North Shore Center for the Performing Arts – Skokie

Northwestern University – Evanston

Pinstripes – Northbrook

Redfield Estate – Glenview

Winnetka Community House – Winnetka

Ideal
Location

Excellent
Value

Superb
Facilities

A turn-of-the-20th-century mansion set on 80 acres of landscaped 

grounds, Boston College’s Connors Center offers all the amenities  

of a full-service conference facility in a bucolic setting only 20 miles 

from downtown Boston.

2017 winner—best small-market venue

features
– Twelve meeting rooms

– Built-in audiovisual systems

– Overnight accommodations

meet@bc.edu  |  www.theconnorscenter.com   |  617-552-9210

– Outdoor function areas

– Formal gardens

– Hospitality suite
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Chicago-North Shore – Skokie

Hilton Chicago/Northbrook – Northbrook 

Hilton Garden Inn Chicago North Shore – Evanston

Hilton Orrington/Evanston – Evanston

Holiday Inn Chicago North-Evanston – Evanston 

Holiday Inn North Shore – Skokie

Renaissance Chicago 
North Shore Hotel – Northbrook

Westin North Shore – Wheeling

Unique meeting and event venues include:

Chicago Botanic Garden – Glencoe

The Glen Club – Glenview

Illinois Holocaust Museum – Skokie

Lakeview Banquets – Glenview

Levere Memorial Temple – Evanston

North Shore Center for the Performing Arts – Skokie

Northwestern University – Evanston

Pinstripes – Northbrook

Redfield Estate – Glenview

Winnetka Community House – Winnetka

Ideal
Location

Excellent
Value

Superb
Facilities
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MADE OF STEEL
From sports stadiums to a piano bar and thriving campus, these 

four venues provide ironclad reasons to visit Pittsburgh.

Unique Venues hosted its recent Annual Members Conference in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and we fell so in love with the city, its people and the great venues 
we just had to share these four top picks with you.

Heinz Field
As if being in a football stadium wasn’t 
enough of a thrill, one of the coolest new 
venues at Heinz Field (home of the Pitts-
burgh Steelers) is the PNC Champions 
Club. �is trendy spot features a full glass 
enclosure where attendees have a unique 
vantage point from the field’s south end 
zone. “You can sit inside and be 5-10 feet 
off the grass and see the entire stadium,” 
says Corporate Communications Manag-
er Nick Sero. “It’s turned into a great spot 
for events with a full view of the stadium 

plus top shelf food and drink options.”
PNC Champions Club is just one of 

many options for rental at the stadium, 
which is located in a prime spot along the 
Ohio River, just a bridge away from the 
downtown district. Large-scale events of 
up to 100,000 (utilizing the 68,000 seats 
inside and parking lots outside) are wel-
come as are small weddings and meetings 
that take place in suites, such as a recent 
40-person meetup for a regional chapter 
of Coaches vs. Cancer. “We really do 
have a few different areas in the stadium 

that are good for any size,” says Sero.
He also touts the in-house catering 

as some of the best in all of sports. “We 
work with Aramark to do catering for 
all our events, and they prepare barbe-
cue that is brined in-house and is really 
exceptional.” Some of the other features 
groups can take advantage of are exclu-
sive facility tours, alumni and player meet 
and greets, and large scoreboards and 
TVs inside all clubs and suites that can 
display logos, meeting schedules, or any 
other visuals a client may need. 

“We are not just the home of the Steel-
ers, but the home of Pittsburgh,” says 
Sero. “Whatever the event is, the client 
will find the right spot for them.”

ON THE ROAD
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HEINZ FIELD
The stadium can host events up to 
100,000 or more intimate options.
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University of Pittsburgh
� e University of Pittsburgh has many of 
the amenities of a large campus, but there 
is one standout space that visitors always 
fl ock to: the Cathedral of Learning. It’s 
the second tallest educational building in 
the world and plays host to a number of 
‘nationality rooms.’ “Almost any country 
you can think of is represented,” says 
Conference Services Manager Adrianne 
R. Holmes, noting that her department 
can also set up tours. 

For visiting groups, Holmes and her 
team can help reserve space at the campus’ 
University Club or the Petersen Events 
Center, both off ering a unique layout of 
spaces. In the University Club, there are 
two ballrooms, four smaller breakout 
rooms, and a rooftop terrace with a view 
of the cathedral. � ere are also two on-site 
restaurants for convenient dining experi-
ences. � e Petersen Events Center is the 
university’s sports facility with a 12,000-
seat multi-purpose arena for use as well as 
a handful of other smaller spaces. 

� ough space is limited on-site for 
overnight accommodations, Holmes 

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
The campus’ Cathe-

dral of Learning is 
the second tallest 

educational building 
in the world. 

CONFERENCES  &  EVENTS  SERVICE S
PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY, TACOMA, WA

253-535-7670                          plu.edu/conferences

Whether you are planning an athletic competition or a major 
conference, we offer the spaces, services and experiences 

guaranteed to make your next event a success: 

• Technology • Campus Restaurants • Overnight Lodging
• On-Site Catering • Conference Team  for 1 to 1,200
• Indoor & Outdoor • Competitive Pricing • Custom Packages

Athletic Facilities   

A COZY PLACE TO

CHECK OUT OUR

SPORTS & ARTS

On-Site Services
•  Multimedia Packages
•  Free Wifi 
• Stage Lighting
• Parking: FREE and

Plentiful
• Concierge ServicesAdvertising Services

• Design & Print 
• Video Recordings 
• Free Advertising on

Campus Calendar

LET US TAKE CARE OF THE

• Apartment-Style  
Lodging

• Traditional Style  
Residence-Hall Rooms

• Flexible Length Stays 
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regularly works with nearby hotels, in-
cluding the Wyndham, Hilton Garden 
Inn, and Residence Inn Pittsburgh Oak-
land/University Place to secure room 
blocks and special rates for multi-day 
conference guests. Other perks of host-
ing a meeting at the university, she says, 
is, “We offer free Wi-Fi at the University 
Club, and there are food and beverage 

minimums so that if a group spends a cer-
tain amount, the room rental is waived.” 
Her department can also work with the 
parking office to reserve spots for con-
ference guests. “We are a one-stop shop 
that’s able to plan an entire conference so 
it’s easier for a planner to navigate. 

Howl at the Moon
Music can not only add ambiance to your 
next event, it can also be the main focus 
when you gather at Howl at the Moon. 
�is high-energy live entertainment 
venue is one of 16 national locations (and 
on some cruise ships), located in Pitts-
burgh’s cultural district. “We are within 
walking distance to the convention center 
and stadiums, so people can easily find 
us,” says Sales & Event Manager Natalie 
Holoweckyj, noting that Howl at the 
Moon has quite the range for what it can 
host. “We can do just about everything, 
from luncheons to offering our stage for 
speakers, team-building activities, or the 
traditional nightlife experience. It really is 
customizable for each group.”

Holoweckyj and her team can coor-
dinate full buyouts for about 430 people 
or semi-private event space for a group as 
small as 10. �ough the main floor is one 

open room, the Moon Deck is another 
popular option that has an elevated area 
and private bar. �e venue has full catering 
services (whether just apps or a complete 
dinner) and bar options including hourly 
drink packages and drink tickets. �ere 
are also A/V capabilities, including micro-
phones and TV monitors for slideshows 
and logos. 

Of course entertainment is the big 
draw here, and there are several packages 
groups can take advantage of, from setting 
up a dinner and dueling piano show to a 
more customized concert with a curated 
playlist of tracks. “Our musicians really 
can play everything,” says Holoweckyj. 
For private events, planners can also fill 
out a questionnaire that allows the mu-
sician to play a song written just for the 
group. “We can also do something a bit 
more structured like a ‘name that tune’ 
game,” she adds. “Our goal is to ensure 
everyone has a good time.”

PNC Park
Enjoying a day at the park is a totally dif-
ferent ballgame when you’re an attendee 
of an event rather than a spectator. “People 
always see a ballpark when it’s full, but it’s 
such a unique feeling and view when you 

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
Staff at the university operates like a one- 

stop shop for easier planning of events.

HOWL AT THE MOON PIANO BAR
Above and below: Events have the floor 
at this live entertainment venue.
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see it empty and can fully understand 
the magnitude of how big these places 
are,” says Ann Elder Regan, Director of 
PNC Park Events.

As the home of the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates, PNC Park has seen its share of 
exciting moments during the regular 
playing season and the off-season when 
some truly magical events take place. 
One of Elder’s favorites was a few years 
ago when a client opted to utilize 90 
percent of the park for one event. “We 
had a check presentation on the field, a 
private concert with a major music act, 
themed spaces and decorated hallways, 
and a formal dinner,” she recalls. “We 
love when clients challenge us. Anything 
they want to try to do, we will do our 
best to make it happen.”

One of the newest spaces is the Busi-
ness Center, a versatile option with 
state-of-the-art A/V, its own private con-
ference room, and reception space. The 
Hall of Fame Club and Lexus Club are 
two other popular choices that can be set 
up in a myriad of ways, each with a patio 
that overlooks the playing field and the 
city skyline. The park is actually located 
just outside the city proper with the 
benefit of accessible parking and close 
proximity to hotels and restaurants. 

Most events take place when the team 
is on the road or not active, “but during 
the season we do have space available 

and all-day meetings can roll right into 
a game,” says Elder, noting there is space 
for 5 to 1,000 people, whether it’s an 
intimate networking event or a tented 
dinner on the field with catering pro-
vided by one of two providers. Here, too, 
sports fans can get incredibly unique ex-
periences from private tours to practice 
in the batting cages and walking the 
bases. Says Elder, “We can even custom-
ize merchandise through our Fanatics 
Store to ensure they have something to 
go home with, too.” 
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ON THE ROAD

GET CONNECTED

Heinz Field
heinzfield.com/private-events

Howl at the Moon
UniqueVenues.com/HowlPittsburgh

(412) 586.5692

PNC Park
UniqueVenues.com/PNCPark

(412) 325.4746

University of Pittsburgh Conference 
Services

UniqueVenues.com/UnivPittsburgh
(412) 648.1644

PNC PARK
Pictured here and above: More than a ball-
park, PNC Park also has meeting space and 





We’re happy to host your next 
conference, reunion or retreat. 
Come to Tifton, GA and stay at 
beautiful Abraham Baldwin 
Agricultural College.

Housing in 4BR Apartments or 
1BR/2BR Suites • Internet/WiFi • 
Laundry 
Available on campus:
Dining | Transportation | Meeting Space 

Housing Available:
May - August 

the ideal
retreat settingCall today

to reserve
your space!

Nightly Rentals start at $25
per night, and include:

Uniquevenues.com/abac
229-391-5140 



Destination
800.233.7505

www.pennstatehotels.com



Connection
800.233.7505

www.pennstatehotels.com

 Meet at 
Gettysburg College and witness  

America’s history

300 North Washington St.

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

17325-1400

Please contact us at 717-337-6390 or www.meetatgettysburg.com for availability of a 
wide array of meeting /conference services including catering, lodging, programming, 
transportation and meeting facilities.

Gettysburg College Conference and Event Services
offers personalized and complete Conference/Meeting services for the 

busy event planner. Easily accessible from Harrisburg, Baltimore and 

Washington DC, Gettysburg College is the perfect retreat location.



 Meet at 
Gettysburg College and witness  

America’s history

300 North Washington St.

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

17325-1400

Please contact us at 717-337-6390 or www.meetatgettysburg.com for availability of a 
wide array of meeting /conference services including catering, lodging, programming, 
transportation and meeting facilities.

Gettysburg College Conference and Event Services
offers personalized and complete Conference/Meeting services for the 

busy event planner. Easily accessible from Harrisburg, Baltimore and 

Washington DC, Gettysburg College is the perfect retreat location.
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4TH ANNUAL
 

WINNERSWINNERSWINNERSCircle
These 23 winners of the Fourth Annual Unique Venues Best of Awards really make our 

industry go ‘round. Get to know the best venue for locally sourced catering, best venue to 
fi lm a movie or TV show, and so many more special places.

By Selena Fragassi

Unique Venues Best of Awards 
4TH ANNUAL
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Sometimes winning really is everything, especially when niche venues are recognized with in-
dustry awards. F�  the fourth year, we are � oud 

to � ing back the annual Unique Venues Best of Awards, paying homage to your picks f�  the spe-
cial event venues, business centers, and campuses that are going above and beyond to � ovide 
unparalleled service and � ofessionalism—and making our community grow even stronger. Con-
gratulations to all the winners and runners up and thanks f�  continuing to make us � oud. 

BEST SMALL MARKET VENUE

Winner: 
THE CONNORS CENTER – BOSTON COLLEGE

Dover, MA

The Connors Center at Boston College pres-

ents groups with the best of both worlds. 

“Located 20 miles from downtown Boston, 

on 80 acres in Dover, Massachusetts, the 

Connors Center provides a picturesque back-

drop for executive retreats, multi-day confer-

ences, weddings, and social events, and is 

easily accessible from the city while a world 

away from its hustle and bustle,” says Gen-

eral Manager Susan Burton who notes the 

venue often attracts corporate groups that 

are seeking standout venues in the Boston 

area for their clients. Part of the charm of 

The Connors Center is that it’s an historic 

turn-of-the-20th Century mansion with many 

of the original details intact, such as intricate 

wood-carved mantles, large French doors, 

bay windows, built-in bookshelves, and 

fi replaces. In total, the venue offers 50,000 

square feet of space across 12 rooms with 

various confi gurations as well as lush outdoor 

gathering areas. Overnight accommodations 

are also available for up to 90 guests. “As an 

historic estate, many of the rooms were not 

originally created for meeting spaces,” says 

Burton, “but through renovation programs, 

we have created technologically modern 

meeting areas while maintaining the charm 

and ambiance.”

UniqueVenues.com/BCConnorsCenter // (617) 552.9210

Runners Up: University of Illinois 

Conferences and Special Events (Champaign, IL, 

UniqueVenues.com/uillinoisconferences); Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Library & Museum (Springfi eld, IL,

 UniqueVenues.com/LincolnLibrary)

BEST OUTDOOR/ROOFTOP 
EVENT SPACE

Winner: 
CAMP CHIEF HECTOR YMCA

Exshaw, AB

There are few places to get back to nature 

like Camp Chief Hector YMCA, nestled in 

the beautiful Bow Valley Provincial Park 

within the Canadian Rocky Mountains. The 

1,000-acre site (just one hour from Calgary 

Airport) is a stunning and private location 

for meetings and events with “lots of great 

photographic opportunities, including both 

lake and mountain views, and is open all 

seasons,” says Outdoor Programs Manager 

John Boardman. The property accepts book-

ings February through June and September 

through December of each year and can 

facilitate seasonal outdoor activities such 

as canoeing, horseback riding, high ropes 

courses, archery, and hiking.  The exclusive 

rustic experience is coupled with two site lo-

cations that offer large banquet halls for wed-

dings, corporate retreats, and private events, 

accommodating 40 to 350 guests. Heated 

overnight accommodations are also available 

for up to 200 guests as well as full catering 

service, all of which can be booked together. 

“During May, June, and September we also 

offer tipis for rental,” says Boardman. Each 

has 10 sleeping bunks with mattresses and 

a central fi re pit for an extra special touch.

UniqueVenues.ca/CampChiefHector // (403) 673.3858 

Runners Up: The College of William and Mary 

(Williamsburg, VA, UniqueVenues.com/WilliamandMary); 

The Connors Center – Boston College (Dover, 

MA, UniqueVenues.com/BCConnorsCenter)

CAMP CHIEF HECTOR YMCA

THE CONNORS CENTER - BOSTON COLLEGE
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BEST EARTH-FRIENDLY 
VENUE

Winner: 
CARLETON UNIVERSITY, RICHCRAFT HALL

Ottawa, ON
Carleton University’s Richcraft Hall demon-

strates the sustainability commitment of all 

new buildings on campus, and the programs 

Carleton is delivering to advance sustainability 

and energy reduction. This commitment is 

embedded within the Sustainability Strate-

gic Plan, which focuses on energy reduction 

and other “green” policies such as water 

consumption, electricity usage, and waste 

management. “The plan commits Carleton to 

ensuring that all new construction and major 

renovations achieve Green Globes Rating for 

overall environmental performance,” says 

Philip Mansfield, manager, sustainability pro-

grams. Richcraft Hall has achieved 4 out of 5 

Green Globes, recognized for its LED lighting 

systems, low-flow water saving fixtures, a high-

efficiency HVAC system with energy recovery 

wheel, automated sensors to control lighting, 

heating, and cooling, and windows to facilitate 

natural ventilation and daylight. Hundreds of 

meetings and events are hosted in this beauti-

ful green space where guests can also enjoy a 

living green wall with drought resistant plants. 

Campus-wide, Carleton has also achieved 

a Silver Star rating from the Association for 

the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 

Education and was named a “Cool School” by 

the Sierra Club, which lists North America’s 

greenest colleges and universities.

