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Sodexo Conference Centers offer a unique
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• Demonstrable sales and marketing success
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of attention

Located just a short drive from San Francisco, the San Ramon Valley Conference Center
makes planning your meeting or event easy and efficient. Your meeting room, meals,
refreshments, audio visual equipment are all included and our knowledgeable staff is
on call to handle all of your event details, so you can take care of business.

3301 Crow Canyon rd • San ramon

925.866.7612

sanramonvalleyconferencecenter.com

NYIT AUDITORIUM ON BROADWAY
Just off Columbus Circle, NYIT Auditorium on Broadway can accommodate a range of events, from
exclusive screenings to executive presentations, panel discussions to private parties. A versatile,
bi-level layout boasts a 262-seat auditorium and two reception areas, including a glass-façade atrium
and a lower-level concourse. The 262-seat auditorium, comprising 3,716 square feet, features a platform
stage and is fully equipped with high-definition digital cinema (DCP), 3D and 35mm projection;
26-foot-wide 2D/3D screens; Dolby 7.1 Surround Sound; the latest high- and standard-definition videoconferencing capabilities, wireless broadband internet, and Mac/PC compatibilities.

HOST YOUR FIRST EVENT WITH US AND RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT ON YOUR RATE!
LOCATED AT: 1871 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY | 1.888.319.5265 | aob@nyit.edu

nyit.edu/aob
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Join Us

California State University Channel Islands Conference and Events
located in beautiful Camarillo, CA between Los Angeles and Santa Barbara
http://www.uniquevenues.com/calstatechannelislands l 805-437-3900

Babs n meetings
a cut above

Advanced meeting facilities, award-winning dining, thoughtful amenities.
For information or to schedule a meeting:
babsonecc.com / 781.239.5800 / beccsales@babson.edu

MEETINGS THAT DEFY ORDINARY.
SERVICE THAT DEFINES EXTRAORDINARY.

ELEVATE YOUR CONFERENCE
THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH AND
THE GUEST HOUSE ARE COMMITTED
TO MAKING YOUR EVENT A SUCCESS

Located on the University of Utah campus, in the shadow of the Wasatch
mountains, the University Guest House and Conference Center offers a
variety of exciting and affordable options to meet your needs.
• 180 guest rooms / suites
• 1,500 residence hall beds

• Convenient access to downtown
via TRAX light rail

• Professional event planning
and catering services

• 20 minutes from Salt Lake
International Airport

• Free hot breakfast

• Free parking and WiFi

universityguesthouse.com
888-416-4075

PUBLISHER’S LETTER

HEN I THINK ABOUT THE WORDS WE HEAR most
in our industry today, “flexible meeting space” always comes to
mind. Every venue has it—the movable walls, the interchangeable
seating, the breakout of breakout rooms. We sometimes get carried
away with the idea and often miss the point that “flexible” is not just a logistical
selling proposition, but rather a state of mind. Reading this issue’s cover story on
“The Place To Be” makes this idea even more transparent.
The four venues profiled in this interesting case study all have something very
important in common: the willingness to adapt. When a family was looking to find
a space for an unexpected funeral reception, the last-minute request was no problem
for the Old Naval Hospital in Washington, D.C. When a sales team found that
they needed more food than initially ordered for a luncheon, Iona College in New
York made it happen before anyone finished their first course. There’s no better
definition of “flexibility” than these examples.
Just like their hotel counterparts, non-traditional event venues are complete professionals with the knowledge and service mind to execute successful meetings and
events. The planners we interviewed for this story know it. All of them were new
to Unique Venues members but all admittedly walked away with the appreciation
that the museums, colleges and cultural institutes they booked could do events just
as well, if not better, than the standard they were used to. Most have committed to
becoming repeat clients and wondered why they didn’t know about these venues
before.
It’s reasons like these why we pride ourselves on putting together our magazines
and newsletters, to spread the word about the beautiful “Secret Gardens” on page
43 that shouldn’t be secret anymore or letting planners know about the trend on
page 24 that non-traditional venues have started before their competitors to better
engage the LGBTQ community. These unique venues are often the ones tagged for
being “a long shot” or “out of the box,” but look at what happens when you don’t
have confined limitations: You have something truly unique.
Our good friend and meeting industry colleague James
Mahon taught us this principle nearly 30 years ago as one
of the first true champions of Unique Venues, and after
his recent passing, our tribute to him is to continue the
conversation until the whole industry knows we are in fact
the place to be.

JAMES MAHON
1951 - 2015

Michele Nichols, Founder
Unique Venues
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MEETINGS AT CINEPLEX
Auditorium rentals at 161 locations across Canada

SHAREHOLDER MEETINGS
TOWN HALLS
ROAD SHOWS

Experience our elegant settings, located close to Washington, D.C., Baltimore and northern Virginia.
Montpelier Mansion Oxon Hill Manor Newton White Mansion (pictured above)
Riversdale Mansion Prince George’s Ballroom The Great Room at L-BSAC
Snow Hill Manor Billingsley Manor Darnall’s Chance
l

l

l

l

l

l

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
Department of Parks & Recreation, Prince George’s County, Maryland
www.pgelegantsettings.com • 301-446-3240 TTY 301-446-6802

modern elegance
sophisticated cuisine

Bring

and
to your event.

The Dallas Museum of Art, the premier cultural destination in
the heart of the downtown Dallas Arts District, is the perfect
location for an elegant event. Make your event a true masterpiece
by hosting it at the Dallas Museum of Art, featuring world-class
cuisine and service.

To schedule a personal tour of the event spaces, please contact our
Special Events staff at 214-922-1382 or visit DallasMuseumofArt-events.com.

AGENDA
work / life / balance

THE

BY S ELEN A FR AGA S S I

On The Job HUSTLE
The clock keeps moving at work, but are you? If you stay at your desk
most of the day, it’s important to find ways to still remain active for your
overall health and well-being. Here are four simple things you can start
doing during the workweek.
BIKE TO WORK. Not only will you be stepping
up your physical activity, you will also be
saving gas money, helping the environment
and noticing your commute is much more
peaceful than when sitting in traffic. Before
you gear up, plan your route—look for back
roads or streets with dedicated bike lanes
for your safety. Also make sure your work
has racks or a secure place to lock up your
bike. Then pack a bag with work clothes,
toiletries to clean up when you get to the
office and a water bottle, and be on your way.
START A LUNCHTIME WALKING GROUP.
Taking a walk at lunch has proven to ward
off afternoon slumps, and it’s one of the
easiest ways you can enhance your daily
schedule with more activity. Pack your lunch
and take it with you, and look for a park
where you can stop and eat before heading
back to the office. You don’t have to do it
alone, either—start a group with colleagues
and promote it in internal newsletters.

are all about incorporating physical
activity. For example, sitting on an
exercise ball while you check e-mails
will strengthen your core muscles and
lead to improved balance and flexibility. The FitDesk 2.0 (available at
Walmart and Sharper Image) is another
good option: This exercise bike has a
sliding desk platform for your laptop so
you can get a workout while you work;
it also includes upper body resistance
bands for when you are hands-free, such as
watching videos. Or you can forego sitting
altogether and get a standing workstation.
TOUR DIFFERENT FLOORS. Here’s your
chance to travel every day. Every time you
need to use the washroom, make copies
in a printing area or grab a coffee in the
break room, use a different floor from your
own. So if you work on level four, head
up to level ten—and of course, always
use the stairs. This will give you some
aerobic exercise several times a day.

MODIFY YOUR WORK AREA. Push the
chairs aside. Today’s modern workstations
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cooper hotel

conference center & spa

newly renovated!

rooms & accommodations • meetings & conferences
• wedding receptions

Stephanie Brazzle

• Outdoor & indoor venues
• Newly renovated, spacious
guest rooms
• Full-service day spa
• Full-service catering
• Complimentary parking

•
•
•
•
•

Meeting rooms with natural light
Complimentary high-speed Wi-Fi
Complete meeting packages
Custom teambuilding programs
Option to provide your own bar

Don Mamone

12230 Preston Road | Dallas, TX 75230
972.386.0306 | cooperhoteldallas.com
CFC_002-14

YOU’LL LAUGH. YOU’LL CRY. YOU’LL BE AMAZED AT HOW EASY IT WAS.

JUST. GOT. BETTER.
YOU BOOKED IT AT A REGAL MOVIE THEATRE.
A BIG SCREEN, BIG SOUND, BIG BLOCKBUSTER PRODUCTION
CREATING BIG IMPACT FOR YOUR COMPANY STORY

DIRECTED BY YOUR ONE-CALL FULL-SERVICE EVENT CONSULTANT PRODUCED BY OUR DEDICATED ON-SITE STAFF
STARRING THE SILVER SCREEN, PERFECT SEATING, AND CONVENIENT PARKING AT HUNDREDS OF LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE
SUPPORTED BY A FULL CAST OF CATERING SOLUTIONS AND ALL YOUR FAVORITE MOVIE CONCESSIONS SUPER STARS
VISUAL EFFECTS PROVIDED BY OUR TURN-KEY A.V. TEAMS AND A NATIONAL SATELLITE NETWORK
ENGAGED AUDIENCES
AUDIENCES

COMING SOON AFTER YOU CALL 800-792-8244
RegalBusinessEvents.com

THE AGENDA
expert advice

BY C Y N T H I A S H AW

Nights At the Mansion:

5 WAYS

to Always Feel
At Home

If home is where the heart is, then a mansion is where it beats to its own drum.
The luxurious setting, combined with incredible architecture and important
legacies, makes for a unique setting for galas, parties and even retreats. Before you
open the doors, get an insider tour with these five tips.
GIVE YOUR UPSCALE EVENTS A REMARKABLE SETTING. By definition, mansions are

large residences located on impressive pieces
of property. The Boettcher Mansion, just
minutes from Denver in Golden, Colorado,
is situated in a secluded nature preserve that
sits atop Lookout Mountain with commanding views of the forest, meadows and
plains below. With such grandeur, there is
an established “sense of place” that allows
guests to feel just as privileged as those who
once occupied the house and grounds. This
sets the tone for an especially upscale event.
LET THE LAVISH ARCHITECTURE BECOME
YOUR DÉCOR. Wealthy mansion owners

and their architects spare no expense when
it comes to detail, and they often hire skilled
artisans to use the finest materials for building both the exterior and interior. Whether
classical or rustic in style, mansions tend to
“speak for themselves,” rarely requiring further embellishment. This saves money on
unnecessary décor.
UTILIZE ALL THE UNIQUE SPACES FOR
YOUR SPECIAL EVENT. Given the great

number of rooms inside a mansion, there are
abundant opportunities for spreading out an

event and customizing it for the occasion at
hand. Whether it’s a ballroom, conservatory
and great hall, or the carriage house, gazebo
and gardens we offer, these areas provide interest and intrigue for all sorts of functions
and help foster creative event planning.
FIND A NETWORK OF AVAILABLE HELP.

A mansion is nothing without its staff
and vendors. Here you’ll find a variety
of professionals “waiting in the wings” to
ensure that all visitors feel welcomed and
cared for from the time of booking to the
conclusion of the event.
LET GUESTS WALK AWAY WITH A MEMORABLE STORY. Each mansion has ‘a past,’

with colorful tales about former family
members and/or the happenings that
took place in and around the home. The
Boettcher Mansion is a testament to the
life and times of Charles Boettcher and his
descendants who promoted awareness of the
Arts & Crafts Movement (c. 1895-1920).
Hosting a special event within an historic
home like the Boettcher Mansion gives
everyone a chance to add their own chapter
and makes for lasting memories.

For a list of mansions and other cultural/historical venues visit:
uniquevenues.com/historical-cultural-venues
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CYNTHIA SHAW

Director of Boettcher Mansion

Built in 1917, the Boettcher Mansion
is a recognized landmark listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places. With its original terrace and
Great Hall that accommodates up
to 200 people, as well as newer
but historically compatible entrance
lobby and commercial kitchen, the
estate is an impressive example of
adaptive re-use. Since opening to
the public in 1975, the hideaway
has been painstakingly restored and
revamped for modern-day usage as a
versatile venue for social galas, business retreats, cultural programs and
other distinctive gatherings.

G E T CO N N EC T ED
Boettcher Mansion
Golden, CO
UniqueVenues.com/BoettcherMansion
(720) 497.7632

877-833-2272

info@christianretreatsnetwork.org

Plan
Promote
Host

Our all-inclusive packages make budgeting your event straight forward
and surprise free. Lodging, meeting, dining, and basic recreation are
included in every package. Packages can be as low as $50 per person!
Every event has their own Planner Central web page where
you can access promotional templates, planning tools,
property details, and connect with our team.

We handle the setup, cooking, and clean up so that you can stay
focused on providing life-changing ministry to your attendees.
We want to be your partner in eﬀective oﬀ-site ministry!

Lost Valley - Mackinaw Area

Sunstream - Des Moines Area

7 conference & retreat centers
Faholo - Detroit Region

Lake Williamson - St Louis Region

Potomac Park - Baltimore/DC Regions

Eagle Rock - Ozark Mountains

Pine Creek - Appalachian Mountains

THE AGENDA
gotta have it

A SKYMALL SPREE
WHEN SKYMALL ANNOUNCED ITS BANKRUPTCY in January, it was a shocking
blow to anyone who loved (and laughed off) the kitschy gadgets featured in the inflight catalog. Soon #RIPSkyMall hashtags appeared as the future of the publication remained up in the air. Even as a new investor plans to buy it out and make it
“free of kitsch,” it might never be the same. SkyMall.com is not dead yet though,
and we found three of the must-have products to get before they depart for good.
IPHONE CASE WITH
BUILT-IN TOOLS
It’s an iPhone case. It’s a Swiss Army
knife. It’s your call of duty tool. Stainless steel scissors, screwdrivers, a
nail file and nail cleaner, a bottle
opener and tweezers are all within
arms reach inside the slim, impactresistant case. ($24.99-29.99)

PHILIPS PICOPIX PROJECTOR
Have a ton of videos or photos on your
smartphone that you’d like to share
with your group? All you need is a blank
wall and this portable projector that
takes media from a USB stick, Micro
SD card or internal memory and magnifies it up to 60” in size. ($399.99)

NAP ANYWHERE PILLOW
If you need a refresher while traveling or
want to pull a George Costanza during
the workday, this cleverly designed nap
pillow is the perfect way to rest your
head. The pliable, thin disc can be folded
to match any head shape and supports
your neck while you sleep upright. ($59)

All products are available at SkyMall.com

technology

Wireless Nation
GET UNPLUGGED—FROM MESSY CORDS THAT IS. There are definite
situations when you require your technology in more than a 10-foot range.
These solutions give you just the space you need.
FOR PHONES: IKEA’S WIRELESS CHARGING FURNITURE “With
smartphones such a natural part of our lives, we want the charging part
to become a natural part of our homes,” said the Swedish brand in a
statement about the new wireless charging lamps, tables and standalone
pads that launched in April. Just place your device on the furniture’s
“plus sign” and it automatically juices up. (Various prices; ikea.com)
FOR MP3 PLAYERS: RUNPHONES® Uncomfortable ear buds
are a thing of the past with this “headphones in a headband”
design. Wireless Bluetooth headphones fit snugly inside the sport
band that sits over your ears, and can be taken out when you
need to wash the material. $99.95, sleepphones.com)
FOR COMPUTERS: DOXIE GO WI-FI Scanning documents,
business cards and photos has never been easier than with the slim
and portable Doxie Go. Small enough to fit in your laptop bag, just
power it up, connect to Wi-Fi and start scanning—no computer
required. Doxie Go’s internal memory saves the image until you are
ready to sync to your computer or tablet. ($229, getdoxie.com)
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Southern California’s premiere meeting location
Experience Sheraton Fairplex Hotels’ 80,000 square foot Conference Center and Exposition Hall. Located in
the Fairplex Exposition Complex with easy access from all southern California counties, this versatile space
can accommodate more than 1,000 guests.
Book your group by December 31, 2015 to be held by March 31, 2016 and receive a 5% rebate on
master billed rooms, free night awards PLUS an added benefit of your choosing. Restrictions apply.
Visit sheratonfairplex.com/meeting-specials or contact Fred Kokash at 909 868 5954.