UniqueVenues.ca/CarletonUniv // (613) 520.5611

Runners Up: Seattle Aquarium (Seattle, WA,

 UniqueVenues.com/SeattleAquarium); 

Miami University Conference and Event Services 

(Oxford, OH, UniqueVenues.com/MUOhio)

BEST VENUE FOR SPIRITU-
AL/WELLNESS GATHERING

Winner: 
SILVER BAY YMCA – CONFERENCE AND 

FAMILY RETREAT CENTER ON LAKE GEORGE
Silver Bay, NY

When Silver Bay YMCA was founded in 

1902, it was built on the principles of build-

ing a healthy spirit, mind, and body. “Silver 

Bay carries on a similar tradition today by 

hosting dozens of spiritual and wellness 

groups, large and small,” says Marketing 

and Communications Director Liz Hinck, 

noting that guests can find peaceful op-

portunities in every corner of the 700-acre 

campus in upstate New York. That includes 

quiet wooded areas for prayer and personal 

reflection and hikes with vista views of Lake 

George, where many also like to take a dip 

in the cleansing waters. Silver Bay also 

features a Labyrinth for those interested 

in walking meditation. During seasonal 

months, on-site non-denominational wor-

ship services are offered in addition to a 

number of Spiritual Life discussion groups. 

Worship takes place in the beautiful Helen 

Hughes Memorial Chapel made of stone or 

in the spacious 700-seat Auditorium. When 

it comes to wellness, the campus boasts a 

100-year-old gymnasium with basketball 

court, utility gym, fitness center, dance 

studio, and coffee lounge. Wellness groups 

can also take advantage of yoga, reiki, and 

cancer-patient respite groups. “The appeal 

is the wide array of wholesome and invigo-

rating experiences in which guests can par-

take,” furthers Hinck. 

UniqueVenues.com/SilverBayYMCA // (518) 543.8833 

Runners Up: American University (Washington, D.C.,

 UniqueVenues.com/AmericanUniv); Mountain Winery 

(Saratoga, CA, UniqueVenues.com/MountainWinery)

BEST VENUE TO FILM A 
MOVIE OR TV SHOW

Winner: 
COLLEGE OF SAINT ELIZABETH 

Morristown, NJ
The show goes on at College of Saint Eliza-

beth. The campus  has become an undeniable 

asset to area film crews that enjoy the acces-

sibility to New York City (“New Jersey Transit 

is literally at our front gate,” says Patricia 

L. Devlin, director of conference and event 

GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
CONFERENCE SERVICES

CARLETON UNIVERSIT Y, RICHCRAFT HALL COLLEGE OF SAINT ELIZABETH



Winter 2018 // uniquevenues.com // 61

services) and the availability of comfortable 

lodging for actors and crew. Productions have 

scouted the beautiful 200-acre campus for 

its adaptability, marrying modern facilities 

with historic, cherished spaces. “With plenty 

of private, quiet spaces, a fi lm crew can easily 

set up their equipment and fi lm with little in-

terruption,” adds Devlin, “and ample parking 

allows space for the trailers used by actors 

and production crew.” Devlin also notes that 

although the entire campus is conducive to 

fi lming, it also hosts a special outdoor facil-

ity (the Greek Theatre) that brings a new, 

creative twist to commercial production. “It’s 

one of only a handful in the U.S. and seats up 

to 1,200 people.”

UniqueVenues.com/CollegeStElizabeth // (973) 290.4384

Runners Up: Miami University Conference and 

Event Services (Oxford, OH, UniqueVenues.com/MUOhio); 

Shrine Auditorium & Expo Hall (Los Angeles, 

CA, UniqueVenues.com/ShrineAuditorium)

BEST CITY CENTER VENUE

Winner: 
GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

 CONFERENCE SERVICES
Atlanta, GA

Atlanta is considered one of the “most charm-

ing” and “most cultured” cities in America 

according to Travel + Leisure magazine, and 

in 2016, the city’s vibe helped to attract 

700-plus conventions, meetings, and events. 

Located in the heart of trendy Midtown Atlanta, 

fi ve minutes from the downtown district, Geor-

gia Institute of Technology takes advantage of 

all the cultural, recreational, entertainment, 

and tourist attractions nearby for its guests. 

“There are an endless number of activities to 

take advantage of in the city, such as the Geor-

gia Aquarium, World of Coke, College Football 

Hall of Fame, Piedmont Park, and a number 

of restaurants,” says John Nussear, director of 

conference services. The urban amenities also 

extend to nearby off-site meeting spaces, a full-

service, on-campus police department, and an 

array of hotels for VIPs, according to Nussear. 

In total, Georgia Tech offers more than 50 

meeting rooms, the largest for 9,000 guests, 

as well as sleeping accommodations for 6,000 

people. In such a crowded urban market, the 

Conference Services department stands out 

with competitive pricing, a staff available 24/7 

and a “home-like” feel on campus.

UniqueVenues.com/georgiatech // (404) 894.2469

Runners Up: Keep Memory Alive Event Center 

(Las Vegas, NV, UniqueVenues.com/ KeepMemoryAliveEventCenter); 

American University (Washington, D.C., 

UniqueVenues.com/AmericanUniv)

BEST VENUE FOR EXPOS 
AND TRADESHOWS

Winner: 
KEEP MEMORY ALIVE EVENT CENTER

Las Vegas, NV
It’s not every day you can attend an expo 

or tradeshow in a venue designed by famed 

architect Frank Gehry, but that’s precisely 

the environment attendees have when walk-

ing through the exhibitor fl oor at the Keep 

Memory Alive Event Center in Las Vegas. The 

9,200-square-foot fl oor is a blank canvas that 

can be transformed into an infi nite variety of 

unique events beyond tradeshows too, includ-

ing weddings, social celebrations, banquets 

and corporate meetings for up to 700 people. 

Events can also be extended into the Gehry–

designed Refl ection Garden that accommo-

dates a reception for 1,500-plus guests. The 

center also offers an all-inclusive package 

“that avoids additional fees and hassles, allow-

ing the client to take full advantage of all that 

the venue has to offer,” says Vice President 

Carrie Giverson. Ample parking is also avail-

able within steps of the event center for easy 

access. Even better, event proceeds benefi t 

the nonprofi t organization Keep Memory Alive 

that provides funds for research, treatment, 

and clinical studies of neurological diseases. 

Some past tradeshow clients have included 

Samsung, Nike, and Volvo, that have used the 

space for up to 40, 10’ x 10’ booths and the 

staff that assists with set up and breakdown.

UniqueVenues.com/KeepMemory-

AliveEventCenter // (702) 263.9797

Runners Up: Georgian Conference and Event Services 

(Barrie, ON, UniqueVenues.ca/GeorgianConferenceServices); 

MetLife Stadium (East Rutherford, NJ, 

UniqueVenues.com/MetLifeStadium)

KEEP MEMORY ALIVE 
EVENT CENTER

KEEP MEMORY ALIVE 
EVENT CENTER
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BEST HIGH-TECH VENUE

Winner: 
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY

Chicago, IL
The Museum of Science and Industry, Chi-

cago is a renowned institution that looks at 

notable advancements in science and dis-

covery across history—while steering its own 

achievements in technology. “The first thing 

you’ll notice upon arrival are the giant LCD 

monitors in Entry Hall used for ticketing,” 

says Stan Hansen, senior marketing specialist 

for Sodexo, which runs event operations at the 

venue. Many other cutting-edge technologi-

cal capabilities are also built right in to vari-

ous structures. “The breathtaking 120-foot 

copper-domed ceiling in the Rotunda has 

built-in lighting trusses for both event light-

ing and video projections, and the four hang-

ing 20’ x 30’ banners in the rotunda can be 

turned into projection screens,” adds Hansen, 

noting A/V techs are available on-site. These 

breakthroughs are also seen in transformative 

exhibits, which event guests have access to, 

including a 40-foot tall indoor tornado and 

robotic marvels in “Robot Revolution.” There 

are also flight simulators in the transportation 

gallery and dive trainers in the U-505 subma-

rine exhibit. The museum recently completed 

a lighting upgrade in Entry Hall with an elec-

tronic control panel that can specify colors, 

which presents branding opportunities. “We 

always work within budgets to provide the best 

event experience possible,” says Hansen.

UniqueVenues.com/MSIChicago // (773) 753.2583

Runners Up: Virginia Tech Executive Briefing 

Center (Arlington, VA, UniqueVenues.com/VTEBC); OFFSITE 

New York (New York, NY, UniqueVenues.com/offsite)

BEST VENUE WHEN THE 
MEETING’S OVER

Winner: TIE
NATIONALS PARK

Washington, D.C. 

and
ROCKRIDGE CANYON CONFERENCE 

AND RETREAT CENTRE
Princeton, BC

When you want to go into extra innings with 

your meeting group, Nationals Park has all 

the bases covered. The official ballpark of the 

Washington Nationals Baseball Club is also 

available as a unique private rental option 

with 22 different event spaces in a variety 

of sizes and styles—with 14 located indoors 

and 8 outdoors. “Your guests can have a 

breakfast meeting in the Nationals Bullpen, 

a holiday party in the Nationals Clubhouse, 

or a private concert on the field,” says Emily 

Dunham, Executive Director of Ballpark En-

terprises. Meeting spaces are equipped with 

A/V, and the video scoreboard can be used 

for logos, videos, or a live feed. As well, the 

in-house caterer, Levy, can provide custom-

ized menus to make your day a success. 

When the business agenda is finished there is 

a plethora of activities to partake in, includ-

ing ballpark tours, batting practice on the 

field, firework shows, mascot appearances, 

and more. Says Dunham, “It’s a chance to 

experience a Major League Baseball stadium 

in an unconventional way.”

UniqueVenues.com/nationalspark // (202) 640.7823

“At RockRidge Canyon, the fun runs from 

sunrise to well past sunset,” says Shelley 

Austin, retreat coordinator for the conference 

center set in a breathtaking mountain valley 

that offers 19 meeting rooms for up to 450 

people and overnight accommodations for 

350—plus a number of activities to enjoy at 

the property when business wraps. “A popular 

option is a hike to the top of a steep ascent, 

while other guests prefer to go jump in the 

lake,” she adds. Waterskiing and wake board-

ing activities are possible, as are kayaking and 

canoeing, and there’s also an outdoor pool 

that draws in both sunbathers and lap swim-

mers.  The afternoons are often “free time,” 

says Austin when groups can choose to par-

take in a Challenge Course or zip-lining. In the 

winter months, after-hours activities included 

snowshoeing, tubing, and skating on the 

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY

NATIONALS PARK
Runners Up: American University 

(Washington, D.C., 
 UniqueVenues.com/AmericanUniv); 

Mountain Winery (Saratoga, CA, 
UniqueVenues.com/MountainWinery)

ROCKRIDGE CANYON 
CONFERENCE AND 

RETREAT CENTRE
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frozen lake. The newest addition to the prop-

erty is the 320-seat Rock Theater auditorium 

with state-of-the-art lighting and sound and 

a calendar full of music events, comedy, and 

dramatic theater.  Outdoor fi repits are also a 

gathering place for s’mores and storytelling.  

UniqueVenues.ca/RockRidgeCanyon // (250) 870.9030

Runner Up: National Inventors Hall of Fame Museum

BEST VENUE FOR FORMAL 
AFFAIRS

Winner: 
THE OHIO UNION AT OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Columbus, OH
Dressing up events is a seamless experience 

with The Ohio Union at Ohio State Univer-

sity. The campus’ premier facility hosts a 

whopping 22,000 events per year including 

gala fundraisers and other formal black tie 

affairs. Previous clients have included the 

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation Gala 

Promise Ball and Childhood League Center-

Merry Go Round Fundraiser with live and 

silent auctions. All are held in the Archie M. 

Griffi n Grand Ballroom, with cocktail recep-

tions and auctions in attached pre-function 

space. “Our ballroom can seat up to 1,000 

guests, and has 33’ ceilings with three large 

Swarovski crystal chandeliers, matching 

sconces on the walls, as well as hardwood 

fl oors and large fl oor-to-ceiling windows,” 

says Karen Narwicz, director of sales. The 

room is complete with a podium, dance fl oor, 

cabaret tables and chairs, LCD projectors 

and screens, a built-in A/V booth, and plated 

dinner service presented on bone china for 

up to 1,000 guests from an in-house culinary 

team. Staging, backdrops, specialty lighting 

and the ability to hang truss are other impor-

tant features that wow guests. “Our event co-

ordinators can help plan your special event, 

and we offer complete set up and tear down,” 

says Narwicz.

UniqueVenues.com/OhioUnionOSU // (614) 292.9835

Runners Up: The National Archives Museum 

(Washington, D.C., UniqueVenues.com/NationalArchives); 

Robert H Lee Alumni Centre UBC, Vancouver, 

BC, UniqueVenues.ca/LeeAlumniCenter)

BEST VENUE FOR REUNIONS

Winner: 
SILVER BAY YMCA – CONFERENCE AND 

FAMILY RETREAT CENTER ON LAKE GEORGE
Silver Bay, NY

This year’s award marks an incredible fourth 

consecutive win for Silver Bay YMCA Con-

ference and Family Retreat Center in this 

category—and it’s easy to see why. First 

is the idyllic location, set on 700 acres on 

Lake George in the Adirondack Mountains in 

upstate New York, which encompasses more 

than 60 build-

ings (all on the 

National Registry 

for Historic Places). 

Though Silver Bay 

hosts more and more 

new families every 

year, there are so many that have regarded 

the campus as their second hometown. “We 

see families establishing bonds within their 

family group, but also bonding with other 

families they meet here at Silver Bay,” says 

Sales Director Lindsey Rice. Here, groups 

can choose standard programs and activities 

or customize programs for their needs. That 

means creating day camp programs with 

craft shops and swim lessons for children 

and providing activities for all ages to come 

together such as scavenger hunts, beach par-

ties, square dancing, and trivia nights. Family 

dinners are also a special time with varied 

options available including formal dinners 

and barbecues or even requesting the chef to 

replicate a favorite family recipe.  

UniqueVenues.com/SilverBayYMCA // (518) 543.8833 

Runners Up: Bobby McKey’s Dueling Piano Bar 

(National Harbor, MD, UniqueVenues.com/BobbyMcKeysMD);

Eagle Rock Retreat Center (Eagle Rock, MO, 

UniqueVenues.com/EagleRockRetreatCtr)

THE OHIO UNION AT THE 
OHIO STATE UNIVERSIT Y

SILVER BAY YMCA - CONFERENCE 
AND FAMILY RETREAT CENTER 

ON LAKE GEORGE

for Historic Places). 

Though Silver Bay 

hosts more and more 
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BEST VENUE FOR UNIQUE 
OR LOCALLY SOURCED 

CATERING

Winner: 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND

College Park, MD
At the University of Maryland, College Park, 

traditional cafeteria fare just won’t do. In-

stead the in-house culinary team creates 

fresh, unique dishes with restaurant caliber. 

“New guests are frequently surprised at the 

cuisine and service offered on our campus 

because they don’t expect  university food 

service to operate at this level,” says Joseph 

E. Criscuoli, marketing and sales coordina-

tor of Conferences & Visitor Services. Most 

of the ingredients come from Terp Farm, an 

organic farm 15 miles off campus that works 

in conjunction with the College of Agriculture 

and Dining Services. Students log field trips, 

workdays, and internships, and Terp Farm 

provides produce to University of Maryland 

Catering, restaurants, and occasionally to 

dining halls.  “In addition, catering chefs 

maintain two herb gardens at the front of 

the Adele H. Stamp Student Union and har-

vest many of the herbs they use right at the 

moment they are needed,” adds Criscuoli 

who says that the updated catering options 

were in response to more clients specifying 

sustainability as an important aspect of their 

event. “They are looking for locally sourced 

foods, recyclable or compostable supplies, 

and menus that feature a local theme, and 

we are proud to serve the university commu-

nity in this way.”

UniqueVenues.com/umcollegepark // (301) 314.7884

Runners Up: UTEC Events & Catering (Lowell, MA, 

UniqueVenues.com/UTEC); Wild Wolf Brewing Company 

(Nellysford, VA, UniqueVenues.com/WildWolfBrewing)

BEST VENUE FOR 
TEAM-BUILDING

Winner: 
THE COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY

Williamsburg, VA
No single Challenge Course is the same at 

The College of William & Mary. “We’re proud 

to be able to customize team-building events 

on a group-by-group basis. Our team of fa-

cilitators tailors tasks and challenge activities 

to promote the learning goals of the client,” 

says Mariellynn D. Maurer, CCEP, director of 

conference services. Prior to coming to the 

Challenge Course, each group is asked about 

their goals, challenges, mission, values, and 

purpose, and all groups start with ground 

and low-ropes elements before moving on to 

high ropes. The course is nestled in a scenic 

wooded area on the Virginia campus, near 

Lake Matoaka, and the location offers a mod-

erate climate much of the year to enjoy it. 

“We feature a zip-line that goes across Lake 

Matoaka and, for many groups, that particu-

lar element is the highlight,” adds Maurer. 

Immediately adjacent to the obstacle course 

is the Briggs Amphitheatre, which comple-

ments the outdoor activities with additional 

options, such as catered meals or a celebra-

tion station after finishing the challenge. 