©2015 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Preferred Guest, SPG, Sheraton and their logos are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates.

Meet The Cour t

your best choice for conferences & events at the Jersey shore
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Year-round meeting space, including
10,000 square foot exhibit hall
Summer conference housing
Classically trained chefs
Award winning, professional event planning services
Complimentary audio-visual hardware (in-stock)
Free on-site parking
Free WiFi

THE MERCY UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY

Meet Georgian Court University at
www.georgian.edu/special_events
900 Lakewood Avenue, Lakewood, NJ 08701 • specialevents@georgian.edu • 732.987.2263

THE AGENDA
food for thought

Santa Fe Beef Tenderloin
Lettuce Wraps
Courtesy of St. John’s College, Santa Fe, NM

The Santa Fe campus of St. John’s College marks its 50th anniversary this summer, and in celebration
they have created this easy-to-assemble, seasonal recipe perfect for any big crowd. The campus has a
series of special events planned, including NY Times bestselling author and columnist David Brooks who
will be the keynote speaker at a dinner on June 26.

INGREDIENTS:
4			

limes

1 ¾ cup black beans, rinsed
1 lb.

corn, whole kernel

2 			

tomatoes

1 cup

red onion

1 			

green pepper

½ cup cilantro
¼ cup minced chipotle peppers in
adobo sauce
¼ cup canola oil
¹⁄8 tsp. salt
¹⁄8 tsp. black pepper
2 lbs.

Romaine lettuce hearts

12 oz. queso fresco
3 lbs.

beef tenderloin strips

1 Tbsp. ground cumin
1 Tbsp. mild chili pepper
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¹⁄8 cup

soy sauce

2 tsp.

canola oil

TO PREPARE:
1. Juice the 4 limes and divide juice
into two separate small bowls and
set aside.
2. Make chipotle black bean salsa:
In a bowl, combine black beans,
corn, tomatoes, onion, green peppers and cilantro. Add lime juice,
chipotle peppers, oil, salt and pepper to taste. Cover and set aside in
a cooler.
3. Prep meat: In a small bowl, combine cumin, chili powder, soy sauce
and remaining lime juice. Pour
marinade over beef and let sit for 30
minutes.
4. Preheat a sauté pan. Heat oil and
sauté beef until desired temperature
is reached.
5. Remove outer leaves of the
Romaine hearts to expose the smaller
“cups.”
6. Assemble by combining ½-oz.
beef tenderloin with 1 Tablespoon
of salsa in one lettuce “cup” and
garnish with queso fresco. Serve
immediately.
Serves Approximately 50.

I want to Meet

At a Place

Where my general session is held in grand manor house of the
Norman Revival vernacular with no air walls
Where I can dine in an ancient Turkish mosque
Where I choose to hold my breakouts in a library created with
hand-carved Louis XIV oak paneling from 17th Century

Where I can ascend a circular stair tower and retire to a magnificent
four-poster bed fit for the king or queen that I am

While staying stateside

G E T CO N N EC T ED
St. John’s College

Santa Fe, NM
UniqueVenues.com/StJohnsNM
(505) 984.6024

Winston-Salem, NC

800-472-9596

www.graylyn.com
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THE AGENDA
happy hour

Good Morning

GREEN
SMOOTHIE
Courtesy of
Spirit Fire Retreat Center,
Leyden, Massachusetts

This 95-acre retreat center prides itself on locally
grown and organic food, which comes together in
this delicious smoothie that gets guests ready for a
productive day first thing in the morning.

INGREDIENTS:
½ cup

frozen organic chopped spinach

½ 		

frozen ripe banana

8-10 pieces frozen ripe pineapple chunks
1 handful

fresh cilantro

½ 		

unwaxed, unpeeled cucumber

4 cups

coconut water

2 cups
		

unsweetened plain organic
almond milk

TO PREPARE:
1. Combine all ingredients in a high-speed blender
and blend until smooth.
Makes 6 servings.
G E T CO N N EC T ED
Spirit Fire Retreat Center

Leyden, Massachusetts
UniqueVenues.com/SpiritFire
(413) 624.3955
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EVENTS DOWN
TO A SCIENCE.
Mingle below historic aircraft. Dine beside a
World War II German submarine. Be blown
away by a 40-foot tornado—only at the
Museum of Science and Industry. Whether
you are hosting an event for 20 or 12,000,
your guests will enjoy award-winning cuisine,
impeccable service, and “wow!” moments in
an inspiring and unparalleled setting.

msichicago.org/specialevents
(773) 753-2583 | 5700 S. Lake Shore Drive, Chicago IL 60637
Convenient Indoor Parking | Indoor and Outdoor Event Spaces
Award-Winning Cuisine and Event Planners

WHAT’S TRENDING
BY S ELEN A FR AGA S S I

With Pride

With same-sex marriages now recognized
in 36 states, event venues are showing a lot of
love for the LGBTQ community with new
marketing and planning strategies that make
everyone feel included.
At the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia,
for example, printed materials promoting the event
hub Perelman Quadrangle were updated this year
to include more varied images that better reflect
the breadth of clients they serve. “It makes you feel
more comfortable and you can relate better when
you see that [the venue] isn’t just geared to one
couple or one set of people,” says Manager of Event
Sales Veronica Kraft.
It was a decision that was applauded by the
campus’ LGBTQ Center that has often supported
and collaborated with the event department to help
guide the planning of functions like gay-friendly
proms, which they have hosted for four years. “Just
like visiting the chaplain’s office for certain religious
ceremonies I’m not familiar with, I’ll meet with the
Center to ensure that what we are doing is in no way
offensive,” says Kraft.

(This page): San Francisco’s Bently Reserve was
one of the country’s first to host gay weddings.
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Special event venues are
providing the LGBTQ community
with equal opportunity to host
colorful weddings, proms and
conferences they can be proud of.

Old World Charm.
New World Quality.
Historic surroundings.
First-class service. Great rates.
Everything you need.
Where you need to be.

It’s one of the benefits of working
with niche venues like campuses and
universities that have built-in resources
to cater to all backgrounds. At the University of Montana in Missoula, there
is a UM Allies Program “where we
train our staff on diversity awareness,”
says Shannon Brilz, director, Montana
Event Services.
The Allies program, along with support from an on-site Lambda group,
has helped the department put together
events such as the Power of One leadership conference in April that brought
together students from the Northwest
to learn about intersecting identities
while promoting social justice. In addition to panels and educational sessions,
activities included an opening night
drag show and daytime workshop that
offered makeup and dress tips, an interactive play called “Queer Bathroom
Stories” and a movie screening. Brilz’s
department also coordinated to offer a
number of gender-neutral bathrooms to
make guests feel more comfortable.
Yet it wasn’t just the campus that
went the extra mile. The Power Of One
organizers received funding through a
joint effort of the Missoula CVB and
the Downtown Business Improvement

(902) 494-8876 | 1-855-306-3933
meet@dal.ca | www.dal.ca/meet
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WHAT’S TRENDING
BY S ELEN A FR AGA S S I

G E T CO N N EC T ED
Bently Reserve
San Francisco, CA
UniqueVenues.com/BentlyReserve
(415) 294.2226

University of Montana
Missoula, MT
UniqueVenues.com/universityofmontana
(406) 243.4113

University of Pennsylvania – Perelman
Quadrangle
Philadelphia, PA
UniqueVenues.com/PerelmanQuad
(215) 573.5011

District to bring the conference to town.
“It ties into the mission of the Destination Missoula CVB that has concentrated on the LGBTQ community to let
them know Missoula is a safe place for
conferences and individual travelers in
the community,” says Brilz.
Doing so is not only a measure of
goodwill but also financially responsible as gay-friendly events continue to
become a growing client segment.
Across the country in San Francisco,
locations like the Bently Reserve have
recognized this and put together special
packages to cater to the gay wedding and
event market such as a 20% discount
for room rentals on Sundays throughout 2015. Here, the former federal bank
transformed into a special event venue,
has a long connection to the community
in a city that has often been considered
the heart of the gay rights movement.
The Bently Reserve has hosted Aids
Walk ceremonies, Prop 8 functions and
some of the first gay weddings in the
country and they look to build on that
portfolio with the special incentive.
“We saw that there was a real trend
coming forward for Sunday morning
weddings and brunches,” says Event and
26 // unique venues // Summer 2015

(Pictured here)
The University of Montana has booked
the Power of One Conference and special
events while (pictured above) University
of Pennsylvania works with on-campus
departments to host gay-friendly proms.

Sales Director Jim Bruels. “The cost at
the Bently Reserve is significantly lower
to host on a Sunday, and we just wanted
to encourage that kind of inquiry to
come into us.”
Wedding bookings have increased
steadily for the venue in recent years,
especially since it now hosts the popular
Gay Vanity Wedding Show annually
where couples can meet with event planners and vendors and see a fashion show.
Though he says there’s no real difference

in the trends that have come forward for
gay weddings (“couples all have their
own vision”), Bruels does appreciate
the open-mindedness and creativity his
clients have. “They really make it very
unique and special to them,” he says.
Kraft couldn’t agree more. “The
energy is very high right now,” she says,
“and it’s really refreshing to meet these
couples that have been together for so
many years who are finally ready for a
grand celebration.”
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Day in and day out the Conference Center at Waltham Woods
executes successful conferences, meetings and training
seminars. Our expertise and extraordinary attention to detail
means one thing: a seamless experience for attendees. The Center
boasts flexible meeting and breakout rooms that bask in natural
light and are complemented by state-of-the-art technology. Guests
are treated to continuous refreshment service designed to nourish
and rejuvenate. Conveniently located just minutes outside Boston.
The Conference Center at Waltham Woods is the perfect
destination for your next event.

To discover the difference at Waltham Woods, call our sales office at 781.434.7499
and schedule a personal site tour or email conferencecenter@mms.org.

1 Global

Thunderbird Executive Inn & Conference Center | Glendale, Arizona
Thunderbird Executive Inn & Conference
Center is a unique Arizona destination
serving clients from around the world.
Nestled on the historic campus of Thunderbird
School of Global Management, the recently
renovated Thunderbird Executive Inn will
surprise and delight you with:
4134 upscale guest rooms
4More than 40,000 square feet of meeting
space, including six state-of-the-art
auditoriums and 24 breakout rooms
4Unique diversions such as the world
famous Thunderbird Pub, located in an
historic WWII military airfield control tower
Whether you’re planning a conference,
business meeting, training program, trade
show or simply a vacation escape to sunny
Arizona — our hotel and conference center
is an exceptional choice.

www.thunderbirdexecutiveinn.com
1 Global Place, Glendale, AZ 85306
Inquiries: 602.978.7987
Email: hotelsales@thunderbird.edu

THE MAIN
BY S ELEN A FR AGA S S I

EVENT

Charming

THE PRINCE

President Lincoln’s Cottage gives Prince Charles and Duchess Camilla
the royal treatment during a stop on their spring tour.
The British were coming. That was the message the
events team at President Lincoln’s Cottage received
just weeks before a special visit from Prince Charles
and Duchess Camilla on March 19. The royal couple
was in the States for a short four-day trip to promote
the historical connections between the two countries,
and part of their agenda was visiting the Washington,
D.C. landmark in the midst of the 150th anniversaries of
Lincoln’s death and the end of the Civil War.
“Camilla was sad their time was so short and she couldn’t
explore more,” says Hilary Malson, marketing and membership coordinator. Though the tour was only scheduled for 30
minutes, Executive Director Erin Carlson Mast covered a lot
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of ground with the dignitaries, beginning with the history of
the national monument, which sits on the 300-acre property
of the Armed Forces Retirement Home and was once a favorite
summer retreat for the Lincoln family. It’s the spot where the
President wrote the Emancipation Proclamation that legally
abolished slavery and is one of the few monuments open to
private rentals.
The Duchess was particularly interested in learning about
what the group is currently doing to shed light on modern-day
slavery and human trafficking, including the annual Students
Opposing Slavery International Summit that brings together
teenagers from 20 different countries as well as the sale of
survivor-made goods in the museum gift shop. The Prince and
Duchess also took home gifts of their own for their grandson,
Prince George. “We gave them copies of the definitive chil-

Prince Charles and Duchess Camilla visited President Lincoln’s Cottage on March 19 and were
given an in-depth tour of the landmark facilities that are one of the few monuments open to
private rentals.

dren’s book on Abe Lincoln as well as the inspirational bestseller ‘What Do You Do With An Idea?’ that we use in our
educational programs,” says Malson.
Though President Lincoln’s Cottage has hosted high-profile
visitors before—most notably actress Sally Field during the
filming of her role as Mary Lincoln in Steven Spielberg’s biopic
and President Bill Clinton who designated the grounds as a national site in 2000—nothing compared to the British royalty.
“We were not anticipating the size of the security detail,”
says Events Coordinator Sahand Miraminy. “There were about
15-20 cars full.” Miraminy and his team had held previous
walk throughs with members of the Secret Service so they
knew where everything was before the arrival. The events team
also had to make sure the other groups on-site that day were in
their place, too.
“We had a lot going on. Without much lead time [for the
royal visit] we had already made commitments to a site rental
and a school group that date, and we wanted to honor them,
which we did. But we also ensured that everyone was where
they were supposed to be and not wandering by setting up
designated spots,” recalls Miraminy. Lining up the swath of
national press was also a challenge, especially after the Prince

and Duchess’ visit to the National Mall the day prior was
leaked, but Malson says it was overcome with “a lot of communication … We really learned the value of keeping everyone
on all levels informed.”
The strategy helped the team gather up extra hands to work
overtime the night prior to ensure that recent volunteer yard
work around the cottage was cleaned up in time for all the press
photos taken on the verandah and expansive lawns, one of the
favorite outdoor spaces in the city, says Malson. “You can’t find
a bigger lawn besides The White House, and on a really clear
day you can see all the way to the Capitol Building and Virginia.” It was a view even the royal couple won’t soon forget.

G E T CO N N EC T ED
President Lincoln’s Cottage
Washington, D.C.
UniqueVenues.com/PresidentLincolnsCottage
(202) 829.0436
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Team Toronto
The 17th Pan American Games are headed to Canada’s largest city this summer, which
has inspired some local meeting and event venues to remain just as competitive.
It’s called the Queen City for a reason, and when visitors come
upon Toronto this summer for the crown jewel of international sporting
competitions they’ll notice just how well these special event venues and
meeting centres have kept up their game.

Humber Institute of Technology
& Advanced Learning

It’s not often you’ll get a taste of the
great outdoors in the middle of a big
city, but Humber Institute offers an
urban oasis with an arboretum attached to its northern campus. “It’s
not uncommon to see deer in the
parking lot at any time of day,” says

Arielle Berube, conference coordinator. Here, groups can tap into unique
team-building activities, such as
guided arboretum or wildlife tours
and swimming at the Humber Community Pool located on the property.
A second campus on the southern edge
of Toronto is just as scenic nestled near
Lake Ontario.

Humber Institute also gets down to
business hosting meetings and events
as varied as youth sports camps, stock
market workshops, a knitting and embroidery seminar and the 2,000-person
Ontario Association for Mathematics
Education. “Because we’re a college,
we capitalize on the fact that we have
so many different styles of [rooms],”
says Berube. That includes classrooms,
banquet facilities, tiered lecture theaters
for up to 300 and an auditorium that
seats 500. Accommodations are also
available May through August for overnight guests, which include traditional
HUMBER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY &
ADVANCED LEARNING
Outside the Institute is an arboretum
for breaks between sessions; inside is
a variety of spaces from classrooms to
banquet halls and lecture theatres.

30 // unique venues // Summer 2015

LOOKING
FOR EVENT
SPACE?
ACCELERATE

your success
residence halls and hotel-style suites
with private washrooms.
“We have an infrastructure people
can use to develop their event,” says
Berube of the one-stop shopping experience. “We will take care of communication within our team on your behalf.”

IVEY TANGERINE LEADERSHIP CENTRE
The facility is one of Toronto’s only day meeting centres open 365 days a year and with
competitive prices to rent the 8,000 square
feet of space.

Ivey Tangerine Leadership Centre

Groups looking to meet in Toronto’s
financial district can bank on the Ivey
Tangerine Leadership Centre that occupies a convenient storefront location in
the Exchange Tower. The Centre is one
of the area’s only day meeting centers
open 365 days a year that can actually
save you money. “We work with you in
terms of rates,” says Director of Corporate Sales Gunjan Kahlon, noting that
rental prices begin at just $750.
Though Ivey Tangerine Leadership
Centre does not have overnight accommodations, it does have 8,000 square
feet of meeting space with two amphitheatres and nine individual meeting
rooms. Each rental includes a wealth of
built-in technology including an LCD
projector and screen, 100 megabytes

Conference and Event Services
meetatgeorgian.com

visitames.com

NINE

800.288.7470

OUT OF

TEN

scarecrows agree

working with us is a no-brainer

Smart Choice
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THE SECOND CITY (RIGHT)
In addition to hosting corporate workshops that use the
tools of improv to improve communication skills, Second
City Toronto also unveiled more meeting and event space
with a recent add-on that opened in May.

TMX BROADCAST CENTRE (BELOW)
With a convenient space in the Exchange Tower, the
TMX Broadcast Centre is likewise state-of-the-art
with a full audio system, projectors and screens for
webcasts and even a customizable ticker screen.

of wireless Internet access and a power
outlet at each desk. As well there is availability for built-in video conferencing
and webcasting. Catering packages are
also available for sit-down dinners of
up to 100 people or 150 cocktail-style,
which is just one of the ways groups utilize the space. “The Centre was purpose
built for learning and development, and
that’s what 95% of our clientele does
here,” says Kahlon.

TMX Broadcast Centre

Also located in the Exchange Tower
is the state-of-the-art TMX Broadcast
Centre. Built in 2003, the venue is
owned by TMX Group, which operates
the exchange’s electronic marketplace—
and the integration is quite compelling
for groups who want extra atmosphere.
A viewing gallery allows event guests to
look upon busy broadcasters and journalists and a traditional ticker screen can
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be customized with personalized messages or corporate slogans.
Technology is really the cornerstone
of the Centre, says Manager Kris
Backus. “The real thing that makes us
stand apart is that our pricing model
includes everything in the room.” A full
audio system, projectors and screens
allow for webcasts and video conferencing—and technicians are ready to
assist. “It’s really a turnkey solution for
a planner,” admits Backus.
One of the other interesting aspects
of TMX Broadcast Centre is its central
spot on the ground floor, which offers
the ability to host indoor/outdoor
events. “We can put tents outside in the
courtyard,” says Backus. “We’ve actually gotten creative with bands playing
and food being served outdoors.” The
Centre works with nine preferred caterers ranging in price to suit the needs of
any client. Overall the venue can ac-

commodate 130 theater-style, 70 classroom, 80 in-the-round and 200 per reception and is accessible via the subway
system and Toronto’s underground
pedestrian walkway, the PATH.

The Second City Toronto

Comedy is for everyone says The Second
City Toronto. Not only does the troupe
offer corporate workshops in a B2B division called Second City Works, but
in May, they also opened a brand new
Training Centre adding on to the availability of private rental spaces with 8,000
more square feet. Inside the third-floor
venue there are seven studios, a 65-seat
black box theatre, plenty of lounge space
and digital screens, a projector and lights
for the full multimedia production.
Eventually the Centre will serve alcohol and provide catering (they work with
the neighboring Wayne Gretzky Toronto
restaurant). It will mirror the options of

Why come to Riverside?
Hint: We have more than you bargained for!

Service: One phone call is all you need to make
Location: Short drive to mountains, beaches, Disneyland and downtown LA
Facilities: Venues for groups from 40 to 4000; great dining options
Rates: Pricing structures for every budget, and good enough to seal the deal

(951) 827-5471 | conferences.ucr.edu

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services

Conference, Events
& Catering Services
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the main performance theatre, which can
also be bought out during the day or enjoyed at night with regular comedy shows
for group outings.
The best part though may be the workshops, taught by Second City alumni, that
use lessons of improv to teach team-building
and communication skills. “In the corporate
world you’re also working as an ensemble,
listening closely and collaborating to make
something out of nothing, so it’s transferrable,” says Richard Gasee, marketing
manager.
Workshops are customized to the industry of the clientele and are ideal for groups of
12-40 people though other types of training
sessions and seminars are available for larger
groups up to 300.

Glendon College

The campus of Glendon College is like
nothing you’ve ever seen before, quite literally. “Our teams travel all over the world
and bring back trees to plant that you
just can’t see anywhere else,” says Vinesh
Saxena, manager of housing and hospitality services in the accommodation and
conference services department. It’s just one

part of the beautiful setting that gives the
campus a country feel just outside the city
limits in uptown Toronto. It overlooks the
Don River with a rare oasis of wood lots,
rose gardens and a private manor.
As the original site of the illustrious York
University, the property is heritage protected, which is beneficial to maintain its
beauty, but also means that new construction and add-ons can be tricky to appeal to
the growing number of interested clientele
who like to use the campus for retreats,
camps and corporate day events.
Currently, Glendon College offers 50
meeting and event rooms fitting up to
250 guests that are available year-round;
overnight accommodations are only open
from May to August for up to 400 people.
“We do get filled up very fast,” says Saxena,
suggesting that early May and late August
can be good times to secure dates as well as
weekends, if applicable. Groups also have
use of the lower-level athletic centre with
Olympic-sized swimming pool, soccer
fields, baseball diamonds and tennis courts
for a nominal fee as well as simultaneous
bilingual translation services.

TIP:
Find your perfect
unique venue
in Toronto (or
anywhere!) with
new, advanced
search options on
UniqueVenues.ca and
UniqueVenues.com
that let you browse
by region.
Turn to page 51 to
see a comprehensive
list of all our member
venues.

G E T CO N N EC T ED
Glendon College
Toronto, ON
UniqueVenues.ca/Glendon
(416) 487.6798

Humber Institute of Technology
& Advanced Learning
Toronto, ON
UniqueVenues.ca/Humber
(416) 675.5027

Ivey Tangerine Leadership
Centre
Toronto, ON
UniqueVenues.ca/iveying
(416) 861.9600

The Second City Toronto
Toronto, ON
UniqueVenues.ca/secondcitytoronto
(416) 343.0033

GLENDON COLLEGE
As the original site of York University, this college campus is
heritage protected which limits new construction but still makes
it an appealing choice for May-August rentals.
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TMX Broadcast Centre
Toronto, ON
UniqueVenues.ca/TMXBroadcast
(416) 947.4488

A Meeting Place of Distinction
The Carter Hall Conference Center welcomes
your meeting, conference or retreat to our elegant
campus. Located just west of Washington, DC in
Virginia’s scenic hunt country!
 Historic - with modern-day conveniences
 Private Setting – be the only group on campus
 Competitive CMP Pricing - specializing in non-profits
 Professional catering – enjoy diverse, local cuisine
 Superior service – flexible one-stop-shop
Contact a meeting planner today at
540-837-9482
255 Carter Hall Lane
Millwood, VA 22646
www.carterhallconferences.org
TCHCC is owned and operated by Project HOPE, a
non-profit organization providing health education and
humanitarian assistance programs around the globe.
Revenue from TCHCC is funneled into supporting
HOPE missions worldwide.

GET TO kNOw DELAwARE’S
PREmIER EvENT vENuE.
The Chase Center is a versatile space for groups of
25 to 1,500. Award-winning cuisine. Cutting-edge
audio visual services. A professional staff who see
to everything. Plus, it’s tax free. Call 302.425.3929
to speak to a personal event planner.

NOW OPEN

815 Justison Street

|

302.425.3929

|

centerontheriverfront.com

The

PLACE
To Be

For unique events such as a cultural fashion show and a
dinner for MLB groundskeepers, choosing non-traditional
venues made all the difference. Here are four stories
of finding the perfect match. By Selena Fragassi
hen someone passes away there is barely any time to think straight let alone put together a service
and reception that are both tasteful and meaningful. That is, unless you look to a venue like the
Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital in Washington, D.C. As a historic hospital with ties to
the Civil War, it was a fitting choice for Patricia McQueen whose deceased family member was a
Navy veteran.
“It has a nice personal touch,” says Executive Director Diana Ingraham, noting that the facility is a preferred
choice for memorial services like McQueen’s as well as retirement ceremonies and weddings for current and exmilitary (though it’s not a requirement to book here). After a $10 million rehabilitation project to the 19th century
building in 2011, the board of directors is especially committed to putting the two floors of event space (including
a banquet hall and garden areas) towards community use. “I’d say that fifty percent of the activities that take
place in the building are tied to a special event,” says Ingraham.
As planners like McQueen find out, though, Hill Center is not just ideal for its personal touch; it’s also quite
practical. “Funerals by nature are last-minute and we had availability. A lot of times we are able to accommodate
more last-minute requests than other venues,” says James Sims, a special event and programming manager with
Hill Center who also worked on the reception. His colleague Macky Vellon adds, “There are also so many décor
details you wouldn’t normally find, so if there’s not a lot of time to put those items together it’s still a beautiful
space as opposed to maybe a hotel ballroom that needs a bit more decoration and personal touches to make it feel
more intimate.”
That was especially the case for the McQueen service, held last August, which the family wanted to set up as a
“life celebration” for the 350 guests throughout the day to remember the deceased through his favorite music and
photo slideshows. “We have a wireless system throughout the property that allowed her to play music throughout
the entire floor where the service was held. We also have ceiling-mounted projectors and screens so folks can do a
slideshow as part of their family event,” says Sims of the modern features Hill Center offers, which they often put
together in one package for events like this to make it more efficient and affordable. “There was a set rate for the
family, and anything they needed for the event (even furniture) was included in the price. It was a little bit easier
for them compared to other venues.”

W
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Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital is a special event venue in Washington, D.C. with ties to the Civil War. As such it is a preferred venue for current and ex-military to host events such as weddings, retirement parties and life celebrations, as profiled here.
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Selling The Sales Launch
Easy was also a key word for Trevor Williams, North Atlantic
sales operational manager for UPS, when he had very little time
to choose a venue to coordinate an annual sales launch in January for 300 regional employees.
“Initially my boss said, ‘If we can’t have it at the same place
we did last year, we probably won’t have it,” he recalls. That
place, a conference center in New York City, was not available.
“We were really behind the ball, and I was getting worried,”
Williams admits, but at the last hour he found out about Iona
College in the town of New Rochelle, which he liked for its
central location. “We have a large district that covers all of
Long Island, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Westchester and
New Jersey, so it was convenient for everyone.”
Within a day of filling out an RFP, Office of Conference
Services Manager Cindy Zapata was in touch with him. “She
was a godsend,” says Williams. “From that point forward it was
just a full-fledged effort of let’s move forward and get it done,
and it went very smoothly.”
Zapata and her team jumped on the chance to work with
UPS and to develop a relationship that could be beneficial in
the future. Though she admits the planning process did move
really quickly, Iona College is used to the protocol and was fully
prepared to execute it for Williams. “We’re really good with
conferences. That’s kind of like our bread and butter,” she says.
“For UPS, they came in and did a face visit, and we walked
through the spaces and then the next week they were here.”
Zapata suggested the campus’ Murphy Auditorium, which
has space for up to 350 people. “The room was the perfect size
for what we needed,” says Williams, “and the A/V was adequate
for our PowerPoint presentation.” During the full-day program
there were several speeches and an award presentation so the set
up was key. “We decided to put the food in another room so
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Iona College’s Murphy Auditorium (above) was the setting for a regional sales
launch for UPS, while a luncheon was held in the Burke Lounge.

this way we could use the whole auditorium for seating and give
them more space,” says Zapata.
Lunch was held in the Burke Lounge, which presented the
only snafu of the day when attendees wanted a number of extra
helpings that surpassed the initial order of food. “Some people
see free food and they can’t control themselves,” joked Williams who says he was very pleased with how the college reacted. “They worked quickly to accommodate us and resolved
it before we knew it was an issue.”
“It’s those little things can make or break an event and you
don’t want the clients to look bad,” admits Zapata. “Overall
this was a very positive experience.”