UniqueVenues.com/WilliamandMary // (757) 221.4084

Runners Up: The Conference Center at Montclair 

State University (Montclair, NJ, UniqueVenues.com/

MontclairStateConfCtr); YMCA Camp Elphinstone 

(Gibsons, BC, UniqueVenues.ca/CampElphinstone)

BEST VENUE FOR 
TRANSPORTATION ACCESS

Winner: 
GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

CONFERENCE SERVICES
Atlanta, GA

Whether by plane, train, or automobile, it’s 

incredibly easy to get to and from Georgia In-

stitute of Technology, which is located in the 

heart of Atlanta’s Midtown district, just five 

minutes from downtown. “Everything is truly 

minutes away,” says John Nussear, director of 

conference services, noting that many attrac-

tions and points of interest are within a 10- to 

15-minute walk. As well, there are a number 

of transit systems that guests can take advan-

tage of, including a Greyhound bus station 

in downtown Atlanta, Amtrak train service 

in Midtown, as well as the city-wide MARTA 

trains “that are great for traveling to campus 

from the airport and getting around different 

parts of the city,” says Nussear. Passes can 

be purchased from the Student Center. Harts-

field-Jackson International Airport is also just 

15 minutes away and is considered one of the 

largest and most active airports in the world, 

as well as a prominent Delta hub, so flying in 

and out of the city is incredibly convenient. 

Uber, Lyft, and taxi services are also available 

all over the city and campus for transport in a 

moment’s notice.

UniqueVenues.com/georgiatech // (404) 894.2469

Runners Up: National Inventors Hall 

of Fame Museum; Boston University (Boston, 

MA, UniqueVenues.com/BostonUniv)

THE COLLEGE OF 
WILLIAM AND MARY

GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
CONFERENCE SERVICES

UNIVERSIT Y OF MARYLAND 
- COLLEGE PARK
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BEST MEETING PACKAGE

Winner: 
THE CONFERENCE CENTER AT 

MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY
Montclair, NJ

When you’re based in the highly competitive 

market of New York City, it can be tough to 

stand out from the crowd. In an effort to at-

tract more business, The Conference Center 

at Montclair State University decided to roll 

out more expansive meeting package op-

tions. “We’ve broadened the array of events 

we host to satisfy a more diverse client base, 

we had to expand our meeting packages to 

accommodate specifi c needs,” rationalizes 

Director Ryan Klutsarits. “The common goal 

was to create an easy process where we, as 

a venue, could shoulder the load.” That in-

cludes taking steps to add in more ancillary 

services beyond just food and beverage, such 

as integrated LED uplighting, and options to 

include fl oral arrangements and centerpieces 

through partnerships with local fl orists. 

“Also, since we are on a college campus, an-

other asset we have is reserved parking and 

a valet shuttle service that literally places 

guests at our front door,” adds Klutsarits. 

All packages also include technical sup-

port. “We realize that event planners have 

enough decisions to make, therefore we try 

to simplify their experience with one bundle 

[of options] while not losing the ability to be 

completely customizable.”

UniqueVenues.com/MontclairStateConfCtr// (973) 655.3431

Runners Up: The National 

Conference Center (Leesburg, VA, 

UniqueVenues.com/nationalconferencecenter); 

The Falls Event Center in Roseville (Roseville, CA, 

UniqueVenues.com/FallsEventCenterRoseville)

BEST VENUE FOR LGBTQ-
FRIENDLY EVENTS

Winner: 
THE MARCUM HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER

Oxford, OH
The resounding message at Miami Univer-

sity is, “everyone is welcome here,” says 

Kathy Crowley, senior marketing and sales 

manager for the Conference & Event Ser-

vices department. “Especially since our 

mission is diversity and inclusion in every 

aspect of the campus.” Her team ensures 

that everyone feels comfortable when 

choosing meeting or event space within the 

array of available venues. “Our planners 

work with members of the LGBTQ commu-

nity to ensure that all rooming situations 

are preferable, as there are many options 

for single person rooms and all-gender 

bathrooms in the [Marcum Hotel], as 

well as in event and dining venues,” says 

Crowley. The campus is frequently chosen 

for inclusive commitment and marriage 

ceremonies, since both chapels on-site 

are non-denominational as well. Groups 

including SPECTRUM have also hosted 

LGBTQ-friendly regional events with Miami 

University. Says Crowley, “We make it easy 

for groups who are seeking inclusion and 

seamless planning for all their attendees.”

UniqueVenues.com/TheMarcum// (513) 529.6918

Runners Up: Hampshire College Event Services & 

Summer Programs (Hampshire, MA, 

UniqueVenues.com/HampshireCollege); The Warner Theatre 

(Washington, D.C., UniqueVenues.com/WarnerTheatre)

THE CONFERENCE CENTER AT 
MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSIT Y

THE MARCUM HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
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BEST EVENT PACKAGE

Winner: 
THE OASIS CENTRE
Edmonton, AB

If clients have flexible dates they can find 

incredible rates at the Oasis Centre in Al-

berta, Canada. Because the venue often sells 

out Fridays and Saturdays during their peak 

season, they created an attractive Thursday 

wedding package. “It’s for those clients that 

would love to have the full Oasis experience 

at a little more than half the cost,” says Anne 

McLennan, wedding director. Couples can 

also buy into spring wedding promo packages 

that provide incentives before primetime 

booking windows, including off-season dis-

counts from partner vendors and a chance to 

further reduce costs by having a “mini room 

flip” rather than the full room changeover. 

But weddings aren’t the only events that get 

to take advantage of special promotions. “We 

offer our corporate clients comprehensive 

and well-designed packages too, with the 

intention to help streamline and offer pric-

ing incentives depending on the season, or 

type of event, whether it be a corporate semi-

nar, concert, memorial, or fundraiser,” says 

McLennan. “Because we are not a hotel, or 

associated with a chain, we are able to main-

tain a competitive edge by having flexibility 

in all aspects of event planning, including our 

in-house services, as well as pricing. We love 

working with our clients for a win-win solu-

tion whenever possible.”

UniqueVenues.ca/OasisEdmontonConfCtr // (780) 451.9227

Runners Up: The Falls Event Center in Elk Grove (Elk 

Grove, CA, UniqueVenues.com/TheFallsEventCenterElkGrove); 

The Falls Event Center in Roseville (Roseville, CA, 

UniqueVenues.com/FallsEventCenterRoseville)

BEST CONFERENCE CENTER

Winner: 
UCLA LAKE ARROWHEAD CONFERENCE CENTER

Lake Arrowhead, CA
In recent years, UCLA Lake Arrowhead has 

hosted a number of high-profile conferences 

for Cornell University, Columbia University, 

California state government agencies, and no-

table nonprofit groups. “As long as the organi-

zation meets UCLA’s mission of education, re-

search, or service we welcome the conference 

here in Lake Arrowhead,” says Director Steve 

Caloca, noting that his team makes planning 

simple. “We are there every step of the way 

from planning to on-site to post-conference,” 

he says. The center also offers a Complete 

Meeting Package (CMP) that, for one price per 

person, per night, provides deluxe sleeping 

accommodations and IACC-certified meet-

ing space with all audio-visual needs, plus 

breakfast, lunch, dinner, and coffee breaks 

in the meeting rooms.  “On top of our CMP 

value, there is also no charge for parking, no 

charge for Wi-Fi throughout the property, and 

no charge for the on-site recreation facilities,” 

adds Caloca. That includes a seasonal outdoor 

swimming pool, indoor poolside spa with fire-

place, and tennis, basketball, and volleyball 

courts. For an additional cost, the conference 

center also offers full team-building activities 

such as rock walls and rope courses through 

the Arrowhead Adventures program. “The 

other big attraction is the learning environ-

ment on our 50-acre campus,” adds Caloca. 

“Groups can choose outdoor breakout rooms, 

such as our zen deck, boat docks, or the fire-

pit in front of our main lodge.”

UniqueVenues.com/UCLALakeArrowhead // (909) 337.2478

Runners Up: McNamara Alumni Center, 

University of Minnesota (Minneapolis, MN, 

UniqueVenues.com/mcnamara); Corporate College 

(Cleveland, OH, UniqueVenues.com/CorporateCollege)

BEST PLACE TO GATHER 
FOR THE DAY

Winner: 
CONFERENCES & ACCOMMODATIONS AT UBC

Vancouver, BC
Meeting days are made better at the Univer-

sity of British Columbia. From the elegant Chan 

Centre for the Performing Arts to the fascinating 

Museum of Anthropology, there are plenty of 

unique spaces on this scenic campus that en-

hance any meeting, conference, or event. “We 

have meeting and conference spaces of all types 

and sizes to accommodate any group,” says 

Tony Hsu, business development manager. In 

total, UBC has 85,000 square feet of combined 

meeting and exhibit space, welcoming groups of 

up to 4,000 people. “Some of Vancouver’s top 

tourist attractions and beautiful gardens are also 

located right on campus,” adds Hsu.The Con-

ferences & Accommodation staff can also help 

with venue selection, budget management, web 

design, registration and payment processing, 

and catering and overnight accommodations. 

The department also offers customized confer-

ence packages catered to budget and confer-

ence size.

UniqueVenues.ca/UBC // (604) 822.1060

Runners Up: AceBounce (Chicago, IL, 

UniqueVenues.com/AceBounce); OFFSITE New York 

(New York, NY, UniqueVenues.com/offsite)

THE OASIS CENTER

CONFERENCES & 
ACCOMMODATIONS AT UBC

UCLA LAKE ARROWHEAD 
CONFERENCE CENTER



UNIVERSIT Y OF MARYLAND - 
COLLEGE PARK

VIRGINIA TECH EXECUTIVE 
BRIEFING CENTER

BEST VENUE FOR YOUTH/
SPORTS GROUPS

Winner: 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND

College Park, MD
For the second consecutive year, the Univer-

sity of Maryland, College Park takes home the 

award in this category. The campus offers un-

paralleled options for youth groups, including 

a suburban location near the nation’s capital 

with two-layer security and 8,000 beds plus 

two dining halls where younger attendees 

can convene together. “Each summer, sports 

camps run by Big Ten Conference coaches 

combine with college immersion, special 

studies, and STEAM programs to create a 

thriving campus,” says Joseph E. Criscuoli, 

marketing and sales coordinator of Confer-

ences & Visitor Services. One of the most 

notable is the Maryland Field Hockey Camp 

held at UMCP’s state-of-the-art fi eld hockey 

turf facility since 1995 with instruction from 

current and former National & Olympic team 

members. “Our ropes challenge course, rock 

climbing wall, ice cream socials from the 

Maryland Dairy, and TerpZone facility are 

‘must-do’ add-ons for any youth program,” 

adds Criscuoli. UMCP can also provide 

in-house motor coach charters that make 

ground transportation to nearby Annapolis, 

Baltimore, and Washington, D.C. a breeze for 

additional educational components.

UniqueVenues.com/umcollegepark // (301) 314.7884

Runners Up: Carleton University, Conference 

Services (Ottawa, ON, UniqueVenues.ca/CarletonUniv); 

RockRidge Canyon Conference and Retreat Centre 

(Princeton, BC, UniqueVenues.ca/RockRidgeCanyon)

BEST RENOVATION

Winner: 
VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY - RHOADS HALL

Richmond, VA
Virginia Commonwealth’s Rhoads Hall was 

originally built in 1968 to house 697 students 

in 340 traditional-style rooms—but nearly 50 

years later it was in need of some modern-

ized upgrades. Over the course of two sum-

mers, in 2016 and 2017, fl oors 2 through 18 

were overhauled. The renovations included 

completely gutting the existing bathrooms 

and corridors. Bathrooms received new show-

ers and toilet areas, updated vanity sinks, 

enhanced tiled fl oors and walls, and the ad-

dition of ADA/Gender Neutral facilities. New 

carpet, ceilings, and a fresh coat of paint 

were unveiled in all the corridors as well after 

the project was completed in August. “The 

major challenges in completing this project on 

schedule were coordinating  and completing 

the required demolition (including asbestos 

abatement), while at the same time moving 

an enormous amount of materials for the 

renovation via three standard elevators,” says 

Nichole M. Smithson with the Central Hous-

ing department. But in the end, she says, “We 

provided more privacy for students and guests 

and enhanced the living experience for those 

who live and visit with us.”

UniqueVenues.com/VCU // (804) 828.7465

Runners Up: University of South Florida-St. 

Petersburg (St. Petersburg, FL, 

UniqueVenues.com/USFStPetersburg); Salve Regina 

University (Newport, RI, UniqueVenues.com/SalveRegina)

BEST VENUE FOR SMALL 
GATHERINGS

Winner: 
VIRGINIA TECH EXECUTIVE BRIEFING CENTER

Arlington, VA
Small meetings have a home at Virginia Tech 

Executive Briefi ng Center, where the ideal 

group size is 50 people or less. “We offer two 

rooms that can accommodate a smaller guest 

count for all-day meetings while allowing every-

one to be seated comfortably with ample table 

space,” says Coordinator Anna Smith. In addi-

tion to state-of-the-art meeting spaces (includ-

ing a 20-foot ultra-high-resolution projection 

screen with 3D capability), other ancillary op-

tions include the Falls Church Foyer for recep-

tions up to 100 people and the Hospitality Zone 

for more intimate gatherings of under 40. “With 

four built-in monitors, you can personalize the 

space with your company’s logo or scrolling 

PowerPoint, which gives the Hospitality Zone 

an even more cozy and customized feel,” adds 

Smith. She says the Executive Briefi ng Center 

is also frequently used for small, one-day offi ce 

retreats to get away from everyday distractions 

or even one-on-one client meetings for those 

times when making a great impression can play 

a key role in a meeting’s success. 

UniqueVenues.com/VTEBC // (571) 858.3030

Runners Up: (TIE) Abraham Lincoln Presidential 

Library & Museum (Springfi eld, IL,

 UniqueVenues.com/LincolnLibrary), 

The Marcum Hotel & Conference Center (Oxford, 

OH, UniqueVenues.com/TheMarcum)

VIRGINIA 
COMMONWEALTH 

UNIVERSIT Y - 
RHOADS HALL



Let us partner with you to make your next event a success!

7 Conference Centers  |  877-833-2272  |  ChristianRetreatsNetwork.org

The Christian Retreats Network is committed to
being your partner in effective off-site ministry.
With retreat centers in Illinois, Missouri, Iowa,
Michigan, Virginia, and West Virginia, our goal
is to provide excellent facilities and
guest services at all properties while
maimaintaining affordable rates for our guests.

affordable all-inclusive packages include:
lodging, dining, meeting, and recreation



Let us partner with you to make your next event a success!

7 Conference Centers  |  877-833-2272  |  ChristianRetreatsNetwork.org

The Christian Retreats Network is committed to
being your partner in effective off-site ministry.
With retreat centers in Illinois, Missouri, Iowa,
Michigan, Virginia, and West Virginia, our goal
is to provide excellent facilities and
guest services at all properties while
maimaintaining affordable rates for our guests.

affordable all-inclusive packages include:
lodging, dining, meeting, and recreation



70 // unique venues // best of unique venues

When it comes to a great reputation, a venue’s w� k is not done with the accommodations �  the catering �  even when 
the meeting �  event � aps. � ere’s a great deal of a� ention paid to the w� k 

done outside of just the execution; we salute these four venues that have put in the extra w� k to also create user-friendly 
websites, engaging social media, and unique � int ads and marketing collateral. Here’s the best we’ve seen this year.

BEST MARKETING 
COLLATERAL 

Winner: 
SIMMONS COLLEGE (BOSTON, MA)

Simmons College is not a traditional 
venue—and the conferences and special 
events department knew that their pro-
motional collateral couldn’t be ordinary 
either. “I wanted to develop a marketing 
piece that was diff erent, not a bi-fold bro-
chure, or a packet that had loose pages 
that would fall out,” says Nikki Van-
derpol, director, conferences and special 
events. “I wanted to produce a piece that 
delivered the pertinent information in an 
easy-to-read, clear, concise format.” To 
do so, Vanderpol and a colleague came 

up with the idea to create a set of bright 
fl ash cards on heavy card stock that were 
held together by a ball-and-chain key 
ring, along with her business card as the 
perfect fi nishing touch.

“I believe that when a potential client 
is shopping around for a venue they are 
seeking out one that they can trust to ex-
ecute all components of the event,” adds 
Vanderpol. “With this in mind, I wanted 
the content of the piece to focus on four 
main messages.” Each card features 
information on those individual points, 
including information about the col-
lege’s over-the-top customer service and 
convenient one-stop shop operation as 
well as their commitment to work ethic. 
“I want recipients to know that we have 
knowledge of conference planning, and 

also relay the message that our staff  will 
take care of them and their guests, from 
the fi rst point of contact to the fi nal in-
voicing.” � e other two cards explain the 
college’s ability to customize services and 
provide fl exibility, and fi nally, tout the 
ideal location in Boston with a campus 
surrounded by Fenway Park, museums, 
and restaurants, and access to the down-
town district.

� e other added benefi t is that this 
particular marketing collateral has a 
longer shelf life. “Our conference busi-
ness changes over time," says Vanderpol, 
"and this design allows us to replace one 
card if needed, without having to repro-
duce the entire piece.” UniqueVenues.com/

SimmonsCollege // (617) 521.2158

MARKETMARKETMARKETMARKETMARKETMARKETMARKETMARKETMARKETGains
Unique Venues Best of Awards aren’t just for the show-stopping venues that are turning 

heads, but also for the creative work behind the scenes that helps to spread the word.
By Selena Fragassi
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BEST PRINT AD

Winner: 
MCNAMARA ALUMNI CENTER (MINNEAPOLIS, MN)
Talk about a slam-dunk! McNamara 
Alumni Center’s winning print ad grew 
out of the staff ’s love of basketball—and 
humor. “Because the Alumni Center is 
part of a Division 1 college campus at the 
University of Minnesota, March Mad-
ness is well-known and talked about in 
this community,” says Director of Mar-
keting & Sales Amy T. Leyden of the 
ad that ran for 30 days in March, right 
around the time of the popular compe-
tition. “And because I’m a huge college 
basketball fan and our small events team 
has a good sense of humor, I envisioned 
a ‘McNamara Madness’ booking promo-
tion that featured our team in basketball 
uniforms superimposed upon a back-
ground of our gorgeous Memorial Hall.”

To make the photo shoot work, 
Leyden borrowed basketballs and uni-
forms from the University of Minnesota 
Gophers men’s team. “� ey agreed to 
let us remove the jerseys’ names and 
numbers and replace them [respectively] 
with MCNAMARA and 20%," with the 
number identifying the ad’s promotion 
for 20 percent off  the rental rate when 
you book a room.

Leyden was not only the creative direc-
tor for the piece but also the photographer. 
“Our team members lined up in front of 
black pipe and drape and gave his or her 
best ‘attitude,’” she recalls. “� at was the 
most fun—with many laughs—primar-

ily because our team is made up of such 
kind, customer-service-friendly people, so 
getting them to look tough and intimi-
dating was hard for many of them!”

A graphic designer put the piece to-
gether in Photoshop and Leyden wrote 
coordinating copy that refl ected basket-
ball lingo alongside the 
hashtag MACMAD to 
inspire social media posts. 
� e ad was posted on the 
Alumni Center’s website 
and social media pages, 
and sent electronically to 
a long client list. “Our cli-
ents found this campaign 
hilarious,” admits Leyden. 
“We received many, many 
likes on the Facebook post 
and some clients requested 
posters for their offi  ces. 
Best of all, it generated 
bookings.” 
UniqueVenues.com/mcnamara 

 BEST WEBSITE

Winner: 
BISHOP’S UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE 

SERVICES (SHERBROOKE, QB)
In May, Bishop’s University Conference 
Services department met their goal of 
completing a website upgrade before 
the kickoff  of the new summer confer-
ence season. “Our main priority is to 
stay ahead of the current conference 
trends, and we like to keep our website 
maintained accordingly,” says Martine 
Couture, conference coordinator, sales 
and marketing. Some of the updates in-
cluded adding catering menus from the 
venue’s three exclusive partners, as well as 
adding information on a wedding pack-
age, holiday menus, and a comprehensive 
list of A/V equipment and services avail-
able on campus through the university’s 
IT department. A revision also included 
new descriptive text for each of the event 
types off ered. “We wanted these descrip-
tions to highlight the benefi ts of using 
our one-stop-shop conference services,” 
adds Couture.

Planners fi nd the website easy to use 
since it’s bilingual (Quebec has a large 
proportion of both English and French 
speakers) and because all the neces-
sary components are contained within 
a section separate from the individual 
traveler portal, “therefore the informa-
tion planners fi nd here is very specifi c to 

BEST PRINT AD

MCNAMARA ALUMNI CENTER (MINNEAPOLIS, MN)MCNAMARA ALUMNI CENTER (MINNEAPOLIS, MN)

// (612) 624.9831
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their group market,” says Couture. One 
of the other main benefits is that the 
website outlines easy steps for organizers 
that aren’t necessarily professional plan-
ners. “We provided step-by-step guides 
for planning an event that are easy to 
understand and follow a natural flow,” 
says Couture. �e path starts at accom-
modations, then moves to venue choices 
listed by type of event, then food, ameni-
ties, and other activities.

Visuals were also important to the 
Conference Services department and 
one of the major upgrades was updating 
about 95 percent of the photos featured 
“to give a fresh and modern look to the 
website,” notes Couture. “We wanted the 
photos to speak for themselves in order to 
avoid long text.” �e website also features 
a virtual venue tour video, created by 
Unique Venues, “so we could show our 
clients what their experience will be like,” 
adds Couture. 
UniqueVenues.ca/BishopsUniversity // 

(819) 822.9651

BEST SOCIAL MEDIA 
PRESENCE 

Winner:
WILLOWDALE ESTATE (TOPSFIELD, MA)

Gaining followers on social media and 
keeping them engaged is no easy task now-
adays as more and more accounts come 
online and more people turn to hashtags 
and retweets as a primary way of commu-
nicating. �e way that Willowdale contin-
ues to make headway is by “focusing on 
the shared values with our customers,” says 
Sarah Boucher, senior sales and marketing 
manager. “We like showcasing exceptional 
party experiences and event planning in-
spiration, as well as our excellent catering 
and historic location. We promote these 
shared values through video, photos, and 
text that will be compelling to our target 
audience of current and potential custom-
ers, past clients, neighbors, other event 
professionals, friends, and family members 
of our team.”

Boucher says that her staff regularly 
posts on Pinterest, Facebook, Instagram, 

LinkedIn, and Twitter. “�e 
social channels that drive 
the most traffic to our web-
site have been Pinterest and 
Facebook,” she says, “and 
Instagram traffic is growing 
rapidly and we anticipate 
that with the added busi-
ness features this platform 
will quickly become one of 
our favorite ways to connect 
with prospective clients.” 

In the past year, part of 
the team’s emphasis has 
also been on high-quality 
engagement (such as get-
ting more likes, comments, 
and shares) as well as con-
versions through social 
promotions. “We seek out 
new opportunities for en-
gagement and encourage 
conversation and participa-
tion in the ways that are 
most natural for the user 
since each platform is dif-
ferent,” adds Boucher. 

For example, on Pinter-
est, she says, “Our goal is 
to reach our target cus-
tomer before they even start the search 
for a venue. We add images that have a 
mix of helpful keywords related to the 
image and location in the description to 
make sure that people using the search 
feature can find our page based on the 
kind of party they are planning, or the 
location of the event.” On Facebook the 
idea is to create posts that are likely to 
encourage comments or shares. “Organic 
interest on Facebook can have a dramatic 
impact on brand awareness, referrals, 
and reaching a target audience without 
paying for ads. It also helps to encour-
age other businesses and individuals to 
connect through tagging our location, 
writing reviews, and posting photos,” 
says Boucher, noting the team does use 
targeted ads from time to time based on 
posts that have already proven to do well. 
And Instagram, she says, “is the perfect 
platform for reaching new people and 
showcasing our best work in a visually 
compelling way. We’ve had a lot of suc-

cess connecting with industry partners, 
recently engaged couples, and locals 
through the use of our venue’s location 
tag, relevant hashtags, and through fol-
lowing and building relationships with 
key influencers in our target audience.”

As Willowdale heads into 2018, 
Boucher says the focus will be on increas-
ing the frequency of posts for Pinterest 
and Instagram, and also creating video 
to share on Facebook and more promo-
tional stories for Instagram. “We have 
also started to use the [social media 
organizing tool] Buffer this year and we 
are just loving the schedule feature,” she 
says. “We expect this tool to be a time-
saver, but also helpful in analyzing what 
is working well for us and to cross-post 
our best content in the coming year.” 
UniqueVenues.com/WillowdaleEstate 

// (978) 887.8211





CARTER HALL WELCOMES YOUR MEETING,
CONFERENCE, OR RETREAT TO OUR ELEGANT 

AND PRIVATE VENUE JUST WEST OF DC.

CONTACT A MEETING PLANNER TODAY AT
540-837-9550 or info@carterhallconferences.org

OWNED & OPERATED

All revenue supports
HOPE’s mission.

www.projecthope.org
24 GUEST ROOMSMEETING SPACESHISTORIC

200 Oak Street S.E., Minneapolis, MN  •  612-624-9831

An Award-Winning Meeting & Event Venue

 Just off Interstate 35W

 Adjacent Parking Ramp

 10 Flexible Meeting Rooms

 Award-Winning Catering

 Superior Audio Visual Capabilities

 Adjacent Commons Hotel

“A TREMENDOUS LOCATION FOR 

A  CONFERENCE—CONVENIENTLY 

 LOCATED, THE MEETING 

ROOMS HAVE  DISTINGUISHING 

CHARACTERISTICS,  AND THE 

SERVICE IS OUTSTANDING.” 

—Allina  Hospitals & Clinics

Best High Tech Venue 2015
Best Venue Website 2016

www.meetatmontclair.com

1 Normal Avenue • Montclair, NJ 07043 • 973-655-3391 • conference@montclair.edu

Flexible meeting space, ideal for groups 
of 10 to 500 people

State-of-the-art audio/visual

Award–winning catering services

Breathtaking view of the Manhattan skyline

Centrally located in North Jersey, 
14 miles from NYC
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news & awards BY SELENA FRAGASSI

INDUSTRY UPDATES

Mangia DC Food Tours Fills 
Up with More Awards in 2017
There is a lot to experience in the nation’s 
capital—from the historic monuments to 
the incredible museums, and even the cui-
sine. Mangia DC Food Tours is a locally 
owned and operated business that takes 
guests on guided walking tours to get a 
real “taste” of Washington. In addition to 
learning about architecture and history, 
participants also get to have a bite of the 
best area restaurants with a combined 
four-course meal. Groups can choose be-
tween the two-mile Italian Food Tour or 
the one-mile Georgetown Food Tour as 
well as various cooking classes and wine 
excursions. The tours have continued to 

grow in popularity with support from 
several industry awards. In 2017, Mangia 
DC Food Tours received the 2017 Cer-
tificate of Excellence from TripAdvisor 
for the second year in a row, recognized 
for quality service and cuisine attractions. 
This year the company also garnered 
TripAdvisor’s title for D.C.’s #1 Cooking 
Class in addition to a coveted Yelp award.
UniqueVenues.com/MangiaDCFoodTours

AMA New York Executive 
Conference Center Now 
the Largest in the City
After a recent overhaul, AMA New 
York can now proudly boast that it’s the 
largest conference center in the entire 

city. The upgrade added 13,000 square 
feet of space bringing the total availabil-
ity to 90,000 square feet. In addition to 
more meeting rooms (with new built-in 
beverage stations), there is also a private 
executive meeting suite with exclusive 
restrooms and a food and beverage area. 
On the sixth floor, the new Business 
Reception Lounge has arched windows 
with tons of natural light and views of 
Times Square as well as a customer ser-
vice desk for easy registration.
UniqueVenues.com/amanewyork

Albright College Shifts Gears 
As New Home of World 
Cycling League HQ
A seven-acre site on the Reading, Penn-
sylvania campus was picked by the 
World Cycling League to be the site of 
a new $20 million world headquarters 
as well as a 2,500-seat, high-tech indoor 
velodrome that will offer a competitive 
bike racing track. This arena will be 
only the second of its kind to open in 
the U.S. and the first on the East Coast. 
Not only will it host international 
meets, it will also welcome year-round 
cycling programs, pre-Olympic train-
ing camps, collegiate events, and more 
special programs. Incoming college 
president Jacquelyn S. Fetrow, Ph.D., 
says she also envisions a variety of initia-
tives “that will contribute to student life 
at the College, including adding cycling 
as a varsity club sport, providing student 
internships at the velodrome, and en-
hancing Albright’s business curriculum 
by adding velodrome-related courses in 
sports marketing, event management, 
video production, communications, 
and more,” according to the school, 
which estimates the buildings will be 
completed for the 2018-19 academic 
year. UniqueVenues.com/AlbrightCollege
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Vancouver’s Polygon Gallery Is 
Now Open for Event Business
Located on Vancouver’s North Shore, the Polygon Gallery is a breathtaking water-

front property that showcases photography and media art in a clean, contemporary 
building designed for a reflective experience. “It is the most geographically evoca-

tive site—where sea meets mountain. And it’s the place where, in some ways, 
the community is most connected to the larger region—which it views just across 
the harbour,” says architect Patricia Patkau. The gallery space is ideal for special 
events with space for 20-200 guests seated and 375 guests for receptions; there 
are day and night rentals available, along with optional private guided art tours.

UniqueVenues.ca/PolygonGallery
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Buffalo Trace Distillery Pops 
the Cork on New Event Spaces 
Groups can now literally meet on 
Kentucky’s Bourbon Trail with the 
opening of new event spaces at the 
marquee Buffalo Trace Distillery, in 
Frankfort, Kentucky. The Elmer T. 
Lee Clubhouse is a 1,950-square-
foot, second level space built 
from centuries-old log cabins with 
hardwood floors, a cathedral ceil-
ing, wood-burning fireplace, and 
copper countertops. It seats 200 
with standing room for 350. The 
smaller Master Distiller’s Room is 
for more intimate gatherings of 16 
people or less, also with a cathedral 
ceiling, fireplace, and ambient 
lighting. There’s also the Single 
Oak Room in the George T. Stagg 
Gallery within the Visitor’s Center. 
This 780-square-foot room accom-
modates 70 people seated or 150 
for receptions. It features built-in 
display cases, exposed brick walls, a 
beamed ceiling, and portable bar.
UniqueVenues.com/BuffaloTrace

EVENTS

events

THE MOST UNIQUE VENUE IN KANSAS CITYTHE MOST UNIQUE VENUE IN KANSAS CITY

816-920-4896 | Events@goarrowhead.com 

Chiefs.com/arrowhead/event-spaces.html

One Arrowhead Drive, Kansas City, MO 64129

» Awards Banquets

» Business Meetings

» Fundraisers

» Galas

» Holiday Parties

» Job Fairs

» Rallies

» Retreats

» Team Building

» Trade Shows

» Training

chiefs.com/arrowhead/virtualtour/build.html

TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR OF OUR EVENT SPACES

Contact our event team 

to tour the venue, or to 

request a proposal today.

Meetings take on another dimension 
when partnered with Pepperdine and 
the beauty of the Pacifi c Coast.

Let us help make your next conference 
a pleasant and peaceful experience!

Malibu, CaliforniaMalibu, California

Contact: Kanet W. Thomas
 Director, Special Programs
 24255 Pacifi c Coast Highway  
 Malibu, CA  90263
 310-506-4264
 kanet.thomas@pepperdine.edu

Ocean washed...Wind swept...Sun kissed...
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Voted Unique Venue’s Best Conference Center of 2017, 

the UCLA Lake Arrowhead Conference Center is the 

ideal venue for your organization to get together and get 

things done—and we have the accolades to prove it!

LakeArrowhead.UCLA.edu
(909) 337-2478
All conferences must have 
a learning purpose.

Perfectly suited to serve groups with a learning purpose, the UCLA Lake Arrowhead 

Conference Center offers a one-of-a-kind environment for getting down to business—

training, team-building, planning, holding a think-tank—whatever it is you need to 

accomplish! 

We host approximately 28,000 individuals per year, and an amazing 96.4% of those 

who responded to our guest survey rated their experience at the Conference Center 

as Very Satisfied! Here’s why...

Our easy-to-budget Complete Meeting Package for up to 200 guests includes spacious, 

deluxe chalet-style guest rooms, IACC-certified meeting space with full audio visual 

services, meeting room coffee breaks, and three gourmet meals per day. Our 50 wooded 

mountain acres beckon with an array of innovative team-building activities as well as 

ample opportunities to relax and recharge.  

We truly are unique—and ready to help you plan your next meeting, retreat or 

conference. Call us today to book an unforgettable experience!