Fielding Requests For A Sportsman’s Dinner
Food was also the hallmark of a championship dinner for
a group of 60-plus Major League Baseball groundskeepers
that was held at the History Colorado Center in January.
“You wouldn’t expect a venue like that to have outstanding food, but we heard so many compliments from our
attendees,” says Jeff Langner, a brand manager for Profile
Products LLC and a former planner who was in charge of
coordinating the event. Though he says the choice of the
Denver-based museum was a bit “out of bounds” for what
they would normally select for the sports-loving crew (past
events have been booked with a pool hall, bowling alley
and go-cart racing field), he says, “What I really enjoyed
was the fact that they were willing to customize the event
more than I have found in the past.”
“We do menu customizations a majority of the time,”
says Melissa Cordova, event sales manager, of the Center’s
specialty. “We understand that, regardless of the event, everyone is different and the event should be, too. It shouldn’t
feel like you’re having the typical catered food.” Chef Samir
Mohammad of in-house Cater Rendezvous crafted a menu
that was upscale without being unapproachable for the
casual crowd that also enjoyed the museum’s lack of dress
code (one man came dressed in overalls).
The dinner, held in the open-kitchen environment of
the museum’s Café Rendezvous, included the attendee’s
choice of wedge salad or New England clam chowder for a

starter, beef tenderloin or smoked salmon linguine for an
entree and either a chocolate chip bread pudding with a
whiskey bacon glaze or butterscotch pot de crème topped
with marshmallow fluff for dessert. Cordova printed out
menus to help the guests see their choices, which Langner
appreciated. “I didn’t want to have people pre-order, and I
didn’t know what their taste choices would be so I liked the
museum’s flexibility. They really met our needs.”
Beyond the food, the other appealing aspect was the
venue’s setting—both external and inside. “It was only a
mile from our hotel, which was great because I was nervous
about scheduling transportation in the middle of winter,”
says Langner. “I also appreciated that it was representative
of Colorado. We go to a different city each year and so we
strive to find some local flavor.”
“People like to come here from out-of -town because of
the Colorado theme,” notes Cordova referencing a Denver
Broncos area. That in particular was of interest to the
groundskeepers who had the museum to themselves and
were able to walk around the property and view the exhibits during the early cocktail hour. “In the past, an issue
we’ve had to overcome is when people walk into the venue
they normally sit down and just wait around for dinner,”
admits Langner. “So, this setup gave everybody a chance
to take in everything the museum had to offer, and it was
very well received.”
History Colorado Center was the perfect setting for a dinner for
MLB groundskeepers who wanted local flavor and custom menus.
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Creating a One-Of-A-Kind Fashion Show
Venue layout was also of supreme importance to event planner
Nisa Muhammed when she was looking for a functional space
to host a fashion show for 175 guests during D.C. Fashion
Week in late February. So naturally she settled on the District
Architecture Center, a space belonging to the Washington
chapter of the American Institute of Architects.
“The space itself was really appealing,” she recalls of the
multi-level floors that were advantageous for the behind-thescenes logistics. “We used the downstairs for dressing rooms
and hair and makeup, which was great because it took us away
from the audience and gave us a ‘backstage’ area.” As well, the
stairs were utilized for models to line up on before heading to
the runway on the main floor.
For this particular event, Muhammed worked with Areej
Fashions, a lifestyle group of Muslim designers keen to counter
negativity about the Islam culture by showing the beauty of
their fashions. She also works with a number of other organizations to plan other events such as marriage retreats and
award ceremonies and most often turns to hotels as her choice
of venue. “I really preferred the new space though,” she says of
District Architecture Center. “They helped us see things in a
better way.”
Though it was the first actual fashion show at the venue, says
Events Manager Laura Headrick, “We were confident it would
be a great event. Every new event is a new adventure for us, but
we’ve done hundreds of functions here so we know what works
and what won’t.”
The whole planning process took about a month and a half
and was helped by a number of walk-throughs. “We met here
and talked it through to see what the possibilities were and how
that might work,” says Headrick.
“We were looking at a variety of sites around D.C. and when
we went to the Center they were warm and welcoming and
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showed us how we could feasibly do a fashion show there,” recalls Muhammed. She says the suggestion of pipe and draping
was particularly effective. “The staff was very helpful in terms
of guiding us to see how it could look nice and gave us a suggestion of a great vendor.”
That essentially is the purpose of the Center, says Headrick.
“Our space is built for events. It has a lot of flexibility with
moving walls, natural light, everything that you’d want.”
There’s also the utility of people, which made the whole operation run smoothly, says Muhammed. “They provided two
dedicated staff members to be there the whole evening for anything we needed, and it turned out wonderful.”

For planner Nisa Muhammed, the biggest benefit of District Architecture Center was
the layout of the space that made her fashion show a success (above and below).

NATIONALS PARK

Get Connected

EVENTS

District Architecture
Center
Washington, D.C.
UniqueVenues.com/DistrictArchitectureCenter
(202) 347.9403

Hill Center at the Old
Naval Hospital
Washington, D.C.
UniqueVenues.com/hillcenter
(202) 549.4172

History Colorado Center
Denver, CO
UniqueVenues.com/ColoradoHistoryMuseum
(303) 866.4597

Iona College
New Rochelle, NY
UniqueVenues.com/ionacollege
(914) 637.7790

MORE THAN YOU EXPECT
EVERYTHING YOU CAN IMAGINE

NATIONALS PARK IS AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND FOR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EVENTS

202.640.RENT(7368) | nationals.com/events | events@nationals.com
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96% of our business is
from repeat clients...
...the other 4% are here for the first time

Experience it.

Upscale meeting space for groups up to 175

BOSTON’S PREMIER DAY MEETING CENTER
www.metromeetingcenters.com
617.737.1200
101 Federal Street, 4th Floor
Boston, MA 02110

Secret

Gardens
The grass can be greener on the other side,
especially
especiallywhen
whenplanners
plannersconsider
considerunique
uniquegarden
gardenspaces
spacesas
a natural
as a natural
choice for
choice
meetings
for meetings
and events.
andByevents.
Selena Fragassi

P H O T O C O U RT E S Y O F : R O B E RT M R E Y N O L D S .

Selena Fragassi

Portland’s Lewis & Clark College rents out its lavish estate
gardens in the summer months with five levels of greenery,
water features and incredible views.
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The Copeland Sculpture Garden at the Delaware Art Museum is
a scenic venue choice with 12 pieces of towering art (at left).

H

idden gems are literally everywhere

when it comes to non-traditional venues—and
sometimes the best-kept secrets can be wonders
of the event world. Such is the case in the middle
of the hot, dry Las Vegas desert where there grows a secret
garden at a mystical place called the Springs Preserve. “It’s really
the birthplace of Las Vegas. It’s where water was first found in
the city, so it is a natural preserve,” says Jason Bailey, event specialist in group sales. On the 180-acre “campus,” which opened
to the public in 2007 and is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, are two museums, a café, indoor meeting
spaces and a lavish botanical garden where many weddings and
group meetings gather to take in the natural setting.
“We have a garden amphitheater that seats up to 250 people
and also a brand-new solar house that was designed and built
by students of the University of Nevada Las Vegas,” says Bailey
of some of the most unique rentable spaces. There’s also an
arboretum and a framehouse where groups can have sit-down
meetings or schedule cooking demonstrations or a cocktail
hour. The entire swath of the 8-acre gardens can also be rented
in full for one flowing production. The flexibility of the space
has attracted a number of clients in the medical, financial,
design and nonprofit industries who have come to adore the atmosphere and ease of use. “The gardens are very peaceful and
such a different place than you’d normally get to experience
in a meeting or an event. There’s nothing like it in Las Vegas.”
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Exploring the Grounds

It’s a similar selling point at the Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Oregon that touts incredible estate gardens rentable in
the summer months. They are part of the Frank Manor House
built in the 1920s by a prominent family of department store
retailers and were designed by famous Estate architect Herman
Brookman who put a lot of thought into the layout. There are
five levels, all that run along the same axis as Mount Hood,
“one of the most beautiful views you can see,” says Kerry
Keenon, associate director of conferences and events.
The many features of the garden are also breathtaking,
including wisteria and grape arbors, a reflection pool, cobblestone circle and the Great Plat Field, an open lawn surrounded
by tall fir trees that can seat up to 900 people, “which is rare,”
admits Keenon, also noting that groups as small as 100 guests
are welcome for more intimate events. Water features run
through each level of the gardens right down to the lower
terrace. The reflection pool, just below the Wisteria Terrace,
has become a popular spot for a number of social parties and
galas. “Groups put bistros all along the sides or run café lights
over the top of it …and sometimes they turn it into a jazz club
with a local orchestra,” Keenon says.
One of the great benefits of booking at Lewis & Clark is
that the rental includes the entire estate garden property,
“a very extensive space,” with very few restrictions. One
is that the team must hire security “because we block off

The outdoor courtyard at the Dallas Museum of Art
can host up to 200 people.

the entire perimeter of the gardens for you,” says Keenon.
by modern art and enhanced by a brick floor, reflection pool
Another is that all music must be concluded by 10 p.m.
and three waterfalls. Elsewhere, a first floor sculpture terthough after-hour parties can be moved indoors to the
race is ideal for receptions for up to 40 guests while court200-person Stamm Dining Room or the charming Albany
yards can host nearly 200 people. The space is popular for
Smith Hall & Courtyard.
weddings and fundraising events, including the museum’s
Beyond those rules, guests are able to use the property at
annual Fair of the Arts donor night that sets up a variety of
whim. “We’ve had a lot of corporate picnics set up bowling
food stations and incorporates live mural artists. “It’s one of
and croquet on the side lawns, and
the best events we do in the garden,”
we’ve hired lifeguards for folks who
admits Craig James, general manwant to actively use the pool,” recalls
ager and executive chef.
Art museums are also
Keenon. “There are lots of nooks and
Like the other garden spaces at
crannies that are fun to explore and
Springs
Preserve, the art museums
taking it outside by
use in unique ways.”
host events year-round, though the
promoting their garden
caveat is that they have to be schedWorks of Art
uled around the museum’s hours.
spaces to clients.
Art museums are also taking it
“We mostly do evening events,” says
outside by promoting their garden
Liz Derosier, general manager of
spaces to clients. At the Delaware
Sodexo Leisure Services at the DelaArt Museum, in a residential area of Wilmington, a 9-acre
ware Art Museum. “Otherwise, during the day you might
Copeland Sculpture Garden provides the benefit of built-in
see our neighbors walking through or school groups having
décor with 12 pieces of towering art dating back to the 1930s
a picnic since the gardens are open to the public.” Everyone
and the addition of the 200-foot Anthony N. Fusco Reservoir
has been pretty respectful of the private events, though,
that was constructed in 2005 where small ceremonies-in-thesays Derosier. “No one has wandered through a wedding
round take place.
ceremony yet.”
At the Dallas Museum of Art in Texas there’s also a sculpture garden with space for 1,500 people. The area is flanked
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The Springs Preserve in Las
Vegas is a natural treasure
where gardens grow in the
dry heat and provide a
beautiful setting for events
that come alive with the
right setup (at right).

Weathering All the Storms

getting chilled by the Portland breezes—especially since they
At Springs Preserve, nighttime events are popular too, espehave to call in the order ahead of time with suppliers. While
cially in the dead heat of a Vegas summer. “It can be a chalsome venues like Springs Preserve and Dallas Museum of Art
lenge because we do get some pretty warm days for quite a few
have a good internal supply of production incidentals, Lewis &
months,” says Bailey, noting his team always works with the
Clark has relationships with preferred professionals that bring
client. “If we think it’s not a good idea to be outside at 3:00 in
in all the tenting, tables, chairs, lights and dance floors the
the afternoon in August we’ll caution against that and try to
event needs. It’s an important part, says Keenon, since “there’s
recommend moving the event indoors
nothing out in the gardens except for
or scheduling back to a later time. We
what you see naturally.”
can go until 11 p.m. for most funcGarden venues are essentially
The other important
tions and can also coordinate mornnaked spaces so there’s considerable
ing events.”
time spent in working with vendors
aspect of dealing with
In general weather remains one of
to understand the property and how
raw spaces is helping
the biggest tasks for outdoor venues,
to best utilize it. “Because of the large
but all interviewed have said that staff
sculptures in the garden, sometimes
clients envision what
is well prepared with comprehensive
working around them can be tricky,”
is possible.
backup plans. That can involve judgsays Derosier who leaves extra time for
ment calls in moving the production
walk-throughs with vendors. Here,
to the site’s enclosed quarters. “Somethe garden spaces are also a considtimes we know the forecast a week ahead so we can plan acerable distance from the Delaware Art Museum’s kitchen so
cordingly, but we can also make a decision the day of the event
everything has to be taken out by cart and pre-planned. “But
before we start setting up,” says James of the Dallas Museum
with the right amount of lead time we can pretty much make
of Art’s policies.
anything happen,” she assures.
The other important aspect of dealing with raw spaces
Gardens Grow with Add-Ons
is helping clients envision what is possible. “If they’re local
In the case of Lewis & Clark, the planning department almost
to Vegas, we’ll definitely have them come out and walk the
always requires tents to stave off rain or prevent people from
site with them. I think that’s the most important thing in
46 // unique venues // Summer 2015

the planning process,” says Bailey. In
other cases, he says Springs Preserve
can provide detailed floor plans and
photos of past events to help stir a
client’s imagination. “We do what we
can to help them get beyond any trepidation of hosting outdoors,” he says.
“When all is said and done, our best
events take place in the gardens.”

Get Connected
Dallas Museum of A rt

Dallas, TX
UniqueVenues.com/dallasmuseumofart
(214) 922.1848

Delaware A rt Museum

Wilmington, DE
UniqueVenues.com/delawareartmuseum
(302) 351.8530

Lewis & Clark College

Portland,OR
UniqueVenues.com/lewisandclark
(503) 768.7235

Springs Preserve

Las Vegas, NV
UniqueVenues.com/SpringsPreserve
(702) 822.7746
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353 West NYC
Lightens Up with
Renovations to
Multipurpose Space
Floor-to-ceiling windows offering
a room full of natural light and
lightweight modular furniture are
just two of the ways the private
venue in Times Square is lightening
up with its latest renovations. In
particular, panel discussions, film
screenings, art exhibitions, photo
and video shoots and cocktail
parties will enjoy the convertible
space that helps promote creativity,
team spirit and proficiency. Other
features include a self-service
kitchen as well as an outdoor
terrace with illuminated features
and attached bar.