Make your next meeting, retreat or conference

      TRULY INSPIRING!
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CANADA
ALBERTA

Arts Commons // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/ArtsCommons

Bow Cliff Centre // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/BowCliffCentre

Camp Chief Hector YMCA // Exshaw
uniquevenues.ca/CampChiefHector

Civic on Third // Calgary 
uniquevenues.ca/CiviconThird

Dow Centennial Centre // Fort Saskatchewan
uniquevenues.ca/dowcentennialcentre

Evergreen Theatre & Community Spaces // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/EvergreenTheatre

Glenbow Museum // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/Glenbow

Hellenic Society of Calgary // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/HellenicSocietyCalgary

Hive Gallery and Gatherings // Canmore
uniquevenues.ca/HiveGallery

MacEwan University // Edmonton
uniquevenues.ca/MacEwanUniv

Metropolitan Centre // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/MetropolitanCentre

Mount Royal University - Event and Theatre 
Services // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/MRUECS

Olds College // Olds
uniquevenues.ca/Olds-College

The Baron // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/TheBaron

The Kahanoff Conference Centre // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/Kahanoff

The Oasis Centre // Edmonton
uniquevenues.ca/OasisEdmontonConfCtr

University of Calgary // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/UnivCalgary

WinSport Canada Olympic Park // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/WinSport

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Anvil Centre // New Westminster
uniquevenues.ca/AnvilCentre

Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art  
// Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/BillReidGallery

Deeley Exhibition // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/deeleymotorcycleexhibition

False Creek Yacht Club // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/FalseCreekYachtClub

Hard Rock Casino Vancouver // Coquitlam
uniquevenues.ca/HardRockCasinoVancouver

Nest Conferences and Catering // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/AMS

Pacific National Exhibition // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/PNEBC

Painted Boat Resort // Madeira Park- 
Sunshine Coast
uniquevenues.ca/PaintedBoat

Residence & Conference Centre - Kamloops  
// Kamloops
uniquevenues.ca/ThompsonRiversKamloops

Richmond Olympic Oval // Richmond
uniquevenues.ca/RichmondOlympicOval

Robert H Lee Alumni Centre UBC // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/LeeAlumniCentre

RockRidge Canyon Conference and Retreat 
Centre // Princeton
uniquevenues.ca/RockRidgeCanyon

THE FOLLOWING PAGES FEATURE A COMPREHENSIVE INDEX OF ALL THE UNIQUE VENUES 

MEMBERS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA. EACH LISTING IS ORGANIZED 

ALPHABETICALLY FOR EASE OF USE AND FEATURES THE NAME OF THE VENUE, CITY AND 

UNIQUE VENUES WEBSITE ADDRESS, WHICH HOLDS EVEN MORE INFORMATION FOR PLANNERS.

start your
 SEARCH now

F o r  i n - d e p t h  i n f o r m a t i o n 
i n c l u d i n g  p h o t o s ,  v i d e o , 

r e n t a l  f e e s  a n d  m o r e ,  v i s i t 

UniqueVenues.com 
a n d 

U n i q u e Ve n u e s. c a
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Sea to Sky Gondola // Squamish
uniquevenues.ca/SeatoSky

Simon Fraser University - Burnaby // Burnaby
uniquevenues.ca/SimonFraser

Simon Fraser University (MECS) Conferences 
// Vancouver

uniquevenues.ca/MorrisWosk

The Polygon Gallery // North Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/PolygonGallery

The Profile Million Dollar View Room // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/TheProfile

University of British Columbia - Vancouver  
// Vancouver

uniquevenues.ca/UBC

Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre  
// Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverAquarium

Vancouver Island University // Nanaimo
uniquevenues.ca/VIU

Vancouver Lookout // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverLookout

Waterview Special Event Space // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/WaterviewBC

YMCA Camp Elphinstone // Gibsons
uniquevenues.ca/CampElphinstone

MANITOBA

Club Regent // Winnipeg
uniquevenues.ca/ClubRegent

NEW BRUNSWICK

University of New Brunswick Conference 
Services // Fredericton

uniquevenues.ca/UNB

NEWFOUNDLAND

Memorial University of Newfoundland -  
St. John’s Campus // St. John’s
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUnivStJohns

Memorial University, Grenfell Campus // Corner Brook
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUniv

NOVA SCOTIA

Annapolis Basin Conference Centre // Cornwallis Park
uniquevenues.ca/AnnapolisBasinCC

Mount Saint Vincent University // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/MSVU

Namaste Esperanza // Newport
uniquevenues.ca/NamasteEsperanza

Saint Mary’s University // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/SaintMarysUniversity

University of King’s College // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/UnivKingsCollege

ONTARIO

BMO Education & Conference Centre // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/BMOEducationCC

Breather 330 Bay Street // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/Breather330BaySt

Breather 357 Bay Street // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/Breather357Bayst

Breather 555 Richmond Street // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/Breather555Richmond

Breather Peter Street // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/BreatherPeterSt

Breather Spadina Ave // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/BreatherSpadina

Brescia University College // London
uniquevenues.ca/BresciaUniv

Brock University // St. Catharines
uniquevenues.ca/Brock

Carleton University, Conference Services  
// Ottawa

uniquevenues.ca/CarletonUniv

CN Tower // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/CNTower

&Company Resto Bar // Mississauga
uniquevenues.ca/andCompany

Design Exchange // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/DesignExchange

Fanshawe College Conference Services // London
uniquevenues.ca/fanshawecollege

Georgian Conference and Event Services  
// Barrie

uniquevenues.ca/GeorgianConferenceServices

Golden Beach Resort // Roseneath
uniquevenues.ca/GoldenBeach

Humber Accommodations & Conference 
Services // Toronto

uniquevenues.ca/Humber

Ivey Tangerine Leadership Centre // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/iveying

Long Point Eco-Adventures // St. Williams
uniquevenues.ca/LongPointEcoLodge

McMaster Innovation Park // Hamilton
uniquevenues.ca/McMasterInnovationPark

NAV Centre // Cornwall
uniquevenues.ca/NAVCentre

Residence & Conference Centre - Niagara-on-
the-Lake // Niagara on the Lake
uniquevenues.ca/NiagaraNOTL

Residence & Conference Centre - Toronto 
Downtown // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/RCCToronto

Residence & Conference Centre - Windsor // Windsor
uniquevenues.ca/rccstclaircollege

Sheridan Conference Centre & Residence  
// Oakville

uniquevenues.ca/SheridanOakville

St. Lawrence College Conference Services // Kingston
uniquevenues.ca/StLawrence

The Second City Toronto // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/secondcitytoronto

TMX Broadcast Centre // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/TMXBroadcast

Trent University // Peterborough
uniquevenues.ca/TrentUniv

University of St. Michael’s College // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/UnivStMichaels

University of Toronto Scarborough  
// Scarborough

uniquevenues.ca/utorontoscarborough

University of Waterloo // Waterloo
uniquevenues.ca/UnivWaterloo

Vantage Venues // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/VantageVenues

Western University // London
uniquevenues.ca/uwesternontario

York University // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/YorkUniversity

QUEBEC

Bishop’s University // Sherbrooke
uniquevenues.ca/BishopsUniversity

Breather Montreal // Montreal
uniquevenues.ca/BreatherMontreal

Breather Robert Bourassa // Montreal
uniquevenues.ca/BreatherRobertBourassa

Centre Mont-Royal // Montreal
uniquevenues.ca/CentreMont-Royal

USA
ARIZONA

AMC Esplanade 14 // Phoenix
uniquevenues.com/AMCEsplanade14

Camelback Vista at Scottsdale Plaza Resort  
// Scottsdale
uniquevenues.com/CamelbackVista
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Cave Creek Casa // Cave Creek
uniquevenues.com/CaveCreekCasas

ClubCorp Venues - Phoenix/Scottsdale Metro 
// Scottsdale

uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpScottsdale

Glendale Civic Center // Glendale 
uniquevenues.com/GlendaleCivicCenter

Mod // Phoenix
uniquevenues.com/Mod

On the Edge Gallery // Scottsdale
uniquevenues.com/OntheEdgeGallery

Parsons Center // Phoenix
uniquevenues.com/ParsonsCenter

Sea of Glass - Center for the Arts // Tucson
uniquevenues.com/seaofglass

The Falls Event Center // Gilbert
uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenter

The Venues at Peoria Sports Complex // Peoria
uniquevenues.com/PeoriaSportsComplex

Thunderbird Executive Inn & Conference 
Center // Glendale

uniquevenues.com/ThunderbirdExecutiveInn

ARKANSAS

Arkansas 4-H Center // Little Rock
uniquevenues.com/arkansas4hcenter

CALIFORNIA

AMC Bay Street 16 // Emeryville
uniquevenues.com/AMCBayStreet

AMC Burbank 16 // Burbank
uniquevenues.com/AMCBurbank16

AMC Mercado 20 // Santa Clara
uniquevenues.com/AMCMercado

AMC Van Ness 14 // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/AMCVanNess

Art Deco Event Loft // Santa Monica
uniquevenues.com/ArtDecoEventLoft

Bently Reserve // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BentlyReserve

Birch Aquarium at Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography // La Jolla 
uniquevenues.com/BirchAquarium

Breather Brannan St // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherBrannan

Breather E. 8th Street // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/BreatherE8thSt

Breather Harrison St // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherHarrison

Breather Howard St // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherHoward

Breather LA - Melrose // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/BreatherMelrose

Breather Market St // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherMarketSt

Breather Mission St // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherMission

Breather New Montgomery // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherNewMontgomery

Breather Rose Ave // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/Breather555Rose

Breather LA - Santa Monica // 
uniquevenues.com/BreatherSantaMonica

Breather SF - Berkeley St // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BreatherBerkeley

Business Expo Center // Anaheim
uniquevenues.com/BusinessExpoCenter

California State University, Northridge  
// Northridge

uniquevenues.com/CalStateNorthridge

California State University San Marcos // 
San Marcos

uniquevenues.com/quadcsusanmarcos

Centre Concord // Concord
uniquevenues.com/CentreConcord

Chapman University // Orange
uniquevenues.com/Chapman

ClubCorp Venues - Los Angeles/Orange 
County Metro // Costa Mesa

uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpCostaMesa

ClubCorp Venues - San Diego Metro  
// San Diego

uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpSanDiego

Dolce Hayes Mansion // San Jose
uniquevenues.com/hayesmansion

El Rey Theatre // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/ElReyTheatre

Esports Arena // Santa Ana
uniquevenues.com/eSportsArena

Gladstone’s Malibu // Pacific Palisades
uniquevenues.com/Gladstones

Hard Rock Cafe - San Francisco  
// San Francisco

uniquevenues.com/HardRockSanFrancisco

Howl at the Moon - Hollywood // Universal City
uniquevenues.com/HowlHollywood

Humboldt State University // Arcata
uniquevenues.com/humboldtstate

Meetings & Events @ Edwards Irvine 
Spectrum 21 IMAX & RPX // Irvine

uniquevenues.com/EdwardsIrvine

Meetings & Events @ Edwards Mira Mesa 
Stadium 18 IMAX & RPX // San Diego

uniquevenues.com/EdwardsMiraMesa

Mission Bay Conference Center @ UCSF  
// San Francisco

uniquevenues.com/UCSFMissionBay

Mountain Winery // Saratoga
uniquevenues.com/MountainWinery

Occidental College // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/Occidental

Overlook Hall // Avalon
uniquevenues.com/OverlookHall

Pali Retreat // Running Springs
uniquevenues.com/PaliMountain

Pepperdine University // Malibu
uniquevenues.com/Pepperdine

Pickwick Gardens Conference Center // Burbank
uniquevenues.com/Pickwick

Pomona College // Claremont
uniquevenues.com/PomonaCollege

Regency Center // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/RegencyCenter

Rosewood Commons Conference Center // Pleasanton
uniquevenues.com/RosewoodCommons

Roxy Theatre // West Hollywood
uniquevenues.com/RoxyTheatre

San Diego State University // San Diego
uniquevenues.com/SanDiegoState

San Diego Training and Conference Center  
// San Diego
uniquevenues.com/SDTrainingCtr

San Francisco State University Conference 
and Event Services // San Francisco

uniquevenues.com/SFSU

San Jose State University // San Jose
uniquevenues.com/sjsu

San Ramon Valley Conference Center // San Ramon
uniquevenues.com/sanramonvalleycc

Santa Clara University // Santa Clara
uniquevenues.com/SantaClaraUniv

Shrine Auditorium & Expo Hall // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/ShrineAuditorium

Sonoma State University // Rohnert Park
uniquevenues.com/SonomaState
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EMAIL SUMMERCAMPS@UCO.EDU
OR CALL (405) 974-2715

Why come to Riverside?
Hint: We have more than you bargained for!
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Stanford University // Stanford
uniquevenues.com/Stanford

Starbright Theater // Campbell
uniquevenues.com/StarbrightTheater

The Alexandria Ballrooms // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/AlexandriaBallrooms

The Belasco Theater // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/TheBelasco

The Falls Event Center in Elk Grove // Elk Grove
uniquevenues.com/TheFallsEventCenterElkGrove

The Falls Event Center in Fresno // Fresno
uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenterFresno

The Falls Event Center in Roseville // Roseville
uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenterRoseville

The Fonda Theatre // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/FondaTheatre

The Novo by Microsoft // Los Angeles 
uniquevenues.com/theNovo

The Pearl SF // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/thepearlsf

The Redwoods In Yosemite // Wawona
uniquevenues.com/RedwoodsinYosemite

The Warfield // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/TheWarfield

TheBank Palm Springs // Palm Springs
uniquevenues.com/TheBankPS

UCLA Lake Arrowhead Conference Center  
// Lake Arrowhead

uniquevenues.com/UCLALakeArrowhead

University of California, Irvine Conference 
Center // Irvine

uniquevenues.com/UCIrvine

University of California, Los Angeles // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/ucla

University of California, Riverside // Riverside
uniquevenues.com/UCRiverside

University of California, Riverside - Palm Desert 
Center // Palm Desert
uniquevenues.com/ucrpalmdesert

University of California, Santa Barbara  
// Santa Barbara
uniquevenues.com/UCSB

University of Redlands // Redlands
uniquevenues.com/UnivRedlands

University of San Diego - Hospitality Services 
// San Diego

uniquevenues.com/USD

Yokayo Ranch // Ukiah
uniquevenues.com/YokayoRanch

COLORADO
1STBANK Center // Denver
uniquevenues.com/AEGLiveDenver

AMC Flatiron Crossing 14 // Broomfield
uniquevenues.com/AMCFlatiron

Aspen Canyon Ranch // Parshall
uniquevenues.com/AspenCanyon

Boettcher Mansion // Golden
uniquevenues.com/BoettcherMansion

Cascade Village // Durango
uniquevenues.com/CascadeVillage

Church Ranch Event Center // Westminster
uniquevenues.com/ChurchRanchEventCtr

Clock Tower Events // Denver
uniquevenues.com/clocktowerevents

Colorado Christian University // Lakewood
uniquevenues.com/CCU

Colorado College // Colorado Springs
uniquevenues.com/coloradocollege

Colorado School of Mines // Golden
uniquevenues.com/ColoradoSchoolMines

Colorado State University // Fort Collins
uniquevenues.com/CSU

Denver Field House Event Venue // Denver
uniquevenues.com/DenverFieldHouse

Grant Humphreys Mansion // Denver
uniquevenues.com/GrantHumphreysMansion

History Colorado Center // Denver
uniquevenues.com/ColoradoHistoryMuseum

Howl at the Moon - Denver // Denver
uniquevenues.com/HowlDenver

Howl at the Moon National Sales Office // Denver
uniquevenues.com/

Live@Jack’s // Denver
uniquevenues.com/JazzatJacks

Meetings & Events @ UA Denver Pavilions 
Stadium 15 & RPX // Denver
uniquevenues.com/DenverPavilions

Shambhala Mountain Center // Red Feather 
Lakes
uniquevenues.com/shambhala

Silver Cliff Ranch // Nathrop
uniquevenues.com/SilverCliffRanch

Sylvan Dale Guest Ranch // Loveland
uniquevenues.com/SylvanDale

The Falls Event Center in Littleton // Littleton
uniquevenues.com/fallseventctrlittleton

The Wild Animal Sanctuary // Keenesburg
uniquevenues.com/TheWildAnimalSanctuary

Topgolf Centennial // Centennial
uniquevenues.com/TopGolfCentennial

University of Colorado - Colorado Springs  
// Colorado Springs

uniquevenues.com/uccs

University of Colorado Boulder // Boulder
uniquevenues.com/CU

University of Denver // Denver
uniquevenues.com/uofdenver

Wash Park Studio // Denver
uniquevenues.com/WashParkStudio

Western State Colorado University // Gunnison
uniquevenues.com/WesternState

CONNECTICUT

Albertus Magnus College // New Haven
uniquevenues.com/AlbertusMagnus

Scene Art Bar // Unionville
uniquevenues.com/SceneArtBar

The Amber Room Colonnade // Danbury
uniquevenues.com/amberroom

Toyota Presents Oakdale Theatre // Wallingford
uniquevenues.com/OakdaleTheatre

University of Hartford Conference Center  
// West Hartford

uniquevenues.com/UnivHartford

Yale University // New Haven
uniquevenues.com/yale

DELAWARE

Chase Center on the Riverfront // Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/ChaseCenter

Goodstay Mansion & Gardens // Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/UDelWilmington

University of Delaware Conference and Event 
Services // Newark

uniquevenues.com/UnivDelawareNewark

Virden Retreat Center // Lewes
uniquevenues.com/Virden

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

1331 G Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/1331gconferencecntr

20 F Street NW Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/20fstreetcc

AMA Washington, DC Executive Conference 
Center // Washington

uniquevenues.com/AMADC
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AMC Georgetown 14 // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AMCGeorgetown14

American University // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AmericanUniv

Arcuri DC Eat + Drink // Washington
uniquevenues.com/arcuridc

Arts Club of Washington // Washington
uniquevenues.com/ArtsClub

Bistro Bistro // Washington
uniquevenues.com/BistroBistro

Bobby McKey’s Dueling Piano Bar  
// National Harbor-MD

uniquevenues.com/bobbymckeys

Breather 15th Street // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Breather15thStDC

Breather DeSales // Washington
uniquevenues.com/BreatherDeSales

Breather Thomas Circle // Washington
uniquevenues.com/BreatherThomasCir

Credit Union House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/CreditUnionHouse