Bobby McKey’s Dueling Piano Bar Welcomes
U.S. Presidential Hopeful Rand Paul

The Republican senator from Kentucky paid a visit to 250 guests assembled at
Bobby McKey’s in National Harbor, Maryland in late February. The visit was
part of the Conservatives for Political Action Conference and leads up to Paul’s
campaign in his 2016 bid for the White House. The day included a speech,
meet-and-greet and a live interview with newsman Sean Hannity for his Fox
News show “Hannity Live,” a chat set up perfectly at the venue’s famed piano
benches. UniqueVenues.com/bobbymckeys

UniqueVenues.com/353west

Conference Chicago At University Center
Gets A Name Change

The venue formerly known as University Center Conference Chicago is getting a makeover.
The new name (and accompanying logo and website) are all part of a rebranding strategy to
better market the full-service center to the hospitality industry at large. Conference Chicago
is connected to the multi-school residence hall University Center, and has opened itself
up to conference guests the past 10 years with 15,000 square feet of space and overnight
accommodations that together serve as a hotel alternative in downtown Chicago.
UniqueVenues.com/ConferenceChicago
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FREE

TAKE EVERYONE
Out to the

NATIONALS PARK

wasted no time in hosting a lavish event
right after it opened in 2008. The stadium,
normally home to the Washington Nationals
Major League Baseball team, welcomed
former Pope Benedict XVI for a wellpublicized Papal Mass just two weeks later.

FROM TELEVISED PAPAL MASSES TO MORE INTIMATE CORPORATE
GATHERINGS, THESE STADIUMS HAVE MUCH TO OFFER
EVENT PLANNERS IN THE OFF-SEASON.

By Selena Fragassi

PHOTO COURTESTY OF : PNC PARK.

Bring your meeting or event to
PNC Park in Pittsburgh, and you'll
have a home team advantage when
it comes to attendance.
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“It was an auspicious beginning and an
extraordinary event to host when we were
so new,” says Catherine Silver, vice president of ballpark enterprises and guest experiences who now estimates the ballpark
hosts around 600 events per year. “We
literally had 40,000 people take communion at the concession stands, which was
pretty amazing.”
It was a similar experience at The Tower
at Rice-Eccles Stadium at the University
of Utah when it was home to the opening and closing ceremonies of the 2002
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City.
“Hosting the ceremonies actually allowed us to expand and offer our current
reception areas,” says Melissa Van Hien,
client services manager, who notes that
many private functions today still like to
play off the Olympic theme. “It gave us
the opportunity to start investing in more
events with the funding to build [spaces]
and bring in necessary equipment.”
Today that means filling up the stadium
with large groups for prominent public
events like U2’s 360 Tour or welcoming
smaller corporate holiday parties in a variety of private skyboxes. In these and many
more examples, what planners have come
to realize is that arenas are in fact winsome
places to host events of all sizes thanks to
a variety of spaces, special services and oh
yeah, stadium seating.
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venue
searching on
UniqueVenues.com
Where finding a venue can happen on
your schedule and within your budget.
Use your phone, computer, or tablet
to search for venues that fit your
event needs.

We Open Doors

Wherever or However you choose to search. uniquevenues.com

As the Jesuit university in Silicon Valley, Santa Clara University oﬀers
on-campus housing, dining, and meeting space for youth and adult
programs from mid-June through the end of August. Conveniently
located near all Bay Area attractions.
SCU welcomes requests from non-proﬁt organizations.
Please contact us: uniquevenues.com/SantaClaraUniv
408-551-4302 | conferenceservices@scu.edu

elegance

&

affordability in the heart of

WINE COUNTRY

707-664-4091

m e e t at s o n o m a .c o m

reservations@sonoma.edu

INDEX
start your

SEARCH now

THE FOLLOWING PAGES FEATURE A COMPREHENSIVE INDEX OF ALL THE UNIQUE VENUES
MEMBERS

ACROSS

THE

UNITED

STATES

AND

CANADA.

EACH

LISTING

IS

ORGANIZED

ALPHABETICALLY FOR EASE OF USE AND FEATURES THE NAME OF THE VENUE, CITY AND
UNIQUE VENUES WEBSITE ADDRESS, WHICH HOLDS EVEN MORE INFORMATION FOR PLANNERS.

UniqueVenues.com and
UniqueVenues.ca are the largest
online databases of unique meeting and
event venues with additional, in-depth
information about each of the listings.
Here, you can uncover availability,
accommodation offerings including bath
types, technology capabilities, rental
fees, plus targeted info about meeting
specifications including group capacities
and square footage of each space. You can
also view videos and browse photo galleries
to get the full perspective before making a
decision to book your event. The best part
is the website offers a free search service
that requires no fees or registration—and
there is no commission for using the site
or sending RFPs. You can browse without
commitment and request additional
information with the click of a button.

Get Connected:
U n i q u e Ve n u e s . c o m a n d U n i q u e Ve n u e s . c a
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USA
ARIZONA
❱ Thunderbird Executive Inn &
Conference Center // Glendale

uniquevenues.com/ThunderbirdExecutiveInn
University of Phoenix, Phoenix-Tempe // Tempe
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixTempe

ARKANSAS
❱ Arkansas 4-H Center // Little Rock
uniquevenues.com/arkansas4hcenter

Arkansas State University // State University
uniquevenues.com/ArkansasState

❱ Loyola Marymount University
// Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/LoyolaMarymount
❱ Occidental College // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/Occidental
Pali Mountain Retreat // Running Springs
uniquevenues.com/PaliMountain
Pepperdine University // Malibu
uniquevenues.com/Pepperdine

❱ Pickwick Gardens Conference
Center // Burbank
uniquevenues.com/Pickwick
❱ Pomona College // Claremont
uniquevenues.com/PomonaCollege

CALIFORNIA
❱ AMA San Francisco Conference
Center // San Francisco

❱ San Jose State University // San Jose
uniquevenues.com/sjsu

Bently Reserve // San Francisco
uniquevenues.com/BentlyReserve

❱ San Ramon Valley Conference
Center // San Ramon
uniquevenues.com/sanramonvalleycc

California State University - Bakersfield
// Bakersfield
uniquevenues.com/CSUBakersfield

❱ Santa Clara University
// Santa Clara
uniquevenues.com/SantaClaraUniv

❱ California State University
Channel Islands // Camarillo

❱ Simpson University // Redding
uniquevenues.com/SimpsonUniv

uniquevenues.com/amasanfrancisco

uniquevenues.com/calstatechannelislands

❱ California State University,
Northridge // Northridge
uniquevenues.com/CalStateNorthridge
❱ California State University,

Northridge - University Student
Union // Northridge
uniquevenues.com/CSUNUSU

Chapman University // Orange
uniquevenues.com/Chapman

❱ Sonoma State University
// Rohnert Park
uniquevenues.com/SonomaState
UCLA Lake Arrowhead Conference Center
// Lake Arrowhead
uniquevenues.com/UCLALakeArrowhead

❱ University of California, Davis
// Davis
uniquevenues.com/ucdavis

Dolce Hayes Mansion // San Jose
uniquevenues.com/hayesmansion

❱ University of California, Los
Angeles // Los Angeles
uniquevenues.com/ucla

❱ Edwards Irvine Spectrum 21
IMAX & RPX // Irvine
uniquevenues.com/EdwardsIrvine

❱ University of California,
Riverside // Riverside
uniquevenues.com/UCRiverside

❱ Edwards Mira Mesa Stadium 18
IMAX & RPX // San Diego
uniquevenues.com/EdwardsMiraMesa

University of California, Riverside - Palm Desert
Center // Palm Desert
uniquevenues.com/ucrpalmdesert

❱ Event Services at U.C. Berkeley
// Berkeley
uniquevenues.com/UCBerkeleyUnion

University of California, Santa Barbara
// Santa Barbara
uniquevenues.com/UCSB

❱ Fairplex Hotel & Conference
Center // Pomona
uniquevenues.com/FairplexConfCtr

University of Phoenix, Pasadena // Pasadena
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixPasadena

Humboldt State University // Arcata
uniquevenues.com/humboldtstate
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University of Phoenix, Sacramento
// Sacramento
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixSacramento

University of Phoenix, San Diego (Stonecrest)
// San Diego
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixStonecrest

❱ University of Redlands // Redlands
uniquevenues.com/UnivRedlands
❱ University of San Diego // San Diego
uniquevenues.com/USD
University Student Union, California State
University, Long Beach // Long Beach
uniquevenues.com/CSULB
Whittier College // Whittier
uniquevenues.com/WhittierCollege

COLORADO

4 Eagle Ranch // Wolcott
uniquevenues.com/4Eagle
Boettcher Mansion // Golden
uniquevenues.com/BoettcherMansion
Colorado Christian University // Lakewood
uniquevenues.com/CCU

❱ Colorado State University
// Fort Collins
uniquevenues.com/CSU
History Colorado Center // Denver
uniquevenues.com/ColoradoHistoryMuseum
Howl at the Moon // Denver
uniquevenues.com/HowlDenver

❱ Pueblo Community College // Pueblo
uniquevenues.com/pueblocc
The Manor House // Littleton
uniquevenues.com/TheManorHouseCO
University of Colorado Boulder // Boulder
uniquevenues.com/CU

❱ University of Colorado Colorado
Springs // Colorado Springs
uniquevenues.com/uccs
❱ University of Denver // Denver
uniquevenues.com/uofdenver
University of Phoenix, Denver (Lone Tree)
// Lone Tree
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixColorado

CONNECTICUT
❱ Southern Connecticut State
University // New Haven

uniquevenues.com/SouthernCT

Credit Union House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/CreditUnionHouse
District Architecture Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/DistrictArchitectureCenter
The Amber Room Colonnade // Danbury
uniquevenues.com/amberroom

❱ The Bushnell Center for the
Performing Arts // Hartford
uniquevenues.com/BushnellCenter
The Riverfront Boathouse // Hartford
uniquevenues.com/theboathouse
The Stafford Palace Theater // Stafford Springs
uniquevenues.com/StaffordPalace
Toyota Presents Oakdale Theatre // Wallingford
uniquevenues.com/OakdaleTheatre

❱ University of Hartford
// West Hartford
uniquevenues.com/UnivHartford
Yale University // New Haven
uniquevenues.com/yale

DELAWARE
❱ Chase Center on the Riverfront
// Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/ChaseCenter

Delaware Art Museum // Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/delawareartmuseum
Goodstay Mansion & Gardens
// Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/UDelWilmington

FHI360 Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AEDConferenceCenter
Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/HillCenter
Hillyer Art Space // Washington
uniquevenues.com/hillyerartspace
Josephine Butler Parks Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/josephinebutlercenter
Kaiser Permanente Center for Total Health //
Washington
uniquevenues.com/KaiserPermanente
McLean Gardens Ballroom // Washington
uniquevenues.com/McLeanGarden
National Cathedral School // Washington
uniquevenues.com/NationalCathedralSchool

❱ Nationals Park // Washington
uniquevenues.com/nationalspark
Partnership for Public Service Conference
Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/PartnershipConferenceCenter
President Lincoln’s Cottage // Washington
uniquevenues.com/PresidentLincolnsCottage

❱ University of Delaware

❱ Regal Gallery Place Stadium 14
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/RegalGalleryPl

// Newark
uniquevenues.com/UnivDelawareNewark

The Carriage House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/CarriageHouse

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

❱ The Catholic University of
America // Washington
uniquevenues.com/CUA

❱ 20 F Street NW Conference
Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/20fstreetcc

❱ The Loft at 600 F // Washington
uniquevenues.com/Loftat600F

Conference and Event Services

1331 G Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/1331gconferencecntr

❱ AMA Washington, DC Executive
Conference Center // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AMADC
❱ American University // Washington
uniquevenues.com/AmericanUniv
Artist’s Proof // Washington
uniquevenues.com/ArtistsProof

❱ Bobby McKey’s Dueling Piano
Bar // National Harbor-MD
uniquevenues.com/bobbymckeys

The National Archives Museum
// WashingtonDistrict of Columbia
uniquevenues.com/NationalArchives
The Warner Theatre // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WarnerTheatre
The Whittemore House // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WhittemoreHouse

❱ Trinity Washington University
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/trinitycenterdc

University of Phoenix, Washington DC Campus
// Washington
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixDC

❱ Venable Conference Center //
Washington
uniquevenues.com/Venable

FLORIDA

Adam W. Herbert University Center, University
of North Florida // Jacksonville
uniquevenues.com/univnoflorida

❱ Collaborative Labs at St.
Petersburg College // Largo
uniquevenues.com/collaborativelabs
❱ Florida Gulf Coast University
// Fort Myers
uniquevenues.com/floridagulfcoast
Florida Institute of Technology // Melbourne
uniquevenues.com/FloridaTech
Perez Art Museum Miami // Miami
uniquevenues.com/PerezMuseum

❱ Regal South Beach Stadium 18
// Miami
uniquevenues.com/RegalSoBeach
Royal Caribbean International // Miami
uniquevenues.com/royalcaribbean
Tallahassee Community College // Tallahassee
uniquevenues.com/TallahasseeCC

❱ University of Florida
Conference Services // Gainesville
uniquevenues.com/UnivFlorida
University of Miami Conference Housing
// Coral Gables
uniquevenues.com/UMiamiConfHousing
University of Phoenix, Tampa // Temple Terrace
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixTempleTerrace
University of South Florida-St. Petersburg
// St. Petersburg
uniquevenues.com/USFStPetersburg

GEORGIA
❱ AMA Atlanta Conference Center
// Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/amaatlanta

❱ Atlanta Metropolitan State
College // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/amsc
Brenau University // Gainesville
uniquevenues.com/brenau
Brunswick’s Marietta // Marietta
uniquevenues.com/BrunswicksMarietta
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Brunswick’s Norcross // Norcross
uniquevenues.com/BrunswicksNorcross
Conference Center @ GA Pedmont Tech
//Clarkston
uniquevenues.com/Piedmont Tech

Allerton Park & Retreat Center, University of
Illinois // Monticello
uniquevenues.com/AllertonParkRetreat
American Dental Association // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/AmericanDentalAssoc

❱ Emory University // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/EmoryUniv

Arrowhead Golf Club // Wheaton
uniquevenues.com/ArrowheadGolfClub

Forsyth Conference Center At Lanier Technical
College // Cumming
uniquevenues.com/LanierTech

Brunswick’s Buffalo Grove // Buffalo Grove
uniquevenues.com/BrunswicksBuffaloGrove

❱ Georgia Institute of Technology
// Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/georgiatech
Georgia International Horse Park // Conyers
uniquevenues.com/GAHorsePark

❱ Georgia Southern University
// Statesboro
uniquevenues.com/georgiasouthern

Chicago Botanic Garden // Glencoe
uniquevenues.com/ChicagoBotanicGarden

❱ Chicago Southland Convention
& Visitors Bureau // Lansing
uniquevenues.com/chicagosouthland
❱ Chicago’s North Shore

Convention and Visitor’s Bureau

// Skokie
uniquevenues.com/ChicagoNorthShoreCVB

❱ Georgia State University Housing
- Conference Services // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/GeorgiaState

❱ DePaul University - Loop
Campus // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/DePaulLoop

Newton Conference Center // Covington
uniquevenues.com/NewtonConfCtr

Elgin Community College // Elgin
uniquevenues.com/ElginCC

❱ Regal Atlantic Station Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/RegalAtlanticStation

❱ Illinois State University // Normal
uniquevenues.com/IllinoisState

❱ Regal Perimeter Pointe Stadium
10 // Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/RegalPerimeter
The Armstrong Center // Savannah
uniquevenues.com/armstrongcenter

❱ The Dennard Conference Center
// Atlanta
uniquevenues.com/ClevelandDennardCenter
❱ University of Georgia Hotel and
Conference Center // Athens
uniquevenues.com/ugcce
University of Phoenix, Atlanta // Sandy Springs
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixAtlanta

IDAHO

North Idaho College // Coeur d’Alene
uniquevenues.com/nic
University of Idaho - University Support
Services // Moscow
uniquevenues.com/UnivIdaho

ILLINOIS

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum
// Springfield
uniquevenues.com/LincolnLibrary
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❱ Illinois Wesleyan University
// Bloomington
uniquevenues.com/IllinoisWesleyan
Judson University // Elgin
uniquevenues.com/JudsonUniversity

❱ Lake Williamson Christian
Center // Carlinville
uniquevenues.com/LakeWilliamsonCenter
Lewis University // Romeoville
uniquevenues.com/LewisUniv

Navy Pier Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/NavyPier
North Central College // Naperville
uniquevenues.com/NCCollege
Northern Illinois University Conference Centers
// Naperville
uniquevenues.com/NIUConferenceCenters
Office Evolution // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/OfficeEvolution
OFFSITE Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/OffsiteChicago

❱ Regal Webster Place 11 // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/RegalWebster
Southern Illinois University Carbondale
// Carbondale
uniquevenues.com/siuc
St. John’s Catholic Newman Center // Champaign
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsNewmanCtr
The Field Museum // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/FieldMuseum

❱ The Student Life Center at EastWest University // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/SLC@EWU
The University of Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/UChicago
University Center of Lake County // Grayslake
uniquevenues.com/UCLC
University of Illinois at Chicago Event Spaces
// Chicago
uniquevenues.com/UICEvents

❱ University of Illinois

Conferences and Special Events

Lewis University - Oak Brook Campus
// Oak Brook
uniquevenues.com/LewisOakBrook

// Champaign
uniquevenues.com/uillinoisconferences

❱ Loyola University Chicago // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/loyolachicago

Wheaton College // Wheaton
uniquevenues.com/wheaton

Loyola University Chicago Retreat & Ecology
Campus // Woodstock
uniquevenues.com/LUCRetreatCenter

INDIANA
❱ Anderson University // Anderson

McCook Athletic & Exposition Center // McCook
uniquevenues.com/McCookCenter

❱ Ball State University // Muncie
uniquevenues.com/BallState

McHenry County College // Crystal Lake
uniquevenues.com/McHenryCC

❱ Museum of Science and
Industry // Chicago
uniquevenues.com/MSIChicago

uniquevenues.com/Anderson

Bethel College // Mishawaka
uniquevenues.com/BethelCollege
Earlham College - Runyan Center // Richmond
uniquevenues.com/Earlham

MARYLAND

Anne Arundel Community College // Arnold
uniquevenues.com/AnneArundel

❱ Manchester University
// North Manchester
uniquevenues.com/ManchesterCollege
Manchester University - Fort Wayne Campus
// Fort Wayne
uniquevenues.com/manchesterfortwayne
Notre Dame Conference Center and Morris Inn
// Notre Dame
uniquevenues.com/NotreDameConfCenter
Palais Royale at Morris Performing Arts Center
// South Bend
uniquevenues.com/PalaisRoyale2

Billingsley Manor // Upper Marlboro
uniquevenues.com/Billingsley
Brookside Gardens // Wheaton
uniquevenues.com/BrooksideGardens
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum // St. Michaels
uniquevenues.com/ChesapeakeBayMaritime

❱ Coppin State University // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/Coppin
❱ Elegant Settings of Maryland-

National Capital Park and
Planning Commission // Greenbelt

uniquevenues.com/elegantsettings

❱ Purdue University // West Lafayette
uniquevenues.com/Purdue

Frostburg State University // Frostburg
uniquevenues.com/Frostburg

❱ Taylor University // Upland
uniquevenues.com/TaylorU

Glenview Mansion & F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre
// Rockville
uniquevenues.com/GlenviewMansion

Tilson Conference Center // Greenwood
uniquevenues.com/TilsonConfCtr
Valparaiso University // Valparaiso
uniquevenues.com/Valparaiso

IOWA

Iowa State University // Ames
uniquevenues.com/IowaState
Simpson College - Conferences // Indianola
uniquevenues.com/SimpsonCollege
Sunstream Retreat Center // Ogden
uniquevenues.com/Sunstream

KENTUCKY

Buffalo Trace Distillery // Frankfort
uniquevenues.com/BuffaloTrace

❱ Northern Kentucky University
// Highland Heights
uniquevenues.com/NKU

LOUISIANA
❱ Tulane University // New Orleans
uniquevenues.com/Tulane

MAINE
❱ Bates College // Lewiston
uniquevenues.com/BatesCollege

❱ Colby College // Waterville
uniquevenues.com/ColbyCollege
Unity College // Unity
uniquevenues.com/UnityCollege
University of Maine // Orono
uniquevenues.com/UnivMaine

❱ Grand Historic Venue // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/GrandHistoricVenue
❱ Harbor East Events at Legg
Mason Tower // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/LeggMasonTower
Howl at the Moon // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/HowlattheMoonMD

❱ Johns Hopkins University
Conference Services // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/johnshopkins
❱ Loyola University Maryland
// Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/loyolamaryland
National 4-H Youth Conference Center
// Chevy Chase
uniquevenues.com/National4-H
Newton White Mansion // Mitcheville
uniquevenues.com/NewtonWhite
Notre Dame of Maryland University // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/NotreDame
Oxon Hill Manor // Oxon Hill
uniquevenues.com/OxonHill

Snow Hill Manor // Laurel
uniquevenues.com/SnowHill
The Fillmore Silver Spring // Silver Spring
uniquevenues.com/FillmoreSilverSpring

❱ Towson University Event &
Conference Services // Towson
uniquevenues.com/TowsonUniv
❱ Universities at Shady Grove
Conference Center // Rockville
uniquevenues.com/shadygrove
❱ University of Maryland
Baltimore County // Baltimore
uniquevenues.com/UMBC
❱ University of Maryland, College
Park // College Park
uniquevenues.com/umcollegepark
❱ Washington College // Chestertown
uniquevenues.com/washingtoncollege

MASSACHUSETTS
❱ Anna Maria College // Paxton
uniquevenues.com/AnnaMariaCollege

❱ Babson Executive Conference
Center // Babson Park (Wellesley)
uniquevenues.com/Babson
Boston College Connors Center // Dover
uniquevenues.com/BCConnorsCenter

❱ Boston University // Boston
uniquevenues.com/BostonUniv
❱ Curry College // Milton
uniquevenues.com/CurryCollege
❱ Fitchburg State College // Fitchburg
uniquevenues.com/Fitchburg
❱ Hampshire College // Amherst
uniquevenues.com/HampshireCollege
❱ Hotel UMass // Amherst
uniquevenues.com/UMassAmherst
❱ Massachusetts College of Art
and Design // Boston
uniquevenues.com/MCAD
Merrimack College // North Andover
uniquevenues.com/Merrimack

Prince George’s Ballroom // Landover
uniquevenues.com/PrinceGeorge

❱ Metro Meeting Centers - Boston
// Boston
uniquevenues.com/MetroMeetingBoston

❱ Redskins Special Events at
FedExField // Landover
uniquevenues.com/FedExField

❱ Misselwood Events at Endicott
College // Beverly
uniquevenues.com/Endicott

Rockwood Manor // Potomac
uniquevenues.com/RockwoodManor
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❱ Mount Holyoke College and

Willits-Hallowell Conference
Center // South Hadley

❱ Grand Valley State University
// Allendale
uniquevenues.com/grandvalleystate

❱ Nichols College // Dudley
uniquevenues.com/NicholsCollege

Gull Lake Ministries Conference Center
// Hickory Corners
uniquevenues.com/gulllake

Northern Essex Community College // Lawrence
uniquevenues.com/NECC

❱ Hope College // Holland
uniquevenues.com/HopeCollege

❱ Regal Fenway Stadium 13 &
RPX // Boston
uniquevenues.com/RegalFenway

Lost Valley Retreat Center // Gaylord
uniquevenues.com/LVRetreat

❱ University of St. Thomas,
Minneapolis & St. Paul // Minneapolis
uniquevenues.com/StThomasMinn

❱ Michigan State University
// East Lansing
uniquevenues.com/MichiganState

Winona State University // Winona
uniquevenues.com/WSU

uniquevenues.com/mountholyoke

Simmons College // Boston
uniquevenues.com/SimmonsCollege
Spirit Fire Retreat Center // Leyden
uniquevenues.com/SpiritFire

❱ Springfield College // Springfield
uniquevenues.com/springfield
❱ Stonehill College Conference &
Event Services // Easton
uniquevenues.com/Stonehill

Oakland University - Oakland Center
// Rochester
uniquevenues.com/OaklandCenter
Saginaw Valley State University // University Center
uniquevenues.com/SVSU

❱ University of Minnesota

Conference and Event Services
// Minneapolis
uniquevenues.com/UnivMinnesota

MISSOURI

Charles F. Knight Executive Education &
Conference Center // St. Louis
uniquevenues.com/KnightCenter
Eagle Rock Retreat Center // Eagle Rock
uniquevenues.com/EagleRockRetreatCtr

VisTaTech Center at Schoolcraft College
// Livonia
uniquevenues.com/vistatechcenter

Evangel University // Springfield
uniquevenues.com/EvangelUniv

Washtenaw Community College // Ann Arbor
uniquevenues.com/WCC

Missouri State University // Springfield
uniquevenues.com/MissouriState

❱ The Conference Center at
Waltham Woods // Waltham
uniquevenues.com/walthamwoods

Western Michigan University - Bernhard Center
// Kalamazoo
uniquevenues.com/WesternMichiganUniv

University of Central Missouri // Warrensburg
uniquevenues.com/UCMO

The Joseph B. Martin Conference Center at
Harvard Medical School // Boston
uniquevenues.com/harvardmedicalconferencecenter

❱Ypsilanti Area Convention &
Visitors Bureau // Ypsilanti
uniquevenues.com/YpsilantiCVB

❱ Tufts University // Medford
uniquevenues.com/Tufts

MINNESOTA
❱ Earle Brown Heritage Center

❱ The Conference Center at
Bentley // Waltham
uniquevenues.com/ConferenceCtrBentley

❱ University of Massachusetts
Lowell // Lowell
uniquevenues.com/UMassLowell
Wylie Inn and Conference Center at Endicott
College // Beverly
uniquevenues.com/WylieInn

MICHIGAN

// Brooklyn Center
uniquevenues.com/EarleBrownCenter
Macalester College // Saint Paul
uniquevenues.com/Macalester

❱ McNamara Alumni Center
// Minneapolis
uniquevenues.com/mcnamara

Washington University Medical Center Eric P
Newman Education Center // St. Louis
uniquevenues.com/EPNEC

MONTANA

Spruce Lodge // Lakeside
uniquevenues.com/SpruceLodge

❱ University of Montana
// Missoula
uniquevenues.com/universityofmontana

NEBRASKA
❱ Lied Lodge & Conference Center
// Nebraska City
uniquevenues.com/liedlodge

Calvin College // Grand Rapids
uniquevenues.com/calvincollege

Oak Ridge Hotel & Conference Center // Chaska
uniquevenues.com/OakRidge

❱ University of Nebraska // Lincoln
uniquevenues.com/UnivNebraska

❱ Central Michigan University
// Mount Pleasant
uniquevenues.com/CMU

Saint Paul Athletic Club // St. Paul
uniquevenues.com/stpaulathleticclub

NEVADA

Colombiere Conference & Retreat Center
// Clarkston
uniquevenues.com/ColombiereCtr
Faholo // Grass Lake
uniquevenues.com/Faholo
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Shire in the Woods // McGrath
uniquevenues.com/ShireWoods
St. Catherine University // St. Paul
uniquevenues.com/StCatherineUniv
University Club of St. Paul // Saint Paul
uniquevenues.com/univclubstpaul

MEET Las Vegas // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/MeetLasVegas

❱ Springs Preserve // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/SpringsPreserve
Temple Sinai Event Center // Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/TempleSinai

❱ University of Nevada, Las Vegas
// Las Vegas
uniquevenues.com/UNLV

Rutgers University Inn & Conference Center
// New Brunswick
uniquevenues.com/RutgersCSCC

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Canobie Lake Park // Salem
uniquevenues.com/canobielakepark

❱ Keene State College // Keene
uniquevenues.com/KeeneState
❱ Saint Anselm College // Manchester
uniquevenues.com/saintanselmcollege
❱ Southern New Hampshire
University // Manchester
uniquevenues.com/SNHU
❱ University of New Hampshire
Conferences and Catering // Durham
uniquevenues.com/UnivNewHampshire

NEW JERSEY
❱ Bloomfield College // Bloomfield

uniquevenues.com/BloomfieldCollege

College of Saint Elizabeth // Morristown
uniquevenues.com/CollegeStElizabeth

❱ Conference & Event Services at
Rowan University // Glassboro
uniquevenues.com/Rowan
❱ Conference Center at RWJ
Hamilton // Mercerville
uniquevenues.com/RWJHamilton
❱ Drew University // Madison
uniquevenues.com/DrewUniv
❱ Georgian Court University
// Lakewood
uniquevenues.com/GeorgianCourt
Grounds For Sculpture // Hamilton
uniquevenues.com/GroundsforSculpture
Ibis Venue Center // Hamilton
uniquevenues.com/Ibis

❱ iPlay America’s Event Center
// Freehold
uniquevenues.com/iplay
❱ Kean University Conference &
Event Services // Union
uniquevenues.com/keanuniversity

Saint Peter’s University // Jersey City
uniquevenues.com/SaintPetersUniv
Seton Hall University School of Law // Newark
uniquevenues.com/setonhall
The College of New Jersey // Ewing
uniquevenues.com/collegeofnewjersey

❱ The Conference Center at
Montclair State University //
Montclair
uniquevenues.com/MontclairStateConfCtr