District Architecture Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/DistrictArchitectureCenter

Downtown DC Event Space - WDCEP  
// Washington

uniquevenues.com/DCPartnership

Dumbarton House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/DumbartonHouse

Escape Room Live // Washington
uniquevenues.com/EscapeRoomLive

Event Space DC // Washington
uniquevenues.com/EventSpaceDC

Fathom Gallery // Washington
uniquevenues.com/FathomGallery

FHI360 Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AEDConferenceCenter

Georgetown University // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Georgetown

Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital  
// Washington

uniquevenues.com/hillcenter

Hillyer Art Space // Washington
uniquevenues.com/hillyerartspace

Howard University Conference Housing  
// Washington

uniquevenues.com/CorviasHowardUniv

Josephine Butler Parks Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/josephinebutlercenter

Madame Tussauds Washington DC // Washington
uniquevenues.com/MadameTussaudsDC

Mangia DC Food Tours // Washington
uniquevenues.com/MangiaDCFoodTours

Meetings & Events @ Regal Gallery Place 
Stadium 14 // Washington

uniquevenues.com/RegalGalleryPl

National Cathedral School // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NationalCathedralSchool

National Union Building // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NationalUnionBuilding

Nationals Park // Washington
uniquevenues.com/nationalspark

New America // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NewAmerica

OpenGov Hub // Washington 
uniquevenues.com/OpenGovHub

Partnership for Public Service Conference Center 
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/PartnershipConferenceCenter

President Lincoln’s Cottage // Washington
uniquevenues.com/PresidentLincolnsCottage

Sauf Haus Bier Hall and Garten // Washington
uniquevenues.com/SaufHaus

The Carriage House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/CarriageHouse

The Catholic University of America // Washington
uniquevenues.com/CUA

The City Club of Washington // Washington
uniquevenues.com/cityclubwashington

The Grill From Ipanema // Washington
uniquevenues.com/GrillfromIpanema

The Loft at 600 F // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Loftat600F

The Loft at Dacha Beer Garden // Washington
uniquevenues.com/DachaLoft

The National Archives Museum // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NationalArchives

The National Housing Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NationalHousingCenter

The National Press Club // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NationalPressClub

The United States National Arboretum  
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/USNationalArboretum

The Warner Theatre // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WarnerTheatre

The Whittemore House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WhittemoreHouse

Town Tavern DC // Washington
uniquevenues.com/TownTavernDC

Trinity Washington University // Washington
uniquevenues.com/trinitycenterdc

US Navy Memorial // Washington
uniquevenues.com/USNavyMemorial

FLORIDA

AMC Altamonte Mall 18 // Altamonte Springs
uniquevenues.com/AMCAltamonteMall

AMC Aventura Mall 24 // Aventura
uniquevenues.com/AMCAventura

Cafe Tu Tu Tango - Orlando // Orlando
uniquevenues.com/CafeTuTuTangoOrlando

ClubCorp Venues - Tampa/Orlando/
Jacksonville // Tampa

uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpTampa

Crooked Can Brewery // Orlando
uniquevenues.com/CrookedCanBrewery

Dewey’s Indoor Golf // Orlando
uniquevenues.com/DeweysIndoorGolf

Drinkhouse Fire & Ice // Miami Beach
uniquevenues.com/DrinkhouseFireandIce

Ferg’s Depot // Orlando
uniquevenues.com/FergsDepot

Harley Davidson Historic Factory Dealership // Orlando
uniquevenues.com/HarleyDavidsonFactory

Howl at the Moon - Orlando // Orlando
uniquevenues.com/HowlOrlando

Lou La Vie Gallery // Miami
uniquevenues.com/LouLaVie

Meetings & Events @ Regal Kendall Village 
Stadium 16 IMAX & RPX // Miami

uniquevenues.com/RegalKendallVillage

Meetings & Events @ Regal Pointe Orlando 
Stadium 20 & IMAX // Orlando

uniquevenues.com/RegalPointeOrlando

Meetings & Events @ Regal South Beach 
Stadium 18 // Miami

uniquevenues.com/RegalSoBeach

Meetings & Events @ Regal Waterford Lakes 
Stadium 20 & IMAX // Orlando

uniquevenues.com/RegalWaterfordLakes

Minus 5 Ice Bar // Orlando
uniquevenues.com/Minus5IceBar
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Southeastern University // Lakeland
uniquevenues.com/Southeastern

Sugar Factory // Orlando
uniquevenues.com/SugarFactory

Tallahassee Community College Conference & 
Events // Tallahassee
uniquevenues.com/TallahasseeCC

The Hangar // Orlando
uniquevenues.com/TheHangar

University of Florida Department of Housing 
Conference Services // Gainesville

uniquevenues.com/UnivFlorida

University of Miami, Division of Student 
Affairs - Conference Services // Coral Gables

uniquevenues.com/UnivMiami

University of South Florida-St. Petersburg  
// St. Petersburg
uniquevenues.com/USFStPetersburg

Zenith Art & Fashion // Miami
uniquevenues.com/ZenithArtFashion

GEORGIA

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College  
// Tifton

uniquevenues.com/ABAC

AMA Atlanta Conference Center // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/amaatlanta

AMC Parkway Pointe 15 // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/AMCParkwayPointe

Armstrong State University // Savannah
uniquevenues.com/armstrongcenter

Atlanta Metropolitan State College // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/amsc

ClubCorp Venues - Atlanta Metro // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpAtlanta

College of Coastal Georgia // Brunswick
uniquevenues.com/CCGA

Dalton State College // Dalton
uniquevenues.com/DaltonState

dk Gallery // Marietta
uniquevenues.com/dkGallery

East Georgia State College // Swainsboro
uniquevenues.com/EGA

Emory University // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/EmoryUniv

Georgia Institute of Technology // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/georgiatech

Georgia International Horse Park // Conyers
uniquevenues.com/GAHorsePark

Georgia State University Housing - Conference 
Services // Atlanta

uniquevenues.com/GeorgiaState

Meetings & Events @ Regal Atlantic Station 
Stadium 18 IMAX & RPX // Atlanta

uniquevenues.com/RegalAtlanticStation

Meetings & Events @ Regal Avalon 12 // Alpharetta
uniquevenues.com/RegalAvalon

Meetings & Events @ Regal Perimeter Pointe 
Stadium 10 // Atlanta

uniquevenues.com/RegalPerimeter

Oxford College of Emory University // Oxford
uniquevenues.com/oxfordcollegeofemory

Riverside EpiCenter // Austell
uniquevenues.com/RiversideEpiCenter

Southern Exchange Ballrooms // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/SouthernExchangeAtl

Student Activities Center at Clayton State 
University // Morrow
uniquevenues.com/SACClayton

Terminus 330 // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/terminus330

Topgolf Alpharetta // Alpharetta
uniquevenues.com/TopGolfAlpharetta

Topgolf Atlanta // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/TopGolfAtlanta

University of Georgia Center for Continuing 
Education & Hotel // Athens

uniquevenues.com/ugcce

Young Harris College // Young Harris
uniquevenues.com/YoungHarrisCollege

HAWAII

Pride of Maui // Wailuku
uniquevenues.com/PrideofMaui

IDAHO

Red Horse Mountain Dude Ranch // Harrison
uniquevenues.com/RedHorseMountain

University of Idaho - University Support Services 
// Moscow
uniquevenues.com/UnivIdaho

ILLINOIS

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum 
// Springfield
uniquevenues.com/LincolnLibrary

AceBounce // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/AceBounce

AMC River East 21 // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/AMCRiverEast

American Dental Association // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/AmericanDentalAssoc

Bowlero - Buffalo Grove // Buffalo Grove
uniquevenues.com/BowleroBuffaloGrove

Bowlero - Naperville // Naperville
uniquevenues.com/BowleroNaperville

Bowlero - Randall Road // Algonquin
uniquevenues.com/BowleroRandallRoad

Bowlero - Romeoville // Romeoville
uniquevenues.com/BowleroRomeoville

Breather - Franklin // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/BreatherFranklin

Breather - West Erie // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/BreatherWestErie

Breather - West Huron // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/BreatherWHuron

Breather - West Jackson // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/BreatherWestJackson

Breather - West Washington // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/BreatherWestWashington

Charles A. Hayes Family Investment Center  
// Chicago
uniquevenues.com/FamilyInvestmentCenter

Chicago Botanic Garden // Glencoe
uniquevenues.com/ChicagoBotanicGarden

Chicago Meeting Solutions // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/ChicagoMeetingSolutions

Chicago Southland Convention & Visitors 
Bureau // Lansing

uniquevenues.com/chicagosouthland

Chicago’s North Shore Convention and 
Visitor’s Bureau // Skokie

uniquevenues.com/ChicagoNorthShoreCVB

ClubCorp Venues - Chicago Metro // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpChicago

Conference Chicago at University Center // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/ConferenceChicago

Howl at the Moon - Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/HowlChicago

Illinois State University // Normal
uniquevenues.com/IllinoisState

Lake Williamson Christian Center // Carlinville
uniquevenues.com/LakeWilliamsonCenter

Lewis University // Romeoville
uniquevenues.com/LewisUniv
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Loyola University Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/loyolachicago

McHenry County College // Crystal Lake
uniquevenues.com/McHenryCC

Meetings & Events @ Regal City North 
Stadium 14 // Chicago

uniquevenues.com/RegalCityNorth

Meetings & Events @ Regal Webster Place 11 
// Chicago

uniquevenues.com/RegalWebster

Museum of Science and Industry // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/MSIChicago

Navy Pier Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/NavyPier

North Central College // Naperville
uniquevenues.com/NCCollege

North Shore Conference Center at Double Tree by 
Hilton Chicago North Shore // Skokie
uniquevenues.com/NorthShoreCC

Northern Illinois University Conference Centers  
// Naperville
uniquevenues.com/NIUConferenceCenters

OFFSITE Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/OffsiteChicago

Southern Illinois University Carbondale  
// Carbondale
uniquevenues.com/siuc

The Field Museum // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/FieldMuseum

The Student Life Center at East-West 
University // Chicago

uniquevenues.com/SLC@EWU

The University of Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/UChicago

Topgolf Wood Dale // Wood Dale
uniquevenues.com/TopGolfWoodDale

University of Illinois Conferences and Special 
Events // Champaign

uniquevenues.com/uillinoisconferences

Western Illinois University // Macomb
uniquevenues.com/westernillinoisuniversity

INDIANA

AMC Indianapolis 17 // Indianapolis
uniquevenues.com/AMCIndianapolis17

Anderson University // Anderson
uniquevenues.com/Anderson

Howl at the Moon - Indianapolis // Indianapolis
uniquevenues.com/HowlIndianapolis

Indiana Wesleyan University - Merrillville  
// Merrillville
uniquevenues.com/IWUMerrillville

Indiana Wesleyan University Fort Wayne Education 
and Conference Center // Fort Wayne
uniquevenues.com/IWUFortWayne

Indiana Wesleyan University Kokomo Education 
and Conference Center // Kokomo
uniquevenues.com/IndWesleyanKokomo

Monroe Convention Center // Bloomington
uniquevenues.com/bloomingtonmonroecc

Palais Royale at Morris Performing Arts Center  
// South Bend
uniquevenues.com/PalaisRoyale2

Purdue University // West Lafayette
uniquevenues.com/Purdue

Saint Mary’s College // Notre Dame
uniquevenues.com/SaintMarysCollege

University of Indianapolis // Indianapolis
uniquevenues.com/UnivIndianapolis

University of Notre Dame // Notre Dame
uniquevenues.com/notredameconfcenter

Zionsville Performing Arts Center // Zionsville
uniquevenues.com/ZionsvillePAC

IOWA

Grand View University // Des Moines
uniquevenues.com/GrandViewUniv

Iowa State Center // Ames
uniquevenues.com/IowaStateCenter

Iowa State University // Ames
uniquevenues.com/IowaState

Sunstream Retreat Center // Ogden
uniquevenues.com/Sunstream

KANSAS

AMC Studio 28 // Olathe
uniquevenues.com/AMCStudio28

KENTUCKY

Buffalo Trace Distillery // Frankfort 
uniquevenues.com/BuffaloTrace

Howl at the Moon - Louisville // Louisville
uniquevenues.com/HowlLouisville

Indiana Wesleyan University - Florence // Florence 
uniquevenues.com/IWUFlorence

Indiana Wesleyan University - Lexington // Lexington
uniquevenues.com/IWULexington

Northern Kentucky University // Highland Heights
uniquevenues.com/NKU

University of Kentucky Summer Conference 
Housing // Lexington

uniquevenues.com/UnivKentucky

LOUISIANA

AMC Elmwood Palace 20 // Harahan
uniquevenues.com/AMCElmwoodPalace

University of Louisiana at Lafayette  
// Lafayette

uniquevenues.com/ULLafayette

MAINE

Colby College // Waterville
uniquevenues.com/ColbyCollege

University of Maine // Orono
uniquevenues.com/UnivMaine

University of New England // Biddeford
uniquevenues.com/UnivNewEngland

MARYLAND

Anne Arundel Community College // Arnold
uniquevenues.com/AnneArundel

Bobby McKey’s Dueling Piano Bar  
// National Harbor-MD

uniquevenues.com/BobbyMcKeysMD

Coppin State University // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/Coppin

F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre // Rockville
uniquevenues.com/FScottFitzgeraldTheatre

Frostburg State University // Frostburg
uniquevenues.com/Frostburg

Glenview Mansion // Rockville
uniquevenues.com/GlenviewMansion

Harbor Tower Events at Legg Mason Tower  
// Baltimore

uniquevenues.com/HarborTowerEvents

Historic Oakland // Columbia
uniquevenues.com/HistoricOakland

Howl at the Moon - Baltimore // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/HowlattheMoonMD

Johns Hopkins University Scheduling & Event 
Services // Baltimore

uniquevenues.com/johnshopkins

Loyola University Maryland // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/loyolamaryland

Maritime Conference Center // Linthicum Heights
uniquevenues.com/MCC
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Meetings & Events @ Regal Bowie  
Stadium 14 // Bowie

uniquevenues.com/RegalBowieStadium

Meetings & Events @ Regal Majestic  
Stadium 20 & IMAX // Silver Spring

uniquevenues.com/RegalMajesticStadium

National 4-H Conference Center // Chevy Chase
uniquevenues.com/4-H-Conference-Center

New Psalmist Retreat & Meeting Center  
// Baltimore 

uniquevenues.com/NewPsalmist

Ram’s Head Live! // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/RamsHead

The Gallery at Chesapeake Framing // Gaithersburg
uniquevenues.com/GalleryChesapeakeFraming

The Grand // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/GrandHistoricVenue

Towson University Event & Conference 
Services // Towson

uniquevenues.com/TowsonUniv

University of Maryland Baltimore SMC Campus 
Center // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/SMCCampusCenterUMB

University of Maryland, College Park  
// College Park

uniquevenues.com/umcollegepark

Woodend Sanctuary & Mansion // Chevy Chase
uniquevenues.com/Woodend

MASSACHUSETTS

AMC Boston Common 19 // Boston
uniquevenues.com/AMCBostonCommon

Anna Maria College // Paxton
uniquevenues.com/AnnaMariaCollege

Boston College Connors Center // Dover
uniquevenues.com/BCConnorsCenter

Boston University // Boston
uniquevenues.com/BostonUniv

Breather Boylston Street // Boston
uniquevenues.com/BreatherBoylston

Breather Canal Street // Boston
uniquevenues.com/BreatherCanalSt

Breather School Street // Boston
uniquevenues.com/BreatherSchoolSt

Buxton School // Williamstown
uniquevenues.com/BuxtonSchool

435-628-7003
www.dixiecenter.com

St. George, Utah

Zion National Park | 120 Miles North of Las Vegas | Year Round Golf and Destination Spas
State-of-the-Art Convention Center | In-House Audio Visual |  Event Groups 5-5,000
Professional Event Management | Onsite Decorating Services | Full Service Catering 
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Curry College // Milton
uniquevenues.com/CurryCollege

Emmanuel College // Boston
uniquevenues.com/EmmanuelCollege

Fitchburg State College // Fitchburg
uniquevenues.com/Fitchburg

Hampshire College | Event Services & 
Summer Programs // Amherst

uniquevenues.com/HampshireCollege

Hotel UMass // Amherst
uniquevenues.com/UMassAmherst

Howl at the Moon - Boston // Boston
uniquevenues.com/HowlBoston

Howl at the Moon - Patriot Place // Foxborough
uniquevenues.com/HowlPatriotPlace

Meetings & Events @ Regal Fenway  
Stadium 13 & RPX // Boston

uniquevenues.com/RegalFenway

Metro Meeting Centers - Boston // Boston
uniquevenues.com/MetroMeetingBoston

Misselwood Events at Endicott College // Beverly
uniquevenues.com/Endicott

MIT Endicott House // Dedham
uniquevenues.com/MITEndicott

Mount Holyoke College Summer Conferences 
// South Hadley

uniquevenues.com/mountholyoke

Nichols College // Dudley
uniquevenues.com/NicholsCollege

Northern Essex Community College // Haverhill
uniquevenues.com/NECC

Simmons College // Boston
uniquevenues.com/SimmonsCollege

Spirit Fire Retreat Center // Leyden
uniquevenues.com/SpiritFire

Springfield College // Springfield
uniquevenues.com/springfield

Stonehill College Conference & Event Services 
// Easton

uniquevenues.com/Stonehill

The Conference Center at Waltham Woods  
// Waltham

uniquevenues.com/walthamwoods

The Joseph B. Martin Conference Center at 
Harvard Medical School // Boston
uniquevenues.com/harvardmedicalconferencecenter