NEW MEXICO

St. John’s College // Santa Fe
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsNM
Truchas Peaks Place // Truchas
uniquevenues.com/TruchasPeaksPlace

❱ University of New Mexico
// Albuquerque
uniquevenues.com/UNM

Hofstra University // Hempstead
uniquevenues.com/Hofstra
Hornblower Cruises & Events // New York
uniquevenues.com/HornblowerNY

❱ Iona College // New Rochelle
uniquevenues.com/ionacollege
Ithaca College // Ithaca
uniquevenues.com/Ithaca
Keuka College // Keuka Park
uniquevenues.com/Keuka
LaGuardia Community College // Long Island City
uniquevenues.com/LaGuardiaCC

❱ Manhattan College // Riverdale
uniquevenues.com/ManhattanCollege
Manhattan Penthouse and Alger House // New York
uniquevenues.com/GreenMansions
Nyack College // Nyack
uniquevenues.com/Nyack
Nyack College in Manhattan // New York
uniquevenues.com/Nyack2NYC

NEW YORK
❱ 19th Avenue Stage // Astoria

❱ NYIT Auditorium On
Broadway // New York
uniquevenues.com/NYITAuditorium

❱ 3 West Club // New York
uniquevenues.com/3West

NYU Wasserman Center for Career
Development // New York
uniquevenues.com/NYUWasserman

uniquevenues.com/19thAveStage

❱ 353 West NYC // New York
uniquevenues.com/353west
❱ Adelphi University // Garden City
uniquevenues.com/Adelphi
❱ AMA New York Conference
Center // New York
uniquevenues.com/amanewyork
Carnegie Hall // New York
uniquevenues.com/CarnegieHall
Center for Automotive Education & Training
// Queens
uniquevenues.com/AutoEdCenter

❱ Clarkson University // Potsdam
uniquevenues.com/ClarksonUniv
❱ Convene at 101 Park Ave
// New York
uniquevenues.com/Conveneat101

OFFSITE // New York
uniquevenues.com/offsite

❱ Pace University Conferences
and Event Planning // New York
uniquevenues.com/PaceUniv
❱ Paul Smith’s College // Paul Smiths
uniquevenues.com/PaulSmithsCollege
❱ Purchase College, State
University of New York // Purchase
uniquevenues.com/PurchaseCollege
❱ Regal Battery Park Stadium 11
// New York
uniquevenues.com/RegalBatteryPark
❱ Regal E-Walk Stadium 13 &
RPX // New York
uniquevenues.com/RegalEWalkStadium

Luciano Conference Center at Cumberland
County College // Vineland
uniquevenues.com/CumberlandCC

❱ Convene at 32 Old Slip // New York
uniquevenues.com/conveneat32

❱ Regal Union Square Stadium
14 // New York
uniquevenues.com/RegalUnionSquare

Raritan Valley Community College // Somerville
uniquevenues.com/RaritanValleyCC

Ethical Culture Fieldston School // New York
uniquevenues.com/FieldstonSchool

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute // Troy
uniquevenues.com/RPI

❱ Rutgers University - Student
Centers // New Brunswick
uniquevenues.com/RutgersStudentCenters

❱ Glen Cove Mansion Hotel and
Conference Center // Glen Cove
uniquevenues.com/GlenCove
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Rubin Museum of Art (RMA) // New York
uniquevenues.com/RubinMuseum

❱ Queens University // Charlotte
uniquevenues.com/QueensUnivNC

❱ Silver Bay YMCA Conference

University of North Carolina at Charlotte
// Charlotte
uniquevenues.com/unccharlotte

and Family Retreat Center

// Silver Bay
uniquevenues.com/SilverBayYMCA

Spillian A Place to Revel // Fleischmanns
uniquevenues.com/Spillian
St. John's University - Manhattan // New York
uniquevenues.com/stjohnsmanhattan

❱ St. John’s University - Queen’s
// Queens
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsQueens
St. John’s University - Staten Island
// Staten Island
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsStatenIsland
St. John’s University, Oakdale // Oakdale
uniquevenues.com/StJohnsOakdale

❱ Stony Brook University
// Stony Brook
uniquevenues.com/StonyBrookUniv

University of North Carolina at Wilmington
// Wilmington
uniquevenues.com/UNCWilmington

❱ Wake Forest University
// Winston-Salem
uniquevenues.com/WakeForest
❱ Western Carolina University
// Cullowhee
uniquevenues.com/WCU

OHIO

Arden Shisler Conference Center // Wooster
uniquevenues.com/ShislerConfCtr

❱ Bowling Green State University
// Bowling Green
uniquevenues.com/BowlingGreen

❱ University of Central Oklahoma
// Edmond
uniquevenues.com/UnivCentralOk

OREGON

Lewis & Clark // Portland
uniquevenues.com/lewisandclark
Oregon State University Conference Center
// Corvallis
uniquevenues.com/OregonState

❱ Regal Lloyd Center 10 & IMAX
// Portland
uniquevenues.com/RegalLloyd
Salem Conference Center // Salem
uniquevenues.com/salemconferencecenter

❱ University of Oregon // Eugene
uniquevenues.com/univoregon

SUNY Maritime College // Bronx
uniquevenues.com/SUNYMaritime

❱ Columbus State Conference
Center // Columbus
uniquevenues.com/ColumbusStateConfCtr

❱ The College at Brockport // Brockport
uniquevenues.com/Brockport

COSI Columbus // Columbus
uniquevenues.com/COSI

The Cooper Union // New York
uniquevenues.com/CooperUnion

Denison University // Granville
uniquevenues.com/Denison

The Graduate Center // New York
uniquevenues.com/GraduateCenter

❱ Kenyon College // Gambier
uniquevenues.com/KenyonCollege

California University of Pennsylvania
// California
uniquevenues.com/CalU

The New York Botanical Garden // Bronx
uniquevenues.com/NYBotanicalGarden

Malone University // Canton
uniquevenues.com/MaloneUniv

Carnegie Mellon University // Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/CarnegieMellon

The Paley Center For Media // New York
uniquevenues.com/PaleyCenter

❱ Miami University-Conference
Services // Oxford
uniquevenues.com/MUOhio

❱ Conference Center at Penn
State Great Valley // Malvern
uniquevenues.com/PSUGreatValley

❱ Mount Vernon Nazarene
University // Mount Vernon
uniquevenues.com/MVNU

Drexel University // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/Drexel

Transfiguration Monastery // South Windsor
uniquevenues.com/TransfigurationMonastery

❱ Utica College // Utica
uniquevenues.com/Utica

NORTH CAROLINA
❱ Graylyn International
Conference Center // Winston-Salem

uniquevenues.com/Graylyn

Lenoir-Rhyne University // Hickory
uniquevenues.com/LenoirRhyne

❱ Lutheridge Conference &
Retreat Center // Arden
uniquevenues.com/Lutheridge
Lutherock // Newland
uniquevenues.com/Lutherock

❱ Ohio University // Athens
uniquevenues.com/OhioUniv
❱ The Marcum Hotel &
Conference Center // Oxford
uniquevenues.com/TheMarcum
❱ Tinkham Veale University
Center // Cleveland
uniquevenues.com/tinkhamvealecenter

OKLAHOMA
❱ Oral Roberts University // Tulsa
uniquevenues.com/ORU
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PENNSYLVANIA

Albright College Conference & Event Services
// Reading
uniquevenues.com/AlbrightCollege
Allegheny College // Meadville/Erie
uniquevenues.com/Allegheny

❱ Eastern University Conferences
// St. Davids
uniquevenues.com/EasternUniv
Elizabethtown College // Elizabethtown
uniquevenues.com/ElizabethtownCollege

❱ Gettysburg College // Gettysburg
uniquevenues.com/Gettysburg
❱ Indiana University of
Pennsylvania // Indiana
uniquevenues.com/IUP
❱ Lancaster Bible College
// Lancaster
uniquevenues.com/LBC

University of Phoenix, Philadelphia //
Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixCenterCity

❱ The Millennium Conference
Centre // Johnson City
uniquevenues.com/millenniumconferencecentre

❱ Lehigh University // Bethlehem
uniquevenues.com/Lehigh

❱ University of Pittsburgh at
Johnstown // Johnstown
uniquevenues.com/upj

❱ The University of Tennessee
// Knoxville
uniquevenues.com/UnivTennessee

❱ Marywood University // Scranton
uniquevenues.com/Marywood

❱ University of Scranton // Scranton
uniquevenues.com/universityscranton

❱ Vanderbilt University // Nashville
uniquevenues.com/Vanderbilt

Messiah College // Grantham
uniquevenues.com/MessiahCollege

❱ Villanova University
Conference Center // Radnor
uniquevenues.com/VillanovaConfCenter

TEXAS
❱ Circuit of the Americas // Austin

Miller Symphony Hall // Allentown
uniquevenues.com/MillerSymphonyHall

❱ Millersville University of
Pennsylvania // Millersville
uniquevenues.com/Millersville
Muhlenberg College // Allentown
uniquevenues.com/muhlenbergcollege
Nittany Lion Inn // State College
uniquevenues.com/NittanyLionInn
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts
// Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/pafa
Philadelphia Museum of Art // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/PhiladelphiaMuseumArt
Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens
// Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/PhippsConservatory
PNC Park // Pittsburgh
uniquevenues.com/pncpark

❱ Villanova University
Conferences // Villanova
uniquevenues.com/VillanovaUniv
Washington & Jefferson College // Washington
uniquevenues.com/WashingtonJefferson

❱ West Chester University of
Pennsylvania // West Chester
uniquevenues.com/westchester

Rhode Island School Of Design // Providence
uniquevenues.com/RISD

San Antonio Meeting Center // San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/SanAntonioMeetingCenter

❱ Salve Regina University // Newport
uniquevenues.com/SalveRegina

❱ Texas Tech University // Lubbock
uniquevenues.com/TexasTech

SOUTH CAROLINA
❱ Furman University Summer
Programs - Adults & Youth
Welcome! // Greenville

The University of Texas at Dallas // Richardson
uniquevenues.com/univtexasdallas

❱ University of South Carolina,

❱ University of Houston // Houston
uniquevenues.com/UnivHoustonConfServ

// Columbia
uniquevenues.com/UnivSoCarolina

❱ The Franklin Institute // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/FranklinInst
❱ The Penn Stater Conference
Center Hotel // University Park
uniquevenues.com/PennStater
❱ University of Pennsylvania Perelman Quadrangle // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/PerelmanQuad

❱ Dallas Museum of Art // Dallas
uniquevenues.com/dallasmuseumofart

uniquevenues.com/Bryant

❱ Slippery Rock University
// Slippery Rock
uniquevenues.com/SlipperyRockUniv

The Barnes Foundation // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/BarnesFoundation

❱ Cooper Hotel, Conference
Center // Dallas
uniquevenues.com/CooperGuestLodge

❱ Edwards Houston Marq’e
Stadium 23 & IMAX // Houston
uniquevenues.com/EdwardsHouston

uniquevenues.com/furman

❱ Temple University // Philadelphia
uniquevenues.com/TempleUniv

❱ Concordia University Texas
// Austin
uniquevenues.com/concordiatexas

RHODE ISLAND
❱ Bryant University // Smithfield

❱ Regal King of Prussia Stadium
16 IMAX & RPX // King of Prussia
uniquevenues.com/RegalKingPrussia

Spruce Lake Retreat // Canadensis
uniquevenues.com/SpruceLakeRetreat

uniquevenues.com/COTA

Conference and Event Services

❱ Younts Conference Center at
Furman University // Greenville
uniquevenues.com/Younts

TENNESSEE

❱ Trinity University // San Antonio
uniquevenues.com/trinityuniversity

University of Phoenix, Dallas // Dallas
uniquevenues.com/UPhoenixDallas

UTAH
❱ Dixie Center at St. George

// St. George
uniquevenues.com/dixiecenter

East Tennessee State University // Johnson City
uniquevenues.com/ETSU

❱ Miller Conference Center at

Elvis Presley’s Graceland // Memphis
uniquevenues.com/Graceland

// Sandy
uniquevenues.com/MillerConfCenter

Fogelman Executive Conference Center
// Memphis
uniquevenues.com/Fogelman

The Depot // Salt Lake City
uniquevenues.com/TheDepot

Maryville College // Maryville
uniquevenues.com/Maryville

❱ Regal Hollywood Stadium 27 &
RPX // Nashville
uniquevenues.com/RegalHollywood

Salt Lake Community College

The Tower at Rice-Eccles // Salt Lake City
uniquevenues.com/TowerRiceEccles
University Inn & Conference Center // Logan
uniquevenues.com/utahstate
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❱ University of Utah // Salt Lake City
uniquevenues.com/UnivUtah
Weber State University // Ogden
uniquevenues.com/WeberState

VERMONT
❱ Champlain College // Burlington
uniquevenues.com/champlain

❱ The University of Vermont
// Burlington
uniquevenues.com/UVM

VIRGINIA
❱ AMA’s Washington Area
Executive Conference Center at
Arlington Virginia // Arlington

uniquevenues.com/amaarlington

❱ Carter Hall Conference Center
// Millwood
uniquevenues.com/carterhall
CEB Waterview Conference Center // Arlington
uniquevenues.com/Waterview
Collingwood Library & Museum // Alexandria
uniquevenues.com/Collingwood

❱ Convene at 1800 Tysons Blvd
// McLean
uniquevenues.com/Conveneat1800
Eastern Mennonite University // Harrisonburg
uniquevenues.com/EMU
Green Acres // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/GreenAcres
Historic Blenheim // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/historicblenheim

❱ Historic Rosemont Manor
// Berryville
uniquevenues.com/RosemontManor
Intellectual Point // Reston
uniquevenues.com/IntellectualPoint
James Madison University // Harrisonburg
uniquevenues.com/JMU

❱ Longwood University // Farmville
uniquevenues.com/Longwood
❱ Old Dominion University // Norfolk
uniquevenues.com/OldDominion
Old Town Hall // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/oldtownhall
Radford University // Radford
uniquevenues.com/Radford
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❱ Regal Ballston Common
Stadium 12 // Arlington
uniquevenues.com/RegalBallston
Richmond Raceway Complex // Richmond
uniquevenues.com/RichmondRaceway

❱ SMSC Retreat and Conference
Center // Front Royal
uniquevenues.com/SMSCCenter

North Shore Country Club // Mequon
uniquevenues.com/NSCountryClub
Silver Lake College of the Holy Family // Manitowoc
uniquevenues.com/silverlakecollege

The College of William and Mary // Williamsburg
uniquevenues.com/WilliamandMary

Stout’s Island Lodge // Birchwood
uniquevenues.com/stoutsisland

The Stacy C. Sherwood Center // Fairfax
uniquevenues.com/thesherwood

WYOMING
❱ University of Wyoming
Conference Center // Laramie

The State Theatre // Falls Church
uniquevenues.com/StateTheatre
Virginia Commonwealth University // Richmond
uniquevenues.com/VCU
Virginia Tech // Blacksburg
uniquevenues.com/VirginiaTech
Virginia Tech Executive Briefing Center
// Arlington
uniquevenues.com/VATechResearchCtr