The Starting Gate at GreatHorse // Hampden
uniquevenues.com/StartingGate

Tufts University // Medford
uniquevenues.com/Tufts

University of Massachusetts Lowell // Lowell
uniquevenues.com/UMassLowell

UTEC Events & Catering // Lowell
uniquevenues.com/UTEC

Willits-Hallowell Conference Center & Hotel - 
Mount Holyoke College // South Hadley
uniquevenues.com/WillitsHallowellCC

Willowdale Estate // Topsfield
uniquevenues.com/WillowdaleEstate

Wylie Inn and Conference Center at Endicott 
College // Beverly
uniquevenues.com/WylieInn

MICHIGAN

AMC Star Southfield 20 // Southfield
uniquevenues.com/AMCSouthfield

Central Michigan University // Mount Pleasant
uniquevenues.com/CMU

Faholo // Grass Lake
uniquevenues.com/Faholo

Gull Lake Ministries Conference Center // Hickory Corners
uniquevenues.com/gulllake

Hope College // Holland
uniquevenues.com/HopeCollege

Lost Valley Retreat Center // Gaylord
uniquevenues.com/LVRetreat

Michigan State University // East Lansing
uniquevenues.com/MichiganState

Oakland University - Oakland Center // Rochester
uniquevenues.com/OaklandCenter

Royal Oak Music Theatre // Royal Oak
uniquevenues.com/RoyalOakMusicTheatre

VisTaTech Center at Schoolcraft College // Livonia
uniquevenues.com/vistatechcenter

Washtenaw Community College // Ann Arbor
uniquevenues.com/WCC

MINNESOTA

Bethel University // Saint Paul
uniquevenues.com/BethelUniv

Bowlero - Blaine // Blaine
uniquevenues.com/BowleroBlaine

Bowlero - Eden Prairie // Eden Praire
uniquevenues.com/BowleroEdenPrairie

Bowlero - Lakeville // Lakeville
uniquevenues.com/BowleroLakeville

Brunswick Zone XL - Brooklyn Park // Brooklyn Park
uniquevenues.com/BrunswickZoneBrooklynPark

Camp Pillsbury // Owatonna
uniquevenues.com/PillsburyCollege

Hamline University // Saint Paul
uniquevenues.com/Hamline

Macalester College // Saint Paul
uniquevenues.com/Macalester

McNamara Alumni Center, University of 
Minnesota // Minneapolis

uniquevenues.com/mcnamara

Oak Ridge Hotel & Conference Center // Chaska
uniquevenues.com/OakRidge

St. Catherine University // St. Paul
uniquevenues.com/StCatherineUniv

St. Olaf College // Northfield
uniquevenues.com/stolaf

University of Minnesota Conference and Event 
Services // Minneapolis

uniquevenues.com/UnivMinnesota

University of St. Thomas, Minneapolis & St. Paul 
// Minneapolis

uniquevenues.com/StThomasMinn

MISSOURI

AMC Theatres // Kansas City
uniquevenues.com/AMCTheatresMasterr

Arrowhead Stadium // Kansas City
uniquevenues.com/arrowheadstadium

Arvest Bank Theatre at the Midland  
// Kansas City 

uniquevenues.com/theMidland

Eagle Rock Retreat Center // Eagle Rock
uniquevenues.com/EagleRockRetreatCtr

Howl at the Moon - Kansas City // Kansas City
uniquevenues.com/HowlKansasCity

Howl at the Moon St. Louis // St. Louis
uniquevenues.com/HowlStLouis

Missouri State University // Springfield
uniquevenues.com/MissouriState

The White Buffalo Ranch // Falcon
uniquevenues.com/WhiteBuffaloRanch

Washington University Medical Center Eric P 
Newman Education Center // St. Louis
uniquevenues.com/EPNEC

MONTANA

University of Montana // Missoula
uniquevenues.com/universityofmontana
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NEBRASKA

Lied Lodge & Conference Center  
// Nebraska City

uniquevenues.com/liedlodge

University of Nebraska // Lincoln
uniquevenues.com/UnivNebraska

Wayne State College // Wayne
uniquevenues.com/WayneState

NEVADA

Beer Park // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/BeerPark

Celebrity Cars Las Vegas // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/CelebrityCarsLasVegas

Chateau Lounge, Main Room // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/ChateauLounge

Chateau Rooftop // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/ChateauRooftop

Chayo Mexican Kitchen & Bar // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/ChayoMexicanKitchenAndBar

Hexx Kitchen & Bar // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/HexxKitchenAndBar

Keep Memory Alive Event Center // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/KeepMemoryAliveEventCenter

MEET Las Vegas // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/MeetLasVegas

Meetings & Events @ Regal Downtown 
Summerlin 5 // Las Vegas

uniquevenues.com/RegalSummerlin

Meetings & Events @ Regal Red Rock 
Stadium 16 & IMAX // Las Vegas

uniquevenues.com/RegalRedRock

Springs Preserve // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/SpringsPreserve

Temple Sinai Event Center // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/TempleSinai

University of Nevada, Las Vegas // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/UNLV

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Colby-Sawyer College // New London
uniquevenues.com/ColbySawyerCollege

Saint Anselm College // Manchester
uniquevenues.com/saintanselmcollege

Southern New Hampshire University  
// Manchester

uniquevenues.com/SNHU
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The Music Hall // Portsmouth
uniquevenues.com/MusicHallNH

University of New Hampshire Conferences and 
Catering // Durham

uniquevenues.com/UnivNewHampshire

NEW JERSEY

AMC Garden State 16 // Paramus
uniquevenues.com/AMCGardenState

College of Saint Elizabeth // Morristown
uniquevenues.com/CollegeStElizabeth

Conference Center at RWJ Hamilton // Mercerville
uniquevenues.com/RWJHamilton

Cubacan // Asbury Park
uniquevenues.com/Cubacan

Drew University // Madison
uniquevenues.com/DrewUniv

Essex County College // Newark
uniquevenues.com/EssexCountyCollege

Georgian Court University // Lakewood
uniquevenues.com/GeorgianCourt

Grounds For Sculpture // Hamilton
uniquevenues.com/GroundsforSculpture

iPlay America’s Event Center // Freehold
uniquevenues.com/iplay

Kean University Conference & Event Services // Union
uniquevenues.com/keanuniversity

Luciano Conference Center at Cumberland 
County College // Vineland

uniquevenues.com/CumberlandCC

MetLife Stadium // East Rutherford
uniquevenues.com/MetLifeStadium

Raritan Valley Community College // Somerville
uniquevenues.com/RaritanValleyCC

Rutgers University Inn & Conference Center  
// New Brunswick
uniquevenues.com/RutgersCSCC

Saint Peter’s University // Jersey City
uniquevenues.com/SaintPetersUniv

Seton Hall University School of Law // Newark
uniquevenues.com/setonhall

Sirena Ristorante // Long Branch
uniquevenues.com/SirenaRistorante

Smooth Sailing Celebrations // Weehawken
uniquevenues.com/SmoothSailing

Starland Ballroom // Sayreville
uniquevenues.com/StarlandBallroom

Stella Marina Bar & Restaurant // Asbury Park
uniquevenues.com/StellaMarinaBar

TCNJ - The College of New Jersey // Ewing
uniquevenues.com/collegeofnewjersey

The Conference Center at Mercer // West Windsor
uniquevenues.com/ConferenceCenterAtMercer

The Conference Center at Montclair State 
University // Montclair

uniquevenues.com/MontclairStateConfCtr

NEW MEXICO

El Morro Theatre and Events Center // Gallup
uniquevenues.com/ElMorroTheatre

Red Rock Park // Gallup
uniquevenues.com/RedRockPark

University of New Mexico // Albuquerque
uniquevenues.com/UNM

NEW YORK

3 West Club // New York
uniquevenues.com/3West

Adelphi University // Garden City
uniquevenues.com/adelphi

AMA New York Conference Center // New York
uniquevenues.com/amanewyork

AMC 34th Street 14 // New York
uniquevenues.com/AMCLoews34thSt

AMC Empire 25 // New York
uniquevenues.com/AMCEmpire25

AMC Lincoln Square 13 // New York
uniquevenues.com/AMCLincolnSquare

Basera Indian Bistro // New York
uniquevenues.com/BaseraIndianCuisine

Breather NYC - 86 Chambers // New York
uniquevenues.com/Breather86Chambers

Breather NYC - 459 Clementina // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherClementina

Breather NYC - Chelsea Market // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherChelseaMarket

Breather NYC - Grand Street // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherNYCGrand

Breather NYC - SoHo Broadway // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherSoHoBroadway

Breather NYC - SoHo Grand // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherSoHoGrand

Breather NYC - TriBeCa // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherTriBeCa

Breather NYC - W 17th Street // New York
uniquevenues.com/Breather17thSt

Breather NYC - W 27th St // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherW27th

Breather NYC - W 28th // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherW28th

Breather Wooster // New York
uniquevenues.com/BreatherWooster

Carey Institute for Global Good // Rensselaerville
uniquevenues.com/CareyInstitute

Carnegie Hall // New York
uniquevenues.com/CarnegieHall

Center for Automotive Education & Training // Queens
uniquevenues.com/AutoEdCenter

Dunham’s Bay Resort // Lake George
uniquevenues.com/DunhamsBayResort

Frost Valley YMCA Retreat & Conference 
Center // Claryville

uniquevenues.com/FrostValleyYMCA

Iona College // New Rochelle
uniquevenues.com/ionacollege

Ithaca College // Ithaca
uniquevenues.com/Ithaca

Manhattan College // Riverdale
uniquevenues.com/ManhattanCollege

Meetings & Events @ Regal Battery Park 
Stadium 11 // New York

uniquevenues.com/RegalBatteryPark

Meetings & Events @ Regal E-Walk  
Stadium 13 & RPX // New York

uniquevenues.com/RegalEWalkStadium

Meetings & Events @ Regal Union Square 
Stadium 14 // New York

uniquevenues.com/RegalUnionSquare

Meetings & Events @ UA Court Street 
Stadium 12 & RPX // Brooklyn

uniquevenues.com/UACourtStreet

New York Historical Society // New York
uniquevenues.com/nyhistoricalsociety

Niagara University // Niagara University
uniquevenues.com/NiagaraUniv

Nyack College // Nyack
uniquevenues.com/Nyack

Nyack College in Manhattan // New York
uniquevenues.com/Nyack2NYC

NYIT Auditorium on Broadway // New York
uniquevenues.com/NYITAuditorium

NYU Wasserman Center // New York
uniquevenues.com/NYUWasserman

• PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE SPACE RENTALS
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OFFSITE Loft NYC // New York
uniquevenues.com/OffsiteLoft

OFFSITE New York // New York
uniquevenues.com/offsite

Output // Brooklyn
uniquevenues.com/output

Pace University Conferences and Event 
Planning // New York

uniquevenues.com/PaceUniv

Paul Smith’s College // Paul Smiths
uniquevenues.com/PaulSmithsCollege

PlayStation Theater AEG Live // New York
uniquevenues.com/PlaystationTheater

Rubin Museum of Art (RMA) // New York
uniquevenues.com/RubinMuseum

Silver Bay YMCA - Conference and Family 
Retreat Center on Lake George // Silver Bay

uniquevenues.com/SilverBayYMCA

Smooth Sailing Celebrations NY // New York
uniquevenues.com/SmoothSailingNewYork

St. John’s University - Manhattan // New York
uniquevenues.com/stjohnsmanhattan

St. John’s University - Queens // Queens
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsQueens

St. John’s University - Staten Island  
// Staten Island
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsStatenIsland

SUNY Maritime College // Bronx
uniquevenues.com/SUNYMaritime

The City College of New York // New York
uniquevenues.com/CCNY

The College at Brockport // Brockport
uniquevenues.com/brockport

Utica College // Utica
uniquevenues.com/utica

Y-Clad’s Hidden Gem // New York
uniquevenues.com/YCladsHiddenGem

NORTH CAROLINA

Art of Living Retreat Center // Boone
uniquevenues.com/artofliving

Duke University // Durham
uniquevenues.com/Duke

Howl at the Moon - Charlotte // Charlotte
uniquevenues.com/HowlCharlotte

Lenoir-Rhyne University // Hickory
uniquevenues.com/LenoirRhyne

Lutheridge Camp and Conference Center/
Novusway Ministries // Arden
uniquevenues.com/Lutheridge

Meetings & Events @ Regal Ballantyne 
Village Stadium 5 // Charlotte

uniquevenues.com/RegalBallantyne

University of North Carolina at Wilmington  
// Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/UNCWilmington

Western Carolina University // Cullowhee
uniquevenues.com/WCU

OHIO

AMC Easton Town Center 30 // Columbus
uniquevenues.com/AMCEastonTownCenter

Arden Shisler Conference Center // Wooster
uniquevenues.com/ShislerConfCtr

Bowling Green State University // Bowling Green
uniquevenues.com/BowlingGreen

ClubCorp Venues - Cleveland/Akron Metro  
// Cleveland

uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpCleveland

CMBA Conference Center // Cleveland
uniquevenues.com/CMBACC

College of Wooster // Wooster
uniquevenues.com/CollegeofWooster

Columbus State Conference Center // Columbus
uniquevenues.com/ColumbusStateConfCtr

Corporate College // Warrensville Heights
uniquevenues.com/CorporateCollege

Denison University // Granville
uniquevenues.com/denison

Howl at the Moon - Cincinnati // Cincinnati
uniquevenues.com/HowlCincinnati

Indiana Wesleyan University - Cincinnati // West Chester
uniquevenues.com/IWUCincinnati

Indiana Wesleyan University - Columbus, Ohio // Hilliard
uniquevenues.com/IWUColumbus

Indiana Wesleyan University - Dayton // Dayton
uniquevenues.com/IWUDayton

John A. Spitzer Conference Center // Elyria
uniquevenues.com/SpitzerConfCenter

Kent State University at Stark Conference Center 
// North Canton
uniquevenues.com/KentState

Kenyon College // Gambier
uniquevenues.com/KenyonCollege

Miami University Conference and Event 
Services // Oxford

uniquevenues.com/MUOhio

Mount Vernon Nazarene University // Mount Vernon
uniquevenues.com/MVNU

Ohio Union at The Ohio State University // Columbus
uniquevenues.com/OhioUnionOSU

Ohio University // Athens
uniquevenues.com/OhioUniv

The Inn at Honey Run // Millersburg
uniquevenues.com/InnAtHoneyRun

The Marcum Hotel & Conference Center // Oxford
uniquevenues.com/TheMarcum

University of Dayton // Dayton
uniquevenues.com/UnivDayton

University of Toledo // Toledo
uniquevenues.com/UnivToledo

OKLAHOMA

Oral Roberts University // Tulsa
uniquevenues.com/ORU

University of Central Oklahoma // Edmond
uniquevenues.com/UnivCentralOk

OREGON

Central Oregon Community College // Bend
uniquevenues.com/centraloregoncc

Lewis & Clark // Portland
uniquevenues.com/lewisandclark

Marylhurst University // Marylhurst
uniquevenues.com/Marylhurst

Meetings & Events @ Regal Pioneer Place 
Stadium 6 // Portland

uniquevenues.com/RegalPioneerPl

Portland State University - Viking Pavilion & 
Smith Memorial Student Union // Portland

uniquevenues.com/portlandstate

Southern Oregon University // Ashland
uniquevenues.com/southernoregonuniv

The Falls Event Center in McMinnville  
// McMinnville

uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenterMcMinnville

University Place Hotel and Conference Center 
// Portland

uniquevenues.com/UnivPlaceHotel

Vernonia Springs // Vernonia
uniquevenues.com/VernoniaSprings

PENNSYLVANIA

Albright College Conference & Event Services  
// Reading
uniquevenues.com/AlbrightCollege

Allegheny College // Meadville/Erie
uniquevenues.com/Allegheny
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American Helicopter Museum // West Chester
uniquevenues.com/HelicopterMuseum

California University of Pennsylvania // California
uniquevenues.com/CalU

Camp Zeke // Lakewood
uniquevenues.com/CampZeke

ClubCorp Venues - Philadelphia Metro  
// Philadelphia

uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpPhiladelphia

ClubCorp Venues - Pittsburgh Metro // Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpPittsburgh

Conference Center at Penn State Great Valley  
// Malvern
uniquevenues.com/PSUGreatValley

Eastern University Conferences // St. Davids
uniquevenues.com/EasternUniv

Elizabethtown College // Elizabethtown
uniquevenues.com/ElizabethtownCollege

Gettysburg College // Gettysburg
uniquevenues.com/Gettysburg

Greater Johnstown Cambria County CVB  
// Johnstown

uniquevenues.com/GreaterJohnstownCambriaCVB

Historic Acres of Hershey // Hershey
uniquevenues.com/HistoricAcres

Howl at the Moon - Philadelphia // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/HowlPhiladelphia