WASHINGTON

Camp Berachah Conference & Retreat Center
// Auburn
uniquevenues.com/CampBerachah
Melrose Market Studios // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/MelroseMarket

❱ Pacific Lutheran University
// Tacoma
uniquevenues.com/PacificLutheran
❱ Regal Meridian 16 // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/RegalMeridian16
❱ Seattle University // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/SeattleUniv
❱ University of Puget Sound
// Tacoma
uniquevenues.com/UnivPugetSound
❱ University of Washington // Seattle
uniquevenues.com/UnivWashington

WISCONSIN

Carroll University // Waukesha
uniquevenues.com/CarrollUniv
George Williams College of Aurora University
// Williams Bay
uniquevenues.com/GeorgeWilliams
Initiative’s Retreat // Green Bay
uniquevenues.com/InitiativesRetreat
Marquette University Conference Services
// Milwaukee
uniquevenues.com/Marquette

uniquevenues.com/uwyomingconferencectr

OVER 300 GLOBAL
PORTS OF CALL
Royal Caribbean Adventure of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/adventureoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Allure of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/AllureoftheSeas
Royal Caribbean Brilliance of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/brillianceoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Enchantment of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/enchantmentoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Explorer of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/exploreroftheseas
Royal Caribbean Freedom of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/Freedomofhe Seas
Royal Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/grandeuroftheseas
Royal Caribbean Independence of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/independenceoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Jewel of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/jeweloftheseas
Royal Caribbean Legend of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/legendoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Liberty of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/libertyoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Majesty of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/majestyoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Mariner of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/marineroftheseas
Royal Caribbean Monarch of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/monarchoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Navigator of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/navigatoroftheseas
Royal Caribbean Oasis of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/oasisoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Radiance of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/radianceoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Rhapsody of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/rhapsodyoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Serenade of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/serenadeoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Splendour of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/splendouroftheseas
Royal Caribbean Vision of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/visionoftheseas
Royal Caribbean Voyager of the Seas
uniquevenues.com/voyageroftheseas

CANADA

Manhattan College offers housing,
classroom and meeting spaces,
dining and catering on a hilltop campus
easily accessible from New York City.

ALBERTA

Arts Commons // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/ArtsCommons

❱ Cineplex Alberta
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexAlberta
Cineplex Odeon Eau Claire Market Cinemas
// Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexEauClaire
Cineplex Odeon South Edmonton
// Edmonton
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonSouthEdmonton

Call: 718-862-7415

manhattan.edu/ConferenceServices

CONFERENCES & EVENTS SERVICES
PAC I F I C LU T H ER A N U N I V ER S I T Y, TACO M A , WA

Cineplex Odeon Sunridge Spectrum Cinemas
// Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonSunridge

LE T U S TA K E C A R E O F T H E

Cineplex Odeon Windemere & VIP Cinemas
// Edmonton
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonWindemere

CHECK OUT OUR

Headspace // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/headspace
MacEwan University // Edmonton
uniquevenues.ca/MacEwanUniv
Metropolitan Centre // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/MetropolitanCentre
Moonlight Bay Centre // Edmonton
uniquevenues.ca/MoonlightBay
Mount Royal University Events and Conference
Services // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/MRUECS

Whether you are planning an athletic competition or a major
conference, we offer the spaces, services and experiences
guaranteed to make your next event a success:
• Technology
• On-Site Catering
• Indoor & Outdoor
Athletic Facilities

Scotiabank Theatre Chinook // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexChinook

University of Alberta Conference Centre
// Edmonton
uniquevenues.ca/UAlberta

• Overnight Lodging
for 1 to 1,200
• Custom Packages

A COZY PLACE TO

Red Deer College // Red Deer
uniquevenues.ca/RedDeerCollege

The Kahanoff Conference Centre // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/Kahanoff

• Campus Restaurants
• Conference Team
• Competitive Pricing

Advertising Services
• Design & Print
• Video Recordings
• Free Advertising on
Campus Calendar

On-Site Services
• Multimedia Packages
• Free Wifi
• Stage Lighting
• Parking: FREE and
Plentiful
• Concierge Services

• Apartment-Style
Lodging
• Traditional Style
Residence-Hall Rooms
• Flexible Length Stays

SPORTS & ARTS

University of Calgary // Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/UnivCalgary
University of Calgary Downtown Campus
// Calgary
uniquevenues.ca/UCalgaryDowntown

BRITISH COLUMBIA

253-535-7670

plu.edu/conferences

Anvil Centre // New Westminster
uniquevenues.ca/AnvilCentre
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Bethlehem Retreat Centre // Nanaimo
uniquevenues.ca/BethlehemRetreat

The University of Winnipeg // Winnipeg
uniquevenues.ca/UnivWinnipeg

Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art
// Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/BillReidGallery

University of Manitoba Conference & Catering
Services // Winnipeg
uniquevenues.ca/UnivManitoba

❱ Cineplex British Columbia
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexBritishColumbia

NEW BRUNSWICK

Deeley Motorcycle Exhibition // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/deeleymotorcycleexhibition
Emerald Lake Lodge // Field
uniquevenues.ca/EmeraldLake

❱ Hatley Castle at Royal Roads
University // Victoria
uniquevenues.ca/RoyalRoads
Pacific National Exhibition // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/PNEBC
Painted Boat Resort // Madeira Park
uniquevenues.ca/PaintedBoat
PAL Studio Theatre // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/PALStudio
Residence & Conference Centre - Kamloops
// Kamloops
uniquevenues.ca/ThompsonRiversKamloops

Cineplex Cinemas - Dieppe // Moncton
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMoncton

❱ University of New Brunswick
// Fredericton
uniquevenues.ca/UNB

NEWFOUNDLAND

Memorial University of Newfoundland - St John’s
Campus // St. John’s
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUnivStJohns
Memorial University, Grenfell Campus
// Corner Brook
uniquevenues.ca/MemorialUniv

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
❱ Northwest
Territories Tourism // Yellowknife
uniquevenues.ca/NWTTourism

NOVA SCOTIA

Robert H Lee Alumni Centre UBC // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/LeeAlumniCentre

Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21
// Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/CaMuseumImmigration

Royal BC Museum // Victoria
uniquevenues.ca/RoyalBCMuseum

Cineplex - Bayers Lake // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexHalifax

Scotiabank Theatre Vancouver // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/ScotiabankVancouver

❱ Dalhousie University // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/Dalhousie

❱ Simon Fraser University
// Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/MorrisWosk

Mount Saint Vincent University // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/MSVU

❱ Simon Fraser University Burnaby // Burnaby
uniquevenues.ca/SimonFraser
❱ University of British Columbia Vancouver // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/UBC
Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre
// Vancouver
Uniquevenues.ca/VancouverAquarium
Vancouver Art Gallery // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverArtGallery
Vancouver Lookout // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/VancouverLookout
Waterview // Vancouver
uniquevenues.ca/WaterviewBC

MANITOBA

Cineplex Odeon McGillivray & VIP // Winnipeg
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMcGillivray
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Saint Mary’s University // Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/SaintMarysUniversity

❱ University of King’s College
// Halifax
uniquevenues.ca/UnivKingsCollege

ONTARIO

Algoma University // Sault Ste Marie
uniquevenues.ca/algomauniversity
Brescia University College // London
uniquevenues.ca/BresciaUniv
Brock University // St. Catharines
uniquevenues.ca/Brock
Canadian Management Centre // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/CMC

❱ Carleton University Conference
Services // Ottawa
uniquevenues.ca/CarletonUniv

❱ CINEPLEX Groups & Events
// Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/Cineplex
Cineplex Odeon Queensway Cinemas // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonQueensway
Cineplex Odeon Varsity Cinemas & VIP
// Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonVarsity
Cineplex Odeon, Yonge and Dundas // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexOdeonYongeDundas

❱ Fanshawe College Conference
Services // London
uniquevenues.ca/fanshawecollege
❱ Georgian Conference and Event
Services // Barrie
uniquevenues.ca/GeorgianConferenceServices
Glendon College // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/Glendon

❱ Humber Accommodations &
Conference Services // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/Humber
Ivey Tangerine Leadership Centre // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/iveying
Nipissing University Residence and Conference
Services // North Bay
uniquevenues.ca/Nipissing
Residence & Conference Centre - Hamilton
// Hamilton
uniquevenues.ca/MohawkHamilton
Residence & Conference Centre - Niagara-onthe-Lake // Niagara on the Lake
uniquevenues.ca/NiagaraNOTL
Residence & Conference Centre - Oakville
// Oakville
uniquevenues.ca/SheridanOakville

❱ Residence & Conference Centre Oshawa // Oshawa
uniquevenues.ca/DurhamCollege
Residence & Conference Centre - St. Clair
College // Windsor
uniquevenues.ca/rccstclaircollege
Residence & Conference Centre - Toronto
// Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/SenecaNewnham

❱ Ryerson Conference Services
and Lodging // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/Ryerson
Scotiabank Theatre Toronto // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/ScotiabankToronto

Silvercity Yorkdale Cinemas // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/SilvercityYorkdale
Sleepy Hollow Country Club // Stouffville
uniquevenues.ca/SleepyHollow
St. Andrew’s Club & Conference Centre
// Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/standrewsclub
The Second City Toronto // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/secondcitytoronto
TMX Broadcast Centre // Toronto
uniquevenues.ca/TMXBroadcast

❱ Trent University // Peterborough
uniquevenues.ca/TrentUniv
❱ Université d’Ottawa/University
of Ottawa // Ottawa
uniquevenues.ca/UnivOttawa
❱ University of Toronto at
Scarborough // Scarborough
uniquevenues.ca/utorontoscarborough
❱ University of Toronto
Mississauga // Mississauga
uniquevenues.ca/UToronto
❱ Western University // London
uniquevenues.ca/uwesternontario

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
University of Prince Edward Island
// Charlottetown
uniquevenues.ca/UPEI

QUEBEC
❱ Bishop’s University // Sherbrooke

free site search service

uniquevenues.ca/BishopsUniversity
Centre Mont-Royal // Montreal
uniquevenues.ca/CentreMont-Royal

Scotiabank Theatre Montreal // Montreal
uniquevenues.ca/CineplexMontreal
Sherbrooke Exhibition Centre // Sherbrooke
uniquevenues.ca/DestinationSherbrooke

SASKATCHEWAN

Galaxy Cinemas Regina // Regina
uniquevenues.ca/GalaxyRegina
Galaxy Cinemas Saskatoon // Saskatoon
uniquevenues.ca/GalaxyCinemas

uniquevenues.com

Hatchet Lake Lodge // Saskatoon
uniquevenues.ca/HatchetLake
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PERSON OF INTEREST
BY S ELEN A FR AGA S S I

The ANCHOR

In 20-plus years of leading corporate and incentive
sales for the cruise industry, Lori Cassidy has helped
planners get on board with booking programs at sea.
Lori Cassidy was always planning for a career in travel. In college she was
a foreign language major and received her hospitality certification at the Wilma
Boyd Career School before finding her first job with an airline in New York and
later with a leisure travel agency. Yet it wasn’t until she attended a conference
called Cruise-A-Thon that she really found her calling. “I felt an immediate
connection,” she admits, “and realized I had to be in this industry.”

Since, Cassidy has steered sales efforts at several different cruise lines, including 15 years
with Carnival and 7 years with Royal Caribbean where she has brought about a sea of
change for planners considering bigger options. “Cruises weren’t always a popular choice
for conducting a meeting/event at sea … but we have been able to build a grassroots approach of informing one planner at a time,” she says. “Once they see the product, they
understand it.”
Unique Venues: How have cruise ships
changed since you began?
Lori Cassidy: “Perceptions are changing.
People probably remember the ‘Love Boat’
or the old Queen Elizabeth 2 when there
were very few options and limitations.
Today it’s a compete 180 of that. It’s all
about choices, options and flexibility, and
the hardware is just spectacular. We’re
coming out with more purposely-built
conference center spaces and more dining
options.”
UV: What strategies have you used to
change perspectives or build awareness?
LC: “We try to be very involved in the
meeting planning industry associations
like MPI and SITE. We also try to engage
in some of the vertical markets, which have
a high propensity to do incentive programs
and conferences. We also conduct a lot of
what we call ‘corporate symposiums at sea’
and lunch-and-learns to educate planners
about the brand and conducting events at
sea. We try to get them to ‘think outside the
ballroom.’ … The great thing is we’ve had
year-over-year consecutive growth, which
means whatever we are doing is working.”
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LORI CASSIDY

Director, Global Corporate,
Incentive & Charter Sales, Royal
Caribbean International

UV: Is there anything you personally
implemented in this process that you are
proud of?
LC: “We’ve always had a travel agent guide
that has anything consumers ever wanted
to know about booking a cruise, so what
I helped to do is create a meeting planner
version of that. It’s the bible for meeting
planners interested in putting together an
event on board a ship. I also initiated the
Royal Incentive Rewards Program, which
is our individual incentive cruise certificate program.”
UV: Do you have tips for planners who
might be interested in taking the next step?
LC: “Every cruise line has a different set of
specs and capabilities, so planners really
need to do their homework to make sure
they’re matching the right product to the
right audience and their expectations. Just
like there are different categories of hotels,
there are different categories of cruise lines
all offering different experiences.”
G E T CO N N EC T ED
Royal Caribbean International
UniqueVenues.com/royalcaribbean
(800) 762.0458

CREATING
EVENTS
TOGETHER

Conference &
Special Events
Center
2200 Mansfield Street
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
514 844-2000
1 866 844-2200

centremontroyal.com

Springfield College is the ideal
location for your summer camp.
We are versatile in meeting the needs of camping staffs and campers alike. From residential to day,
we will help you create a camp experience that is enjoyable and enriching for each one of your campers.

We provide:
• State of the art,
award-winning facilities
• Affordable accommodations
• Flexibility
• First-rate food service that
can accomodate food allergies
and sensitivities
• Skilled and courteous
staff members who will
help you achieve success
Situated on 114 beautifully
landscaped acres on Lake Massasoit,
Springfield College is ideal for the
ultimate summer camp experience.
We are pedestrian friendly,
with housing, dining and athletic
facilities all in close proximity.
Call us today.

Meetings t Events t Retreats t Conferences t Camps

Office of Conferences and Special Events, 263 Alden Street, Springfield, Massachusetts 01109
(413) 748-5287, springfieldcollege.edu/specialevents

SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE
Springfield College promotes balanced living through its Humanics philosophy of educating
the whole person—in spirit, mind, and body—for leadership in service to others.