Howl at the Moon - Pittsburgh // Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/HowlPittsburgh

Indiana University of Pennsylvania // Indiana
uniquevenues.com/IUP

Keswick Theatre // Glenside
uniquevenues.com/KeswickTheatre

KMR Research Studio // Collegeville
uniquevenues.com/KMRResearchStudio

Lehigh University // Bethlehem
uniquevenues.com/Lehigh

Meetings & Events @ UA Riverview Plaza 17 
IMAX & RPX // Philadelphia

uniquevenues.com/UARiverwalkPlaza

Millersville University of Pennsylvania // Millersville
uniquevenues.com/Millersville

Muhlenberg College // Allentown
uniquevenues.com/muhlenbergcollege

National Museum of American Jewish History 
// Philadelphia

uniquevenues.com/nmajh

Nittany Lion Inn // State College
uniquevenues.com/NittanyLionInn

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/pafa

Perlman Camp // Lake Como
uniquevenues.com/PerlmanCamp

Philadelphia Museum of Art // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/PhiladelphiaMuseumArt

Pierson Geoffreys Cigar & Coffee Lounge // Secane
uniquevenues.com/PiersonGeoffreys

PNC Park // Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/pncpark

Roundtop Mountain Resort // Lewisberry
uniquevenues.com/RoundtopMountainResort

Slippery Rock University // Slippery Rock
uniquevenues.com/SlipperyRockUniv

Temple University // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/TempleUniv

The Franklin Institute // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/FranklinInst

The Penn Stater Hotel and Conference Center 
// State College

uniquevenues.com/PennStater

The University of Scranton // Scranton
uniquevenues.com/universityscranton

University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown  
// Johnstown

uniquevenues.com/upj

University of Pittsburgh Conference Services  
// Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/UnivPittsburgh

Ursinus College // Collegeville
uniquevenues.com/UrsinusCollege

Villanova University Conferences // Villanova
uniquevenues.com/VillanovaUniv

Walk In Art Center // Schuylkill Haven
uniquevenues.com/WalkInArt

Washington & Jefferson College // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WashingtonJefferson

West Chester University of Pennsylvania  
// West Chester
uniquevenues.com/westchester

Westmoreland College // Youngwood
uniquevenues.com/WCCC

Whitetail Resort // Mercersburg
uniquevenues.com/WhitetailResort

RHODE ISLAND

Bryant University // Smithfield
uniquevenues.com/Bryant

Salve Regina University // Newport
uniquevenues.com/SalveRegina

The University of Rhode Island // Kingston
uniquevenues.com/UnivRhodeIsland

SOUTH CAROLINA

Furman University Summer Programs // Greenville
uniquevenues.com/furman

Riverbanks Zoo & Garden // Columbia
uniquevenues.com/RiverbanksZoo

The Riley Park Club // Charleston
uniquevenues.com/RileyParkClub

University of South Carolina, Conference and 
Event Services // Columbia

uniquevenues.com/UnivSoCarolina

Younts Conference Center at Furman 
University // Greenville

uniquevenues.com/Younts

TENNESSEE

Capitol Theatre // Maryville
uniquevenues.com/CapitolTheatre

Elvis Presley’s Graceland // Memphis
uniquevenues.com/Graceland

National Civil Rights Museum // Memphis
uniquevenues.com/NationalCivilRightsMuseum

Scarritt-Bennett Center // Nashville
uniquevenues.com/ScarrittBennett

The Millennium Conference Centre // Johnson City
uniquevenues.com/millenniumconferencecentre

The University of Memphis // Memphis
uniquevenues.com/UnivMemphis

The University of Tennessee // Knoxville
uniquevenues.com/UnivTennessee

Vanderbilt University // Nashville
uniquevenues.com/Vanderbilt

TEXAS

AMC Grapevine Mills 30 // Grapevine
uniquevenues.com/AMCGrapevineMills

AMC Stonebriar 24 // Frisco
uniquevenues.com/AMCStonebriar

AMC Studio 30 // Houston
uniquevenues.com/AMCStudio30

Blaine Stone Lodge // Midlothian 
uniquevenues.com/BlaineStoneLodge

ClubCorp Venues - Austin Metro  // Austin
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpAustin

ClubCorp Venues - Dallas/Fort Worth // Dallas
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpNSO
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ClubCorp Venues - Houston Metro // Houston
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpHouston

ClubCorp Venues - San Antonio Metro  
// San Antonio

uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpSanAntonio

CYJ Texas // Wimberley
uniquevenues.com/CYJTexas

Globe Life Park in Arlington // Arlington
uniquevenues.com/GlobeLifePark

Greene Family Camp // Bruceville
uniquevenues.com/GreeneFamilyCamp

Howl at the Moon - Houston // Houston
uniquevenues.com/howlatthemoonhouston

Howl at the Moon - San Antonio // San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/HowlSanAntonio

Meetings & Events @ Edwards Houston 
Marq’e Stadium 23 & IMAX // Houston

uniquevenues.com/EdwardsHouston

Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Odditorium // Grand Prairie
uniquevenues.com/RipleysGrandPrairie

Royal Lane Studios // Irving
uniquevenues.com/RoyalLaneStudios

San Antonio Meeting Center // San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/SanAntonioMeetingCenter

SPR Banquet Hall // Plano
uniquevenues.com/SPRBanquetHall

TechSpace Austin // Austin
uniquevenues.com/TechSpace

The Graeber House at 410 // Austin
uniquevenues.com/GraeberHouse

The University of Texas at Dallas // Richardson
uniquevenues.com/univtexasdallas

The University of Texas at San Antonio // San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/UTSA

Topgolf Houston - Katy // Houston
uniquevenues.com/TopGolfKaty

Topgolf Spring // Spring
uniquevenues.com/TopGolfSpring

Topgolf Webster // Webster
uniquevenues.com/TopGolfWebster

Trinity University // San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/trinityuniversity

TriPoint - Event Center // San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/Tripoint www.stthomas.edu/eventservices

INSPIRED MINNESOTA 
EVENT VENUES

Meetings for the Common Good

University of Houston // Houston
uniquevenues.com/UnivHoustonConfServ

Verizon Theatre // Grand Prairie
uniquevenues.com/VerizonTheatre

Waller Creek Boathouse // Austin
uniquevenues.com/WallerCreekBoathouse

UTAH

Dixie Center at St. George // St. George
uniquevenues.com/dixiecenter

Miller Conference Center at Salt Lake 
Community College // Sandy

uniquevenues.com/MillerConfCenter

The Falls Event Center in Salt Lake City  
// Salt Lake City

uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenterSLC

The Falls Event Center in St. George // St. 
George

uniquevenues.com/FallsEventCenterStGeorge

The Tower at Rice-Eccles // Salt Lake City
uniquevenues.com/TowerRiceEccles
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Thomas S. Monson Center // Salt Lake City
uniquevenues.com/MonsonCenter

University of Utah // Salt Lake City
uniquevenues.com/UnivUtah

VERMONT

Half Moon House // Bradford
uniquevenues.com/HalfMoonHouse

The University of Vermont // Burlington
uniquevenues.com/UVM

VIRGINIA

AMA’s Washington Area Executive Conference 
Center at Arlington Virginia // Arlington

uniquevenues.com/amaarlington

AMC Tysons Corner 16 // McLean
uniquevenues.com/AMCTysonsCorner

Carter Hall Conference Center // Millwood
uniquevenues.com/carterhall

CEB Waterview Conference Center // Arlington
uniquevenues.com/Waterview

ClubCorp Venues - Virginia/Washington DC // Tysons
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpTysons

Eastern Mennonite University // Harrisonburg
uniquevenues.com/EMU

Green Acres // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/GreenAcres

Historic Blenheim // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/historicblenheim

Historic Rosemont Manor // Berryville
uniquevenues.com/RosemontManor

James Madison University // Harrisonburg
uniquevenues.com/JMU

Meetings & Events @ Regal Ballston 
Common Stadium 12 // Arlington

uniquevenues.com/RegalBallston

Meetings & Events @ Regal Potomac Yard 
Stadium 16 // Alexandria

uniquevenues.com/RegalPotomac

National Inventors Hall of Fame Museum // Alexandria
uniquevenues.com/NationalInventorsHallofFame

Northern Virginia 4-H Educational and 
Conference Center // Front Royal
uniquevenues.com/NOVA4H

Old Dominion University // Norfolk
uniquevenues.com/OldDominion

Old Town Hall // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/oldtownhall

Pine Creek Retreat Center // Gore
uniquevenues.com/PineCreek

Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts 
Center at NOVA CC // Alexandria

uniquevenues.com/SchlesingerConcertHall

Richard J. Ernst Community Cultural Center 
at NOVA CC // Annandale

uniquevenues.com/NVCC

Richmond Raceway Complex // Richmond
uniquevenues.com/RichmondRaceway

Roanoke College // Salem
uniquevenues.com/Roanoke

The College of William and Mary // Williamsburg
uniquevenues.com/WilliamandMary

The Heartstone Lodge // Buena Vista
uniquevenues.com/HeartstoneLodge

The National // Richmond
uniquevenues.com/AEGLiveVirginia
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The National Conference Center // Leesburg
uniquevenues.com/nationalconferencecenter

The NorVa // Norfolk
uniquevenues.com/TheNorva

The Silver Hall // Sterling
uniquevenues.com/TheSilverHall

The Stacy C. Sherwood Center // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/thesherwood

Topgolf Alexandria // Alexandria
uniquevenues.com/TopGolfAlexandria

Virginia Commonwealth University Conference 
Services // Richmond 
uniquevenues.com/VCU

Virginia Tech Executive Briefing Center // Arlington
uniquevenues.com/VTEBC

Virtue Feed & Grain // Alexandria
uniquevenues.com/VirtueFeedGrain

Walden Hall // Reva
uniquevenues.com/WaldenHall

Wild Wolf Brewing Company // Nellysford
uniquevenues.com/WildWolfBrewing

WASHINGTON

AMC Factoria 8 // Bellevue
uniquevenues.com/AMCFactoria8

Captain Whidbey Inn // Coupeville
uniquevenues.com/captainwhidbeyinn

ClubCorp Venues - Seattle Metro // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/ClubCorpSeattle

Gonzaga University // Spokane
uniquevenues.com/GonzagaUniversity

Kittitas Valley Event Center // Ellensburg
uniquevenues.com/KittitasValleyEventCenter

Pacific Lutheran University // Tacoma
uniquevenues.com/PacificLutheran

Seattle Aquarium // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/SeattleAquarium

Seattle University // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/SeattleUniv

Showbox SoDo: AEG Live // South Seattle
uniquevenues.com/ShowboxSoDo

The Evergreen State College // Olympia
uniquevenues.com/EvergreenState

The Showbox at Market: AEG Live // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/ShowboxMarket

University of Puget Sound // Tacoma

uniquevenues.com/UnivPugetSound

University of Washington // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/UnivWashington

Whatcom Community College Conference & 
Events // Bellingham
uniquevenues.com/WhatcomCC

WEST VIRGINIA

Potomac Park Retreat & Conference Center  
// Falling Waters
uniquevenues.com/PotomacPark

WISCONSIN 
Green Lake Conference Center & Lakeside Hotels 
// Green Lake // uniquevenues.com/GreenLakeCC

Manitowoc Area Visitors & Convention Bureau 
// Manitowoc

uniquevenues.com/ManitowocCVB

Marquette University Conference Services // Milwaukee
uniquevenues.com/Marquette

Perlman Retreat Center // Mukwonago
uniquevenues.com/PerlmanRetreat

University of Wisconsin-Platteville // Platteville
uniquevenues.com/UWPlatteville



Follow Us...

Boston’s Leading Conference Center
for over 11 years

 

19,000 sq.ft. of Meeting Space in the Financial District

All-Inclusive Meeting Packages

World-Class Customer Service

www.metromeetingcenters.com 
101 Federal Street, 4th Floor - Boston, Massachussetts - 617-737-1200

Executive Briefing
Center

Best ofawards
UNIQUE VENUES

BEST VENUE FOR
SMALL GATHERINGS

2017
Best ofawards

UNIQUE VENUES

BEST HIGH-TECH
VENUE

2016

Virginia Tech’s Executive Briefing Center carries out the university 
motto - Ut Prosim (That I May Serve).  As meeting planners, we 
know you need support, too.  We pride ourselves in assisting 
planners like yourself in executing successful meetings and events 
time and time again.  That’s one of the reasons Unique Venues 
named us the 2017 Best Venue for Small Gatherings.

Here are some of the reasons:
• Located inside the Washington, DC Beltway, steps from the 
 Ballston Metro
• Able to host meetings for up to 90 people
• Ideal for groups of 50
• Wi-Fi and videoconferencing to microphones and built-in 
 projection systems
• Your attendees will be impressed by the value you are able to 
 add to their experience when hosting their next development 
 opportunity with us
• You’ll be impressed with our level of service

Your success is our reward.  
Let us assist you in your next endeavor.

To find out how we can best support your next meeting or event, 
call 571-858-3030 or visit www.ncr.vt.edu/ebc
900 North Glebe Road, Arlington, VA 22203
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PROFESSIONAL of the YEAR
With a successful career in collegiate conference and event services, 
Shane Cutler has shifted the tide at Boston University, discussing his 

team’s biggest accomplishments in 2017 and what comes next.

Shane Cutler can’t remember a time he wasn’t immersed in the world of higher 
education. From starting his career as assistant director of student activities and Greek 
life at Plymouth State University to becoming the first director of the University of 
Vermont’s Conference and Event Services department to his current role as general 
manager for Events & Conferences at Boston University, Cutler has made the campus 
home—not only for himself but also for the many groups that visit each year.

“Shane and his team have created an op-
eration that is considered a benchmark in 
the collegiate conferencing industry,” says 
Unique Venues President Chuck Salem of 
naming Cutler Professional of the Year. If the 
2017 accomplishments are any indication, 
there are more good things ahead.

Unique Venues: What were some of the key 
moments for you and your staff this year?
Shane Cutler: “One of the most exciting 
things is that we developed a departmental, 
five-year capital plan for renovations in all of 
our event venues. Another accomplishment is 
our marketing efforts. We now look at market-
ing as systematic, multi-faceted, multi-layered, 
and, whenever possible, personalized. We’ve 
made gains through SEO, social media, ad 
campaigns, full-out website designs, collateral, 
e-blasts, and outreach to our local chamber. 
We also have a better client feedback system, 
including meetings with our annual summer 
clients and a new online evaluation system, 
where we also provide gift cards upon comple-
tion. Lastly, we have launched an overnight 
housing reservation system to allow individu-
als that are part of a conference or event to re-
serve and pay on their own.”

UV: What is the health of collegiate confer-
ence programs as we head into 2018?
SC: “Very strong. As a whole, we offer truly 
unique spaces that clients are actively seek-
ing, and we can do so in most cases for a 
great value, particularly for price-sensitive 

clients. Given that our campuses are de-
signed to support and deliver a product for 
degree-seeking students, we have access to a 
truly unique product, including state-of-the-
art classrooms and meeting facilities.”

UV: What are some of the industry trends 
you and your team are identifying?
SC: “One thing we have noticed is that cli-
ents are busy and want to make quicker deci-
sions, so we have found it important to have 
information readily available online, and 
have business systems in place to get back 
to clients very quickly with full pricing and 
availability. At times, clients also request to 
move to a contract without physically seeing 
a venue, which for us was a driving force 
in creating facility videos and an expanded 
online presence. On a more serious note, we 
also wonder how travel and immigration 
restrictions by the U.S. Government will 
impact international conference attendees 
and academic students as a whole.”

UV: How can planners start to integrate with 
campuses more?
SC: “One of the values a campus offers is we 
don’t just provide a venue for a meeting, but 
we can also offer additional services. Instead 
of sending staff to come onsite for check-in 
and actual management, they can outsource 
those needs with us and let us co-manage 
the program with them. It’s not something 
a planner can find in all cases at a hotel or 
conference center.” 

SHANE CUTLER
General Manager, 
Events & Conference Services
Boston University

GET CONNECTED
Boston University // Boston, MA
UniqueVenues.com/BostonUniv
(617)353.3520 The University of Washington, Seattle campus, is situated on the 

shores of Union and Portage Bays, with views of the Cascade 
Range to the east and the Olympic Mountains to the west.

The University of Washington is part of a vibrant city surrounded by unmatched natural beauty.

At UW Conference Services we work with you to create a custom package that can accommodate 10 to 10,000 
guests. We make it easy for you to organize every detail, from guest registration to conference planning.

Best of all, we provide you with one point of contact, one contract and one bill.

Visit hfs.washington.edu/conferences 
or call us at 206-543-7636 to learn more.

Seattle included.
Plan your next conference at the University of Washington
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WHY MINNESOTA?

Conference & Event Services

2 Cities, 10,000 Lakes, Unlimited Possibilities
uces.umn.edu uces@umn.edu 612-625-9090
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